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~ This Hlustration shows how Mr. Ellis is Succeeding in Solving the Ugly Fence Problem

Tho graftod varieties of lilac and other shrubs here used do not rob the flowers in the borders of
the molsture and plant food as many shrubs or trees would do.

Iater. He found that the first part of his
problem was solved by making a twelve
foot border around three sides of his lot.
This he planted with perennials.  This
system left a nice picce of greensward
in the centre which looked well from
both the house and the strect. It has
been suggested already how by a skilful
system of double planting and by re-
stricting his cfforts to certain  flower
groups he sccures abundance of bloom.
Now it should be stated that the flowers
of his choice are generally those vigor-
ous kinds which will reward a little labor
with fragrance and color in almost any
kind of a scason.
A SDIPLE SOLGTION

The solution of the next part of the
problem sounds simple enough. 1If you
look at the illustration above, you will
notice that shrubs are used at the back
of the border on the west side of the lot.
These were planted to form the screen
to hide the board wall. Already they are
nearly tall enough to do this. Suggest-
ing that shrubs be used for this pur-
pose was easy. To find varieties that
would grow high cnough for this pur-
pose without encroaching on the room
of the flowers, and robbing them of food,
moisture and light, was more difficult.
And to work in kinds that would give
bloom at different seasons, so as to add
to the charm of the border was less easy
still. However, Mr. Ellis found what

he wanted, and the effect has been
pleasing ever since.

A similar problem to that just men-
tioned, presented itself in connection
with the rear of the house. The illustra-
tion on page five shows how a rather un-
sightly outhouse was scrcened and the
whole of the rear of the house made to
offer both convenience and charm dur-
ing many months of the year by the ad-
dition of a rustic pergola. The pergola
Mr. Ellis made himself from cedar poles
and when the several olants of Clematis
Jackmanii, which are now growing on it,
are in full bloom the picture is as pleas-
ing as one could well imagine. Roses
and other vines are also grown on this
pergola.

It will be seen then that the solutions
of these problems were definite, simple
and effective, and it should be added that
they were inexpensive also.  The cost of
the materials which Mr. Ellis has used
has been low because he has adopted a
system of replenishing his borders which
is worth rccording. It was mentioned
that only perennials were found in this
garden. In the case of such perennials
as the Delphiniums or Poppics, he will
collect the sced from a plant as soon as
it ripens, or he may take the seed of
something new, for he believes in hav-
ing the best of everything, and this
seed he will drop ncar some old plant
that he intends pulling out next year or
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in some little vacant spot in the <had
of other plants. By giving the sed
lings, as they come up, a little wat hing
and judicious thinning out he will hae
a nice clump of new plants in bloon
there the next ,ear. And the woin hgn
been practically nil.  He replenishes by
burders by using in part Nature ~ oup
method.  Of course not all seeds . 5
treated in this way but nearly all tuat ge
sews can.  And it will be interestuig 1
know what plants Mr. E!.s finds oy
useful in a garden of this characier.
THE VARIETIES GROWN

The German Iris he has found o b
very clfective for spring  effects. |
groups them in masses at the ends audag
the corners of his borders.  Of thuse b
has about fifty \aricties, and his olje.
for some years has been te¢ clinunge
from his collection the dull shades o
purplish-blue. This makes the <pring
effect much more sparkling and cffec
tive.

Following the irises the peonics hld
sway in the garden for nearly a monih,
and at that season the garden is a splen.
¢id sight from the street.

Mr. Ellis believes in letting the pubh
share in the joys of his flowers to an e
tent, that is,‘a vista to the public shoulq
be allowed by cach possessor of u gow
lot,”’ such a lot has an educationa) 14
ue, and it is but ncighburly to share s
with all so long as enough privacy s e
tained to make it ‘‘home.”

Such flowers o~ the platycodons, Chi
nese Bell-flowers), pyrethrums (Spring
Marguerites), gaillardias (Blanket flow.
ers), delphhiniums (Tall Larkspurst,
hemerocallis (Day Lilies), dwarf or Ch:
nese Larkspurs, and sweet williams, gie
color to the borders until the time of the
perennial phloxes, which form fine
strong groups of color in this garden.

Other flowers, like the herbaceous
spiracas, coreopsis, Helianthus mults
florus, and golden glow, do well ot tht
back of the border, while that chame
ing little free flowering plant, the ot
land Poppy (Papavera nudicaule), te
gether with Achillea Funkias, and oth
ers, add charm to specialized parts o
the border.

Cannas, which of course must b
trcated as annuals, are grown to good
cffect by the wall of the house where they
get some protection from the first frosts
of the fall and thereby continue thes
bloom much later. Darwin and cottage
tulips are grown in the same bed v
spring cffects, and as a background Hy
drangea paniculata are used. ;

Of new varicties of his choscn plants,
Mr. Ellis imports and buys quite a fev.
Three of his best peonies are Asa Grjy
Festiva Maxinma and Mons. Jutes Ehe

Color harmonies have been worked
for in some measure by Mr. lLibs, s
he states that he likes to get his stior
colors as a rule at the back of the bords.




