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THE TRADER.

with half tho effeot that the * Milwaukeo
horror ** does.

Tho reason is not far to scak; peoplo
that go on the wator in overcrowded
steamors are always oxposod to a cortain
amount of risk, and whou an accident
does happen, it cannot be said to havo!
been altogother unlooked for. Thus in
tho London nccident, there wero many,
who, sceing the overcrowded state of the
boat, rofused to venture upon it, and
thereby saved their lives. In the * Mil-
waukee horror,” however, there scems to
have been no premonetary warning oi
the drendfu] danger tho guests were ex-
posed to, aud the probability is that most

of them lay down to rest feeling as safe

and secure as they would have done in!

their own homes.

the public havoe had the utmost con- |

fidonce in theif fire extinguishing arrango- |

nments and the prowptitude with which
thoy could be put into operation.

If the Newhall House is any criterion
of how these patent fire protecting ap-
paratus work, we certainly think that
the public will insist on having something
more practical and cortain in its applica-
tion. Tho trouble seoms to have been
with the elevator, whieh, acting as a
huge chimney, not ouly carried the
flames from bottom to top of the building
with lightning rapidity, but supplicd the
conflagration with all the air necessary
to make it effoctive. Indeed w> do not
suppose that if an engineer were to try
and constrnot & machine for the 1n-
stantancous firing of any large building,
he could improve on this ordinary'
passenger elevator now in use in our
hotels and public buildings. As usnally
constructed, they aro lined with dry,
seasoned wood, and tho sides are well
lubricated with the best of inﬁmmnublol
oils; all that they want is a start, and
in a fow seconds thoy can produce a flame
as fierce as any that ever belched forth
from the rosring mouth of a blast furnase.

Now that attention has been directed
to this danger, the public should insist
that these elevators should be made fire-
proof. The doors should be made of iron
and kept scourely closed after the elovator |
has stopped for the night The inside
should be made non combustible in some
way, either by the use of brick oriron
lining, fire-.proof paint, or some other

| to be burned in their beds without having

Hotels are generally supposed to have !
speoial safeguards thrown around them ‘
in caso of fire, and up tothe present time |

lparcd to whatit was.

device equally offective. It is customary

in thieatres to have iron ecreens botwoon
the stago and the audionce, but in reality
there is mot onc.half the danger to a
crowd of wide awaks people in a thoatre
that theroe is in a lot of half-awako people,
who, roused from their beds, and not
having even their ordinary sonses about
them, have to fight for their lives in
the midst of a fog of unknown darkness
and death,

Wo think that every hote) should bave
a fire bell in each bed room, with a
printed card attached, tolling its guests
plainly that this bell was conneéted with
the offico of the hotel, and would be rung
only in case of an alarm of fire. If suoh
were done, it would be impossible, as it
is too often the case at prescut for people

any chance for their lives, In first-olass
botels, having electrio bells, this could be
vory eagily and effeotively managed.

In addition to this every hotel should
be compelled to provide fire escapes of
some kind from every room in the house.
For a lack of better, a simpleknotted rope
long enongh to reach the ground would be
a most effeotive means of escape, and we
venture to say that if every room in the
Newhall House had been provided with
one of these primitive inventions the loss
of" lifewould 'Hiave been very soiallesm-

We think parliament should tako this
matter up, and legislate so as to mike
the lives of travellers moro snfe than they
appear to be at present. Our hotols are
really the only homes that thousands of
our fellow citizens have, they are pubhe
institutions, and ostensibly agree to pro-
vide their guests with food and shelter
and safety. If the Newball Houseisa
fair sample of our botels, and we are sorry
to say that we know more than a scoro
of such places in Canada, the sooner that
the matter is legislated upon the better.

Wo compel steambout owners to pro-
vide life boats and life-preservors for every
passonger in anticipation of an accident ;
wo compel the proprietors of all-publio
buildings to hingo tbeir doors so as to
open outwards, in short we legislato
every conceivable way in order to make
lifo as safe and secnre as pos ible. Tho
samo thing should bs dong.in the caso ot
hotel keepers regarding the safety of their
guosts, and all tho more so because,
trusting implicitly to the reputation of
tho hiouse, they are practically helpless,

Many old travellers whon going aboard

tho vessel, and find out all about the
arrangomonts of the life-boats and hfe.
preservors 8o that if nacessity arises they
kuow oxaotly whero to lay their hand on
on thom, In liko manner when puttg
up at o strange hotel, they cxamne
thoroughly the protections ngainst fire,
and their best avenues of escape in case
anything should happen during ther
stay.

This is au excollent iden, and one that
is easily carried ou’, the onmly dificulty
about it is.to Le able to keep your wits
about yon and to be able to take advantage
of your knowledge when the crucil
moment comes.

Few people have self-control enough to
make the most of their chances in such
an emergency, and we think, therefore,
that the strongz srm of the law should be
invoked to compel hotel-keepers to pro-
vide such safeguards for the esoape of
their guests from midnight peril as
experience and common sense shall
dictate.

Selected Klatter,
A LOST OPPORTUNITY.

Sing, business muse, the dark and doleful fate
OLhim who labors but_that he may.await, . .
The piles of godds heaped up within his store,
Which can't be less, and never may be more,
The man whose life has lost all fortune’s prizes,
In fact, the man who never advertises.

Sing of his start, his great ambition’s scope,
The capital that gave him cause to hope,

His credit large, hus full and ample stock,

His bank account as solid as a rock,

Thea tell the doom to which the man was fated
Who never advertised, but simply waited.

So simply, and so vainly ! Splendid signs,
With basement, art wradiates and refines,
Diate-glass show windows elegantly dressed,

:h lovely clerks, cashiers, and all the rest,
werved but to show him how the public sizes
The style of him who never advertises.

He waited, and all waited; clerks, cashiers,
Salesmen, saleswomen, such delightfnl dears,
Impatient waited all the season through.

With precious little for the crowd to do.

The public saw —that fact there s nodenying
But passed the store without a thought of buying

Business was dull , but salaries and rent
Went on, till cash and crédit both_were spent
The silly merchant hoped his luck would turn,
Until the Sheriff closed the whole concern.
Now. at a pittance which bis sov] despises,
He works for one who always advertises.
—Hamilton Times.

COMPARATIVE VALUES OF GEMS.

Scientists spesk lightly of -coloured
gems as alummna found io -natire,
orystallized and -coloured with oxids of
iron, and “valuned at enormous sums,”

a steamer make a thorough inspeqtion of

It hardly raises the more precious iu



