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and thin white hair stirred by the
searching wind, took his way along  the
Thames Embankment in the direction of
Westminster, He looked neither to right nor
to .left, and. his bright eyes, with a  suspicion
.of wildness in them, did not seem to see wh.at
was before them, neither the river, _Wxth its
early morning barges, nor the .etr_agg:lmg way-
farers. His step was uncertain in its tread,
but the most distant suspicion of intoxication
was forbidden by the wholesomeness of the
clear-cut face, even in the deadly pallor which
struggled with the bronze of the complexion,
and showed through it in the ashen-grey hue
of a stricken man. A few of the passers-by
remarked something out of the common, they
could not tell what, in the old man’s bearing,
and looked inquiringly after him.

At last an astonished acquaintance stopped
him when he would have' passed on unseeing,
like one who walks in his sleep, and insisted
on the interchange of customary greetings.
¢ Hullo! Dixon, where are you off to so fast
in this weather. What about your rheuma-
tism?’

‘ How do you do, Abdy?’ answered the man
‘addressed, pulling himself up by an effori.
Then he darted to the heart of his trouble.
*Have you heard of the failure of the Trav-
endrum Bank? My money ie in it. What is
more, I am a shareholder; I'm ruined to the
door.’

‘Bless my soul! you don’t say so? I'm aw-
fully sorry,’ stammered the listener standing
aghast, for he had been reading in the morn-
ing paper the disastrous failure of the Indian
bank, and was aware it was a bad business.
¢ Still, my dear fellow, there are the assets to
be realised.” He tried to conjure up some
crumb of comfort. S

¢ Never,’ said Captain Dixon, with his set
face. ‘I’ve sown the wind only that my wife
and daughter may reap the whirlwind.
There has been some infernal swindling, which
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an old idiot of a soldier could not see through.
You'll excuse strong language tliis morning,
Abdy,’ with a wan, wintry emile,

‘Excuse! man. I would excuse anything
and anybody but these rascally speculators!
Where are you bound for, may I ask?” with
an uneasy sense that Dixon wag not in eir-
cumstances or in a'eondition to be left alome.

‘Where  many more will be going one ot
these days, if they have not yet got the start
of me.- I am not worse off than my neigh-
bors, not by .a long chalk,’ said Dixon, with a
gallant effort to pull himself together. ‘My
boy and girl can do for themselves; my liver
does not trouble me to speak of; 'm a month
or two off seventy; I can still keep a station
or a toll, or whatever I can get to maintain
a roof over my wife’s head and my own; we
ain’t hard to put up. Ah! Where am I go-
ing?  Straight to a man of business, to ask
him to find a new tenant for my house, and
to put up my furniture for sale.’ .

In the old-fashioned house, very homelike

| in its modest pleasantnecs, in one of the »ld-

fashioned Chelsea side etreets, poor Mrs,
Dixon did not sit idle in her desolation—she
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ANY rerson who is the sole head of a family, or
any male over 18 years old, may homestead L a
quarter-section of available Dominjon land in Ma-
nitoba, Saskatchewan or Alberta. The applicant
must appear in person at the Dominion Lands
Agency or Sub-Ageucy for the district. Entry by
proxy may be made at any agency, ou certain
conditions, by father, mother, son, daughteér, bro-
ther or sister of intending homesteader, :

Duties, — Six months’ residence upon and culti<
vation of the land im cach of three years. A homo-
steader may live withio nine miles of his home-
stead on a farm of at least 80 acres soicly owned
and occupied by him or by his father, mother,son,
daughter, brother or sister.

In certain districts a homesteader in good stand-
jug may pre-empt a arter section alongside . his
homestead. Price $3.00 per acre. Duties—Must
reside six months in each of six years frowm dateof
homestead entry (including the time raquired to

earn homestead patent), and cultivate fiity acres |

extra, - SR S T : R :
A homesteader who has exhaustcd his homestead
right and cannot obtain a pre-emption may take a
purchased homestead in certain districts.  Price,
$2.00 per acre.  Duties— Must reside six months in
each of three years, cultivate fifty acres and erect
a house worth $300.00, ; y . 51,
W. W. CORY,

" Deputy of the Minister of the Interior.
N.B.—Unauthorized publication of this advertise-
ment will not be paid for.

e
‘When writing to advertisers please mention the “Northern
Mossenger.” &t

was trying, through a blinding mist of unshed
tears, to make out a list of such articles a8
the family would require anywhere, to be re-
served or bought back from the sale. = She
was practically alone, since Madge was away,
on a visit, and had not heard what had be-
fallen them. No euperfluity or luxury which
would feteh money to pay their debts could
be taken Mrs. Dixon was explaining to her-
self—mot her silver tea-pot, though it had
been her mother’s gift, nor the gilt time-
piece, which had been a present to the Cap-
tain from his non-commissioned officers on hig
taking leave of the regiment.
(To be continued.)
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A SPLENDID GROUP—TRY IT!

The *‘Witness’ Tor over sixty years uns
rivalled in the confidence of the Canadian pub-
lie. Latest news, market reports, etc., finane
cial and literary reviews, good stories, home
and boys pages, queries, ete., ete.  Valuable
departments devoted to farming interests. A
clean commercial, agricultural and -home newss
paper. (Send for a sample.) $1.00 a year.

With the ‘Messénger’ $1.20.

‘Worid Wide’ A weekly reprint of the
best things in the world’s great journals. Re-
flects the thought of the times. Best cartoons
of the week. The busy man’s paper. Nothe
ing like it anywhere for the money. Send for
s sample. §1.50 a year.

With the ‘Messenger’ $1.75.

‘canadian Pictorial’ = Canada’s’ popular ils
Justrated monthly. ngh grade paper, high
grade pictures. Interesting to young and old
alike. Many of its full page pictures suitabla
for framing. $1.00 a year.

With the ‘Messenger’ $1.00.

The ‘Northern Messenger’ speaks for itself,
A favorite for over forty years, and increags
ingly popular. A potent influence for good.

‘Weekly Witness,’ ‘ Canadian Pictorial and
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