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SPECIAL SERMON-DEATH 0F A WELL.KNOWN

AND WORTHY BROTHER.

Paris Baptist Church was, on Sunday, 13 th
inst., the scene of a gathering of Foresters
represcnting the local Court and those of
Gait and Glenmorris, the members of which
latter two Courts had been invited to join
invited to join with the Paris Court on the
occasion. The brethren, numbering about
forty, met first at the Court room, pinned
on button-hole bouquets of liles and ever-
greens, and donned white gloves, and
marched in procession to the church, the
front centre pews of which had been re-
served for their occupancy. March and
entrance movements were executed in excel-
lent forro, and froru many who witnessed the
parade subsequently came expressions of
congratulation on the fine and impressive
turu-out.

Rev. Prof. Sheldon preached from the
parable of the tlnjust Steward, selecting
the passage : "For the children of this
world are wiser ini their generation than the
children of liglit» He spokze plainly, earnl-
estly, logically and effectively. The entire
discourse was marked at once by knowledge
of the special features of lis subject, and by
sound as well as Scriptural application of the
temporal to the spiritual view of the ques-
tioni of life insurance. Just as the Lord
comrnended the forethought of Ris steward
in proceeding to niake iriends on -whom lie
would have a dlaim when he was out of em-
ployment, s0 the act of man in insuring
against old age or death was exhibiting coin-
mendable forethouglit. The preacher dwelt
in general ori the principle of insurance and
warmly endorsed it. The special features
characterizing sodiety insurance he shçjwed
himnself fully familiar with, and lie predicted
for this class of irisurance, despite the ani-
madversions of those interested only in stock
comnpanies, continued and pronounced suc-
cess, comnmensurate with the adherence of its
promoters to Trurli, Right and justice. On
the principles governing the 1. O. F. Prof.
Sheldon dwelt at some length. He liked,
lie declared, the public affirmation of the
Society's faith in God and of its desire to
forrnally empliasize this feeling by publicly
assembling together for the-worship of God
and to return thanks to Hirn fur His good-
ness. The association of religious senti-
ment, piety and devo*utness with the conduct
of its affairs was gratifying and exernplary.

No humnan organization or institution which
honored G.>d and was blessed of Himn but
would prosper. It was, like the house built
upon the rock. The preacher pointedly
analyzed the motto of the Order, Liberty,
Benevolence and Concord. Hie pointed out
that true liberty was consistent with the
closest restrictions and the severest prohibi-
tions-that, in fact, only as law and order
prevailed could real liberty exist. Liberty is
only to be found, he argued, within the
bounds of wise and just laws. To preseive
it you must compel obedience to sucli laws.

(This idea, let rue reniark parenthetically,
is not often enough elucidate-d and insisted
on. mlhe great Lord Selborn says : «"The
supremnacy of the lawv is the very essence of
freedoru."' When ignorant.peopie trample
on the laiw, they simply destroy the very bul-
ivarks of Liberty and precipitate license and
anarchy.)

As the preacher illustrated it, the man who
afflrmed bis liberty to indulge in strong drink
and become a drunkard, did flot enjoy
Liberty, but was a veritable slave and a slave
of the worst kind-a slave to appetite.
Benevolence, Prof. Sheldon went on to re-
mark, was a Christ like characteristic. The
care of the sick, the widow and orphan 'vas
a charge on society which it well becamne us
to assume and faithfully and ungrudgingly
execute and fulfil. Concord was an admir-
able condition to aim at. It imnphied unity,
harmony, and a common concern with faith
and hopefulness in wvhatever we were engaged
in. It meant ohedience to laws, subînission
to discipline and subordination of the selfish
and thoughtless to the generous and con-
siderate.

In this strain the preacher presented, with-
ont affectation or self-assertiveness; but
kindly, temperately, thoughtfully, as muan to
man. In insisting for the Christiarn belief
and life on the saine primary forethouglit
about the future, (which bore the fruits of
careful judgment and systematic business
management), as 'vas exemplified in the con-
duct of the 1. O. F. afiairs, the preacher
was studiously plain and exceedingly logical
and forcible. We are prudent and provident
and careful and cautious about our insurance
for time, knowing that the ccrtainty of our
investruent is irnpèrilled by carelessness and
thoughtlessness. Why do we not manifest
the saine deep and business-like coacern as
regards our insurance for eternity? XVe sub-
mit to sacrifice, discipline, inviolable rules
and regulations in our societies and-yet offer
to God r.any sort of indifferent, half-hearted,


