THE JOGUES PAPERS. 55

I was sent to Manhattan, where the Governor of the country
resides. He received me very kiridly, gave me clothes, and
passage in a vessel which crosséd the ocean in inid-winter.
Having put in in England, I got on a collier’s vessel
which brought me tamLower Brittany, with a nightcap on

my head, in utter want of every thing, as ¢ landed at St.
Sebastian, but not after two shipwrecks.® ‘ :

V.

.FATHER JOGUES' DESCRIPTION OF NEW NETHERLAND.

New Holland, which the Dutch call in Latin Novum
Belgium—in their own language, Nieuw Netherland, thaf

is to say, New Low Countries—is situated between Vlrcrxma :

and New England. The mouth of the river, which some
people call Nassau, or the Great North River, ’to distinguish
it from another which they call the South River, and from
some maps that I have recently seen I think Maurice River,
is at 40 deg. 30 min. The channel is deep, fit for the largest
ships, which ascend to Manhatte’s Island, which is seven
leagues in circuit, and on which there is a fort to serve as
the commencement of a town to be built here, and to be
called New Amsterdam

The fort, which is at the point of the island, about five
or six leacrues from the mounth, is called Fort Amsterdam
it has four regular bastions mounted with several pieces of
artillery. All thege bastions and the curtains were, in 1643,
but mounds, most of which had crumbled away, so t_.hat they
entered the fort on all sides. There were no ditches. For
the garrison of the said fort, and another which_they had
built still further up against the ineursions of the savages,
their enemies, there  were sixty soldiers. They were begin-
ning to face the gates and bastions with stone. Within the
fort there was a pretty large stone church, the house of the
Governor, whom they call Director General, quite neatly
built of brick, the storehouses and barracks.

On the Island of Manhatte, and in its environs, there
may well be four or five hundred men of different sects and

nations : the Director General told me that there were men .

of eighteen differéent languages ; they are scattered here and

there on the river, above and below as the beauty and con- -

* See Rel 1642-3, p. 284.



