
THE DIRIGIJI mm,
but its formal opening can doubtless be 
claimed at pleasure by the French gov- 
ernment. The city is mentioned as a 
treaty port in the revised Yangtze regu
lations which ate to come into effect on 
the 1st of April next, so probably it is 
to become de facto an open port at that 
date.

Count John Thun of Austria, who has 
made a journey across Asia over the 
route of the Trans-Siberian railroad, 
says that for 200 versts beyond Irkutsk 
the journey was full of peril, and it re
quired nine days and nights of hard 
travelling, sometimes mounted, but a 
greater part afoot, to cover the distance. 
Work upon this part of the road had 
well advanced a year or so ago, but an 
era of unprecedented storms afterwards 
set in. and embankments and bridges to 
the value of about 4,300,000 rubles were 
washed away. The work of restoration 
was greatly intetrfered with by swarms 
of insects and other pests, which made 
it impossible for the men to work. Count 
Thun says it is intensely cold all along 
the lines of the road, and for the most 
part a barren and utterly desolate coun
try. A region about 200 versts in ex
tent in each direction north of Man
churia, in Chaîna, is undoubtedly full of 
almost inexhaustible gold fields, but the 
extreme cold will not permit them to be 
worked for more than three months in 
the year. The road will, he thinks, be 
completed in about two years, and will 
be valuable chiefly for the movement of 
soldiers.

1 Columbia, and suggesting the preparation 
I of a comprehensive resolution on the sub
ject, to the Dominion government, and also 
a monster public meeting at the opera 
bouse.

The reading of this communication occu
pied fourteen minutes, and as the clerk com
pleted his task, the Mayor Inquired:

“What are we to do with this?"
"Move that It be referred to the sanitary 

ofllcer," said Aid. Humphrey.
“Cemetery officer, did you say?” Inquired 

a brother alderman—“or was It Insanity?"
Eventually It was decided that the letter 

of Mr. Moody should be tabled.
A letter from A. J. Plneo went upon the 

file. In which the council was thanked for 
their prompt abatement of the North 
Chatham street pond nuisance; and the 
city engineer will furnish a report upon 
the request of Noah Shakespeare for re
pairs to Hillside avenue and to the Foun
tain.

Other communications had during the 
week been received and referred to the 
city engineer and streets committee from 
the following: James Pottlnger and others, 
with reference to the necessity of lmprov- 
Ing Michigan street; Moore & Whittington, 
Pandora street; C. W. Rhodes and others, 
Terrace avenue; Rev. A. R. Winchester and 
others, Kingston street; and Rev. D. Mac- 
Rae, Frederick street, Victoria West.

From the city engineer a report was 
received, which being considered clause by 
clause, was disposed of as follows:

“1. With reference to the request that the 
sewer be laid on Menzles street, between 
Slmcoe and Nanaimo: As the part of 
Menzles street referred to is included in 
the pumping area, It is at too low a level 
to connect with the present gravitation 
system.”

The petitioners will be notified to this 
effect :

“2. Regarding Mr. Thornton Fell’s request 
that the sewer be extended to his property 
on Cadboro Bay road: This would necessi
tate the laying of about 1,000 feet of 8-lnch 
pipe, for which there are at present no 
funds available."

Aid. MacGiregor urged the extension of 
the sewer In question, in fairness to Mr. 
Fell and other residents similarly situated. 
The action desired woull undoubtedly he 
a great encouragement to bni'dlng.

A Seat lut vacant. to the purchasing agent, In conjnnctlon 
with a special committee consisting'of AM. 
Beckwith, MacGregor and Humphrey. They 
will report to the council at its next regu
lar meeting.

For the erection of the new fire hall at 
the corner of Yates and Camosun streets 
sixteen tenders were received, as here
under:
George Snider ..........................
•Green & Donnovan................
G. H. Moore..............................
Rnss Humber ..........................
Baker & Jeeves........................
Elford & Smith........................
Robert Dlnsdale ....................
Thomas Catterall .... ;..........
Thomas Matthew ..................
Albert Pyke ............................
H. T. Knott..............................
Moore & Whittington...........
M. McGregor ............................
F. T. Sherbonrne....................
H. Mnnday ..............................
J. G. Brown..............................

