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& pecohanty of eeligios sreem to prepare it for ite matority, It wae
" an an heit undee totore and caretnors uatil the time appomnied of the fae
ther” when tisen. 23 ta speak, to ite majority, tirongk the previes expee
rience and teaining, then, * 220k et forth his Ren™ av the reat Teacher,
tn bring it fiom the elemenary comlition aod chanctee, and dinige &
syetem of a episiteal, maiveraal, and perpeinal natare,

ot we pasafrom the dhrinely inctituted selgous sysiems—or ihet the
hadowy plaseas of the one ayatem——to thea ditectly undet review,  We
can contrast Judaiem with Clitistiavity, and show that 1he one was the
type, the oilier the teality § thatihe farmer was the  conung event which
bad eact ite shulow lelote™  We can prare, that the reiigious systen
alven to thie Jews, war oaly adypted 1o these navonar demzn and citeome
stances, which confined them 10 thewr own lamd, and made shem an agri
roltutal, tather than a commercial, nation ; wineh shat them an, in every
sense, ava peculiar peaple : and that thoie inetintions, ‘emple, pricsthoed,
riten, eimbiems and Saw, gendeeed it an finpaseibility  hat it evee coutl
beeame univesan] s~=lmt we liave now ta conuder the othee sysicine,as they
eshiitrd the tendency and utmest powers ol the uanded human teason,
and ties we will see what the imnd, tehion, motals, and cividization ate
watilr, when left without the teaching of Geds

The fiest foars of an idolateous teligion, the nature of which history gives
ue any data 10 jadge, wae called Sabanm, and consisted in the worship
of the finnamental Uslica,  Befoe the flaod, it i« cvident that there must
tave been Wolateyo£or ** tlie whale eanh bad cormpted fte way,” though
we cannst tell of what kind it waes bat eagly In the portedeluvian age,
and alter the dispersion st Bahe), the tendeney to idolatey rapllly diss
played oelf. Teibes werr thea formed, eeparated, and ecatrered s and
Tavlog onlp had a traditlonary falth, and away fiom the contrd), ine
stenctione, and priesttiond of the great line of patelarche, and lefi to tribal
tndependence, to cortuptlons intreduced, and the tenth n teadition fore
gotien, and totlie valn imaginatiare natural to the human heart, rack aliered
the pacent teligious beliel, and changed eustoms and woahips and the
tenth thas beeame 9 mited uf and diluted with religions fancies, atlelng
hath from i s0rance and perverdon, from fear and, folly, that it eould not
be dicerneld,  Brror thus geew till it fonned inta a rpstem ; and that first
systeantiaed form of idolatey, swas Rabalen, and had ite origin in westetn
Ada. Mankind gradaally loat the kaowledge of the true Gol, of his
Reing and attributes, it still looking apwand to paweea supzeime, formed
the idea that the sun ond inoon were the twa great divinitien jethe one
they called the King, and the othier the Qicen of heasen—and tn each
they gave a peculiar homaze,  They, then, further supprsad them 1o be
parents, and that all the stars were their offpring, nad 1o the most baile
liant of these they gave names and worship.  When oace this idea was
fixedd In theit minde, they nestattnbuied pecaliar fanctions and powersto
each, and thence began the opinlon of Incky and untucky statathence
originated the whole system of ancient astrolagy —~wliich, instead of recoge
nising the one, suprenie, avereruling Providence, lod to the most erroneous
conceptions of osteal.influence.  That, then, was the fint step, It wae
leaviag the Ceeator to worahip his warke—it was maltiplying their gode
it waa still looking upwarnleeait was atid seeing thele diviuitics fn the
heavens—tathaving lost Gad, they lost +he fiest tanth and purity of celie
ginn g and there wae hat another azep, which they soon taok, to form {dole
on eatth—lkenestes of what they supposed were the gada, In the an,
moaon, and stars ; and ta these they began to pay their worship, and thae
shelr foolish minds beeame datkencd, and even when * profesting them.
selven to he wiee, they heeaine foale, and chang~d the glory oA he uncar.
ruptible God futo an image made hike to corruptible man, and to binls,
and (our-footed beaste, and ereeplag things®  Feom Sabaiem, then, was
all idotatry derived. It was the first step that man took from the
throne of God, and we will find that the human race declined exactly in
propostion, as theis religion became more and more * of the earth, earthy
and from this grear paient aystem of ercor, we can see that all subsequent
symemna bore evidence of thieie paremn’ty ’

Nextin age washs Egypian relgwn. Sabawn was suceceded by
materivl, tenestrial, Wulawg. The rel.gous seatun.aalism eonnected
wath celestial obj.cts, g.aduslly dicaged, and the canh touk the place of
the sky In famishing gods, anl Egypt—the boasted Ezypt~ranked the
first In niaking, worshinping, and extending, the lowest and meanest oys-
tem that was, o {1, or'cdn bel Tt was full of the most fantastic and de.
grading abeurditles, 3ad Vet {t seern’to hare had a kind of dignity through
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the poriy whieh attended it, snd by the preiendal mysteries, learning,

and philosaphy which sapposted it. The ancient Fapptian philassphers

heid the etermiy of mind and niaticr, and erpreasnted one Great Mind, or
Beinz, as presuling aver all othergads in the splritnsl and material wotlde

