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London.
has been
Commons

The prime minister

away from the House of
80 often and so long engaged in
the purpose of straightening out
a .world which persists in remain-

.ing crooked that his influence at West-
minster has considerably waned. The
prime minister is the first figure in Par-
liament, but as he has for some years
been carrying the main weight of the
administration upon his own shoul-
ders, Mr. Lloyd Qeorge delegated the
position of leader of the House to Mr,
Chamberlain. Mr. Chamberlain has
done exceedingly well, though rather at
the expense of the prime minister's own
reputation. Our big politicians never
read their speeches, and certainly a
man like Mr. Lloyd George, although

! he may have in mind the outline of his
argument, is invariably dependent upon
,the inspiration of the moment for the
success of his remarks, It cannot be
said, however, that his last two or three
House of Comunons speeches have had
much flair about them. So he is now in
much closer attendance during debates,
recovering the lost grip he had on the
assembly. As prime minister he is the
head of the Government, but Mr., Cham-
berlain is leader of the House and when
one of them is away the amusing, inter-
esting problem is who is deputizing for
the other?

THE HEALTH OF THE PRINCE

‘Whatever the cause, the Prince of
Wales has returned from his travels in
Asia looking much thinnef than former-
ly — and certainly he has no weight
to spare. Whether it was the climate
of the tropics or the excessive strain of
attending a whole procession of official
functions day after day for so many
plonths. he certainly looks wearied. Yet
it cannot be so, for he is off playing polo
several mornings each week, and rarely
an evening passes without his attend-
ing a dance — for this is the height of
the London season. I rather think that
the prince has for a long time had
quite sufficient to do in the way of cere-
monial functions. Since his return he
has been denying practically every in-
vitation to take part in a public affar,
for he really wants, as he freely admits
amongst his friends, a few months to
do very much as he likes, like any
other young man of means. I was told
by an intimate friend that the prince
declared he was sick of seeing photo-
graphs of himself always smiling. He
wants to be popular and amiable, but he
is tired of the smiling picture. Indeed,
I understand now that he is home and
past 28 years of age, he desires to in-
vestjgate social problems in our great
Industrial centers. .
MOUNT EVEREST

Of course, we are sorry that the
highest mountain in the world, Mount
Everest, -in the Himalayas, has not
been climbed, although this year a spe-
cial expedition made a second attempt.
However, some of our climbers reached
as high as 26,800 feet, which is only
some 2,000 feet from the summit; and
yet, owing to exhaustion and the rarity
of the air, although they used oxygen,
they were obliged to turn back. The
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trail, however, as been blazed, as it
were, and perhaps next year, with the

expedition starting earller so that it is
not held up by the rains of the monsoon,
victory may be secured. Of course, it is
on the cards that an endeavor will be
made to reach the hitherto impregnable

peak by aeroplane, but aeroplaning to

the climber is very different from
achieving a triumph after tremendous
struggle across sSnow flelds and up
glaciers faces when working at an alti-
tude of many thousands of feet.

MLLE. LENGLEN.

This summer we have had a tre-
mendous revival in lawn tennis. Down
at Wimbledon many championships
have heen fought for on the courts in
the presence of enormous audiences.
Although we started the summer with
a stretch of torrid heat we seem
destined to reach the end of it amid
ecold winds and drizzling rain. This has
Interfered with the play at Wimbledon,
though it has done little to restrain the
attendance of very big crowds of spec-
tators. Of vcourse, Mlle. Lenglen, if
not the heroine, has been the most
Interesting figure in the tournament.
We have heard a good deal about her
heart and general health, and whether

she would be able to play or not, but

there has been no such exhibition as
was witnessed, last year in America
when, as she was not winning,

a convulsion of tears. During one im-
portant match, however, there was a
tremulous moment, for she left the

courts to talk to her father, and it was
sha was about to cease

thought that

playing. Indeed, she afterwards con-

fessed that her health was such that
she consulted her father whether she
should go on, and it was only because
he urged her to continue that she com-
pleted her game and won the match.

“KEEP TO THE LEFT.”