I? I NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY.

Early Visite to Vancouver Island by 
Broughton and Other Explorers.

At the Natural History Society’s meet
ing yesterday evening an interesting 
paper was read by Capt. Walbran relat
ing to Broughton’s voyage to this coast 
in 1790. In the course of his paper, 
Capt. Walbran pointed out that though 
Broughton’s stay on the coast was but 
short, yet it was interesting as being the 
last visit of a British man-of-war for 
more than 40 years, the next visit being 
made by Capt. Belcher 
Sulphur in 1836, when scenes and times 
had completely changed.

Before commencing the paper, Capt. 
Walbran brought before the meeting the 
“ Alberni document,” and also the able 
article on the same by Pçofessor Meaney, 
published in a Seattle paper. It was 
shown that the “ document ’’ was not of 
the slightest importance except as an in
teresting record of bygone times, and 
though great praise was given 'to Pro
fessor Meaney’s article for its impartial
ity, yet it was pointed out that the 
count of the discovery and naming of 
Nootka was not the correct one, the dis
covery and naming of Nootka Sound 
being clearly shown to have been the 
work of the great navigator, Capt. Cook.

A vote of thanks was tendered to Capt. 
Walbran. The meeting then adjourned 

.to March 27, when the annual election 
’of officers will take place.

--------------O---- --------- :

Aid. Langley B >ws to iho Ccart’s 
Deciaioa and Retires From 

the Connell.

Vancouver Promised This Most 
Modern Lnxnry for a Very 

Early bate.
Piles High on the Rocks of Mid 

Island in a Dense North
ern Fog.

way
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Perfect Thoroughfares of the 
Fntnre Wnen the Last Horse 

Has Dl appeared.

Will Investigate the Sorby Scheme 
—Mr. snider to Boilu the 

Fire Hall.
Passengers Undisturbed by a Most 

Prosaic of Shipwreeks-Salv- 
ing Preparations.

in H. M. S.In two hours last evening the members of 
the Victoria city council disposed of 
volume of business that not one, tint several 
councils of the past would have spread 
over a series of protracted sessions. Indeed 
so brief and to the point were the speeches 
of the aldermen, that His Worship the 
Mayor felt It Incumbent upon him when 
the adjournment came to warmly congratu
late the board on their practical methods 
In the economy of time. During the .course 
of the evening It was arranged that nom
inations for the seat at the conncll board

From Our Own Correspondent.
Vancouverites will soon have an op

portunity of witnessing a practical de
monstration of the working of the horse
less carriages which are creating so 
much favorable comment at present in 
the Eastern cities. The Colonist cor-

The intricate and treacherous watt 
ways to the south of Juneau that wit- 
nessed the burning of the Clara Nevada 
and the going down of the good steam
ship Mexico, claimed still another, vie- 
tim on Thursday night last, when _ 
such a snowstorm as only the northland 
knows, the Dirige drove high upou the 
rocks of Midway Island, there to become 
a fixture and a warning to all mariners 
who pass that way.

Luckily there was a smooth sea ruu. 
nmg, and the steamer being under half 
speed only when she met her fate, just 
as the bell rang midnight, the most 
prosaic of shipwrecks was produced.

1 he shock itself was sufficient to bring 
the sixty odd passengers from their 
berths, but as they found the vessel 
held in

a

•If vent abaft; $30 extra.
The tender of George Snider was accept 

ed, the Mayor being authorized to lmmedl 
ately execute a contract.

As there are twenty-five applications in 
hand for the vacant office of city engineer, 
It was decided that a special ' meeting to 
consider them is necessary, and it will ac
cordingly be held on Thursday evening at 
eight.

in '
respondent has had an interview with a 
well known capitalist of this city, who, 
with several other enterprising citizens 
have taken the matter in hand with the 
result that at a not very distant date 
the Vancouver public will have as com
plete a service of automobiles or motor 
carriages at their disposal as is to be 
found in New York, London, Paris and 
other Continental cities.

