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ment ; while many of their occupants his e been
buried beneath thesmouidering rains,

In our own Proviaeo the past year has been
Astinguished by special and fearful casnaltics
‘The thrill of horror which pervaded the whole
populatien, whus by a fearful railrond catas.
trophe, within forty miles of this city, simty
human beings wore in a moment precipitated
into the eternal world, will not svon be forgot.
ten. Nov will the memory apeedily be vbhter-
ated, of the hundreds, wlho having escaped the

_ dungers of the broai Atlantic, perished in the
waters of our own river St. Lawreace, Amidst
a thousand other casunlties, which hase occur-
red, these two will long be remembered as in-
vesting the closing year with a epecially
mournful character in the history of this I’ro-
vince.

In connection with the casunltica which have
ocenrred during the closing year, in this or
in other Iands, very solcinu lessous ure sug:gest
ed. Are we not reminded, for example, of the
perishable eharacter of man, and of the works
of man? The monuments of industry and art,
the treasures of carth, inay perish in a moment.
The lumes may devour, or the waters enguiph
them. Asthousand unforeseen occurrences,also
may sever in an instant the Lrittle thread of
human life. Is there not thus forced on us an
additions] argument for living as strangers and
pilgrimson carth, and for being always prepar-
«d for the approach of the relentless messenger?

1V, Besides the desolations of the by-gone
yoar already considered, we may further advert
in the fourth place to (ke comumnercial crisis
which bas occured. There is a remarkable
saying in the prophecies of Ezekiel (vii, 12.)~—
* Let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller
mourn, for wrath is upon all the multitude
thereof.” The meaning is, that all would be
involved in the same common calamity. This
saying has been fearfully realized during the
past year, Over all departinents of commerce
derangement and ruin have sprend. Merchant
princes, whose signatures were accepted for
millions; banking institutions, whose treasurcs
were deemed exhaustless; mighty co-partner-
ships, erected as machineries for the collection
or distribution of the wealth of nations, have'
been overwhelmed in the general wreck. Nor
bas the calamity been confined to one country,
it has spread over every city, and kingdom of
the civilized world.

The misery and wretchedners which have
resulted from this commercial crisis it is diffi-
cult to exaggerate, Men only of high wmoral
priaciple can form any conception of the in.
tense agony which must have been felt by
hononrable merchants, in prospect of the im-
pending crash, orat the moment when they
yielded to the reaistlcaspressure. Villsins there
doubtless have been who rejoiced in the op-
portunity of evadiog legitimate elaims DBut
we now speak of men of sterling principle, of
unbending integrity, whom disasters, which
no buman wisdom could foresce, compelied to
suecumb.

,' Nor hus the misery cutinected with  this
“conuneidal edisis bren experienced merdy by
_the mwore prominent membiers of the commers
, clal world,  Itow many taders in humlle eir-
| cumstances, in citics, tawns, and villages, have
t been vuined 2 Nor has the evil terminated
Cevenhere, Hnndreds of thousands of mechanics
i and Inhe rers, have been suddenly thrown out
i of employment; and were you this duy to visit
s the once happy homes of many of them, you
| would find them the abodes of poverty and
: stapvation—of such wretchedness and misery
i us might well cause you to shudder and stand
1 aghast.
! Tho lessons suggested Ly these calamities
; are very obvious, They teach us (he uncer.
| tainty of wealth, reminding us that in a moment
Dit may talte to ise)f wings, and flee away,
They serve to coavince us of the necessity of
J laying up those treasures in heaven which ave
{ priceless and imperishable.  They moreover
; preseat a loud call to the exercise of charity
j and benevolence.  1f anything has been spared
..' to us amidst the general wreek, we should con-
j tider the case of those less favourably circun-
+ stanced than vursels es,