During the last week or two some
Londoners have been making a valiant
effort to change the rule of the side-
Our rules of the road are dif-
ferent from yours, for we drive on the
I sup-
post, when we are on the sidewalk the
traditional plan has been to keep to the
Tn order to remedy this most of
us woke up one Saturday morning to
find the injunction at every corner, in
and stenciled

walk,

left; but, rather inconsistently

right.

windows, on lamp posts,
on the pavement—to keep to the left.
Many of us endeavored to follow

time has there been so much bumping
between individuals in the streets of
London. One morning I took a walk
along the Strand when it was fairly

crowded with business people hastening

to the city. As I kept to the left, and
it seemed that everybody was going the
other way and kept to the right, I do

not believe I ever had such a bumplng

before in my life. We are a conserva-

tive people who cling much to custom,
and although most of us are anxious to
walk on the correct side of the road
we have the greatest difficulty in bring-

ing ourselves to do it.
FRANCE IN LONDON,

I think T mentioned a week or two
ago that the strained relationship be-
tween France and ourselves had soft-
a
Perhaps the fa~-t

ened, and even developed into
charming regard.

that London has made Verdun its god-

child and become responsible for. the
complete rehabilitation of that brave

but broken city, has had something to

do with the burst of enthusiasm. Any-
way,
now’'in London. We had M. Poincare
and madam over here for a few days,

and the French prime minister delivered

an amusing speech in broken English.

The bishop of Verdun has been preach-

Ing In Westminster Cathedral; the t»i-

color has been fluttering from many
buildings; Georges Carpentier has bLeen
giving exhibition matches on behalf of
the Verdun fund, but I think the great
triumph was when the president sent
over to London the band of the Garde
Republicaine to give a Sunday after-

she
suddenly stopped playing and broke into

the
plan but many others completely ignored
it., with the result that not for a icng

thousands of French people are

1noon concert to over 10,000 people In
| our Albert Hall. I have seen that big
hall enthusiastically crowded on many
occasions, but never such an uproar in
| demonstration as when the French

lpeople insisted on singing the British |

| National Anthem, and we with sparse
\ knowledge of the words did our best
| to respond with '“The Marseliaise.”
| Whether these international demonstra-
i tions are very much good I do not know,
{ but I must say they are most enjoyable.

| BRITAIN AND SOUTH AMERICA.

There has been considerable discus-
| sion here in regard to the great exhibi-
| tion which the Brazilians are opening
at Rio de Janeiro to celebrate the cen-
tenary of their independence as a
republic. Britain was invited to be an
exhibitor, but our commercial men were
somewhat hesitant because thera are
some debts which the Brazillans have
not seen their ability to pay us. It was
not a matter of inability to send the
money, but a repudiation of the debts
which caused so much ill-feeling that
it was proposed, so far as Britain is
concerned, to boycott the exhibition.
The British navy was Iinvited to be
represented at a water pageant in the
beautiful harbor of Rio. This was
declined, chiefly on the ground of ex-
pense, but really, I fancy, as a continua-
tion of the boycott. Many people, how-
ever, in this country take a wider view
of international matters than just con-
sidering how they are affected by them,
and started an agitation that Britain
should send two of its finest warships
to the September celebrations. Britain
has many commercial interests througa-
out the whole of the South American
republic, with hundreds of millions of
money invested, and from a business
point of view the Government was
brought to see the advisability of giv-
ing them the friendliest of countenance
to the Brazilian festivities. Indeed, just
now, not only is our shipping service
to South America being enlarged and
accelerated, but a considerable amount
of the trade which was lost during the
war is now being recovered for Europe.
So two of our finest warships are get-
ting up steam to go to Brazil.

SAID BN SAUD
HELPING FRENGH

Many Rumors Regarding This
Arabian Figure

TAKES BRITISH

SUBSIDY

Said to Be Acting Against King
of Hadjaz

LONDON, July 31.—In a recent arti;le
on the Wahabi movement in Arabla
attention was directed to the important
role of Ibn Saud, the Wahabi Sulton of

Nejd, in the drama now being staged in
the Middle East.

If there is any truth in a recent Cairo
rumor, Ibn Saud has made a sensational
reappearance in the center of the stage.
Although in receipt aof a British subsidy
and pledged to good behavior, Ibn Saud
is said to have made an alliance with
the French—one plainly directed against
the British proteges who now rule in
the Hedjaz and in the mandated ter-
ritories of Transjordania and Mesopo-
tamia.