In conversation with the gentleman 
above referred to, he pointed out some 
few facts concerning the horseless car
riage of to-day, in part they are as fol
lows:

“The automobile has passed the ex
perimental stage and has already reach
ed as high a degree of perfection as the 
bicycle had ten years ago, when the 
pneumatic tire was still unknown. 
Without doubt the next decade will do 
as much for the self-propelled vehicle 
as the past decade has done for the 
wheel. As far as general utility goes 
we have reason to believe the automobile 
will far surpass the bicycle, revolution
ary, as the latter has been. As an evi
dence of the popularity of this new 
means of conveyance, the following item 
from the Scientific American was quot
ed: ‘A year ago a company put thirteen 
horseless cabs for hire on the streets of 
New York. To-day the same company 
operates one hundred cabs, and the de
mand for them is such that they have to 
be taken from the public cab stands and 
kept in the cab house to fill telephone 
and messenger orders of regular 
tomers.’

“There are also a number being intro
duced in the city of Toronto, the tests 
so far have been exceedingly satisfac
tory, and the company have arranged to 
place ten of them in livery on May 1st, 
charging regular hack rates for the 
vice.
from this new machine 
and forceful, first that it will be the 
means of bringing about an improved 
condition in our roads and streets, the 
elimination of horses from our public 
thoroughfares will greatly reduce the 
cost of maintaining them, for it must 
be remembered that it is the horse more 
than the vehicle that ruins the pavement; 
improvement in the automobile and im
provement in our pavements will go 
hand in hand; good pavements will per
mit of lighter, cheaper and more useful 
vehicles, while improvements in the lat
ter will increase the demand for better 
roads. When the new motor has made 
sufficient headway to convince the pub
lic that it is to be a permanent fixture, 

pavement policy will come to the 
front with a rapidity and force that will 
astonish people.

“Another point connected with the dis
placement of the horse is undoubtedly 
that of the cleanliness of our streets, 
when we consider that fully two-thirds 
of the dirt which we find on the street 
is caused by the horses themselves we 
begin to realize what it means to do 
away with even a portion of the num
ber now in use, it means cleaner streets 
at less expense, money which is now be
ing spent for the gathering and remov
ing of this filth can be spent on per
manent improvements which will in time 
bring the condition of our streets to a 
state of perfection never dreamt of 
by the Vancouver bicycle club, 
question of health must be also consid
ered. In the summer the dry dust rises 
in clouds and attacks the delicate mem
branes of the nasal passages and throat, 
producing irritation and coughing which 
sometimes developes into serious throat 
and lung troubles. All this and numer
ous other nuisances which now exist will 
be entirely eliminated under the- new 
order of things.

“The parties above alluded to have 
formed a very strong company and will 
enter into the business at once. They 
have already placed orders for vehicles 
with Eastern manufacturers. The first 
will arrive about the 15th of May, and 
will be followed by others as fast a£ 
they can be turned out by the already 
overcrowded manufacturers.

“Another representative of the

ac-

The special committee on the disposal of 
city garbage presented a report in which 
they advised the reconsideration and re
scinding of their former recommendation 
of the purchase of a scow, suggesting in
stead that $500 be placed In the hands of 
the city engineer to enable him to arrange 
for the disposal of nlghtsoll and similar 
garbage through the medium of the main 

The necessary steps were taken

left vacant by the retirement of Aid. Wal
lace Langley shall be received at the Mar
ket hall on the 22nd instant, Mr. W. W. 
Northcott being named at returning officer, 
and notice being given in the Colonist and 
Times of the date of voting—if voting be 
necessary. It was also decided during 
the evening to proceed with the investiga
tion of the Sorby harbor scheme; and 
George Snider secured the contract for the 
erection of the fire hall at the corner of 
Yates and Camsosun streets, at $3,151.50. 
The action taken with regard to filling the 
seat for the South Ward vas initiated by 
a letter from Captain Langiey, announcing 
his determination not to further contest 
the question of his eligibility, the decision 
of the Supreme court having been adverse 
to his claim. This decision was formally 
reported* to the board by City Solicitor C. 
D. Mason, and preparations for the bye- 
election were at once instituted on the 
motion of Aids. Beckwith and Brydon.

