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and the future glory of our country wore not disgraced by o potty
squabble betweon political parties. That Act was strongz]{ oppused
by tho people. It was the greatest innovation yet, and for two
yoears it received some pretty hard kunocke  Now, who dare assail
it Its former foes are now its friends, and tho man or party
would be doomed that dare lay hands upon the educational systemn
of Nova Scotia. The people of Nova Scotia to-day pay over 8500,
000 annually towards the education of the rising generation, and
this is sufficiont proof that we are in earnest in this matter!; and
tho pleasing featuro is that Protestant and Roman Catholic work
side by side, pupil and teacher, without any disturbance ur coufu-
sion. Ten years ago 1,000 teachers did our schiool work ; now over
2,000 are employed. Since 1864 nearly 900 school houses have
been erected, and the people of Nova Scotia have paid $641,000
towards the building of such.

In accordance wiili a minute recently adupted by the Council of
Public Instruction, there will hereafter bo only vue examination
for teachers cach year, beginning on the 16th of July; unly one
session of the Nurmal Schuol, commencing on the first Wednesday
i1 November; a vacation of four weeks instead of three at mideum-
mer, and one of two weeks instoad of tun days at Christmas.

The School law of this Province provides for the payment from
the Provincial Treasury, to cach School, of a certain sum per
annum, according to the attendance and the time during which
the school is kept open. This sum should be paid in addition to
the amount agreed upon between the trustees and the teacher as
the salary of the latter, but thero is a strong tendency on the
part of the trustees to evade the law by inducing the teacher to
assume all risk as to the amount of the public grant coming to the
school. It does not seem an easy matter to prevent them from
doing so, cxcept by tho adoption of the plan which prevails in
Ontario, in accordance with which the grant is payable to the
teacher only, but is at the same time a part of the sum agreed
upon as his salary. In other words, while the teacher draws tho
money the school section enjoys the benefit of it, and assumes all
risk as to the amount.

Tark 1¥ TAE SILENT WoRLp.—This German system may literal-
ly be called tho art of teaching the dumb to speak. This will
hardly appear impossible if it be borne in mind that the vocal
organs of congenitally deaf persons are, so long as they are young,
ummpaired. The faculty of producing sound is there, but the idea
of sound not being present, no attempt to employ it is made. It
is true that by long disuse the larynx loses the vucal property, but
in the case of deaf children there is very little difliculty in inducing
them to utter articulate sounds, nut so clear and wusical as those
produced from persons who are not deaf, but distinct and intel-
ligible. At tho saute time the eye of the pupil becomes educated
to follow the lips of the speaker, and to gather from their move-
ments the words uttered. The process of teaching children on the
Germ:zn system is curious and interesting. The first aim is to
strengthen and expand the voeal organs by gentle exercise; the
next, to train the purpil to watch the motions of the lips and
tongue, and endeavor to copy them. The sonse of sound, to which
the auditory nerve is dead, is next conveyed through the senso of
touch, the pupils being taught to feel the vibrations iu their own
thruats and bodies when the sound is emitted, and to learn to con-
trol these vibrations at will. When a correct understanding and o
use of all the vowls and consonants has been obtained, the pupils
are ready to form words and use them as we do. The building up
of language now conunences on a plan similar to that which nature
follows when children learn to talk by ear. Simple words and
every-day phrases come first, the more difficult being gradually
built upon and out of the simpler forms of expression ; and the
closer the artificial educational plan approaches to the natural ear-
taught process, the better will be the result in the end. In some
German schools a few natural gestures are allowed to be used in
the carly stages of teaching, but the highest type of the system is
steadfastly opposed to all signs, and makes the pupils depend
entirely on language as addressed to the eye; the meaning being
conveyed by analugy, and language evolved out of language, as one
roblem in Euclid springs naturally from the one that precedes it.
t must not be supposed that extraordinary intelligence is required
in the pupils. Deaf children are very observant, and when pains
aro taken to talk to and with them they soon learn to converse
freely with those whom thoy meet constantly. Conversational
language must not be looked for in the first two years of instruc-
tion, for it must be borne in mind that a child, when its hearing is

