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it 1~ made on either side of jt: nor
are wo better informed as to the origin
of & * Jerry-builder,” unless he has de-
servea that name from the many lamen.
tations he hes given rise to,

Weeadl know the sad complications
whicls arose from the house that Jack
built ; 1hey ace preserved ju nursery-
legend, BPuat the miscres caused by the
building .0 Jerry form too grione i sub
Jeet for nurserysong, This
house that Jerry built,” misht
s the op s foe of ey o teaaedy,
“This i the tale o hae that
torn by o poor -noraver all forloren,
who oitea wished he'd never been born,
and even vowred to Jearn the horn to
drown the noi-e that rose i the morn,
and cast a blisht both day and night,
on the luckless wight that lay in the
house that Jeery built.” . ‘

The story of ** Christic v, Davey ™
worth recapitunlating, as it i~ probably
only one of an Rdinite nunber o singt.
Iar cases. The defeadant was an en-
graver, one who followed a profession
which requires peace and guictude, and
Hved in & stmi-detached house in Brix-
ton. Now, we do not mean to say that
et particular house was worse built
thaa any other; probably it was exact-
Iy cqual in coustruction to ail the
honses of which our suburbs are com
posc1l; we wonld merely remark tant
the contemporary  builder and
teet—whethier the seede of their nbours
be in Bristoa, in Kensington, or jn i<]-
jrgton — have  extremely snadeguate
fdeas as to what o wall should be, In
the other semi-detached vidla, and divi-
dded from Mr. Davey by a party-wadl,
lived the funmuly of Myr. Christle.  Murs.
Christie was an accomplished musicin,
who gave lessons on the piangiorte,
and who was blssed with a danghter
alzo a pianist, a son who played the
violonceflo ‘e amatour, amd a hus.
band who was rather deaf, Aiso there
cume 1o this house @ vsitor jn tie
ehape of a young fady who was ocen-
pled in perfecting her musical cducation
as a singer.  According to the state-
ments of Mr. aud Mrs. Davey, the first
notes of the much-vexed piano were
heard about 8.45 in the morning, and
sometimes earlier, and were continued
without intermission untll 11.30 at
night, or later sti'l. At intervals mizht
be heard the volee of the violoneello,
a fitful and wendering instrument, for
it sounded sonetimes from the basement
and sometimes from the attie, Foery.
body who 1~ nequainted wath tne weird
and blood-curdling tones of che Cecllo,
will apprecate the horror hat muast
hane been added by thedr apparent ubi-
quity.
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fon, all might have been well; bhut  he
chost to write in what he subsequent-
1y deseribed ax ot Jocular ™ strain, and
his neighbours took offence.  Receiving
no answer, Mr. Dasvey conu-mpl:u‘ml re-
prisals.  He remembered that he, too,
was it mausicion, that he had been o
membey of a church band and a nigger-
troupe ~— two  sonicw it fncongruous
Lranches of the musjcal art—umd that
he Was more ot less proficient apotn the
tHute andd the concerting (gt was upon
the wormer ol two  jnstrumenty
thitt e played in thie chiweh bandy,
and he dewermined o it bas own tnuse-
cal talents aeainst those of s negh-
bour-, 1t is to be feared that o the
coneerts thet were subsequently given
by Mi. bavey and his ivjends, 1t was
the nigger minstrelsy that predomin-
ited, that the orehestra contamed more
powerful justruments than the conver-
tins, and Uit the applause Wis more
el aent thin s usual e private
hous o AU any rate, his  neghbours
were aoved o complain through i
medium o1 thegt solicitor, and w de-
mannd in ther it a0 cessittion of
sotn ), CPhis detand seams to have voen
et in the same Joeular =paat o whdh
My, bavey penned his onwbn epstle ot pe-
monstrancy, and the oualy aatisfaction
Lhey gaided was the assurance that My,
Lavey wWas aboutl 10 atead s mygsi-
cal knowladge, and proposcd wo dovoue
his lesure momen's 1o saquiing the
raditiients 1 the P, coliiopean, abd
hovi, Then the Jatiedte ot both piaat
fes appar ntdy bioke down
aed their gquarrel foune 1ts way auto
@ Court of Law, Naturally, Mr. Davey
lost hi- o case, There was avllnng to
show tiat the Christie f:unily had exer-
cised thewr piaro, their violoueello, and
theil mausici] talents generaly an any -
thing but Jegitimate fashion, tor, after
all, 1t s aot illegal to give oue music.
lesrOit atter another, or to sin_ from
mormng W night; whercits “here wauas
oilly tou good cause to suspect that
Mre, Davey’s coneerts were animated by
sonp thiag else taan a simple lonve o1
gaasic, adad that the appliavse which fol-
lowed upon the ~xeeution of cach mel.
ady was more deafening than the oc-
casiog warranted, The case was not
without its unusing jnefdents ; and the
defendant’s attempt to justify his el
to b consjdered a musicia, Was a good
deil more entertaining than the jocu-
Luily of his letter-writing., Moreover,
the evidenee threw a light upeun  the
weages of musicul cirel's in Briaton,
which was rather instructive, It i
not considered polite, as we learnt from
vile witness, for a Erixton audicnee to
ery * Eacore ™ or " Bravo ™ at the con-
clu-jon of @ song, the correet furm of
approbation i, to say * Thank you,
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Woodo sympathise wath  the defend.
ant, but we mast not give him adl vur
sympathy, for it were ouly just to re.
perve o little for the * enraged musi-
cian,” his neighbour. Alter all, musi.
ciansg must pursue their calling, and
they muxt live in houses; even though
evil fortune shounld occasionally place
their neat door to senxitive engriavers,
We do not know exactly how the Ger-
mar professor of music gives his les.
sons, bhut we imagine that he must
place some limit to his labours, for fn
many German towns there exists a salu-
tary law which forbids the playing of
planoy in private houses between ce--
tala hours, It might secwn advisable to
som¢ prople that we should adopt a
shnilar reguliation’; but it is to be hoped
that, however great our provocntlbn.
we shall never e tempted to do so. It
woultt prove to be only the first of a
serivs of other laws and by-laws, all

) fr:oned to meet equally erying evils,

The Teuton seems to live happily un-
der o system of grandmotherly legishn-
tion which officindly orders his whole
life for him ; but Englishmen entertain
o strong aversion to being taken carve
of In that fashion, and this aversion
is & very wholesome one.  The only
possiblu reform that we ean suggest is
that which we have already proposed
to builders and architeets,  Have these
gentlemen no pity 2 Can th'(\v regard
with cquanimity the sorrowful  =pec-
tacle of two worthy families bent on
wrecking  each  others’ peace of mand,
simply Leeause the builder's party-wall
is insufficient for jts purpose? In many
of the older streets and squares of Lon-
don, where the houses date from the
hegianing of the century, or are older
still, it is almost possible to fire a can-
non in one’s drawing-room withotut at-
tracting undue attention from ones
next.door n¥ighbour: we shudder to-
think of the possible result ¢ such an
experjiment in & modern house,—probab-
Iy a heap of ruing, and not a very hig
heap either, for the tale of bricks s
short,
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A barroom fixture~the bum.

There is one lucky thing about spoiled.
clildien=we never have them in our own
{anmily.

Paticnt~Doctor I can't slecp at night.
I tamble and toss till moming.

Do:to.—H'm that’s bad. Let me see your
tongue. (After diagnosis) Physically ,you
are all right. Perhops you worry over
that bill you've owed me for the last two
yeas ]