It was 8:30 o’clock when the routine of 
opening was disposed of and the business 
of the evening opened, His Worship the 
Mayor reporting to the council that the 
time limit of safety fixed for the Rock Bay 
bridge having expired, he had notified 
the tramway company that if they con
tinued to operate cars over the structure 
they must do so at their own risk. With 
reference to the removal of city garbage, 
His Worship informed the board that §win 
nerton & Oddy would continue to perform 
the service until other arrangements could 
be made by the city, at the rate of $10 per 
day.

Aid. Humphrey thought that such a noti
fication as that given to the tramway 
company should have gone from the city 
engineer, rather than from the Mayor or 
the council.

The Mayor replied that the present en
gineer had not yet had time to inspect 
the bridge, although he had received in
structions so to do. The estimate of the 
life of the bridge had, it would be remem
bered, been made nine months ago, by the 
then engineer, Mr. Wilmot.

Aid. Humphrey contended that Mr. 
Cousins should have examined the bridge 
before its closing was orderer. It ap
peared strange to him that the Mayor had 
said nothing of his contemplated closing 
of the bridge at the last meeting of the 

* council, when the report of the engineer 
asked for by resolution.

-o-

A SHIP OF TROUBLES a fast and seemingly not un
friendly grasp, and could see nothing of 
their surroundings through the clouds 
of driving snow, they forthwith accepted 
the situation philosophically—and went 
back to their beds.

In the morning they discovered that 
the ship had accomplished by accident 
what if designed would have tested the 
skill of the best navigators, having pass
ed through a scries of ugly reefs, and 
found for herself a natural cradle into 
which she had run just at the highest 
stage of the tide.

With its falling she was left high and 
dry, so that at low water it was posisble 
to walk quite around her and inspect the 
damage. This did not appear very con
siderable so far as punctures in the hull 
were concerned, the worst feature of the 
case being that she strained

GOLD IN OMINECA.sewer.
to carry this recommendation of the com
mittee Into effect.The Well Known Klondike st amer 

City of Colombia Once Mere 
Heard Of.

Accounts for the week, totalling $3,085.69, 
were passed for payment, and the recom
mendation of Water Commissioner J. L. 
Raymur that a quantity of new meters be 
ordered, was adopted without debate.

The recommendation of the Mayor, look
ing to the appointment of a special commit
tee to thoroughly Investigate the Sorby 
harbor scheme, was Introduced, and em
bodied In the form of a resolution, was 
offered by Aid. Brydon and MacGregor.

Aid. Kinsman took the first opportunity 
of announcing himself as opposed to the 
procedure contemplated. He saw no sign 
of the scheme referred to ever being car
ried out, and hence his opposition to any 
expenditure of money as proposed.

“There can be no expenditure of money 
event without the approval of this

Captain Black Talks of the Pro
gress Being Made in This 

Rich District.Japanese Trainiug Ship to Visit 
Esquimau Next Month — Keb- 

rnary’s Shipping Review. The St. Anthony Company Adopt 
the Maxim of “ What We 

Have We’ll Hold.”

Another member of the board thought 
that It was a subject that might in 
justice be deferred until such time as the 
council took np the question as to where 
sewer extension should be carried cur.

Aid. Humphrey observed that the diffi
culty to be faced arose by "eason of the 
fact that the sewer asked for would have 
to be cut through solid rock for the 
greater part of its length. The cost would jn 
not be much less than $1,500, and it seem- council,” said the Mayor, 
ed to him that this was to much for the Stewart stated that he would
city to pay In order to accommodate one - , uke see the scheme, carried
man, or perhaps two. but he thought that the matter

Aid. Williams contended that the city mi„’bt well be deferred until the rate for 
engineer had made no such estimate of * year ba<j been struck and the coun- 
the cost, and if the fact was as repre- cil bnew its financial position. From 
sented it was most probable that the en- Dresent appearances the board would be 
glneer would have mentioned It. He ad- <$i non shortmitted that there would be considerable ab8Ut ^’00®. Sh°r.' . , . ... thp
rock work involved, but hardly as mnch, .ID® Worship pointed out t 
he thought, as Aid. Humphrey antlclnated. Dominion parliament was soon to ,

and if anything was to be done it had 
to be done quickly. The hands of Vic
toria’s representatives at Ottawa would 
be materially strengthened if it could be 
shown that after careful consideration 
the project had commended the hearty 
and cordial support of the Victoria coun-

