
defence, that no fewcr than four of thecir
miea bnd been barbarously murdered by
prrsons wvho had carried thlem away from,
tlir native island-giving naines, dates,
and circumnstances.

Other instances of a simular kind ean be
given.
4th. In the case of those who go of their

oivn accord,' the nature of the agreements
cntered into with them is very imper-
fectly, and ia most cases not at all, under-
mtod by thora; and there is no real
security that wve know of that these agree-
ments shall ho faitbfully fulfilled by those
who carry thom. away.
Tis lias been acknowIedgcd by those Who

carry them away, and lias been stated to us
by perseas ia thie Fijis wvho have access to
natives imported there. It ouglit t0 be
borne ia mind that almost every island ia
Western Folynesia bas a distinct language
ot its owa. Tho only mediumn of communi-
cation betwcen the natives and the traders
is the 1English language; and this is undey-
stood only by a few, and by thcm very
inperfectly. Ou most isiants it is flot
understood at ail.
liii. Most of these natives, as is wchI k-noîvn

to us, are kept away fromn their native
islaads for longer periods thau they en-
gaged for.
This statement is fully borne out by indi-

'idual instances which have come under
our own observation, and by the fact that
it is the universal complaint of the natives,
wherever we corne in contact wvith tbemn.
One case out of many we tnay mention.

Ia Augnst, 1866, a small schooner of
aboiut ton tons burtlhen took twentv-six
matives from the islands of Ernon and Faté
ta Fiji, for a terra of six rnonths. Up to
this date, (August, 1867), flot one of tiiose
taken from Faî6, ut least, bias been reîuraed.
6th. Many of thoe natives are vcry poorly
paid.

Instance. For five moaîbs' service on
board a vesseI trading in these sens, a native
of Faté received four haadkierchiefs, a feîv
pipes, and a few flgs of tobacco.

Othier instances of a sîmilar kiad eau be
gi'ven.
7àb The wives of many of those earried

away, despairing of their return, enter
int0 relations with, and becoine the wives
of other men. This dissolution of social
tics, is a friîtful source of disturbance, of
destruction of proporty, and of way.
Instance. In July this year a native of

Pango, on the island of Futé returned froan
Quaslund. Hie had been aNvay for about
ihmc ycairs. During bis absence, the wife
ha had Icft behiad hîm bad become the wife
of another mm.n; on acceunt of wvhich the
'village had at the lime been brought to tho
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verge of a civil war. Immcdiately uffer bis
arrivaI in July last, bustilities begn betweea
the two parts of the village inbabited by the
frieads of the respective parties. A great
deal of angry talk passed bcîween them,
threats were made o? setting bouses on fire,
several plantations vwere destroyed, and the
utmost confusion and alarra î,revailed for
some days; whien at lengtb the malter was
scîtled by the first husbaad consenring to
give np bis cdaim to the wornan on condition
of receiving twenty pigs as a solatiure.
The malter did flot end thero. A montb or
so after these occurrences, the ivoman,
wvbose second miurriage b ad beea tbe occasion
o? those disturbuaces, flcd to thie bouse of bier
former husband, and ivas received by hinm
as bis wife. This nuturally led to the
reneival o? bostilities betw'ecn tise two ends
of the village. And there is every reason
to believe that, but for the pree of the
missionary and the intercession of tbe
Christian party, the mautter would not bave
been settled ivithout bloodshed.

Other instances of a sirnilar kiad can bie
given.
8tb. la almost ail cases, thse mea who are

taken away are tbe strongest and most
active in their villages; and by the ro-
moval of sncb mna a more tîmu ordin-
ary proportion of old and inflrmn people
witli women and eilîdrea romain; wbieli
materiully interfères with the raising of
food, tise procuring o? flsb, and otber
work necessary tu the weil-being of the
natives.

9th. With reoerence to tbosc itho return, we
flad that those who 'have beca ottenest
and longest uway are geaerally the worst
and most dangerous cburacters.

iotb. The wbhohe systemn is, so far as we
k-nowv, under no udequate supervision or
control; so tbut the natives of these islands
are at the mcrcy of any man ivo cam
induce or cajole or force tbem, 10 take a
passage on bourd bis vessel.
Ia these circumstanccs we bave no besi-

talion in denounciug tIse trade la buman
beings, as at prescrit; crricd on amnong these
islands, us ia violation of the naturul rigbits
of mian; as calculated to be injurious to the
social, moral, and spiritual interests of the
natives; as demorahising und degruding to
the white mon engaged la it; as, ia short, a
revival of tise slave trude, witbout zhat
security for the temporal well.being o? those
who are the subjeots of il, 'wbicb wouhd bie
derivcd frora the fart of their beîng the
propcrty of a man who bail iuvcsted a large
sumr of money la their purehaso.

Signod in bebaîf o? the New Hebrides
Mission.

J. G. PÀr0Oi, Ghairmait.
Jos. COPELÂN;D, CWcr/

Anciteura, N. H., 7th Sep., 1867.
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