perfect, takes a long while to learn to talk, but about ihe third or
fourth year pupils of average ability begin to speak very intel-
ligibly. One cuncession, and one only, the deaf children require,
and that is, that all speaking to them shall upeu their mouths wide-
ly and enunciate with distinctness—a habit valuable in all, and, as
the Archbishop of Canterbury remarked, at the meoting at Lam-
beth Palace, invaluable to clorgymen.  This is ‘“all that is necessary
to put them on a level with others, and to enable them to make
their way in the world.” In Vienna, a fancy leather merchant,
who was burn desf and dumb, empluyed seventy men under him.
The Emperor and Empress of Austria visited his workshop before
the Vienna Exhibition ; nhe could not only speak the language of
his country fluently, but alsv a little Eughsh. The leather
merchant had visited England and other cuuntries; was a practi-
cal horticulturist, and alvogether an agreeablo, intelligent, wealthy
man—wealthy through his own talents and industry. In a hatter'’s
shup in Friedberg theroe is a toto-congenital deaf workmaun.” A man
was convicted for theft, principally on the evidence given viva vuce,
inupen cuurt, by that deaf workman, whost sud the test of examina-
tion and cruss-examination without any other method of communi-
cation bc..aiug used than word of mouth. —AU the Yeur Round.
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(Copy of an Ordor in Council, approved by His Honor the Lieutenant-
Governor, the 28th day of July, A.D. 1877.)

Upon the recommendation of the Honorable Mr. Hardy, acting Minis-
ter of Education, the Committee of Council advise that the accompany-
ing surrender by the Board of Edacation of the City of London, and the
High School Board of the City of London, to Her Majosty of the lands
therein mentioned, be accepted by Your Honor, and that the said sur-
render be enrolled in the Office of the Provincial Registrar,

The Committee further advise, that the lands in the said sorrender
mentioned be sold and the procevds applied for High School purposes,
under the authority of 37 Victoria, Cap. 27, Sections 88.94.

Certified.
(Signed) J. G. SCOTT,
. Clork Execative Council, Ont.
26th July, 1877.
The Honorable The Minister of Education.

(Copy of an Order in Council, approved by His Honor the Lientenant-
Gorvernor, the 28th day of July, A.D. 1877.)

The Committeo of Council have had under consideration the annexed
report of the Honorable Mr. Hardy, Pro-Minister of Education, with re-
ference to certain arrangements proposed to be made with the publishers
of the Canapa Scuoon Jourwar, and advise that tho recommendation
thercin contained be acted upon.

Certified.
J. LONSDALE CAPREOIL,,
Asst. Clerk Executive Counucil, Ont.

(Signed)
30th July, 1877.

The undersigned respectfully begs to report to His Honor the Licu-
tenant-Governor in Council, respecting the Education Department, as
follows :—

The publication of the Caxapa ScrooL Jouswar by Messrs. Adamn
Miller and Company, with an cditorial staff, and of contributors com-
posed of many who take the lead in educational work in the Province,
has brought under consideration the question of the continuance of the
Journal of Education. In a former roport to Your Honor in Council on
this subject, tho Minister recommended tho continuance of the publica-
tion of tho Journal in order to supply information as to the actions of
the Dopartment to Inspectors, Trustees, Teachers and others, which infor-
mation required a special journal for tho purpose. Now that such a
journal does oxist in the Caxapa ScuooL JovryaAL, whose success should
be aided by the Dopartment, aud not imperilied by thoe competition of
the Journal of Education, circulated gratuitously, the uundersigned re-
spectfully recommend that the arrangements proposed to be made by
the undersigned with the publishers be approved of by Your Honor in
Council, such arrangements being that the publishers shall bo paid fiity
dollars per month, and that in consideration of this sum should farnish
+he Dopartmont with two hundred and fifty copies of thie Jourxaw for
distribution to Inspectors and others, as also such space as the Depart-
ment may from timo to time require for the publication of Departmental
matter, and that such arraugement bo revocable at the pleasure of the

Government.
(Signed) ARTHUR S. HARDY,
Pro-Minister of Educatioa.
Epucation DEparRTHENT, .

Toronto, July 19, 1877.




