FRIENDLY GREETINGS

neither moth nor vast doth contapt, and where thieves
do not hreak through nor steal.”

By mature we ave all poor as regards heavenly
trensures: yel we may become vich,  Theie is One

* who, though He was rich, yet for our sakes hecame
poor, that we, through His poverty, ndght be rich.”

Lay up for yourselves, therefore, treasures in heaven ;
amd do it xery for now is the aceepted time to seeure
silvation,

FIRST BELIEVE.

HosoEver therefore thon art who
= desirest to be forgiven and recon-
eiled to the favour of God, do not
sty in thy hemt, “1 must fist
do this; 1 must fist conquer
every =sin, break offt every evil
word and work, and do all good to
all men; or I must first go to
church, receive the Lord's supper,
hear more sermons, and xay more
prayers” Alas! my brother, thou
art clean gone out of the way,
Thou wt still ignornt of the
righteousness of God, and art seck-
ing “to establish  thine own
righteousness” as the ground of
thy reconciliation. Knowest thou
not that thou canst do nothing
but sin till thow art reconciled to God? Wherefure,
then, dost thou say, I must do this and that first,
and then T shall believe, Nay, hut—

Believe in the Lord Jesus Cluist, the propitiation
for thy sins.  Let this good foundation first be laid,
and thou shalt Jdo all things well.

Neither say in thy heart, “I cannot be accepted
vel, hecause I am not "ood enough.”  Who is good
vnml"h who ever was—to merit .M(,ptancc at God’s
h:mds? Was ever any child of Adam good enough
for this?—or will any be, till the consummation of all
things?  And as for thee, thou art not good at all
—thcu- dwelleth in thee no good tlnn", and thou
never wilt be, till thou believe in Jesus.  Rather thou
wilt find thysclf worse and worse,

But is there any need of being worse in order to
be aceepted?  Art thou not had  enough alveady?
Indeed thou art, and that God knoweth, and thou
thyself canst not deny it. Then delay not. Al
things are now ready.  “Arise, and wash away thy
sine”  The fountain is open; now is the time fo
wash thee in the blood of the Tamh.  Now tHe shall
“punge” thee as “with hyssop,” and thou shalt “be
clean;” Tle shall “wash thee,” and thou shalt be
“whiter than snow.”

Do not say, “But T am not contrite enough ; T am
not sensible enough of my sins” 1 know it T wonld
to Gad thou wert wore sensible of them. mowe con-
trite, a thowsandfold than thou wt.  But do not stay
for this. It way be God will make thee so, not
hefore thou helievest but by believing, It may be
thou wilt not weep much till thou lovest mueh bheeanse
thow hast had wuch forgiven.  Tno the  meantime
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look unto Jesus—Dhehold how He loveth thee.  What
coull He have done more for thee which He hath not
done?
<0 Lamb of God, was ever pain,
Was ever love like Thine?”

Look steadily upon Mim till He looks on thee, anid
breaks thy hard heart 5 then shall thy “head” he
“waters,” and thine “eyes fountains of tears.”

Nor yet do thou say, “T must do something more
before 1 come to Christ.”  How leng wilt thou forget
that whatsoever thou doest, or whatsoever thou hast
before thy sins are forgiven thee, it avails nothing with
God towanls the procuring of thy forgiveness; yea,
and that it must all be east behind thy back, trampled
under foot, made no account of, or thon wilt never
find favour in God’s sight ; beeause until then thou
canst not ask it as 2 mere sinner, guilty, lost, undone,
having nothing to plead, nothing to offer to God, hut
only the merits of His only beloved Son, ¢ who loved
thee, and gave Himself for theet”

Whosoever thou art, O man, who hast the sentence
of death in thyself; who feclest thyself 2 condemned
sinner, and hast the wiath of God abiding on thee,
unto thee saith the Lord, not “Do this perfectly, obey
all My commands, and live ;7—but “ Delieve on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt e saved.”  “The
word of faith is nigh unto thee;” now at this instant,
in the present moment and in thy present state,
sinner, as thou art, just as thouw art, believe the gospel,
and “I will be merciful unto thy unrighteousness, and
thy iniquities will I remember no more.”

Rev. Jolus Wesley.
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HEAVENLY LIGHT.

mm‘ light of the world which seemed to go out on
%1; Cdl\-’ll) has been rekindled in the heavens.

He who descended into the lower p.uls of the
carth has now ascended above earth’s horizon, as t‘n-
Sun of Rightcousness, with healing in His \\lll:.',s.
Have you observed the force of that heautiful meta-
phor which the prophet Malachi employs in the lust
Old Testament promisc? What wings? They ave
the wings of the Holy Dove, that other Comforter
whom e promised to send from the high heaven, to
which He was about to go, to ward Iis disciples
round with the light and the wamth of Ilis own
perpetnal presence,

See how heantifully expressive is the stered eablen.
Chirist Himself is the Sun now exalted in the heavens.
The Holy Spirit is the Light which streams perpetuatly
from Ilim.  The sun in the sky has it¢ local presence
in one particular place in the heavens, hut is by no
means contined to that spot, but with those wonderful
wings of his fills every point of space wherever his
rays are not cut oft by intervening obstacles 5 and =0,
ton, the Sun of Righteonsness has His local s \lnl.xhnn
in the highest he: Avens, and vet is not confined to it, hut
by ][l\”.lll\' Spirit is present every where, exeept \\hvu
He i wlmt,uut,h) barriers of wickedness erected against
im, or excluded by soul-windows fast closed within
by these who love the davkness mther than the light.



