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during the scasan o! one dispersion, a hike expeni-
ence now ealls for yet deeper gratitude.  What
changes have not these fow monthy witnessed in
the cites, and amuuyg the fanulies of the land '
how many n dwelting has been darkened by the
shadow of death! how many a purpore, and
reheme, and hopeful caleulation of future enjoy
ment and uselulness, has been abruptly arrested by
the appalling visitation of the destroyer.

“ Avoiding”~he aldded—* all sclf-righteons
explanation of the fact, that we have rurvived whale
others have fallen, tet us believe that the long-
wuflering of God is to us salvation. Let us be
open to the inquiry, what God doth require of uy,
—~let us confess our unprofitableness—Ilct us double
our dilsgencee: the voice of our Lord, w lus Pro-
vidence, as well as in his word, addresses us—
¢ Qccupy till I coe’”

The Rev. Doctor uext adverted to certain no-
difications which were enntemplated in the ar-
rangements of Knox’s College. It was naturally
to be eapected that they should avail themselves
of the Provincial University, now understood to
be accessible to the country at large, without deno-
muational disinctions.  ‘Iheir own Presbytenan
Syuaod tiad accordingly appomted a Conmmnttee to
put iteelf in communication with the Conunission-
ers, on whom it devolved to carry out the new ar-
rangements, as soon a3 it should be understood
that the Governtnent had appointed such Commise
sioners.  Up to this date, Dr. Willis mentoned,
nothing on the part of the Government had yet
been announced as done.

The blame, therefore, rested not with this Sy-
nod or its College, if the adjustments of King's
College should be for this season, in a good mea-
sure, practically moperative.  {At a subsequent
mecting on Frday, it was noufied to the Stu-
dentg, that some of the Professore of Knon's Col-
lege were now contemplating other fields of use-
fulnese, but so ns that, nevertheleas, the College
should have, at least during a part of the present
segsion, the benefit of their valuable labours.)

The Profersor devoted the greater part of lus
introductory Lecture toa bricfaccount of the van-
ous branches of leaming usually embraced in a
College curniculum, and an estunate of their coms
parative value.  Classieal literature, he <ad,
could not be dispensed wub, althoush he admuz-
ted that, in the plans of the old Universities of
England, and thosc formed on their mode), the
proportion of time devoted 1o such studies, hardly
consisted with a just appreciation of the claims of
.acience, of natural and covd lustory, and of meia-
physics ; nor was he mscazble to the danger of
anything like an exclusive converse with the cth-
ics of Pagan philosophers and pocts, and to the
necessity of counteracung this by the lessons of a
purer school: But he still assented to the opinton
of those who hold that the cause of Christianity
could not be served by a neglect of the classics.
Au e jnamtance with the languages of Greece

auu Rome had so long entered into the basis of a
refined education, and seemed so certainly destin-
cd to retain this rank in the intellectual culture
of the general world, that Theologians would

bz placed at an immiense disadvanmage who

thould- leave such studies out of account Be-

sides, 1t was much to eay, that a large portion of
revealed religion, was contained in books written
in one of theee languages, and that into both, the
sacred wriimgs had been rendered in some of the
most ancient £ad valuable veratons sult extant.

Natural history and physical science not only
) snpphed the sident wih the richest proofs of
* Phejsn or of Natural Theology, but the advo.
eates of revenled religion could turn the analo-
; gies of nature in a thousand ways to the ser
yvice of establishing the christian faith,  The
lnlnnns of well-meaning friends of religion, lest
the discoveries of science should bring out con-
clusions contradictory to the Bible, had proved
s groundless as the,expected trinmph of sciolists
had been demonstrated to be premature.  Astro-
nomy, in ita very latest dizcoveries, had removed
the foundation on which even some good men
and divines too, had been resting excgetical
schemes derogatory to the sovereignty, or, at
least, to the jmmediate creative ngency of the
Firat Cauce, (Dr. Willis alluded here to the
lonment of the nebular hypothesis.) Ile also
regarded geology and the history of civilisation
§ having coafirmed the inspired history both of
the world aal of man. He procecded to shew
how both - taphysics and mathematics served to
exercise and enlarge the mind: and how logic,
if not as . instrument of discovery, yet by its
discriminatinzg principles, and rhetorical canons,
supphied the means of detecting and confuting
crror, and of communieating, as well as vindicat-
ing. truth with the best cffect.

