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Whe JLield,

Improving a Sandy Farm,

Tho Massachuscits Ploughman gives a degcription-
of a farm owned and worked by Mr. W Mattoon,
near Springficld, Mass. When it came 1ato ‘he
possession of the present owner it wasalmost a sandy
desort, not preducing more than three bushels of rye
to the acve. It now yiclds nearly two fous to the
acre, and other crops in proportion. .

i

Mr. Mattoon's first step toward improvement was:
to give tho lond aliberal dressing of clay. This was'
of course tho r'ght thing to do. Ile thusat once|
improved the texture of the soil, and added to its;
productiveness. Next, he began to think of providing!
manure, and instead of scnding toa diatence for horse
manure or artificial fertiliz. re; ho sct about utllizing
the wasto products near home. There is o large
slaughter-hoase near Lis farm, ard ke contricten for’
all the refuse, blood, bones, &e.  Thezo e haoled to)
his place, composted, and then appliod tothe land  He|
has managed to accumulato about cighty tons a year
of this ric's stufl, and has found that its cffuct on the
soil has been wonderful.  Ifo thinks it far mnre
valuable than “‘strawy horse-manure” Tie 2lsh
contracted for all the dead horses from the adjacend
city, an 1 rcecived §3 apicce fren the cly coundil
for hagling the nulsances away. These he composted
ina largo pile, allowing them to lie ascastn at least
and rot down beforo working them over. e makca
a specialty of heeping hoga oa account of the value
of their manure, and ad tho time referred to by our
contemporary, had wpwards of 20 fat ones on h's
place. He makes large use of ashes, and is an
assiduous collcctor of all manner of odds and cnds
that can Lo converted into fertilizing material. Of.
latc he has turncd his attention to leathier wasto,'
which, in rainy weather, is cut up by his men into
fine bits, and so fitted fer application to tho land..
Tho Ploughman thinks mincingup leather will hardly
pay, a8 ib will scarecly rot sullicicutly to produce any
fertiizing resalt tn a lifo t.me.  But it s refreshing,
amd the provalent neglect of manurc manafacturo, .
£0 meot with at'least one farmer who is suspected of-
going to an extrane in that dircchion. Xt sppears’
planly:cnough that Mr. Mattoon has demonstrated,
that a harren sandy fatm can bo brought uptoahgh
point of prolictivencas by tho utilization of w:sto
producis. Oi cousse, not only have scicnco, thought

and skill been brought to bear, but capital has been

expended: 1t has, however, boen wiscly used. and
so invested as to bring a remunerative retumn.

Our cuiumpuraly Jdow uot state whether any uso
was mado of clover in tho inprovement of ths farm
in question, bot wo havo no doubt that such an
intelligent and caterprising farmer as 3Mr Matioon
was not slow to avail himaolf of & crop ‘3o valuably,

and so especially suited to the improvement of the
laud on which he was operating.

There aro many atrotchos of sandy waste, here
and there, which uro only waiting for a Mr. Mattocn
to come along aud tako them in hand, to gwve the
most satisfactory soturns for the labor aznd leapital
expended on them. They aro the pleasantest of
'lands to work when brought up to a fair state of pro

ductiveness, ani whiie not g0 well adapted to wheat

as soils of stffer textare, they hsve their own special
adaptations, and only require judicisus mausgoment
to be farmed r3 profitably as any.

ishes in Beclauning a Farm. -

Wo have often spoken of the valuc of ashes, voth
leached £ad ualeached, se a fertihizer—have given
gy staaces of the good results thut have followed
thar use as a top-dicssing, and repeatedly urged
farmers to mako lurger use of them than they do.
And yet they aro carnied out of the state by the
shup-lowl, and tho tiuck larmers of Long lasad thak
themacives Juchy to get them, cven 4% tho outlay i
wme aad woney Lo wluch they are subjeuted. Not
lung ago wo were 1iding with o moss mielligeat and
walwlormed guntleman 1o cac of thie sea.shus
tusus 10 Mawe—a wwn which conbwins @ cousnier-
avio potlwn of Light, flat, sanuy land—a3 do most ol
our coast towns. Theland bad for some miles past
been of this character, being rather kard lovlung, and
suppoiting but a scanty burden of grass amd woods,
But we came to a farm in tho mudsé of this barren
sand, that was *'as green a3 alech.” The ficids
were ey swanded, the gronth of gr.ss was rauk,
stout, and of & deop bealthy green, and the calu-
vatod land luoked as though 1t was capabloe of piu-
dw.ing good yiclds of almost any farm crop. It was
a relicf to tho oyo to glance ever the boundasizs of
this farm, so closely defiucd was it, and in swmh
marked contrast to the barron 2and about it **Ilere;’
&aid our travelling companion, *iz a fann that
has been brought up by the use of leached ashea—

