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GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS.

TaIRE'S & eubtle air of mystery about the
houso to-day,

 Thero are whisporings an.. hidings, but not

in morry play,

There's & sound of shutting boxes, thoro's
o poise of scampering foot,

When the children come with sober steps,
with faces grave and swoot.

There are breakings-up and saviv ~s-banks,
oda pennies from papa;

There are earnest consultations with aunty
and mammn ;

There aro calls for bito of satin, skeins of
zephyr, shreds of floss;

There are searchings in thick folios for
autumn leaves and mosy,

No Giamonds ever shone as bright as
mother’s oyes to-night,

And no gifts with money purchased could
give such rare delight!

Though the stitches be uneven and the
blunders not a few,

She only sees tho perfect work her darlings
try to do.

LESSON NOTES.

——

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

B.C. 538.) Lesson I [J=a. 1.

RETUBRNING FROM THE CAPTIVITY.

Toeen
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Alsed 8 &

111
As A=RA,

Merzory verses, b, 6.
GOLDEN TEXT.

The Lord thy God will turn thy cap-
tivity, and have compassion upon thee.—
Deut. 30. 8.
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TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
Where in this lesson are we taught-—

1. That God is to be honoured above all
earthly rulers?

2. That the kings of the earth should
serve him ?

3. Thab all people should s.rve him ?

HOME WORK FOR YOUNG BEREANS,

Find the name of the king who furnished
the temple of God with golden vessels.

Thoe king who replenished the (ewple of
God with brazen veseels.

The king who bought peace by giving
the vessels of the teu.pie to his nuiiuns
enemy.

The king in whose reign the vessels here
mentioned were taken from Jeiusalem to
Bebylon.

The king who sacrilegiously used these
vessels at a banquet.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

1. Who restored the Jews to their native
lani? Cyrus, King of Persia.

2. Who stirred up his sprit to do this?
The Lord. -

3.'Who gladly returned to build the

——

houso of the Lord 7 Tho people of Judah
and Benjamin.
4. What &id Cyrua give them? ‘The
versols which Nebuchadnozzar had stolen
5. What 18 tho Uoldon Text.  Tho
Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and
have compngsiin upon theo

CATECHISM QUESTIONY

What 18 the stats of those sweho do not
forsake their sius and helwere 1n Jesvs
Christ? The wrath «f God abileth on
them.

Why dues not God tuke qway the wirked
at once! He gmves sinnors tune to repent

B.C. 536.) Lesron 11 {Jun 8
REBUILDING THE TEMPLE.
Ezra 3.1-13 Memory verses 10, 11.

GOLDEN TRXT.

They praised the Lord because the foun-.
dation of tho house of the Lord was laid
—Ezra 3 11,

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where in thig leason aro we taught—

1. To make free-will offerings to the
Lord ?

2. To render hearty service to the Lord?

3. To offer joyful praise to the Lord ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

1 What did tho returned eaptives do at
Jorusalem? They gathered themselves
together as one man.

2. What did they offer to God 7
offerings and prayers.

3. For what did they give money? To
build again the house of God

4. In what did the priests and tho Le-
vites lead the people? In singing praiso
to God.

5. What did the people do? Some wept
while others shouted for joy.

6. What is the Gulden Text? *They
praised the Lord bicause the foundation
of the house of the Lord was laid.”

CATECHISM QULSTIONS.

What becomes of those who do not re-
pent? After death they will be cast out
of God’s presenc> farever.

Will all men be judyed herearter? Yes,
wo must all be ju ged at the lust day.
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MRS. WILSON'S HAPPY CRRISTMAS

“* On, mamms, it's awful cold,” eried poor
httle Benny.

“Never mind, dear, never mind, we'll
soon be there. It's beautiful snow, God
made it” So momma tried to cheer up
the little fellow.

She needed somo one to cheer her, poor
woman. The wind blew her scanty
clothing, and she bad the baby to hold and
hug while she drogged little Benny acryss
the bleak meadow.

Eva Beame saw them frum the window.
“Poor Mrs. Wilson,” said she. “It's an
awful syorm.”
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By this time thoy had roachod the
house. Virs. Boamo opened the door and
wolcomed them into tho large, warm
kitchen.

* It« a bad day for you and thojbabios,
Mrs Wilson,” said she

“ Yes'm, but you sco wo wanted to go to
the Featival down to the Hollow.”

‘It's o givo nway,” said Kva. “We
shan't get anything for oursclvea to.day
The Sunday-school are to pack a mis-
rionary hox.”

“I know; wo didn't come to gel, we
camn to give, Miss Eva.  It'a more blessed
to give than to ric-ive.” Eva looked aa if
wond: ring what a poor washerwomaa like
Mex Wilkon had to give,

“I's o ot something to put in tho box,"
said Mrs. Wilson, and she drow from her
bosom a pretty little gilt-cdged Testa-
ment. “ A good lady gave me this yoara
ngo,” sho said, *and I not a sight by it, but
I've got & Bible, and I wanted somebody
to have this whn hasn't any.”

*I'se got sumpen too,” shouted Benny,
and three nickels in & tin box begun to
jingle.

“Heo's 8o proud of them,” said hin
mother; “his grandma gives him ono evory
birthday.”

*“ You ought to let bim keop thom,” said
Mra Beamo.

“And {not let him share the good of
gwving?  Beuny loves Jesus, don't you,
denrio 1% And wants to give him a Christ-
mas gift too.”

Eva began to feol ashamed of the two
oll aprons she was going to put in the
box. “I mean to give my Panasy Pictare
Book,” she said, “ that's the prottinst thing
I've got”

The sleigh tcok them all to the church,
where they sang and gave their gifts
notwithstanding the raging stor cutside,
And they were all very happy.

“It'’s the best Christmas I ever haed,”
snid Mrs. Wilson
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WHAT DO YOU GIVE?

EpiTH was a dear little girl who went to
our infant school. Her papa gave her
pennies evory Sunday to put in the mis-
sionary box. One day she heard her papa
read what David said, that he would “ nos
offer burnt-offerings unto tho Lord of that
which cost him nothing.” She thought
about it a great deal, for she said. My
penuies cost me nothing, and that is all 1
give” Sho talked with mamma abont it,
and mamma said. * Yes, that is so. Papa
givea those pennies, instend of you”
Mawma and paps often gave Edith pennies
to buy fruit and candies with. So, after
thinking it over, she said, “I will save
half my candy money. That will cost me
something; and then I will give papa's
pennies for him " So that is what shedid,
snd she felt a great deal happier to give
what cost her something. ben, as sho
grew older, sho learned to give her timo
nnd thought and care to those eround hor,
Would you not like to try her plan, littlg
friends? QGod is always pleased with such
a gift to him,



