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BUDS AND BLOSSOMS.,

Zhonwe @ivcle,

Curist said, *‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of mon.”
And they loft all and followed him. What did they loso? What
do we lose by strict and prompt obedience to Christ? Ias ilo
not promised awple reward, both in tho present and future?
Read, wark, learn and inwardly digest. Considor : Is not Jesus
well able to fulGl 1is promises—to honor His honds? For of [limn
it is written, * All poicer 15 given unto me in Aeeren and in carth.”
‘¢ Ask what yo will in my name.” « My fathor is groator than I.”
Sometimes tho flesh is weak even whon tho spirit i3 nost willing,
nnd tho tired body, jaded and chafod with much serving, saith,
*I really do not feol able. Who is suflicient for theso things?"
Church care howed even the mighty Paul, and made him groan and
pray many a timc. But the Mastor’s admonition and answer of
love, ¢ My graco is sufficiont for thee,” 5o cffectually renewed and
rescored his spiritunl manhood that ho rises to his task like n
ginnt refreshed with tho new wine of the Kingdom. Peter, James
und Jobu went fishing, toiled alt night and caught nothing. Doubt-
less Peter, worn with the labor and disappointinent of tho night,
did not feol cither anxious oF fit in the morning to renew cfiorts
apparontly so profitloss,  But tho Master’s bidding was enough to
spur Lim to a hopeless task. Somewhat dispante2iy ho said,
* Wo have torled ull tho night and caught nothing.” How graugd-
)y comes in tho words which show Ins logalty and confidonco in
tho Master, ** Novort holess, at Thy word wo will lot dow 1 tho not.*’

Tho result—glad, grand surpniso, so many great fishes, yot was
not tho net broken. So it often happens: when we try to ohoy we
forget ous wearinoss, and reuew our strength in the flush of un-
expected success,

Our Sucial Tea and Fancy Sale.~It was o day of pleasuro and
woearying cxcitement, but at its close ono could Lut exelaim,
Thank God ; God bless our people; it is just liko them. By their
united, hedrty and loving co-operation, thoy not only rmiscd tho
interest money, which, thank God, liko the pastor’s salary, has
never run behind, or been unpaid; but the result will bo quite a
nice Jittle help towards clearing tho lot, and thus aiding in the
crection of the new Church. Our treasurer took homne over one
hundred and twenty-onc dollars that same ovening,  From tho
various tabics, cte. tho sum total will bo considorably swelled
when all the ticket money comes in.

Ono special eauso of pleasure wns to noto the cridonces of de-
velopment of our resourcos, and tho ovident growth of talent and
artistic tagto among our own voung peoble, In funoy work, we
had derigns, original aad imitative, ovidencing that many fingers
hiad been moved and prompted by loving Learts and skilful invent-
ivo brains. Tokens woro not tacking that ontsiders had kndly
feelings towards us, and wo saw their baudicraft on the tables,
and know that not a little of their cach mado a worry jogle in
tho money basins of those who serred.  We should Liko to thank
all personally, but fear to specify beeause we could not g1ve a
completo Yist; but should liko to do so at our cffort when wo shal}
plan to gather tho offerings of our friends towards the Superstruc-
ture, and hope this will bo a suflicient bint to commence to fill in
ll the spare moments. Provisions were not lacking, and, best of
all, nothing was wasted. The kindness acd hbermlity of the do-
nors allr wed us to gather up and sell of the unbroken fraginents
over nine dollars’ worth; so that nothing was Jost. Wo feel that
much of our success has always depended upon the careful aveid-
anco of lcakago and wasteful expeodituree.  Mr. W. G. D, writes:
« I wish your trials may always end in trivisphs. I send the
accompanying voluino to he 0ld to aid the work.”

Tho Ladies’ Fancy Tablo sold £42.50; Mrs Avery’s Bible Class
Table, 831.26; Dour, $5.10; Sale of provisions, $10; Rofresh-
ments, $5.11; Tho Little Girls’ Table, $2.50, Mrs, Byers' s, S.
Class Fancy and Refreshment Tables, £30.05, to e credited to
clearing lot.  The total proceeds, a3 fur a8 known, will bo a hun-
dred and seventy dollars,

LDonations torwarde clearing Lot.—Doacon W. Davios, Y M. B.
Class, third donation, $10, for two lots; Mrs. Estano, per Miss
Spry, one lot, $5; Fart proceeds of Lantern Lecture, less ox-
penses, $18 ; Mrs. Avery’s Class, another lot, $5. .

Our Ifome Misrion Worl.—Scnt out 268 copies, equal to 10729
pages, of BLos aSD Brossoxs. Besides, we Lave distributed dys-
ieg the month 6,450 pagus of tracts and other papers; total, 17,170
puges.  Reeewved donation for printing paper from Mr. A F
Guruey, §5  <cveral papers from Mr. Templeton, Mrs. Q. Hiltz,
Miss McEachren. Alro, n splendidly-assorted bundlo of tracts
and booklets, per Miss Wenthorby, from the British-American
Book and Tract Socicty. Thoy are specially aunitablo for our work.
Capt. J. Arnold gavo as adonation 5Uc. towards the work. Mrs.
G. M. Peck, 81 and some papers.  Bigheart, g widow’s mite, 60c.
Nre. Burges sends hat for our own baby boy.