An interesting historical sketch of the 
steamer City of Columbia’s troubles 
which are known more or less by marin
ers from New York to the Cape and from 
the Cape to Victoria is published in the 
San Francisco Call. The steamer, the 
Call says, was purchased in the East 
and started for San Francisco via the 
Straits of Magellan with a number of 
gold hunters, among whom were several 
women. In the Straits of Magellan she 
ran on some rocks and the Patagonians 
came near making soup out of the men 
and slaves out of the women. . At a 
critical moment the vessel backed off 
into deep water and the passengers es
caped. At Valparaiso the Columbia had 
to go on the drydoek for repairs, and 
when these were made there was no

. - she lay
—with upwards of 250 tons of cargo in 
her—until it was quite impossible to 
move her engines.

Camp was made and signals of dis
tress displayed, in response to which 
the Cottage City hove to the following 
evening and receivedl on board 
jority of the passengers and several of 
the officers, among them Captain Rob
erts, who had been very ill with pneu
monia at the time of the accident. These 
were left at Wrangel where they will 
await the Farailon,' of the same flag as 
the Dirigo, to complete the interrupted 
voyage, the Dirigo having been up-bound 
when disaster overtook her.

At the same time it was contemplated 
to send other vessels up from the Stikinc 
mouth to complete the lightering of the 
imprisoned ship, in the hope that with 
cargo out she might be floated. This did 
not, when the Cottage City passed, air- 
pear at all imposisble—always with the 
roviso that in the meanwhile no storm

as
“From Ashcroft to Barkerville, 'a dis

tance of 285 miles, more than eighty 
teams, six and twelve horse, are freight
ing, and from the present outlook, in
stead of, as now, shipping for the year 
from 150,000 to 200,000 pounds of freight 
per week, the quantity will be largely 
increased.

CUB-

a ma-

/ Omineca and the Peace
river countries, which are best reached 
by the Cariboo road, will attract much 
attention next season, as there is a large 
and practically unexplored section of 
country that is believed to be rich in 
gold and silver. The opening up of the 
Slate and Manson creek hydraulic mines 
by the 43rd Mining and Milling Com
pany, of Ottawa, and the Victoria Hy
draulic Company, represented by 
Manager Black, will give that company 
a well deserved prominence, 
mines, which are nearly 600 miles north 
of Ashcroft, are already partly equipped 
and they will be in full operation before 
the close of the season of 1899. There 
is said to be much rich hydraulic 
ground in that section, Mr. Black claim
ing to have ground, rich patches of 
which go as high as 75 cents per pan.”

The above paragraph apeared in a re
cent issue. of the New Denver Ledgq 
was brought to the attention yesterday! 
of Captain C. M. Black, who may be re
garded as a pioneer in the scientific de
velopment ef the Omineca district, and 
who is the “Manager Black" more par
ticularly referred to.

“In explanation of this statement I 
may say,” he observed, “that the St. 
Anthony Gold Mining & Exploration 
Co. have closed the deal with the Omin
eca Consolidated only for the nine claims 
and the ditch on Germansen creek, with 
half the saw logs; and the first payment 
of $10,000 was made on the 18th of 
January. Mr. Richards made an offer 
for the Manson creek properties, with 
all machinery, ditches, and other rights, 
but this offer was not accepted, al
though negotiations for the property are 
still going on.

“John Kavanaugh worked on his pro
perty in 1898 and cleaned up at the rate 
of $1.08 per cubic foot of gravel. In 
Mr. William Valleau’s letter quoted, he 

‘Miners working this ground on

ser-
The advantages to be derived

are numerous

His Worship reminded the conncll that 
only $4,000 Is available for sewer exten
sion, and it will be the duty of the conncll 
to see that this money Is expended where 
the greatest possible number of citizens 
will derive a benefit.

Aid. Brydon endorsed the stand taken 
by Aid. Humphrey. Ie seemed folly to 
him to put In a sewer at a cost of $1,500 
which when completed would benefit bnt 
one or two. Fort street, It would be re
membered, was not one of the streets re
commended by the city engineer for sewer 
extension, and he thought that Mr. Fell 
should be notified that in view of the at
tendant expense, the council cannot under
take the work at present.

