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NORTHERN- MESSENGER.

SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1881, by Hdwin
W. Rice, as issued by .American Sunday-School
Union.)

LESSON VIIL
Ava. 21.] “
THE MANNA

Exod. 16: 1-8.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY VS. 4.

1. And they took their journey from Elim, and
all the congregation of the children of Israel
eame unto the wilderness of Sin, which is be-
tween Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of
the second month after their departing out of the
land of Egypt. =

2. And the whole congregation of the children
of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in
the wilderness :

3, And the children of Israel said unto them,
Would to God we had died by the hand of the
Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat. by the.
flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the
full ; for ye have brought us forth into this wild-
erness, to kill this whole agsembly with hunger,

4, Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I
will rain bread from heaven for you; and the
people shall go out and gather a certain rate
every day, that I may prove them, whether they
will walk in my law, or no.

5. And itshall come to pass that on the sixth
day they shall prepare that which they bring
iln _;land it shall be twice as much a8 they gather

aily.

6. And Moses and Aaron said unto all the
children of Israel, At even, then ye shall know
that the Lord hath brought you out from the
land of Egypt:

7. And in the morning, then yeshall see the
glory of the Lord : for that he heareth your mur-
murings against the Lord : and what are we,that
ye murmur against us? -

8. And Mosges said, This shall be, when the
Lord shall give you in the evening flesh to eat
and in the morming bread to the full; for that
the Lord heareth your murmurings which ye
murmur against him ; and what are we ? your
gm{‘imurings are not against us, but against the

ord.

GOLDEN TEXT,—Moses gave you not that
bread from heaven ; but my Father giveth you
the true bread from heaven.—JOHN 6: 32,

CENTRAL TRUTH. — The Lord feeds his
people.

INTRODUCTORY.—The utter and signal destruc~
tion of Egypt’s host with its leader precluding
further pursuit, was the occasion of the song of
praise which we have in EX. 15:1-21. Leaving
the Red Sea they march into the wilderness to
Marah, where there were bitter waters unfit to
driuk, until Moses, as directed by God, sweeten-
ed them by a tree which he castinto them. At
Marah the Israelites, forgetful of the Almighty
Hand which had led them, murmured against
lg‘(l(i)ses. Thence they marched southeast to

Glim.

To THE SCHOLAR.~Notice the impatience of
the lsraelites, the faith of Moses, and the long-
suffering mercy and love of God,

NOTES.—ELIM (the trees), a pleasant valley
abounding in water and trees, 15:27, where the
Israelites probably halted several days. Its lo-
cality is near to cither Wady Gharandel, or
Wady Useit or Wady Taiyibeh, three of the
most fertile spots in this part of the wilderness.
—WILDERNESS OF SIN, & plain now desolate,
wild and bare, extending along the east coast
of the Red Sea, and called Fl Markha. At the
time of the wanderings it may have afforded
fair pasturage.—~SINAI (burning bush), applied
sometimes t0 the peningula between the two
arms of the Red Sea ; sometimes to its central
group of mountains or of one of them, also
called Horeb,” Asto where the Law was given,
see Introduction, next Lesson..

EXPLANATIONS.

LussoN TorIcs,— (1) 1SRAEL’S FAITHLESS
MURMURS. (IL) Gop’s FAITHFUL PROMISE.
(IIL.) MosSES’ EXPOSTULATION AND MESSAGE.

I ISRAEL’S FAITHLESS MURMURS.—(1-3.)
Erim, see Notes; ALL THE CONGREGATION, per-
haps hitherto they had marched in companies
until they came together in the Wilderness of
Singee Notes ; SINAT,8ee Notes ; SECOND MONTH,
Zif or Ziv, our April or May; they had left
Rameses on the 15th of the first month. Up to
this time they had been provisioned, but now
they were in a desert place and hungry ; DIED
BY THE HAND OF THE LORD, referring probably
to that judgment by which all the first-born of
Egypt died ; ¥LESH POTS, an Egyptian word ;
TO THE FULL, plenty ;” ASSEMBLY, translated
“ehurch’ in the Greek, Acts7: 38,

