
they were excâirated by the CPhristians] for 'the, purpoîSe of hýýurlaIl,
Son accouùt ôf thQir rejeceion of the Roman, mode of burning'û the,
'dead. I pÉocèss ot time thesé subterranean recesnes became
very èxteùisiVe, winding in. a 'net-work or series of labyrinths,
aroundl nearily 'thé, whùle city, and having ýopenings la different[Idirections. From thé nature of -the excavations -the secret élue
to their windings Nýas known to, the Christians alone. And, there
wvas thus prépared by the prô-videncet of God an asylum for the
Churcli in ffhe days of lier persecution, with which. the persecutor
wvastoýa geat extent unacquainte.d. The Christians..took careto
extend these àùbterranean, hidýing-places,,and to makeý them more
intricate, by lateral branches, by blocking up some of the. passages,
1aud by. excavati.ng. further lines of galleries' bothi above, and

beneath tIiem, so as, if pdissibIe, ;to baffle the, pursuit ýof their
enemies. Indeed. the extent of . theso labyrinths is. almostIincredible : -they. have been. tr.aced to a, distance- of -nearly.,twenty
Miles;- and -theré is'no. dloi7bt ithat to this 'dwa.great p areiofthe,
1ground in the 4Viinity of the'cîty of :Rome is completely hoiley-
combed .bythesÔ exÉcavations. The Christians.also inade-addi-ýions
to the numÈber of openingý into, them, so' as to. giveý ýa 'moreIready access, sund also inade perforations in places nlot ieasily:
detected, so) Ms to give air, and, to. a limited exteut, a fer, iay$,of

Thus was the Church of Christ prepared.wher. the persebutions,
of the ýEmperors brokeout. -It was somie, timebefore she- became
the subjeet of rerùark, and during those days of, ýpeace, Wlien e
was graduàlly'èmbracing ýainng lier' followers inen of allxgnkcs
until she became a great multitude- it, is probable tat, the,
(Jatacomùbs weri3 ouly used by thé. Cliristiaiis for, the puTpose
of 'burying-their dead. But soon. the. sceeewa, çine
and the, flame -of persebution commencecL Nero was, the, fits
who u;nsheàthed bis .swbrël agais th Chrstian, an. froni

bis tume until, the -dàys of Constantine,-that i- ta spy, .,for
nearly theeenturies,-thore wvere? comparativç1y fow poriodsof
rest for the Church. 'There wasconstantanxiet.y,,Qyen,;wllen the

imerial edicts were noü put -in force,. ,aud. on -the siaf
danger recourse was ,had to those. dark bt>ý protectingca0nsf, It
:is&probable that those who were, most, exposed. to, the wTath of the.,


