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A PROGRESSIVE FIRM.
B. t.evm & to., wholesale hats, and anufac.turers of fine furs,

Montreul, inform us that tiacar spring trade has exceeded tiheir
utnost expectations, 5o much su that they were ,omnpelled to lease
another warchouse to do thicr busmness this ye.ar. lliang been
successful in scturng for thc Dominiun the agent> of Linco!n,
lennett & to., batckville strect, Londun, hatters to liet Majesty and
lria.ce of Wales, a firm well knowsn and ielebrated all user the
world; and also for V. Walkinson & to., Regent street, London,
annther manufacturer of at.knioledgtd reputition, the trade un
dter the circumstances, werc unly too glad tu aail thenseh es of

the opportumty ou securmng hats from two sudh ainuf.%tucrrs The
firm congratulait themnselrive mn bemng able to offer goods of this -ilass
to the trade. therCby platan the C.anadan publi, :n the pnsuinn nf
bemng able ta buy the best goods n the market. The surress that
has attended tins efrort will enable theim next scason to put updn the
market a ine of stifT hats thait cannot be excelled. Their travelers,
six au number, are now on the road for the coming fail trade, and
are showmug a ue of furs in capes, plain, Queen Anne, and Princess
styles; collars, in aniost every description of fur, with muff to match,
and caps in a variety of styles. Thcy are also showmng some entirely
ncw novelties an furs made ufp ito capes, collars, and muffs, and the
trade should not allow ithe opportunity to pass without giving their
samiples an inspection when their representative calis, as they would
be interesting ta look througlh. They arc also carryîng saise new lines
of robes, coats and jarkets, besides the usual line of gloves. mnitts,
imitaion l.mb goods, and <-rnirh raps in great varicties. Their
buyer in Europe has this year made a special study o new firs for
the Lanadian trade, and the liri feel that lie bas succeeded in
enabling them ta put upon the market a line of samples in fine furs,
not to be excelled by any other house in the trade.

JAMAICA EULOGISED.
MI. A. A. Allan, of A. A. Allan & Co., wholesale hatters and fur-

riirS, Toronto, returned, in the heginning of this moanth, fron a
three.tontihs' visit to Jamaica. lie fcels greatly benefitted by the
change and spcaks au glowing ierims of the beasutiful scenery, the
hospitality of the nhabitants, and of the island as a health resort,
particularly for certain lung andI throat diseases. lin his opinion the
trip frot Canada ta jamîaica is far ahead of any ailier wvinter trip
upon the amap. and only reqmlires ta be better known to be morc fully
appreciated by Canadians. lie says the exhibition has been a
wonderful success and the Canadian exhibit vas the talk of the
island. One gricat benefit of the exhibition has been, that it has
opened the cyes of the people of Janiaica te the fact that thtee are
other people ta trade with in lth woild besides those ni the United
Stats. Therc is sn question in his mind but that a good live
triadte will bc done with Jaminaica by Canada. It may take limne;
progress ai first inay bt slow, as the islanders are a iost conserva-
tive people, but it will be certain and hsting if properly looked
after. There as practically no manufacturning dont uapon the island,
but liey do not requit nany of our manufactured goods. What
they want, and what wc should iake a point at establishing a trade
wîith then n, are breadstuffs and nattaml products ; also dressed
luiber and preparcd luinber for building purposes They are very
deticient in tiir lauindry service ; the country is warm and laun-
tIries are as nicceb!.ary as drink. There is a grand opening in that
country for energetic laundriymntu and first.class bakers.

THESiLK HAT.
In mnany ycars there has not been such a wide discrepancy in the

apprearnce of the biglh class native -and foreign type of high silk hai.
The hume aitcle doas not differ in a marked degrece fron the black
of last scason. li as not at aIl ultra in forin, having a narrow brim
with shsght cur andi a straight symeitrical crown. It is a style be.
coming ta tle average man. The Enghsh tall bat, on the other band,
lias a stnkîug bell crown and noticeab lycurltd brii. Thre can be
no confounding the Aierican and English styles this Spring. The
English type has scored a positive success, and will probablv be
followed more closely by native ianuif.cturers in the Fall.-N. Y.
HMatter and Furricr.