Kennebcee ashes, I suppuse, fiom somw of the soap
works on your mver.”  \We wero at the iuue nding
to tako tho cars and had no spare moments other-
wiso wo should have slop, and inquired of the
owner about his.method of usng the ashes We
lcaracd, however, that nonc 'h apphied un
recent ycars, so the goud.condition ol bus farm muat
have buen due to tho lasting gualitics of: the ashus.
Tho appearanco of the grass-fislls and pasturcs on
tlus farm wero enough, however, « conviacsany ons
of tho value of dcached ashes - os a surtinzer, an=i-ot
ywas cortanly a pretty sight to .cax at thess green
fiolds in contrast fo the goners. poverty -of.tho
surrounding  soil.  And wo made up our mud
then and there to agam warn eur -nver. {armers
aganst lotting * Kepsebec ashea”, be sent out of oar
river to wistont patts af tho states and oven to other

statcs by the visscl.load: Wou who are withina
doy's dnive of. a:scap factory set your tcams hauling
1:achod ashes for your grass iands if you havonothing

olso.to do, :and;great will bo yonr. rowanl —aaine.
Farmere  a. .

-

Drilling Wheat.

Tho U. 8. Deparlmeni of Agriculture has been
collecting information as to the extent to which'the
drill is used in wheat-sowing, and also as to .the
advactages of tho mothod, as they present them-
sclves to tho minds of intelligent agricnlturists. A
brief semmary of tho results obtained by theso da-
partmental investigations is as follows :—

1. Rifty-two per cent. of the winter wheat, and
thirty por cent. of the spriug wheat, or about {orty
per cent. of tho aggregzate of both kinds, represen
tho proporiion sceded with a drill, .

2, Ninc-tenths of tho testimony given asserts the
superiority of the driil for winter wheat.

3. An average increaso of one-tenth in the yicld is
assured by the use of the drill.

4. Alarge majority of obsurvers ileclare that in
most soils in which injury resulting from frust is
Lable to occur, dnlling prevents or reduces the loss.

5. The mojority asscrt that in certain clay soils
with roMing surfsces, some advantage acerues in
surfove-drainage by uso of the drill ; while in somo
‘heavy soils mith flat surfaces, the water freezing in
the drill-furrow docs positive injury.

6. ™.5 broadcast scoder predominates in spring
wheat regions, becauss botter adapted than tho drill
«0 swoding in unploaghed com ficlds, on rough sar-
faces, and in weedy ficlds.

7. About onc s.xih of.tho sccd wheat (or 5,330,000
Lashiels for tho cruy) mipzht bo saved by the exclu.
sivo uso of tho drill.

8. Tho drllis usud for sceding in conncction with
Lhotough cutlaro, aspeially in winter whoat growing;
tho bivwdeast suedes fur smperfect enltare and rough
surfaces, and sowing by hand 1s tho mcthod adopted
for small palchea mal fust efforts of impecuniovs
p-oncers.

Harvesting the Grain Grop.

Moro loss hag attended the harresting of grain from
allowing 1t ¢z tecome.over ripo, than from cuttingdt
1n too carly & stage of growth. A greater.pact of the
whoat crop 18 harvested when 1ipe and avt taken. jo
unll 1t will'shell badly,.aud henoo's loss:of grai
and a lessencd valuean straw. Arulb wehave always
been governed by has been to cut the wheat.ax soon
as tho berry.is.out of the.milk, but beforo the kernel
lias” beoome. a0 hasdieiicd that at.cannot ‘bo:masked
between the thumb,and finger ;.and:in cutting oats,
to lay.them as.acon.as two.thirds. of the /ficld had
becoma turned or changed in color. Xhey ahonld not
be allownd. to, io:in:the swath any-louger: thnniis
absointely necossary to.cure the straw.anflicieatly £o
prevent it:from monlding in the stack-or méw. Hoth
wheat and oats should be gamensd immediatoly after
they reach a condition .to make:it.sait. to.do &3,.58

-ot ritk attends Jeaving theso crope in the fichl
Wao Lixo koown acroafter acre of-heavy, mheatitd be
ruined by growing in.the bundle, all fmmm_cglccyns
to garner it a¢ thotimk whon it. was: fully, {ited:aud
wwoathod fair. :AVherp thers is bam. room itdsalway’s
bost 39'&"*8“;31‘01&1 under:aoof, .but where they
have to bestacked out from necessity, the work shoald
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