V. Iehall only further advert at present to
the desolations of war, which have lLeen wit-
1 ¢red during the year now closing, Ofall other
forme of desolation, those of war are in many
respects the most appalling.  The derangement
of commerce, the interraption of trade, the ex-
penditure of millions of treasure, and the con-
sequent withdrawal of capital from mercantile
employment, and industrinl investments, these,
which in themselves are sreat evils, are among
the least of the calamities involved in a state of
war; and which have been realized in
connection with the wars earried on in varions
parts of the world, and especially in our own
Indian Empire doring the by-gone year. Think
of the hundreds and thousands of brave soldiers
who have fullen on the plains of India, or who
now lie maimed and wounded in the hospitals
of that distantland. Think of the fearful atro-
cities of which frail women and innocent chil.
dren have been the helpless victims, Think of
the hundreds and thousands of widowed mo-
thers, and fatherless children, and bereaved
Lrothers and sisters, and anxious friends, who
aramourning the loss, or tremnbling for the fate
of slaughtered or surviving relatives,

Nor let us forget the suffcrings whichi hava
been endured even by our encmics. In this
moment of fieree indignation, when their
crimes cry aloud for vengeance it is, indeed,
difficult to think of them as men, as brothers
of the same species, possessed of the same na-
tural sensibilities, or as entitled to any human
sympathy.  Yet still 2 tear may drop from the
judge'e eye even when he pronounces the cul-
prit'’s doom; and so the heart of a christian
cannot coutemplate, without painand pity, the
fearful hiavoe which has been made in the
ranks of the insurgent forces, and the fearful
desolation which hus ovorspread their families
and their homes
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If the evils resulting from the wars which
have heen raging in different countries during
the year new closing, were confined to the
culamities which terminate with time, thaee is
cnough in them as we have already seen, that
is tarvifie and appalling. But alas! the worst
has not yet leen referved to, There is renson
to fear that among the hiundreds of thousands
who have engaged in the different striggles,
there have heen excecdingly few, who were
good soldicrs of Christ and thus prepared to
die.  How drendful is the thought that somany
of them, witheut a mement's warning, while
thinking of nothirg elee, than to plunge their
swords in their Lrothiers' Locoms, have Leen
Rurried unprepared before the Judgment seat
of the Almighty. It is thus thought, which in
the mind of a Chridian, invests war with its
darkest and most appalling aspect.

As suggested by the desolntions of war thera
are sotte reflections to which we may for »
motient advert. Do not these wars, for exam-
ple, illustrate and confirm the doetrine of hu-
man depavity?  They are not random results
of oceasional circumstances; but the natura)
development of the hearts of men who are
justly desexibed in the Scripturesas  hateful
and hating one another.” Do not these wars
still further remind us of the necessity of the
Gospel of Clirist being preached thrrugh all
lands? Yor, thisis the only means by which,
through the blessing of God, the happy era
will be introduced when men shall beat their
swords into ploughehares, and their spears jnto
pruning hooks, and shall study war no more.
And, finally de not these wars remind the
christinn of the preciousness of the doctrine
that Goad is governor among the nations, and
that he maketh all things work together for
good 1o his people? Mere statesmen and poli-
ticians may be puzzled and perplexed at the
present aspect of affairs, and tremble for the
consequences,  Calm and unmoved, however,
amidst the shakings of the nations, and the tu-
mults of the people, chiristians can rejoice to
think that the Lord sitteth Kingupon the
floods, that he can make the wrath of man fo
praise hitn and, the remninder of wrath, that
Ile will restrain. While the heathen rage and
the kingdoms are moved, they con take com-
fort from the voice, which thus speaks to them
from on high—"Be still and know that]l am
God, I will be exalted among the heatlien, I
will be exalted in the earth.”

Although in the preceeding discourse we
have dwelt on the desolations and disasters of
the bygoue year, we must not forget, that as
already hinted, we have experienced goodness
which demands our gratitude. Dark clouds
are often fringed with silvery white, and low.
ering heavensirradiated by the glorious rain.
bow. Thus gloomy dispensations have not
been unmingled with rays of comfort and bright
glimpses of hope. Weo have good reason for
singing of mercy as well as of judgmeat.
We have reason for example for gratitude that
although the work of missione has reecived a



