xviil INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

public, I think it better to give in this Introductory Chapter
a slight outline of our route through the United States, Upper
Canada, and Southern part of the Fur Countries, and to com-
mence the detailed Narrative of the proceedings of the Expe-
dition with its arrival in Methye River, where the officers joined
the boats that had been sent out from England in the preceding
year.

On the 16th of February, 1825, I embarked with Lieutenant
Back, Dr. Richardson, Mr. Kendall, Mr. Drummond, and four
marines, at Liverpool, on board the American packet-ship,
Columbia, Captain Lee; and, on quitting the pier, we were
honoured by a salute of three animating cheers, from a crowd of
the principal inhabitants, who had assembled to witness our
departure. The passage across the Atlantic was favourable and
pleasant, and our reception at New York kind in the extreme.
Welanded at that city on the 15th of March, and our baggage
and stores were instantly passed through the Custom-House
without inspection. Cards of admission to the Public Scientific
Institutions were forwarded to us the same evening, and, during

our stay every other mark of attention was shown by the civil and

naval authorities, as well as by private individuals, indicating .

the lively interest which they took in our enterprise.

James Buchanan, Esq., the British Consul, in addition to
many other attentions, kindly undertook to accommodate a
journey he had to make to Upper Canada, so as to accompany
us through the State of New York. After a stay of eight
days in the city, for the purpose of obtaining the rates of the
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