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died in a most lobhsome state of disease,
bodies covered with pustules and a vicious

-ter running from the nose and fron the eyes,
-lring the sheep completely blind, and emit-
-·he most foul stench that can be conceived.

cal remedies are entirely unavailin. The
4uwsa mystery, aud it becaiu necessary

\îhebest possible advice should be had, and
li, too, without delay. Mr. Joseph Parry
etto London, last Monday week, to consult

.Simonds, the well knowi lecturer at the
ýpl Veterinary College. After hearing Mr.
gtîs eplanation of the symiptoms. Professor

s came iimmediately to the conclusion
jsthe disease from which the sheep vere suf-
jr was sinall-pox ; but as smail pox has

ser been known to iake its appearance except
h infetion-as, wherever it hab appeared,
grign and pi opagation have always been

cable-its introduction into Mr. Parry's flock
perfectly uaceuntable. Every suggestion

Ech the Professor could offer was at once met
13r. Parray. There had been no change on the
iiieside of the flock for at least half a cen-
. New male blood vas only introduced once

;ro years ; and it was now two years since
r. Parry had purchased or hired rams from
dsher fiock. Neither could it have been lui-
iiel by the shearers, as all the llocks which the
,i shearers had shorn this year, both before
î after Mr. Parray's, were known, and in
4;er was there the slightest symptons of dis-
. la short, there was no traceable meanus
àaccounting for the visitation. AI " chill"

+i not possibly produce it, as a common
:;e of ilness would not produce a speciail dis-
:e uf this diseription. Its spoutaneouss ap-
sauce, therefore, is a thing unheard of-
eCover, it is a disease unknown anong Eng-

M ocks; the only occasion of its appearance
.t haing been 1847, wvhen sonie Merino sheep

'ad just been imported were sold w-ith the
'.-pox upon thei at Smnithfield market.

ïbwas the first known appearance of the dis-
;-among sheep in England; and although it
a then unfortunately commnunicated to tiwo
ài belunging to Mr. Statham, a farmer at
ichett, tiear Windsor, and Mr. Veale, of Pin-
,5 aid for a time found its way into Ncrfolk
J lHmpshire, it ias ultimately eradicated,
4 fioi that tine to the present there lias been
tlnown instance of small-pox in this country.
laccoant for iti n the present case, therefore,
med impossible, inasmuch as Mr. Parry's had
rays been a notoriously healthy flock-well
ded, carefully fed, and with all the advantages
he down air. Still, from the symptom, Pro-
or Simonds had no doubt about the fact, and
:isit to Allington on Friday last fully con-
ted bis previous persuasion. On examining

heep lie found them suffering in almost
ay stage of the disease, Some in which the
a had first shown ittelf exhibited a stagger-
1"pit, with slig'ht fever, and swelled eyelids;

thers, when it had become more fully de-

veloped, red spots (easily discernable upon the
bare parts on the inner surface of the legs) were
found thickly studded over the body, whtie in
those where the complaint had still further ad-
vanced, pustules (in form like the heads of lin-
ary snall-pox) and malignant ulcers, emitting
a thin stinking inatter, were the distiuguished
features of the malady. A more loathsome
sight than the sheep exhibit in this advanced
stage can hardly be imnagined. The contagious
naturo of the disease is truly astonishing. An
instance is related (when it was întroduced into
England by the Spaniards in 1847) of its having
broken out in a flock penned some distancWoff,
but in the saine field, while feeding on rape,
clearly showing that infection was carried in the
air froi one flock to the other- Considerable
danger has in the sane way arisen on the conti-
nent (where the discase is well kiown) from the
driving of a lealthy flock on the sanie road or
on the same down which had previously been
travelled over by diseased sicep, or by the im-
mediate transit of a shteep dog or a shepherd
froi one fold to another. But while it is so
highly infectious to sheep, it is by no means so
to other aninials or to human beings. Cases
are recorded in wclaîh children of all ages have
been inoculated over and over again without any
specific disease resulting; and the like expern-
muent upon the cow, and even the goat, have
been equally unavaihng. Upon examining the
flock on Saturday and Mondaty and again on
Tuesday, Professor Sinionds found that a great
nuuber of sheep had already passed througli the
most trying part of the malady while some (as
many as 170) iere declared by hini to be perfect-
ly convalescent. This being the case, it inipos-
sible to say how long the disease has actually
impregntated the flock; but to reduce its con-
tinuance to *a certainty, and as the nust effectual
nieans of preserving those thtat have not already
been attacked, Prof. Simonds suggested that the
whole of the sheep should at once be inoculated;
and, hîaving placed the case entirely in the bands
of the Professor, Mr. Parry assented to this pro-
position, and the whole flock of 1,700 sheep and
lambs (exclusive of those which have died and
those which have recovered) are accordingly at
tbis moment either in an incipient or a malig-
nant state of small-pox.

Adding misfortune to misfortune, the old
shepherd who had tended the flock for the last
thirty years dropped down dead among his sheep
last Thursday evening. Proud of his flock,
which had bourne a high character, and reflected
credit upon bis management, the poor man
seemed to feel the visitation most acutely; and
there is no doubt that the anxiety under which
he had been labouring for thè previotis month,
acting upon a discasid heart, tended to bring
about bis melancholy end. He was endeavour-
ing to catch one of the sheep on Thursday even-
ing, when le fell with the animal under him,
and almost instantly expired.