1. GOD’S FAITHFUL PROMISE.—(4,5.) wiLy,
RAIN, “am about raining,” implying abund-
ance; BREAD, food ; FROM HEAVEN, the sky,
marking its miraculous character; CERTAIN
RATE EVERY DAY, Or “a day’s portionin its
day,” i.e., each day only enough for that day’s
use ; PROVE, iry them, whether they will trust
him from day -to day, and WALK IN MY LAW,
1.e., obey the command to gather no more than
oneday’s supply ; SIXTH DAY, i.e., the day hefore
Sabbath; PREPARE, 8€e Vverse 23; TWICE AS
MUCH, ETC., i.6., enough for that day and the
Sabbath, when there was none to gather, verse

111. MOSES' EXPOSTULATION AND MES-
SAGE.—(6-8.) sAID, in order to appease their
murmuring ; ‘AT EVEN, afternoon ; SHALL
KNow, by what will take place ; THE LLORD, not:
Moses and Aaron ; GLORY OF THE LORD, not the
miraculous supply of food, but the wonderful
manifestation mentioned in verse 105 AGAINST
THE LORD, because Moses was God’s representa-
tive; ¥LESH, of quails, verse 13; BREAD, verse 14
15; NOT AGAINST US,.BUT, etc., complaint and
dissatisfaction against God.

TEACKINGS: .
(1.) How goon we forget God’s past blessings.
(2.) Hiow sinful to repine against God’s deal-

ngs,
(3.) God provides food, but we must “gather”

(4.) As our day is, 8o shall our strength be,

ILLUSTRATION,—Sin of Murmuring. ¢ Con-
gider that murmuring is a mercy-imbittering
gin, a mercy-souring sin. As the sweetest things
put into & sour vessel become sour, or putinto a
bitter vessel, bitter, so murmuring puts gall and
wormwood into every cup of mercy that God
gives into our hands. The murmurer writes
¢Marah,’ that ig,bitterness,upon all his mercies :
and he reads and tastes bitterness in them all.
As ‘to the hungry soul every bitter thing is
sweet,” 850 t0 the murmuring soul every sweet
thing is bitter.”

CHRIST we Then

M urmured at by the people who B laspheme him.

A vhorred by the great who R etuse him.
N ezglected by the rich who B xclude him.
N ourishes the needy who _A_ ecept him.
A_ ppeases the hungry who D esire him.
LESSON IX.
Avue. 28.]

THE COMMANDMENTS.
Exod, 20: 1-11.

CoMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 3-7.
1. And God spake all these words, saying,

2. 1 am the Lord thy God, which have brouzhg
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house o
bondage.

3. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

4. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in
heaven above, or that ig in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth :

5. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,
nor serve them : for I the Lord thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth gen-
eration of them that hate me;

6. And shewing mercy unto thousands of
them that love me, and keep my command-
ments,

7. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy Gtod in vain; for the Lord will not hold him
guiltless that eth his name in vain.

8. Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy.

9. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy
work :

10. But the gseventh day is the sabbath of the
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-
gervant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy catile,
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:

11. For in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all thatin them is, and rested
the seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the
sabbath day, and hallowed it.

GOLDEN TEXT,—Jesus said unto him, Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all tiy mind.
This. is the first and great commandment.—
MATT, 22: 87, 38.

CENTRAL TRUTH.—The Lord i our law-
giver.

INTRODUCTORY.—Leaving the wilderness of
Sin, the lsraelites reached Dophkah and then
Alush, Num. 83: 12-14, At these places nothing
of moment occurred. They arrived at Rephi-
dim (now identified with Wady Feiran), where
there being no water, they resort not only to
murmurs, but almost to open rebellion against
Moses, who again interceding, procured out of
“the rock in Horeb” a miraculous supply, and
called the place Massah and Meribah, to com-
memorate their temptation and strife. Some
time probably after, they were called on to
fight their first battle. Amalek opposes their
march, but God being on their side they gain the
victory. Read Ex. 17:16. Jethro, the father-in-
law of Moses, hearing of all the wonders which
God had wroufht for Israel, visits Moses, and
obgerving all his anxiety and labor, advised him
to divide the people into companies,and appoint.
overeach, rulers or arbiters to settle petty differ-
ences. Moses followed this reasonable counsel,
and now, in the third month from the time they
left Egypt, we find the people in the wilderness,
which is at the foot of the range of the same
name, where “the ten commandments” were
given to Moses. As tothis range it is now the
prevailing opinion that Moges received the law
from God on Jebel Musga (Mount of Moses), &
mags 2 mileslong by 1 broad,having at the north
end a peak 7,363 feet high, and proclaimed it to
the people from Ras Sufsafeh, the northern peak
of Jebel Musa, which is 6,937’ feet high. At the
base of this peak is a plain, Er Rahah, 2 miles
long by half a mile wide, which afforded more
than sufficient sta,nding room for the 2,000,000
Israelites.—See SCHAFF'S Bible Dict. This In-
troduction will gerve for the next lesson also.