It even is alleged that he has under-
taken expressly to oppose with all his
resources establishment of an Arab
confederation under the aegis of Great
Britain.

RUMORS WERE CONTRADICTED,

These rumors have been contradicted

semi-officially and should be received
with reserve. They emanate apparently

from the Syrian committee In Cairo, an
anti-French organization which natur-
ally would do its best to discredit in
British eyes the French policy in the
East.

Similarly, the committee is associat-
ted with the Sherifian solution of the
Arab problem.,

It believes, in other words, ‘In an
Arab confederation under the leader-
skip of the Sherif of Mecca (now King
Hussein of the Hadjaz) and his family.
Ibn Saud for Jong has been at feud
with the Sherifian house.

The Syran committee accordingly
can be trusted to give currency to any
rumors tending to show that Ibn Saud
is disloyal to Great Britain. So long,
therefore, as the reports emanating from
the committee remain unconfirmed, they
should be accepted at much less than
their face value, if at all.

At the same time, it must be ad
mitted that the Fremch have good
reason to desire the co-operation of
Ibn Saud. From the outset they have
been implacably hostile to the Sher-
iflan family.

They have never forgotten or forgiven
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King Felsul's attempt to keep them out
of Syria—an attempt which ended in
the sumimer of 1920 with his forcible
expulsion from Damascus and the
French occupation of that city. Selec-
tion of King Feisul as sovereign of
Mesopotama ‘also was much resented
by the French. ;

So, too, was the appointment of his
brother Abdullah as viceroy of Trans-
jerdania. 2

With two princes of the Sherifin
house as their neighbors, the French
feel none too comfortable in Syria, it-
self in a state of unrest.

SUPPORT MIGHT PROVE VALUABLE

In Ibn Saud, the French well may
have thought they could find a valuable
counterpoise. By supporting him against
his rivals, they not only would keep
Feisul and Abdullah too busy to be a
menace to them in Syria, but would im-
pair fatally the prestige and frustrate
the ambitions of the Sherifin house as
a whole.

Such are the motives by which French
policy may have been actuated. Wheth-
er the Erench have in fact made serlous
overtureg to Ibn Saud for an anti-
sherifin — and, incidentally, an anti-
British—alliance, remains to be seen.

SKYSCRA
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LONDON POSSIBLE

City May Permit Buildings 140

Feet High

CONCESSIONS  TO

At Present Building Laws Are
Most Conservative

LONDON, July 31i. — The London

County Council has made some con-
cessions to the demand of West End
businesses firms that they be alowed
to erect loftier and more commodious
stores, but these concessions fall far

short of permitting the construction in
London of buildings modeled after
American sky-scrapers.

“Phe concessions as to height asked
for was 120 feet maximum on favorable
sites ” explained the secretary of the
Retail Distributors’ Association, which
had been the prime movers in the mat-
ter. ‘“‘We have been authorized to put
up buildiings that are 80 feet high to the
ceilings of the topmost foor, and, on
favorable sites, the municipality may
permit buildings to be erected that are
100 or oven 140 feet high. 2

“The London County Council has con-
ceded greater space for departments.
The old regulations restricted cubic
capacity to 200,000 feet. This was im-
posed because the old-fashioned methods
of displaying new materials in build-
ings of a congested nature increased
the risk of fire.

“The concession of a cubic capacity
of 500,000 feet, which has now been
made, or a limit of 40,000 square feet
floor space for any one department,
will enable us to secure floor space
equal to that of any of the magnificent
stores in America, with one or two
exceptions.”

How far London iz from having at-
tained the sky-scraper stage will be

FIRMS\

realized when it is understood that the
highest building in London is White-
hall Court, the home of the National
Liberal Club, which is 110 feet high.
The highest building in the country is
in Liverpool, and is 420 feet high to
the top of the tower but the actual
main building is only 210 feet high. The
next_hlghest is a steamship company
building, also in Liverpool, and is 140
feet high.

