
i3lannah. offored the customary good wislîcs.
IlIt is indeed a most suitable maarriage, and we are quite pleased

at it. So now, my dear, let bygones be bygones. Will you corne
with B3ernard to meet'Lady Dunsraore at dinner on Fridlay '

Neyer -%vu there a more composed p)uttiiig of the saddle upon the
wron hoseignoriug everýytligc that it wvas advisable to ignore, for

the sake of convenience. .And many a won»an, prudent and worldly-
-%vise, would have acceptcd it as sucli. But, unfortunately, i-lannali
wvas not a prudent woman. Against certain ineannesses lier spirit
revolted ivitb a fierceness that slipped ail self-control.

She glanced towards Bernard, but his eyes ivere turned away; Lie
Lad the moody, uncomfortable look of a man dragged iwnNvilingly into
women's -wars. Thrown back upon hierseif, alono, quite Mlone, pride
whispered that she miust act as if shie were alone, as if Lis love were
ail a dream, and she once more the solitary, indepen dent H-'annali
Thelluson, Nvho, forlorii as she was, liad alvays been able tili now to
ihold lier own, had neyer yet cxperienced an insuit or submitted
tamely to an injury. She would not nov.

I thank you, Lady Rivers, for the trouble you have taken, but
it wvill be quite impossible for me to accept youx invitation."

Lady Rivers looked amazed. Tlîat any concession she macle should
not be joyfully received, tlîat any invitation to the Moat-Eouse
should not be accepted with avidity; the thing was ridiculous. She
paused a moment as if' doubting shie Lad lîeard ariglit, and then -
pealed to B3ernard.

IlPray assure Miss Thielluson that she need not hesitate.. 1 have
watchcd ber narrowly of late, and. Lave quito got over aîiy little pre-

judices I it have Lad. I and àh gil wvill be delighited to sec
her. Do persuade lier to comle wvith yoiu."

"lExcuse me, but 1 always leave Mliss Thelluson to ciccido for
herself.'

The cold voice, the indifferent manner, thougli she knewy botli were-
advisable and inevitable, smote Hannahi to the core. Tliat bitter
position of love and no love, tics and no tics, scemed to degrade lier
almost as if she Lad beeîî realiy the -vile thing tliat somo people
thoughit ber.

IlMr'. Rivers is right," she said. 94I must decide for myseif. You
wislicd niy visits to you to cease ; I acquiesced ; it wvill flot be se eisy
to resumne thieir. As Mr'. Rivers's sister-i-law and housekeeper 1
shail nlways be happy to see you in bis bouse, but I fear you in-kit
excuse iny comingé te yours. Let us dismiss the subject. Shall I
offer you a cup of tea -?"

Hroi mainier, gentie as it -%vas, implied a resolution strong enougli
to surprise even Bernard. For Lady Rivers, ýjie colouired, even be-
nenth lier delicate rouge-but shle -eas too prudent to tzaîke offenlce.

IlThailk you. Your tea, as 1 S'aid, is always excellcnt; and per-
Laps vlien wcv La-ve more attractions to ogcr you, we niay yet sec you
at tlîe Moat-Rlouse. In the meantime, f Élope, Bel-nard, that Mliss
Theiluson's absence wiil not necessitate ý ours."

And slie looked liard at Liii detevrined to fiud how Lie felt ini the
.niatter, and Vo penetrate, if possible, the exact relations between the
two.
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