NOTE. — THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, 34:28,
called by various names, 24 : 22; 31:18; Deut. 9:
9, 10, literally * the ten words” or decalogue, ac-
cording to the Greek, were given to Israel as
God's covenant, or contract, with it, and a testi-
mony or witness against man’s sinfulness, They
are binding upon all men in all time, Matt, §: 17-
20. They are commonly divided into two parts ;
those referring to our duty to God, and. those to
our duty to man. “Thenumber ten symbolizes
the comprehensiveness and completeness of thig
moral law” which 18 summed up in Christ’s
folden rule. (Matt. 7:12,cf. Rom. 13:8-10; 1 Cor.

3.)

EXPLANATIONS.

LessoN Torics.—(I.) WIiTh REFVERENCE To
Gop HimseELr, (I1.) WITH REFERENCE TO
THE SABBATH—GOD'S DAY.

I. WITH REFERENCE TO GOD HIMSELF.
—(1-7.) GoD SPAKE, God uttered in the hearing of
man and angels, Deut. 5:4;Ps. 68:17; Acls 7:
543 Gal. 3:19; WORDS, precepts ; LORD, f ehovah ;
HOUSE OF BONDAGE, or of slaves, referring to
thelr servile condition ; v. 2 gives the reason why
God alone is to be worshipped : grateful love for
deliverance. It is the preface ; BEFORE ME, ‘be-
fore my face,” meaning, * besides me”; GRAVEN
IMAGE, OR ANY LIKENESS, meaning any carved
image or form, see Deut. 4 :15-19, for the purpose

of worship as v. 5 explains; BOw DOWN NOR

S gy S

SERVE THEM, not to be made for worship. They
were not to be idolators; JEALOUS, God iis love,
and love claims fidelity, and He is * jealous for
his own honor;” VISITING THE INIQUITY, or
wrong doing : not its guilty penalty, see Deut.
24:16, but its consequences descend to nations
and individuals ; HATE ME,sin is practical hatred
of God ; SHOWING MERCY UNTO THOUSANDS,God’s
mercy endureth for, ever, Ps.138:8; TAKE IN
VAIN, use lightly, irreverently, and falsely ; pro-
hibits profanity and perjury ; HOLD HIM GUILT-
LESS, pronounce innocent, acquit.

1I. WITHREFERENCE TO.THESABBATH>
GOD’S DAY.—(8-11.) REMEMBER, keep in mind,
observe ;38ABBATH, ‘‘ rest after labor”’ ; KEEP IT
}10L15i sanctify it, Deut. 6:12, set it apart for
sacred purposes; SEVENTH DAY,since Christ rose
from the grave on the first day, Christians ob-
serve it instead of the seventh day; OF THE
LoORD, ““unto the Lord”; THOU SHALT NOT DO
ANY WORK, thoushalt do no strictly worldly
work., See Christ’s words and example, Matt.
12:10-13; Mark 2: 23-28; STRANGER, foreigner,
not a Jew. The law of Sabbath observance is
world-wide ; WITHIN THY GATES, within the
whole district wherever they might be located ;
HALLOWED, made holy.

TEACHINGS

(1) As Creator and benefactor God i8 enti”
tled to make laws ‘and demand obed”

ience.

(2.) God’s 1aw being just and right in itself
requires observance.

(3.) God’s honor, as well as regard for his
own law, ecannot admit any other ob-
Ject to share in that allegiance which
his creatures are bound to yield.

(4.) Infringement of God’s laws entails pun-
ishment not only on those who actu-
ally do 8o, but on others to whom they
are related. .

(5.) God’s mercy provides a remedy for the
evil thereby sustained.

