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pOlt and do nlot wcanry even in battling for
the latter.

In stucli ciretimetances your coinmittee
are constrained to record thicir deep regret
that the fricnds of sobriety, while a grcat
'work romains for them to perfbrmn,shouild bc
found even in appearance divided; but we
are compellcd to state that the diffcrence
between themn ie one of coxîsiderable imiport-
ance if it even do nlot toueli the very Jioun-
dation of the temperance inovemcnt. Your
Committee %vill be understood to, refor to
the dissonance of opinion among the friends
of temperauce as to tie relation which, the
Scriptures sustain to aicohiolie drinkis. One
party holds that it is the kind of liquor uscd
'which the scriptures prohibit as sinful and
not any extent ot usee-thait the use of ail
intoxicants to any extent ie declarod to be
morally wrong and the moderato tise of non-
intoxicants alone permitted. Witli theni
the evil resides in the liquor, not in the user.
The other party do not allowv any such dis-
tinction in the winee of Scriptnre as le
liere imnplied. They Innintain that Serip-
ture wines are intoxicatiný, that the mode-
rate use of suc~h je flot in itsef sinful, and
in the wvords of one, point their arguments
thue: IlThe grand consideration which
annihilates the entire grape-juire dlaim je
this: thatin ail the ancient writings, in-
cluding the Bible, while drunkenneése je
constantly spoken of, and teimperance and
intemperanc, abstinence and inoderation
and excees, constantly treated of, in ail the
ages, it je never once intimated, you eau
escape al] these evile if you will use the
MRT XIND Of Wine!1'

Your committee feel, then, that a more
solid and wider basic must bo found on
which to place and recommeud abstinence
than nn impracticable effort to establieli a
distincion betwecn Scripture %vine ns in-
toxicating and uniltoxicating, a-ad add,
while admitting as their belief tlîat the wmne
whiclh good and sober men uscd iii Bible
land wae inebriating, that it is sinful for
Christians flot to abstain froin wvine and
every other liquor by the use of which it je
well knowa and freèly admitted their bro-
ther muan « stumbieth, or is offended, or
rmade weak,."

There je a dlace of objects the rightness
orwrongness to use whieh wvholly depen dson
circumetances. They are coummonly.dcsig-
natedf things indifferent. The Seriptures
are verv full iniitîcir exposition of dhie-
tLafl aciiofi in reference to this clase. And
as confessedly among us the sin or duty or
ueing spirituous liquors dcpends on circuru-
stances, jour Committee believe that if tie
teaching of God's word on tic proper use
and abuse of thinge indifferent ivere fully
understood by temperance advocates, and
properly exchibited by theru, many good
men who flow eilher oppose the temperance

cause or scen indifferent to the succese
thercof, wvouid change their viewvs and re-
lations to it; tho foundation of ihis gre-at
moral and social reformation hc felt to bo
more secure even in the estimation of its
truest friends and efficient nid impartcd to
it in manifold wvays. The field of dut y
juet indieated je one wvhich, it muet bonad-
mittedl, lits dircctiy ini the path of the
Synod. What remains of this rejort will
ho a siight contribution 10 tîxis objeet.

Every man, evory Chiristian lias a a-
tural right to tic use of thinge indifferent.
This the Seriptures abundantly nnd eleariy
teacli. ]Rom. 14, 1 Cor. 8, &c. But there
is no truc *liberty whichi le frc from tie
ephere of authority or entircly overlooks
the suibordination of the individual to the
many. The subjeet we have cannot ex-
clade the exercice of this important princi-
pIc. Tic truth is that the natural right
to use thinge indifferent le modificd or
limited and may ho wvliolly set acide by the
operation of Christiair prudence and self-
donii, or Christian love. le .ead ef ad-
initting that Christians are at liberty to use
things indifferent, simpiy because of their
natural riglits or because thaey have thc
power to, use them and enjoy tbem or by a
reference to the craving of appotite, Paul
holds that that point muet be decided by a
reference to the ad-vantnge or benefir of
their use to thc user, and Nvhether ho may
ho able te sustain a trae mastery over stick
use. AUl ddngs <indifferent) are lawfi
iiiio me, bat ail things are not expedient; al
things are iawful for me, but T will ,zot be
brouqgh1titider t)ie power of eny, proves what
lias juet been advanced. It je elear that
the drinking of -vine muet corne under the
guidance of these -principies. Its use, even
in the case of one isolated from human so-
ciety, we thus sc, mnust depend uipon its
boneficial tendency, and Nyhether it may
flot dcstroy the liberty which dlaims the
rirnlit to use it.

Uf a iealthy state of body does thc appe-
tite require to be elîarpened, sloop induced,'
or strengri sougit for labor, by the use of
ivine 1 Thon your Committee'helieve tha4
it becomes obligatory by the apostie's raie
founded on self advantùge to, abstala.
Again, ie the desire for wine so stî-ong that
the man muet treat that desire to rid hlm-
self for a time of ite importnnity, and thus
quiet hie ner-es and feelings; or has the
will lost its powerof self-constraint and finde;
itself able to obey oniy the behoeste of appe-
tite! Tien themianisebrougit under 'the
power' of this tempter, no longer retins hie
liberty, but ie enelaved, and on rie principle
of respect ie bound to arbstain. T ho duty
of Chijeti9ne in the premises, and their si
in neglecting to disciarge it, are tins cx-
pressed by Dr. Hodge: " It is of great
importance to the moral health of the coul
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