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pyrite and quartz. These ore bodies are wide andapparently continuons, the veins widening as depth isreached ; soine have run as higli as 4o to 66 ft. inwidth. The average values in gold, silver and copper
combined are $32 per ton.

At presentthe leading shipping mines are Le RoiWar Eagle, Center Star, Poorman, Iron Mask, Cliff,Velvet, Monte Cristo, Sunset, No. 2, Deer Park, and
Giant. A number of other mines are being worked,
and the list of mines shipping ore is constantly in-
creasing. Over 3,000 tons of ore is being shipped
from the mines of Rossland every week, the value of
which is over $90,000; and the monthly pay-roll is
over $ioo,ooo.

As showing the prospective value of developed mines
in this great camp, the controlling interest in the
famous Le Roi mine recently sold for over $3,000,000,
while the Center Star was sold to Toronto parties for
$2,ooo,ooo. This, however, is not a poor man's
country,, as it requires $25,ooo to $150,ooo to develop
even a good mine into paying property, Electro-
chemical ore-reduction works have been constructed
near the city, which will enable the low-grade orescarrying as low as five dollars a ton, to be worked ata profit. The deepest mines are now working at a
depth Of 700 to 8oo feet.

Again boarding a train on the C. P. R., we are soon
rapidly desceiding the mountains, through Trail and
on to Robson, where we re-cross the Columbia. Cros-
sing the Kootenay River at Kootenay Bridge, we are
soon running along the shore of Kootenay Lake. The
moonlight shimmers on the ripplinig surface, and
touches the great mountain wall with an etherial
radiance. After a while electric lights twinkle in the
distance--we round a curve-the mountains seem to
recede-we are in a vast amphitheatre--the whistle
wakes the echoes of the everlastinig hills, ahmd we come
to a stop at

NELSON,

the commercial metropolis of West Kootenay. Nelsonis a handsome little city of 5,000 population, charmni-ingly situated in an amphitheatre with an arm ofKootenay Lake on one side and a great semicircle of
mountains on the other side. The town bas filled thelevel space along the lake, which is the business sec-
tion, and is spreading up the mountains. Across the
lake, which is here about two miles wide, the moun-
tains rise in a great wall, peak on peak as far as the
eye can reach. It is a pleasant surprise to one who
expects to find a raw mining town of slacks, hastily
built. Thongli but eiglit years old, the buildings
would do credit to any city ; and the hotel accommo-
dations are equal, in everything conducing to the
comfort of the traveller, to a town of twice the size.
There are one daily and three weekly newspapers, a
fine waterworks system, electrie lights, and construc-
tion is begun on a system of sewerage. There are
first-class free schools, ehurches of the leading denomi-
nations, and three hospitals-one public and two
private.

This is the distributiig point for a wide area, and is
destined to be the wholesale and maiufacturing centre
for interior British Columbia. Among the manufac-
turing interests may be mentioned two saw mills, with
a combined capacity of 6o,ooo feet of lumber daily ,
a brewery, with a capacity of 9,ooo barrels per year
the Nelson Soda-Water Fadlorv, ; the Rootenay Brick
and Lime Company, with capacity of 3,ooo,oo brick
annually from their new plant ; and the Nelson Iron
Works, manufacturing engines, boilers and mining

machinery. The Hall Mines Smelter is the larges
industrial enterprise. It has a capacity of 350 tons 0ore daily, and employs 250 Men. An ærial tralwaYconneds the smelter with the Silver King mine,miles away on Toad Mountain.

The transportation system of the West Kooto aCountry converges at Nelson. The Canadian Paciidas tbree branches entering here : the Columbia an
aontenay, conneding with Slocan Lake ; the Coli'and Western from Rossland and Trail, connedting Visteamers on Arrow Lakes ; and the Crow's Nest
division, completed last fall, and bringing the fine coa
and coke of the Crow's Nest Pass to the doors o
saelters and fadories. Conneélion is had with th
railway system of the United States by the Nelso I aiFart Shepard Railway, reaching southward to SPo
kane in connection with the Spokane Falls andthern. Two lines of Steamers connect Nelson with aPoints on Kootenay Lake, and with Bonners Ferryd'Idaho. The Canadian Pacifie operates a line of ha,,some steamers on the Lake, while steamers ofInternational Navigation Company ply to lake Po'its
and to Bonners Ferry.

This is official headquarters for the Nelson l1inDistrict, the government offices being located liele
While not so exclusively a mining town as the othersmentioned, mining is already an important industry
and is destined to constantly increase as the malyprospects now being discovered are opened and deVe'loped. Tributary to Nelson are many mines, all o
which are now being worked, these mines beprincipally in granite, diorite or slate, and are gosilver and copper properties, with some free-u
gold ore. With untold wealth in her mountains, cheaPcoal and coke. the centre of a far-reaching transPorta-
tion systein, giving her dire& communication with the
markets of Eastern Canada, with the Pacifie Coast othe west, and with the United States on the SOUt
and with the entire local territory of the Kootenay 5

and, above all, progressive citizens working for ebest interests, Nelson should be assured a brig
future.

On a day when the clouds wept and the mountai»
were seen through a driving sheet of rain, we boarded
the handsome steamer Kokanee, of the C. P. R. fleetbound for Kaslo. Passing ont the West Arui,enter Kootenay Lake proper and cross to Pilot S3a'where there is another large sinelter. Here the lakeis about six miles wide, and the wind lias kicked 'P
quite a rough sea, which causes the timid ones to feel
rather nervous. Landing here fer a short time, eagain proceed. Night lias closed in, the storPabating, and before we reach Kaslo, forty-fivefron Nelson, the stars coine out and the hue valIt
above is soon a twinkliiig expandse a heavenly bea tyFinally electrie lights vie wit Nature's nyps, aIlwe tie up at the wharf iii

KASLO.
This is a town of about 2 000 Population beautiflîYsituated on a lovely little bo and Surratinded by higsnow-capped mountains It andcsurroudd by hagh

thirty miles distant, by the caslo and Slocan Railw"and with all points an KsootenaY Lake whicb, WitKootenay River, is navigable for 16L miles.Kaslo has churches, a goad Publi seool systell
graded streets, good lotels eletrie lighlt ad eamîple suîpply of Pure water. Ationg tlih busine interests are a saw-mill and an ong the buswhere ores are sampled and bougre samp ug workmany mine owners of small means to wrk thei, nelins


