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¥or the Colonial Churchm

an.

Messrs, Editors,

I have a few remarks, the (ruit of a ‘good “‘f”"] o
thought on the sutject of Church Poiity, whish |

would beg of you to all vw to be printed in your mo:
valuable paper.

I

I'have been from my youth ijuclined to

things, (f.r which [ thank the grace of
differences of opinion in

aligion.
od) and the!
the christian world hayo oiten|
been to me a source of much grief and anxiety. Foy/
8 long period, in the early part of my life, 1 knew!
not which way to turn my head, [ wwas carring awayl
by every wind of ductrine, withont being able to ge
where | was 1o stop, or which of the many secis
which were in existence was the most scrintyrg!.
But at length, after several long conferences with, the
rector of my native parish on the sulject, ag well wy
with many of the principal discenting
neighbourhood, 1 was convinced that
realty find any just reason for leaving
England in which I bad the privilege t
considered (hat eyen Supposing that some of the
charges brought against her were true, yet they were
all o trifling compared with the great sin, and the
cuormous evil of schism, thut the

teacliers in my!
I coud not jy
the Church of
0 be horg, 1

Y could never be syff. !

may be led to make th

|Views on this subject,

)

istrong attachmen
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A4 Wial is the cause of this indifference? Shall we
“eeuse thove who are without,or should we not ra-
ther Juok within for the trye

tuuse of this great care-
CS8uess on tue part of churchmen with re
Chureh mattops? | believe thay
clergy neverp to Separate one ()
o toeir public or private
2ol always the case,

speet ty
it is the duty of the
octrive from anither
insrruclim.s; but I fear it je

For foar of giving oflence, they
e mog

t important doctrines of
repentance and fajth i Chy

isty the constant theme
dem lay before thejr
s to form bug ¢
language,’ 10 +

of all their preac
hearers tha recesg
hody) to
ntind,’
L cali

hing,
ty for christia
speak all ()¢ same
and to ullgy ¢ 6o divivoys among them
tiis leaving one Portion of ¢ ¢
od © ungey the bushe] .’
tion between every

-hould be laid befy

manner, |

one
be of one
. Now,
THE Counsgr, of
such a cloge Connec-
pture that the whole
1 4 plain apd familiar
vide Christ from the
from Chirj ¢, Such are my
that it seems to me we shouly
e church to oup peaple ay inti-
all the most important dogmas
What is the reason that the Ro-
Pt #s she s, preserves so much

erence fur her ordinances, and such
in her peo

I see
part of Scri
re :men j;
would peyep di
he church

Ineessantly hold up th
mately conneeteq with
of our holy faith,

man church, corry

Mity, so much pey

ple for all that belongs
: v 0 her?  Because they bave, 2ong many wrong no-
cientexcuies. And I found, moreaver, after !urther:tions, that good oune of the necessity ef unity, and
examination, that a most fivourable scriptura! foun-'{g
dation will be given {or all her doctrines, ‘

l‘ormuhries,

and ordinances, cantions jn.

I also found 80 many

, and|
true religion by these, t!
that the least shade of ¢
banished from the christian church.
satisly my mind with regard t
Church of England;
Upon as a branch of the tru

which was establispeq by
and which iy the

hat I formeq the firm ¢

dpinion
issent, if possible

s Should he
I bad g0y to
o the Catholicity of the
far she could he lonked
e church—eof that churet,
Cluist angd hig Apostles

t
¥, first gave me to understand thay
had been established in Gregq Britain

oman missionary, landed
without the greatest re.
® compelled by the force
that the Anglo-Saxen church submit-
rity of the Pope, Being convinced,
by these iucts and by several Passages in the holy
Fathers relating to the Gospel’s having been sent in
Apostolic times, to the ding also

utmost West, ang fin
that most of the Eastern churches hag never acknow-

our church
long before
there;
luctance, and without bein
of seeular arms,
ed to the agtho

ranch of the Catholic ard Apf)s-
8 satisfied that our Reformation
but merely a rejection of the su-
ad been imposed upon us by force,
e glad to lay aside as soon as
unity presented itself. I:hus,
became, and have been ever since,
sincerely attached to the Church of England. }Sl]l.ch
is my respect for this branch of the Church ?at lic,
that I look upon her ss ¢¢ the Church ’r,rf t;f’ hlvmg
God, the pillar and ground of the tru!h., -;lt l:tl re-
vere her ag 3 part of the body 9f Ch;xst, g1 atn
ready and willing to live and die for her,

But now, Messrs. Eiitors, allow me {0 say (hat
I'think there is a very great ignorance in the church
concerning all these matters.  Very f!_fw of her men-
bers are acquainted with the true principles and go.-
vernment of a church, and magy, very many, care
little about these things. Indeed, a large number gee

d.flerence at all between the church and' a sect,
n:d would as soon belong to the ote asto tge otber.
2

tolic Church, 1 wq
was not a schism,
perstitions which h
and which we wer
favourable oppory
Messrs, Editors, |

;ple
|IMay a pure and scriptural ¢
inust also say that I w
"discipﬁne inour chureh t
discipline should be revi
might be attended with
ar:aure that true religion could never be hurt by the

cle
day.
fane member, without
The respect f,ur the House of God, or for |

ever so well given, lose much of their we
fect. n
sent day begio to see this want, a
apply some remedy.

