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THE EVIDENCE 0F JESUS CHRIST.

Itis essential to Christianity to provc that hie really existed, that he was superior to ai other
inen and sustained a unique relation to, God.
1. He lived ln Judea in the reigns of Augustus and Tiberius: (t). He is mentioncd

by writers outside Christianity. (a) Epistie of Mara to, Serapion. (b) Tacitus: Ani:ais
25: 44. (e) Suetonius : Life of Claudius, chap. z5. (d) Pliny's Letters 10 : 96, 97.
(z) The tacts and idems of Christian history may be traced bàck to, their origin in Hlm.
(3) No man couid bave imagined the life and character of Christ.

Il. He camne i nto, a place and ministry which were prepared for Hlm: (x> Hie
lappeaxetdWhen there was a wide.spread expectation. aniong Jews and Gcntiles of a de-
liverer from sin and social abuses. (2) He claimed to be the Messiah of the Jews. (3)
Hie fulfilled the Messianic ideal of the Old Testament.

III His character, portrayed in the gospels,-is a moral miracle: i. The leadi«g-
ftalures of t. (i) He is superior to ail the faults of His time. is goodness differed

-frorn the Jetvish model in (a) Breadth, it was perfectiy free- from, ail religious sceupu-
losity. (b) Humanity, le pitied the mass of the people and lived and died for their
sakes. (e) Modesty, Hie shrank from tities and froim ail conventional honor. (2) H-e
combined and harmonized in himself the most opposite qualities, such as, innocence
and force,- earnestness and cheerfuiness, humility and the roost majestic claims. (3)
Ne was absolutely btainless; and hoiy. (a> Ali stages of is life were spotlessly pure-
His chilcihood, Luke 2: 40, 52. I-lis maturity, John 8: 46, and is time of greatest
triai. <b6) His disciples, themsetves exampes of heroic self-sacrifice and holiness,
regarded Himasspeciallyholy, John 6: 69. R. V. (c) Iiis reigious character proceeds from,
the consciousness ofsiniesncss In every other manit procceds from theacknowledgnient
of sin. (4) His chamater has commnanded the admiration of many oppohients of Chris-
tianity. 2. Zhiree possible expaaions of/il. (i) It is an invention of the aut.hors of
the gospels'. This would require thera te, have, been possessed of buperhuman power.
For what day-laborer among, us could write a new pley of Shakespeare? And yet this

is a eay supostio in ompriso wih te hyothsisthat iliterate Jews cf the first
ctuyewteprriancmpsdteisosscfChrist. 

(2) It is an idealizedpothrant e ni h th .c t abut cesu havo een workcd over into harmaony
itanide of h e rtr . t(a) hw couId they hae formed an ideai so, diffezent

To hos cf JwAstiGek an1oa.()Teprri ftegsesifunepedn auto.0 (c bn slgtmistake wouldhaemrdtewl.(dThe d etisf 'the aryh hpotatf gospels so htkn faCrs i otmoais
Jesu 'ance d assfe w M n. o ote sines chtce Ik e. died W e

th So cf )odh

T.Thtah1 of Jeu are Gmr a miace ). Thei dis u"iv ahrdr( e) Org wby The ae hihe i sprta m por haod Teaent anocd thy

oontnualy fllig i toeteeCh rs neyr es hae e ertise lacar-

znsan u t e pirt cf his t. c 0 earnesht mitaen d ve hris th lot pilosopher
sutig abohi abstract goselt h o wa t lo in of aCri std plaigfrorHigs gomo. (6)
Comprhesi ens:thue rovis in for ama re lnset tios thChist woa) ana
thes canfe te c (7)Teir wit mnoote slespas te an'alete Go revea led as
aust econt fnr lovin caer 2.Tcdavvdgsaayt hsju. a ec

A~cUo camrud. (z) i ps n a n eat din <reones cf, G .(Hisf.
(3siness pove rebty a tkc oca sition. Thne n arro Ei s pirit ofd He aim in
thile S rered.

IV Te eahigsofJeusar amoalmiale 1 Tier is,?,eiv iarc8S>tis