A glut of mushrooms, unequalled for
years, exists in the rural districts near
Folkestone,

MRS. BESANT URGES
HOME RULE FOR INDIA

FREMANTLE,
rule
is the objective of the Indian
people, according to Mrs. Annie Besant,
the well-known theosopist leader, who
arrived here recently.

In the course of an interview Mrs,
Besant sald everything would be well
in India, she thought,

Home
status,

would grant the country home rule.

The people, since Gandhi's imprison-
ment, were beginning to appreciate that
he was not the divine being, able to
work miracles, which they had believed
him to be. She anticipated that agita-
tion along constitutional lines would re-
place revolutionary tactics and would
bring peace to India within a reason-
able time.

FALL PROVES FATAL

KITCHENER, July 31.—Wililam J.
Crawford, age 50, of 151 East Weber
street, to-day fell from a ladder while
kalsomining in the King Edward
School.

Half an hour after his fall he died
without regaining consciousness in
Kitchener and Waterloo Hospital from
a fractured skull. The Jadde® ap«
parently slipped when he leaned far uy
towards the celling.

.%n inquest will not be held.

Australia, July 31.—

for Indla, with dominion

The death has ¢ccurred at Ramsgate
of Mr. Edward Wotton, the senior
solicitor of the district and registrar
of the. Ramsgate County court since
1881.
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fuel bills, too.

Install one of our wonderful
electric ranges and our electric
water heaters in your Kkitchen.
Then you can snap your fingers at
the coal shortage as far as cooking
is concerned. You will also dis-
cover cooking-joy you never knew
existed,and you willrejoice in lower
For auxiliary heat
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Dont Get Caught by
the Coal Shortage

UNLESS something unforeseen should happen, Canada is to undergo a

very grave coal shortage in the winter of 1922-1923. Thousands and
thousands of Canadian homes will have very little coal.
reason why the situation should be distressing. Don’t get caught by this

coal shortage. Act now; do the sensible thing, that which you will come
to eventually— ‘ ' "

Install a Moffat Electric Ran

But there is no

for.Fall and Spring, in the dining
and livisg rooms, there is nothing

better than Moftats Electric
Grate.

4 Why pay $15.00 a ton for coal when
you can light your house electrically and
cook on a Moffat Electric Range for ap-
proximately $3.00 a month where the rate is
two cents and one cent per k.w. hour?
Think of the saving!

And remember, the world’s supply
of coal is rapidly nearing exhaustion, while
the supply of electricity is everlasting, and
it’s getting cheaper every day.

Act speedily. Be more independent
of coal. Cook on a Moffat, heat your house
supply of water with a Moffat Heater, and
enjoy the comfort of cosy hours spent in
front of a Moffat Electric Grate.

Write at once for our- interesting
booklet to Moffats Limited, Weston, Ontario,

Nor should it be too hastily assumed
that if such overtures have been made,
Ibn Saud has responded to them.

He has not a little to lose—not only
his much_prized subsidy of £35,000 a
month, but the good will of Great
Britain, and by no means an insignifi-
cant asset in the Middle East.

All that can be said at the moment is
.that if Ibn Saud has, in fact, been
bought by the French, the immediate
result will be two-fold—a further weak-
ening of King Feisul's position'in Meso-
potamia and (what is still more serious)
the opening of a new era of Anglo-
French rivalry in an area in which it
{s especially important that the powers
should work in close co-operation.

“FISH HOT DOGS” THE
LATEST DELICACY

VICTORIA, B. C., July 31.—Spring
salmon caught in British Columbia
waters is now belng served as filling
for ‘fish hot dogs,’’ sold to industrial
workers in the larger cities of the
Eastern United States, notably New
York, Chicago and Philadelphia. As a
result of the popularity of the new
delicacy the British Columbia mild cure |
pack this year will double the 1921 ggt.

. i oo

N advantage the Columbia “Hot
Shot” has over any substitute
that has ever been tried. Its

peppy, snappy ignition current
comes from a single solid package.
No cell connection to fuss with. No
mechanical parts to keep in repair.

Columbia Dry Batteries for all
purposes are for sale by implement
dealers; electricians ; garages; auto
accessory shops; hardware stores;
genez_'al stores. Insist upon the
genuine Columbia.
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