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Hints on English Composition.

BY GEORGE R. R. COCKBURN, ESQ., M. o. RECTOR OF THZ MODEL GRAMMAR
SCHOOL FOR LPPER CANADA.

In a country, like Canada, where
every one who aspires 1o occupy any
position is more or less called upon to
express his sentiments publicly, either
orally or through the medimmn of the
press. we should imagine that Ing-
lish Composttion wouid hold 8 promi-
nent plate in the schedule of our
achoo! duties. But our daily experi-
cuce tells us that such is not the case,
and that we are generally left 1o ac-
quire that art in a loose, nondescript
manner, after we are supposed lo
have finished our education, We be-
lieve, however, that many of onc
zcalous teachers are fully sensible of
this defect, but have been deterred
rom giving this branch a prominent

lace in the regular curriculum of
tudies, rom an exaggerated ide:. of
the difficulty of training the yo. hiul
mind to the art of composition. With
a view to remove this difficulty, and
to answer various inquities, we desire
to offer the followmg few simple
hints on English Composition. We
would commence by remarxing that
the bugbear in the way of teaching
English Composition, has been that
the subjects given out by the master
have not been adapted to the mental
pvowers of the pupil. Any one may
be convinced of the truth of this re~
mark, by turning over the pages of
any ordinary cemposition ctass-book,
in which, amoag the iist of subjects
for essays, he will find such nice ab-
stractions as ¢ Virtue is its own re-
ward,” ¢ Honesty is the best policy,”
“ Benevo'ence,” ** Charity,” © Beau-
ty,” ¢ Bovy,” ¢ Vice,” ¢ Truth,”
¢« Justice,” ¢ Time,” &c. Now these
nuts arc rather hard for any one to
crack ; and to set any ordinary man
—far lessa child, with its feeble, un—
developed powers—to wiite eabout
such wiry, fleeting abstraction, is
simply absurd. The food is too sirong
and not adapted to tho intellectual

digestive organs of the child. You
must tempt it by a lighter, simpler,
and more nourishing diet; and that
you can easily, procure, by adopting
the following recipe :—1‘ake a shor
puthy, fairy tule, or heart-stirring deed
from histery; read it carefully over
onee, or twice if necessary,to the
Iitle fellows, who will listen to it
with bieathless attention. Then en-
courage one of them to repeat, as he
best can, on the spur of the moment,
the sans story; and when he hus
done so, tell tie whole class to repro«
duce 1t as carefully as they can, but
to use every freedom in the hendling
of the subject. In this manner you
will help 1 cultivate—what 1n a
young c’'ass it is most essential to cul-
tivate-——the habit of' attention and
sustamed intellectual effort ; and the
fact of one of their class-mates having
repeated the story, will encourage the
dutlest to persevere. You can then
cause two or three boys to reproduce,
on the black~board, thenr essays, in
whole or in part, which you can thus
publicly eriticise.

Atter warning the class against sim-
ilar errors, you may send them all to
their sests, to write a second or im-
proved copy, by which 1eans you
bring vwvidly before the boy the fact
of his progressing-—orue of the greatest
levers in 3eif education. When 1n
this manner they have had suffi-ient
practice in composing 1 a variety of
sivles, so as to be able to punciuate
correctly (which may be tau -ht in a
very few lessons by the anaiyas of
sentences,) and to write pretty flu-
ently, the next step is to throw them
more on their-own resources, by sug-
gesting to yhem various subjects for
original compesition, taling care,
bowever, tho. these be coufired to
things which ey bave soen or hind-
led, or can ensily unsgine. They
may thus descrive a shipwreck, firc at