might adopt many useful rules much more
in :he Mother Cm{ntry. And I c.annot.bu
hope, Messrs. Ed\tors., that thetime will s
when, with the unanimous consent of o
aud clergy, we shall see the true
in operation among us.‘

one of the first to submit to any
1|spiritual benefit of souls jn view,

Y never cease 1o hold up

the chureh to their peo-
. Andif the papists cag

do this, how much more
hurch do the same? 1|
ish there were a little more

ved, and put in force,
some disadvantages, but we
evival of a godly and wholesome disciphn.e. The
Fgy must certainly feel the want o.f this every

We can hardly reprove an open sinner or pro-
making him leave the church,
use he minis-
proofs, be they
ight and eof-
gland in the pre-
nd are anxjous to
I'thiok, bowever, the church
were she to meet ip convocation,

easily thap
t express g
00n arrive,
ur Bishops
primitive discipline
Y purt, 1 would be
laws which hag the
Le they ever 80 ge-
the Church of God,
d Scriptures,
Your’s &e.

ers of God, is so low that our re

Many learned divines in En

n these colonies,

For m

vere, provided they be enacted by
and in accordance with the sacre
I remain, Mesgrs, Editors,
February, 1838,
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Messrs. \Editors,

Several ‘weeks: 4go you spoke of Bisho
‘ Primitive Church compared with the Protestany
Episcopal Church,” as a work deserving the altentiop
of churchmen; and I"have Lee, expecting
your pages a few extracts to Corroborate you
Supposing you to be
assizt you, because |
be "gratified generally,
fited. ‘The book js w

tian liberality, ayq mee
8 :

P Hopkiyg

to see iy
r opinion.
Fopose to
ders will

othernise Eugaged, 1 p
feel assureq your res
and many

investigate ¢

he claixx;s
t alwgy

which mys Y8 result benefic;

'of conflicting sects
ally for the Protest~

ant Kpiscopal Church, -

a
han there is;or rather,that our
This

i caion 0
. n
The work opens with the apostolic commissio

receive the weary and heavy laden into the k'mgdt::
of the Redeemer; and their fulfilment of this li‘:m,
mission by an immediste administration of bﬂPfler',.
and a subsequent admis-jon to the holy sacra'? the
Atcompanied with the encouraging promise 0 unti
Lord, that he would cortinue with this Ch“fch . gk
the end of the world., Therefore it still exists ,vea
thengh the ¢ivisions in the rhri.st.ian church p'!;‘;d 0
stumbling block to many who desire t.o be um] o
the Saviour. To assist in forming a just conclu os
the bishop then suggests the following as the m
simple process. p. 4.
“"“f’” :’e had liw[:d during the ministry of our Sﬂ‘:'o
our vpon earth, und desired to come -(o bim thaet ap‘,
might have life, it is plain that we should ha?t e
proached Lim in persen, and have left all, tha

his representatives, saying expressly, * Behold IE‘::
unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, whﬂ"ﬂ
8oever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto (he';
and whosesoever sins ye retain they are retained"
‘* As my Father hath sept me, even sosend lyoﬂ'.,
¢ Whoso receiveth you receivéth me, and whoso-l'ed
ceiveth me receiveth Him that sent me.” ¢ Go ye Iﬂ‘[l
all the world, ang preach the gospel, teaching "'
nations, and baptizing them in the name of the Fathe

of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and lo, I 8"‘[
with Youalwaye, even unto the end of the world.” O
course, had we lived in the days of the Apostles, ov*
only mede of coming to Christ, would have been 0
come to them, his appointed representatives; profe";
ing our penitence ang {aith receiving baptism, an
uniting ourselves in their visible communion and fel*
lowstip,

‘ Suppose,
age next follo
was no longer
but only with t
ordained to sue
come to

however, that we had lived in th
wing  the apostles, when the church
favoured with theip
hie ministry of those
ceed them, s it not plain that we shoulé
Christ by uniting with these successors ¢
the apostles, who were thus get jy their place, a?
acted by theijr express authority? Andifin that ag®
we found soma societies called christian, who bad de"'
parted from (he 2post'g)s doctrine ang fellowship i
ANy respect, should not e have avoided them, 8"
preferred uniting with thoge churches which continue‘1
faithlul to the apostolic rule in g things?  And shou!
we not have considered ourselyes bound to act up°?
the same Principle, whether we bad lived in the sa;
cond age afrer (o apostles, or in the third, or in tb
fourth, or the tineteenth century of the Christian er®
“But now that christendom is divided jnto so ma;
Ny sects, is not the path of our duty the same, althoud
the mode of discovering it may be more troublesomil
Are we not still required 1o neq all the diligeﬂc";
OUr power to select vur chyrch according to its @
herence to the spostles? Ayd if, through presl"f’r
tion or indolence of carelessness; or the gratiﬁCﬂ“of
of vanity, or the mere iufluence of prejudice or h:w
{bit,we decline the iuvestigation,do we not expose oV

selves to the charge of wilfy] neglect on a point whic
may,

personal ministry:
whom they b2

)

ibut of the whole Israe] of God?

I am well awar
selves the troublk
’their Consciences

rd
e that men are apt to save the.'“y

&
e of this examination, and sa“jng
of sayirg, it is all the same thi

. . ré
Imight follow him as did his other disciples. Befow ;
he ascended into heaven, he constituted his spost!é? |
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