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. too, stowly.building hefore their eyes, was both a testimony to Noah's sincerity and an invi- ‘

“tes ™ of that early age. The degeneracy of the race received a tremendous impulse when .
godly men, in choosing their wives, made physical beauty alone, regardless of spiritual char-
acter, the object of their unghastened desires, ) - ‘

(1aNTs, These are distinguished from the offspring of the nrixed warriages, It is re-
_asonable to helieve that in nature’s springtime cxuberance the human frame was sometimes
of gigantic proportions. o ~

THE EXTENT.OF THE PELUGE. [Tt was universal so far as map was concerned. The
language can hardly bear any other sense and the end could not otherwise have been attained.
There are scriots difficulties, however, in the way of believing that the whole world was
covercd with water. (1) There is nothing imthe nartative requiring us tohold this. *“The-
whole varth® %eforred to means the world of man’s habitation. (See Prof. Tayler Lewiy
Excursus in Lange’s commentary). (2} There are scientific reasons for believing that cer-’
tain portions.of the earth could not have been under water within the last five or six thoo-
sand years. (For scientific considerations- bearing- npon the qucmign, See Hugh Miller’s
“ Testimonyofthe Rocks”™).  {3) A total submergence of the whole world for a year would
havdextermisiated aJarge numbey-of mavine and fresh water antiiials with the majority of plants.

{4) \Whilst an appeal to the power of divine omuipotence might be made, yet it is without -
anatoyy that God should bring creatures from alt-parts of the woild to-one.spot. The mira-
acle vwould he move stupendons than that-of credtion. (§) How conld camiverous.animals -

* be supplicd with Mod in the ark and yet-the species on which they preyed be preseeved by

ong par? {6) 1t was simply impossible for the ark to have contained representatives of the .
whole werld’s * Hving things.” - i
Although the destruction of the apostate race was necessary g the redemption of mankind

as a whole, yet God is * longsuffering toward them.” s spint 1 nut withdrawn at once,
but continues his gracious strivings for 120 years longer ; Noah proelaums, like Jonzh of o
later age to people living on the same ground, the righteous judgment’ impending, reasoning
doubtlcss, He Pail, “of righteousness, temperance, agd judgment to come.” The ark,

‘{ation to escape-the approaching doom. .
(Question on the foregoing, wrnitng dowa the words.as the answers lead to them).
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NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

»  INTEODUCTORY.—The human raceseens to have deteriorated morally with great rapidity.
The godly race of Seth (*“sous of God ™) inter-married with the godless descendents of Cain
(** daughters of men ”).and the result was.the same as it would be now. The formbér were
dragged down to the level of the latter (see 2 Cor. 6; 14).  Mighty men, of strength and
rowess, were leaders in deeds of violence and famous by reason of their infamy. The
whole ecarth was corrupt and God had but one witness for nghteousness, as far as the parra-
tive relates. There was but one cowse left if the race was fo be preserved from utter ex-
tinction by evil and God™ plan of redemption carried out. A new ﬁcgmnmg must be made,
Accordingly God anpounces to Noab his intention of bringing a flood of water upon the ¢
earth to destroy mankind.  The covenant is to be established with him, and through him
with a new hymanity. Ample warning is given to the wicked ; for 120 years Noah preaches
and warns ; bat when the appointed time has come, God shats the door-of the Ark upon his
faithfil servant and his family (eight personsyand the creatures with him. (Compare the
Parable of the Ten Virgins).

)