TRUE IT IS.
A man ma) stil be hînneqt in a bat of last year's shape: but to

insist tapon wearing it is ta go hcavily landicapped: the odds are
sen tcone that, froin looking askance ai him, his fellows will proced
to <.harge him with eccentricty, and end by grave doibts about his
reason. lie finds himself suddenly forced, some fine mnorning, ta
-et aside his ovni faste for liant nf the wide civilized world. which
agrees in thinking his brim an inch toa wide 1 low bas the world
preç.ipitated itself so swiftly to tiis just conclusion? The process is
as startling as an) transmutation of the alchemi-ts: it defies augury,
like the philosopher's stone. Scribner

STRONG DEMAND FOR KRIMMER.
The .eipzag correspondent of the liatter and Furrier says . "It

becoines monqtonous to repeat contmuu.lly the saine thâng about
Astrakhan, lersianer, and Krammer. Ail these articles are as much
in demand as ever, and inporters he.re actually contract for the
lambs before the ewes are born. As everybody bids for goods the
quality of which as utterly unknown, prices are expected te strengthen.
It has ta be consideried that, with ihe contiýued slaughter of lambs
and ewes alike, this order of things cannot last. Kriminer is in very
strong deiand for your country and France. The demand for
American furs, which began under good auspices, has sagged of late,
and shappers, cf whon îwo or thire have just left for London, are
more than satisfied."

Kriimmner is swhat is knavn in Canada as grey lamb. So strong
bas been the deinand for it that vseral houses cannot get it at ail
and those whko hte been more fortunate are holding it very stiff.

A Toronto bouse, the other day, rectived a cablegram from their
representative n Leipzig that Astrakhan had advancedo-per-cent.

PANAMA HATS.
The art of nanuf:icturing lanama bats had its origin in Guaya-

quil, and from thence was imported mito lcru, som'e fifty years ago.
Ten years back it was a flourishing business, but its importance has
greatly dininished. This declhne is said to be owaug to the pro-
gress made in the European manufacture. In lrazil, where the sale
of the Panama hat was once sure and profitable, an Itaian straw

-hat may be obtained for a franc and a nalf, arranged according to
the fashion, white the niost ordinary 'anamaa bats cost about two
francs each. The inhabitants of Mayobaiba, Sarapoto, and Somas,
who formerly lved on the bat industry, have considerably dimin-
ished, and at the present day they turn their attention to the more
lucrative gutta-percha industry. The preparation of the siraw for
the nanufacture of.hats is a somewhat delicate operation. The
fibr-al parts art separated, and for this purpose a book is used
reseinbling a hairpin. The strip separated by the two poms is that
used, and aIl the straw used in the manufacture of a hat is cut in the
same way, and must have the saine width. Thest shueds of straw
are submerged in boiling water fer six hours, then exposed to the
dew, and afterwards dried in the sun. The value of the Panana
bat increascs an proportion to the fineness of the straw. The ordi-
nary hats have three numbers, No. t being the least fine.

VALUE OF THE ALASKA FUR INDUSTRY.
In a census >ulletin on the wcalth and resources of Alaska, re-

cently issued by the LUnited States census office, Mr. Ivan Peteroff,
the special agent who prepared it, says :

"The discussion of the wcaith and resources of Alaska can be
properly classificd under four heads-furs, fish. minerals and timber.
This classification will give these products in the order of their reia-
tive valut and magnitude of proportions. The fur trade, the most
important industry of Alaska, may be divided into two branches,
namely: The trade in land furs and the pursuit of marine mammals,
such as fur seals and sca aiters. The tr-ade in lanîd furs, though a
decline has beco noticed in the supply of certain sections, cannot be
said to have decreased in volume. There is no doubt that fur-bear-
ing animais are hunted and trapped with gritater persistency and
energy than ever before,.nd as a natural consecquence thert must
in the future be a grcater dechîne in numbers, The land furs export-