(6.) The obligation to keep one day in seven
holy is taught not only by the highest
example and most direct command,
but has been recognized by Christ’s
truedisciples in all ages.

(7.) In keeping the Sabbath shall we follow
their example or the example of the
world ?

LESSON X.
SEPT. 4.
THE COMMANDMENTS.

Exod. 20 : 12-21.

CoMMIT TO MEMORY VS. 12-17.
12. Honor thy father and thy mother: that
thy days may be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.

13. Thou shalt not kill.
14. Thou shalt not commit adultery.
15. Thou shalt not steal.

16, Thou ghalt not bear false wltness against
thy neighbor. ?

17. Thou shalt not coyet thy neighbor’s house,
thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor
his man-gervant, nor his maid-servant,nor his
gx, nor his ass, nor any thing thatis thy neigh-

or’s.

18. And all the people saw the thunderings,
and the lightnings, and the noise of the trum-
pet, and the mountain smoking: and when the
people saw it, they removed, and stood atar off.

19. And they said unto Moses, Speak thou
with us, and we will hear: but let not God
speak with us, lest we die.

20. And Moses said unto the people,Fear not :

or God is come to prove you, and that his fear
may be before your faces, that ye sin not.

21, And the people stood afar off, and Mos
drew near unto the thick darkness where G
wWas,

GOLDEN TEXT.—And the second is like unto
it, Thou shalt Tove thy neighbor as thyself. On
these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.—MATT. 22 : 39, 40.

CENTRAL TRUTH.—The law is holy.

INTRODUCTORY.—Some suppose that the Com-
mandments in last lesson were written on one
of the two tablets of stone, 31 : I8, and the six in
this lesson on the other. It is more probable
that each tablet contained five. Those of this
lesson have direct reference to our duty to our
fellow men, -

To THE SCHOLAR.—Stody carefully the Daily
Readings. Examine yourself, and see which
of the commandments you have not broken in
thought, word or deed. Go to Cnrist for
strength. $

NOTE,—THUNDERINGS, LIGHTNINGS, TRUM-
PET, MOUNTAIN, SMOKING, the terriflc accom-
paniments of the giving of the law, 19: 20. They
resembled closely the phenomena av the erup-
tion of a volecano, no volcano being abt work
19:18. They were evidently miraculous, an
meant to impress upon the people the solemnity
of the oceasion, the importance of the law, and
the majesty and power of God. See Introduc-
tion to last lesson.

EXPLANATIONS.

LESSON TOPICS.— (1.) SINS OF ACTION. (IL)
(Sims oF WorD AND THOUGHT. (IIL) FEARING
0D,

I. BINS OF ACTION.—(12-15.) HONOR, revere,
show regard ; FATHER......MOTHER, aS repre-
senting God,  The range of this law extends to
rulers ; DAYS MAY BE LONG, 1.6, that thou may-
est live long in the land, Deut.5:16, ¢, Eph.
6:3. Though aﬂ)lying rimarily to Israel, this
promise is of wider application, as is proved ;‘y
experience, XKILL, ‘‘murder,” applies only to
the taking of human life from malice. On this
and the next commandment, as to adultery,
gee Christ’s worda Matt. 5:21-82; srEAL. 1. e.,
depriving either God or man of what belongs or
is due to either; whethergoods or money,repu-
tation or estate.

11. SINS OF WORD AN D THOUGHT. —(16,17.)
BEAR FALSE WITNESS, cf.,, Deut, 19:16-19, * an-
swer falsely,” with reference to a court ot jus-
tice ; but applicable to all our intercourse with
our NEIGHBOR, said by Rabbins to mean only &
fellow Jew ; by Christ as equivelent to our fel-
low maxn, Lukel0: 25-37; cover, * desire,” Deut.
5:21 ; the sin consists in allowing the desire .to

be a working motive

i TP 7 « b RN Y,

to disobedience of any

commandment, as its scope implied. The Ro-
man Catholic Church, omitting the Second
Commandment, divides the Tenth into two, so
as to retain the number ten.