DMembory received during the yoar.~Sinco Jan. 1st. By Baptism
20 ; Letter, 9. 'Thé special w%tk of graes goes on v Taptsm,

FE Our bodks thow not 4 fow delinquents for B. and B prr-
VIOUSTO THE 'RESENT ThAR 1886, ¢vera hundred and fifty, repre-

senting moro than $160, which cash, if wo bad it, would vory
materinlly nesiat us. Somo muy find it hard to pay up promptly,
und we nlways consider this; but wo aro persuaded in some cases
it is worso than neglect and inability., Wo canuot iu justice drop
such bad dobts, of whioh we havo nota fow. Wo binpo overy
reader will honestly consider this matter. Drop a post card, and
wo aro aiways willing to wait any rensonable time, and to have
considoration of ohanging circumstances. Pleaso do not act
mearly.  Inour faith-work wo simply tcll Jesus, and thoso who
would wrong us must sottle with our Master,

The following in remitting havo cheered us by sonding $1, and
wo credit tho 25¢. on all subs. for this year to our froo-list zccount: .
Mr, Bookaw, 50c.; J. L. Korr, 25¢.; Mrs. J. Holines, 25c.; Mrs. i
Taylor, 25¢.; Mi. Alex. MoInnis, 250.; Jos. Thonas, 25¢.; 7. Hub-
loy, 50c.; Soymour Burges, 25¢c.; John Ehler, 250.; Darfus Durgin,
26c.; Rov. Pottor, 25c.; Rev, Hayward, 25¢.; Mrs. E. Suthorland,
25¢c.; Mrs. W. A. Nichols, 25¢c.; Mr. Looner, 25c.; Mrs. Oxner,
50c.; Allon Spidle, 25¢.; Louis Griffin, 25¢c.; John Dixon, 50c.

Jcreonal Noter.—This ig, In part, 1. draft of a lotter written to
an enquiring friend, and may bo intoresting to others, Wo mako
oxtracts ;—** To many it is little known the keenness of tlie con-
flict I Lave had in trying to stand to the front, fighting for tho
King, and preaching to tho poor tho Goapol. My incomo has
alwnys bacn from tho weekly freo-will offerings, overyono giving
as ho mlls.  To reach furthor in my work, I started B. and B. in
faith, ahd you kuow something of tho manner of the work and its
growth. Much of my time, means and strongth havo boen thrown
iato wy work, Iooking for the rewards, as Abraham, prospective,
o far tho way has often been toilsome, but greatly oheerod by tho
Master's sinilo. I continuo to this day with enlarging plans and
responsibilitics.  Your kind words and help in the past have
cheored mo boyond mcasure, for it is from the Lord’'s weak ones,
rich in faith, that I have so far received iy strength and holp;
and it has been to mo a specinl sourco of pleasure, out of weakness
tv be mado strong. YLatcly, tho Lorp has thrust larger scrvico
upon me, to tho testing of my faith, For s long timo T have beon
apxious to conservo my time, and onlargo my work by employing
somo one to uid mo in sowme of tho minor details of it, 80 as to
give mo more time and opportunity to enlarge in othor and moro
spintual dirccligns. With the Now Year I resolved I would tako
to my home and board a young sister in ths Lord. Sho is, I be-
lieve, heartily in sympatby with tho work. I assumed tho entive
resvonsibility, and asked no aid of the church, knowing the kind-
ne.s of their heart toward mo in all my onlargement of servico for
Clirist, and the it is only limited by the present demands mado to
arise and build the Tabernaclo wherein to worship and work for
Jesus who gave Himsolf for us. Some timo ago I built in faith a
barn, feeling iy body must havo casemont, or 1 could not continue
to overtako tho rapidly enlarging work. For ncarly twelve
months I have waited to sco if the Lora approved and vould sond
me a horso, feeling, unless He indicated, my incomo would not
altow the oxtrs expense. To my surprise, a fortmight after I en-
gaged the young sistor, a pony was brought to my stable and left.
I always said I shonld not mako known my want other than build
a stable. About & month since, ono of the young men of tho
Bible Class sent up a pony. It bad through rough usage a shaggy
200t, and ovidenced a need of kindly eare. Novortholess wo ro-
ceived the hest of character, from several witnesses, that thoso
wero more good qualities done up in a rough and emall parcel than
can gencrally be found in tho samc quantity of horseflesh. So the
littio stranger wag instalicd. It was soon evidonced that no un-
casincss need ho folt as to othor expenditures, tho mattor being
of the Lord, tho great Providor.

First camo tho haltor, brush, curry-comb, harness, cil, otc., the
donation of the good brother who was instramnental in introducing
Dolly intv missionary service at Mizpah. o and thoether young
nen of tho Bible Class propuse to have a focd-box in their olass,
wherefrom ¢an bo drawn a supply of provender. The pony came
harnessed.  The samo cvening 2 friend came in and puta lock on
the stable door. Amnothor scut Some Condition Powders. Mr.
Margeson put on tho shoes, and all seemed desirous to give Dolly
a fair start. A Friend sent $5; ancther, $3.50 ; Mrs. Boonott
sont from tho United States $5 for horself, and $10 from a friend
who is over cighty years of sgo, with the hope that tho carriago
would soon come. Thank God, cho way has been opened. Mr.
Thomes Spry, Senr., having & carriage, said, ** It is a smitablo one
for tho pony, and I will give it if you liko to have it proporly
repaired and done up * Fo wo feel of good choer that 1n due timo
all nceded for this serviee will bo supplied, and begin to wonder
why s0 much strength, which could havoe been utilized, hasso long
been wasted. Tho legs of & horso may be » vain thing to rust in,
but they certainly can bo made useful in God's service, as we havo
bere no small proof, by kindly holp rondered in the pust by Bro.
Wm. Davics, Mr, Jamieson, sinco wo wroto tho above, has ecnt
word that bo is good for $15 torards tho expenso.

Kind Words from the Editor of the Maplc Leaf:—* Bups anp
B1ossous for April is a eplendid number, and the publication is
Eo puro in tone and so full of valuablo reading that overy home
ehonld receive its regular visia. Rend 75 couta to Rer. J. R
Arvery, Halifax, and try it a year.”



