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or violine; the pikch fork or the tuning pipa of the precontor is ait that we cau
tolerato in t.his respect. The precentor, a magt important porsonngo in aur
Ohurchoi, conduets this panrt of the service, soetimes ivitlî, but mtfrcqtiontl
without thiu nid of a choir or hndi. Ho-l may ho a man of good parts, nnd
accomplishc<I in tho art and scienco of music. But this, nias! i8 net genorallv
tho case. Mont frequently our precentor ie one who cnn shout and miake 'a
noise neither musical nor melediotis in its chnrncter, and Wvho, in tho selection
of his itunes- or in the îniodi of their expression, lins littie or nu regard to the
eubject of the Psalm. Sublimity and pathos, mou rning and joy, jucigmont and
Mercy, are ail mingleà together in a rccurring monotony of sound. Theto
anomalies9 sould flot bo toi cratcd in the pince of amusement, and WC Wvonder
how- they coma to bo thought dorent L. the biouse of Qed. Citurch music, Were
WC tn jadgre frein tho clifficuity of obwiining oeon a tolorablo precentor, and thrt.
too in city congregations, -Would ecein to, bc one cf the iost arts. It fi
dovoutiy to be wislied that ns somne attention lans boon drawn in Scotl.and to this
matter, and a normal echool instittuted for the training cf preontors, ivo too, in
Canada ivili ero long exporionce the boneficial influence cf this movomont. If
Wa wisbi te improve our Psalmody, ive must obtain botter precentors. It is vain
to oxpect that a congregation Wvoll over Bing botter than its leader, or Oint it
can ovor sing witb melody to the loading cf an unmnusicai precontor.

If tha precontor is not ail thant might be desired, whint' are WC te exp oct from
the peopleo? Alas 1 it 18 too truo that We have mnuch to inourn ovor in the way in
wihieh they praise God. In. the first place, mnany hava evidently ne righit idea
of what worship really ie, or cf its solemnity and importance. It is frequently
spokiea cf ns thc preliminary part of tIc Sabb:ith, service; ns if it -,ere only
an introduction, or a kind cf decent preparation for the more serious business
of the proaching, and not, indeed the, first and chiefost business of the, day. Tlii
result of thie isotînt many Without shamo or regret enter Churcli after the service
ie wehl advanred, and think therneelves in time if they only hear the sermon.
But a more prevalent and serious evil than even this, arising eut cf the want of

aproper idea of worship, le tînt many de not sine at aIl. They act as if
singing wns no business cf theire, and they sem during' the timne cf praise to be
wandering upen the Mountains cf vanity. Ladies9 are mucli te blame iu this
matter. Theïr veices are naturally musical, and they possess more rnenerally the
faculty cf Eong than do thocir brothers or husbands. Many of thom, are
besides taugît the art nt the cost of mucu time and money. The Church hms
a special claini upon theni in this part cf lier service. It is not inuch tînt a
weman can do in the Ohureh. Slie is prohibited frem speaking or ruling but
ehe may counter-balance thes disabilities by adding te, tIe beauty and charnl
of the ivorship, by the melody cf ber voice ln praise.

Discord is the truc name te give te much cf our Cliurcli music. Some, ambi.
tiens te be heard aboya othere, sing eut cf ail barmeny with their neighbour,
and feW sing witli any regard te correct time. The Psaim thus drags iLs "lslow
length atong," and the sweet melody of truu music which. thril thse Boul. witit
a tramer of eestacy is seldom. beard in our Ohurehes. Wby may We not
follow the example cf the old saint whoI "dmring the singing of Psalms stood
in an erect posture, neyer studying his ense by leaiming or supporting hie body.
Hie look wns eften raised heavenward; bis countenance in a inanner shone, and
bis wbole frame involuntarily fohiewed the direction cf bis seul ?" Vie cau symzn-
pathize witb the reply which lie made to the monkisi pun Iltint hie seemed
fonder cf Pâalms than cf Salmon. IL is a fact, says hie, but my disgust le aise
excited when I sea men net duly attentive to tlsem." Viliat an analogy, bad
Salmon nnd bàd Psalming I Some may say thant it je of ne consequence lias
we sing provided we Bing with the beart. Mucb truly may be excused iu one