1II. FEARING GOD,—(18-21.) SAW, perception
through any of the senses ; here they heard and
saw; THUNDERINGS, LIGHTNINGS, ETIC., Sce
Note; NOISEOF THE TRUMPET, not from a real
trumpet, but resembling the noise of the cornet
made of aram’s horn, used by the priests for as-
sembling the people; REMOVED, farther from
the mountain ; SPEAK THOU WITH US, ghey felt
their need for a middle man ; HEAR, give heed
and obey ; the heads of the people and elders
spoke ; LEST WE DIE, the awiul phenomena ter-
rified them, and made them dread destruction,
Deut. b5 :23-27. They telt they could not hear
God’s words, but through Moges as their media-
tor; FEAR NOT, i e, that God will destroy you
How often has it been graciously repeated by
God himself ; TO PROVE YOU, i.e., 10 give youan
opportunity to show your obedience, trust; HIS
FEAR MAY BX BEFORE YOUR FACES, i.e, that re-
gard and reverence for him may be ever in your
hearts and minds, and prevent you from sin-
ning against him; MOSES DREW NEAR, ‘' was
made 10 draw near” ; THICK DARKNESS proba-
bly of the cloud upon the mount, 19 : 16.

TEACHINGS:

(1) Wateh your words and your feelings;

:ijoc(lI does ;they may be assinful asany
eed,

(?,) Be satisfied with what God gives you.

(8.) God is terrible to the sinner, but be-
comes a loving Father through Christ.

(4.) Through our Mediator we can come to
God at all times and in every place,

(5.) Every “temptation”or ¢ trial”is an op-
portunity to show our faith and love.

GOD’S LAWS ARE HIS
I. JUDGMENTS,

II. ORDINANCES,
II11. WORDS,

¥I. COMMANDMENTS,
VII. STATUTES,
VIII. PRECEPTS,
IV. WAXS, IX. NAME,
¥. FAITHFULNESS, X. TESTIMONI1ES.

PSALM 119.

Wz WourLbp RECOMMEND to the attention
of readers of the MESSENGER, the WEEKLY
WirNEess, a newspaper which is generally
commended for the quantity and value of
its contents all over this Continent. Its
price i but $1.10a year, whilesubscribers to
it have the opportunily of obtaining the
beautiful picture of “Christ Leaving the
Preetorium ”’ for 25 cents additional, It has
special departments devoted to Agriculture
Veterinary, Legal and other sibjects, and is
just sucha paper asshould bein every family.

el aictcs iy

NOTICE.

Subscribers to this paper will find the
date their subscription terminates printed
after the name. Those whose subscriptions
expire at- the end of .the present month will
pléas ¢ have the remiftances mailed in time.
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Tae CLus Rares for the “Mrssunang,”’

when sent to one address, are as follows :—

1 copy, 30¢ ; 10 copies, $2.50'; 25 copies, §6 ;

50 copies, $11.50 ; 100 copies, $22 ; 1,000

copies, $200. JOHN DOUGALL& Sow, Pub-
lishers, Montreal.

MonTrEAL DAILY WITNESS $3.00 a year,
post-paid.
MONTREAL WEEKLY WITNEsS, $1.10 a
ear, post-paid. i
Tearn, POSPH™ Jomn Dovern & SON,
Publishers, Montreal, Q.

JARDS, entirely new, with copyright
40 Lxﬁ) two alile, with name, Ic, orymgmé
10c. All flowers, name and language of every
card sent with a pack. Stamps taken,
: J. B. HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y.
(uN
WAN l]&“ to canvass for our new book
“ Unecle Tom’s Story of His Life,” the hero oi

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, only $L2. Circulars
giving full particulars on application,

SCHUYLER, SMITH & CO., London, Ont.

EPPS’S COCOA.
GRATEFUL AND GOMFORTING.

« By g thorough knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a careful application of
the fine properties o. well-selected Cocoa, M.
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with &
de‘iFweny flavored beverage which may save
us many heavy doctor’s bills. Itis by the judi-
cious use of such articles of diet thai a consti-
tution may be gradually built up until strong
enough to resist every tendency to disease.
Hundreds of subtle maladies are foating
around us ready to attack wherever there is &
weak point. We may escape many a fatal 8 {4
by keeping ourselves well fortified with Pl}l"“
blood and a properly nourished frame.”—Civi
Service Gazette.—Sold only in Packets labelle
“ JAMES EPPS & CO., Homcpathic Ohelgis'::
London, Eng.”—A Iso makers of Epps’s Cnoc
late Essence for afternoon use.
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