Thna they held the fret, it is trae, of Qae Sapreme Teing, but they failed

10 know anit worhip him ae be ie, and they degended him, by make
2 gofe to divale his glarg,  They kept ap thie fact as & dim t1adion-

ary totl, bt thaugh theg held it, it was a mere plilesophical myth, 10

qive eancistrncy 10 an tdalatrare theory, and that they might have a di-
vine patentaze for cvery thing.reator imaginaty, which they might

chane to wardip, This Sapeen 0] was the gnd Ammon—cvidemly
ealled alter theie progenitor Ham, of indeed it s ant an actnal deificns
thon of hime=in whose lonnt the coy of No Ammon, or Thebes,
was called, and whepe waw the splendid trmple which, though dedis
eated to bum, wae in fact their pantheon ; and where were also, the greas
schinols, or calleges, of erligion and plilosophy.  To Ammon, was joined
their supteme gaddess Neth, or Neitha, and from these two came the
whale offpung of dinnitice, to which, ameonling to the supposed offices
ctvicr wae pard.  Thie waa the department of their
system which be called their celeatinl (dolatey, ————They had next,
the gl O4iris, united 10 the geldess Lix, and which seem to have been
the chief powers of cartl, hadee, and the infernal tegions, Ositia had
atteitmied 4o him many fanctions sinilar to the Plute of the Greeke 5 and
thathe taak chargs of the souls of men nfier death, and according to
theit actrinr of maempiyehasle, bl the pawer to sead the son! to
animate avather by, whethee of o reptile or & man, as he judged the
former merits desceved,  From Ositia and Tde there waa another off-
speing of leser divinities, with thefe several powers and offices, Thie
wan thr sccond great department of their aystem, which may be calted
sheit infernal lotatey, Tt wan worship tn the cclestial gods to do them
all good 5 and to the infesnal goda 16 da them no harm.—To these ine
numerable, great and Jittle gods of good and evil, they had a thied depacte
ment, which myy be ealled theic terreetyial 1dulatey, or visihle ohjects of
wardip, auch as the Nile, the crocodile, the serpent, and the cow,

The whole rystem wae an fmmense eanglometation of the conceptions of
the fmaginative anl ths devotionl, run mad, and no efforta of powee and
expeacc were spared to carty it omt; and a0 extcasive, ac well an hone
oralle was the pricsthond, g0 rich were the teinples, and #o fmpagte
aat, Inboriaus and punctilions was the worship, that the frst born
of every Fgpptian bmily wae entided, it not requited, to study and
rank as n t.  This was the line of the priesthood, and thus it
—what my be ealled the clurch—came 10 Lol the supetior pro-
prictorship or londeip of the soil of the whole eountry, and the maae
of the people were the mere setfe,  On this fact we ean see and
understand the desiza of the extrantdinaty judgment of God, when the
first born of every fimily wae doaned 1o death by the destroying angel.
Ty the hand of Mases, Jchavah had proved limself * high above all podat”
In thelr celestial or infernal catalogue. The plagues came, and by these
thelr celestial goda were shown to be pawesless for good ; yea, even thefe
great god, the Sun, was overcome by * a dathnese that might be felt;»
and theie fnfernal gods, according to theie belief, were shown to be active
ngainst them in the hail, the locuste, and the murrain ; and the ohjects
of thelr terreatrial wonlip were destrogped, “The temples beeame
polluted, 9 that there could be no service in them 3 and the peoplebecane
polfuted, shat they could ant worshiip though their temples had been clean,
Their #acsificen, too, were all destroyed ; and thus by judgment on judg.
ment, they were left without the help of their gods, and without the means
and apportonity to proputiate them; and, last of all, by ope terrible swoop,
to concummate the destruction, and display the majesty of the God of
lsrael, the whole priesthnad was anadulated.

‘The religion of Fgypt 14 often apoken of as philosaphieal and tefined,
but we ask, was that enther philosophy or refinement, which led 10 the
worship of gods they hnew not what o where—the creations of wild
and s faneies and § il swhich condescended even to pay
religious honors to the niver, the sepiile, and ihe brute ! No, for wiyte
thege 14 a fizutious honot thrown around the throne of the Phasaohs and
the lustory of a once famous land, yei the religion wap & mynéyy 0 he
people, a trade 1o the priests, 80d 3 cume to sll. Fgypt ;nay s12nd prom.-

vitade of her idolate tablishment, but’ not one
sound religious principle can be found in her lqn_‘h; and the most
favoarable facis we can gaihier, are only testimonies' to the 'Tolly of &