[Dr. Willis expressed his gratification at the
considerate berality of the Free Church of Scot-
land, which had supplied the means of supporting
the logieal chair of this College : so that conside-
rations of ceonomy need not be pleaded for un-
settling that part of their present arrangements ;
for that without burden to our Canadiau Church,
we could snll aval ourselves of the valuable
service rendered from  this chair.)

Last of all, he urged the importance of Biblicat
literature—pying n tribute to the philologists of
Germany, but cautiomnyg against & hermencutical
school, which he contended had been praised far
beyond its merits. Tt was well, therefore, while tak-
ing the help which stndents maght doubtless derive
- from German scholarship, and from the fruits of
that patent philological rezearch”in which they
had set so praizewaorthy an example—it was well
to know that they were not safe guides in cvery
departiment.  Tn a hannonious and systematic
(view of senptare truth, German divines were
very defeetve, and n depth and breaddh, fell far
hehind those of Holland, and Germany itself in
an earlier age.  Even thé doctrine of a personal
Christ, which 1t was the merit of Ncander, Uil-
man, and Hengstenberg 1o have placedin so clear
a light, had been anticipated fully in the writings
of the puritan age. ‘The rationalism of Germany
had sown the seeds, of which the infidelity, and
also the Pantheism too prevalent in the continen-
tal nations, were the natural fruit—and its eriti-
cism was almost universally charucterised by a
spant of Jax speculation on the canon of seripture
and its inspired authority. Even Neander indul-
gea occasionally in interpretations of scripture,
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better hefitting Semler and Stranss—those fathers
of the mythical scheme.

I'hie conclusion of the Lccture was practical—
consisting of auitable exhortations to the stadents,
1 respect of their deportment to one another, to
their teachers, and to the world generally. Tho
high standand of life and chacacter, applicable to
inisters of the word, attached by the consent of
mankind, even to aspirants to the sacred office.
Men who knew nothing either of Latin or Greek,
still knew what to expect of propricty and circum-
spection of demeanour in those who were training
for the holy ministry.

He affectionately encouraged them by the ns-
surance, that the Master 1o whose service ‘they
were devoting thenselves, would not fail to open
up before them spheres of usefulness, and, ho
trusted, even of support too. IHe invited them to
count their teachers as friends—to take in good
part their admonitions—and to avail themselves
of their advice. ¢ Our libraries,”—he eaid —* our
houses, and our hearts, are open to you.”
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COMMISSION OF SYNOD.

The Commission of Synod met in T'oronto, on
the 17th October. The principal subject which
occupied its attention was, the case of the Rev,
Dr. Ferricr. A letter was reccived from him, as-
signing the reason for his absence. The Report
of the Committce appointed to confer with him
was read.  After lengthened discussion, the fol-
lowing deliverance was adopted :—

« The Commiission regret to find that a more

thorough understanding and agrecment in senti-
wictit lad ot bucn eatlved wey oo v rooult of the

communings held by the Comnittec at Hamilton
with Dr. Uerrier ; but finding that in his letter
now on the table, he expresses his desice to res-
pect the unity of the body, by avoiding an offen-
sive obtrusion of his peculiar views, in opposition
to the principles and testimony of the Church with
which he desires to walk in fellowship—the Com-
mission, willing to hope that he will keep this
pledge in good faith, agrees to waive further pro-
ceedings in the meantime : it being understood, as
1t 13 hereby-declared, that the departure from tlus
understanding, on which the Cunmission rests,
will subject him to the discipline of the Church.”

From this decision Mr. Robb dissented, and
craved liberty to give his reazons at the next
meeting, and to have these rcasons inscried in the
minutes, which was granted.

The Commission met again on the 18th.  Af-
ter reading the minutes, a motion was made
to have the following clause appended to the de-
liverance in Dr. Ferrier's case :—

« And, in order to full mutual confidence, the
Commission requires of the Presbytery of Hamil-
ton, that they satisfy themselves of Dr. Ferrier's
obtemperating this. decision : empowering them,
if he declines, to proceed wilh.him by libel, in re-
ference to the whole case, as if this interim deci-
sion had never passed.”

After discussion, it was decided that the elause
should not be added, three voting for it, and foor
against it.

Mr. Robb gave in his reasons of dissent, which
are as follows:—

« 1st, Because the deliverance proceeds on the
assamption that Dr. Ferrier pledges himself that
for the future he will ccase to maintain and pro-
pagate the principles he has avowed, in opposi-
tion to those held by this Church, on‘the subject



