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In a country, lilke Canada. where
every one who aspires to ocecipy any
iosition i.s more or less called upon to

expresq lits sentio.ents publicly, either
orallv or throughi the medium of the
press. we should liagine that Eng-
lish (-''împosmtlon wîotld hold a promi-
nent plae in the schedule of our
school duties. But our daily experi-
cnce tells us that such is not the case,
and that ve arc generally left to ae-
quire that art in a loose, nondeccript
manner, after we are supposed to
have finished our education. We b.:-
Ieve, hosvever, that niany if our
zealous teachers are fully sensible of
this defect, but have been deterred
rom giving this branch a prominent
lace in the regular curriculum of
tudies, &con an exaggerated ideî. of

the difficulty of training the yu- hfui
mind to the art of composition. With
a view to retiove this difficulty, and
to arswer various inquiries, we desire
to offer the following few simple
hints on English Compositioi. We
would commence by remarxing that
the bugbear ta the way of teaching
English Composnion, has been that
the subjî'cts given out by the master
have not been adapted to the mental
powers of the pupil. An)y one may
be convnced of the truth of this re-
mark, by turning over the pages of
any ordinary composition cliss-boolr,
in which, among the list of subjects
for essavs, lie will find such nice ab-
stractions as "l Virtue is its own re-
word," " l lonesty is the best policy,"
" Bienevo'ence."' ". Charity," " Beau-
ty, "nvy," "l Vice," "l Truth,"
" Justice," " Time," &c. No- yhese
nuts arc rather hard for any one to
crack ; and to set any ordinary titan
-far less a child, with its feeble, un-
developed powers-to write about
such î.iry, flceing abstraction, is
simply absurd. Tue food istoosrong
and not adapted to tho intellectual

digestive organs of the child. You
mugt tempt it by a lighter, simpler,
and miro nourishing diet ; and that
you can easily, procure, by adoptint
the following recipe :-'l'ake a sior
pithy, fairy tale, or heart-stirring deed
froni Listory; read it carefully over
once, or twice if necessary, to thre
litt!n fellows, who ivill listen to it
with bcathless attention. Then en-
c. rage one of then to repent, as he
best can, on the spur of the moment,
the sa,n.: stoir, ; and wlen he has
loie so, tel[ the vhole class to reproa
duce il as careftlly as they can, but
to use every freedom in the handling
of the subject. In this manner you
will help to cultivate-what in a
yourg c'ass it is most essential to cul-
tivate-the habit of attention and
sustained intellectual effort; and the
fact of one of their class-mates having
re)eated the story, will encourage the
dullest to persevere. Youà cati then
cause two or thrce boys to reproduce,
on the black-board, their essays, in
whole or in part, which you cati thus
pulblicly criticise.

At'ter warning the class againstsim.-
ilar errors, you may send them aill to
their seats, to write a second or ixi-
proved copy, by which ieans yau
bring vividly before the boy the fact
of his progressing--one of the greatest
levers in self education. Wh< n in
this maniner they have haîd suffi..ient
practice in composing in a variety of
styles, so as to le able to punct;at.e
correctly (whiclh may he tau 'ht in a
very few lessons by the ana.yt, of
sentences,) and to write pretty flu-
ently, tie next step ii to throw them
more on their-own resources, by sug-
gesting to Ithem various subjects for
original composition, taking care,
however, thar. these he cotfiej to
thiings which trtey ha.ve s-en or h md-
led, or can esity in-gine. Tlhev
im-ty thus descriue a shiipwreck, lirc at