Aid. Beckwith favored a reference to the 
engineer for. an estimate of the cost of 
the proposed* work, and the opinion of the 
council being that no harm could come of 
getting such an estimate, the clause was so 
disposed |Of.

“3 Referring to Robt. Mason’s claim of $2 
for work done by him on William street 
I beg to state my estimate of the amoun 
of the gravel now on the above mentioned 
path Is eighteen cnbic yards. I would also 
respectfully suggest that the walk on Ida 
street would be much Improved by an aver 
age fill of two inches of gravel,' which 
would bring the path flush with the curb.’

This section elicited considerable discus
sion, in the course of which the arguments 
adduced at the last regular meeting of 
the board were again presented and elabor
ated. It was eventually decided that Mr. 
Mason be paid his $25 when the walk on 
Ida street shall have been filled Into the 
level of the curb.

money to pay for them. The steamer 
was libelled and held until money was 
obtained from the East, and then the 
voyage was resumed.
Sound was reached on the way to the 
Klondike, and there the party went to 
pieces. The ship required more repairs 
and nobody had any money to pay for 
them. The passengers claimed they had 
been defrauded and libelled the steamer 
for damages. Suit after suit was brought 
against the vessel until there was not 
a square inch from keelson to truck that 
Eventually the City of Columbia was 
Eventually the iCty of Columbia was 
sold by the United States marshal, and

cil. TheseAid- Humphrey held that when the 
Dominion government choose to investi
gate, the city might with propriety be 
asked to contribute. He did not think, 
however, that the plan would be con
sidered for a moment by the Dominion. 
Indeed, he very much doubted if any 
representative of the city could be in
duced, either in the house or in the sen
ate, to recommend it. He would like 
to see the scheme carried out—but with 
some one else’» money. To him the 
Sorby plan appeared nothing more than 
a wild and crazy scheme, and as soon 
as a by-law was passed to carry it into 
effect, all he had in the city would be 
for sale at 40 cents on the dollar.

Aid. Brydon thought the salvation of 
Victoria would be accomplished if such 
a scheme could be carried to completion. 
Assuredly the city could never attain 
supremacy as a shipping port until it had 
a good harbor.

Aid. Beckwith agreed with the observa
tions of the last speaker, and also that 
no time should be lost, if progress 
to be made before the Dominion parlia
ment this session. If Victoria took at 
any time her proper place among the 
cities of the West, some of its citizens 
would have to make up their minds to 
“ shell out ”—there could be no great 
development without an expenditure of 
money.

Aid. Hayward looked upon Mr. Sorby’s 
scheme as eminently attractive, and if 
the figures given were correct it seemed 
that it could be 
with comparatively little 
the citizens. He thought it the 
duty of the council to investigate 
carefully and report to the citizens the 
feasibility or falsity of the scheme. No 
heavy expense would necessarily be 
tailed.

Finally Puget The Dirigo was of much the same type 
as the Farailon, commanded by Captain 
Geo. Roberts, and in the Southern traile 
until pressed into service for the North
ern rush, in which she has latterly been 
operated for the Washington & 
Steamship Company. She was a wooden 
craft of probably 1,000 tons register ami 
is understood to be fully insured.

was
His Worship Interjected that the matter 

had slipped his mind at the time. 
Continuing, Aid. Humphrey said that 

with Mr. Wilmot’s

Alaska
a new

he was quite agreed 
action, but did not think any engineer 
could estimate the life of a bridge to a day, 
eight or nine months ahead.

The Mayor corrected the alderman. The 
bridge had not been ordered closed. He 
had simply taken the action which seemed 
to him Imperative, to relieve the city 
of responsibility in the event of mishap to 
the bridge through the operation of tram 
cars over it.

First In the order of communications 
were letters from the deputy provincial 

announcing the appointment of

-o
FROM SNOWY REGIONS.

Steamer Cottage City Returns From a 
Stormy Trip to Alaskan Ports.

her new owners fixed her up and put 
her in the Honolulu trade. She left Se
attle with a full cargo and a number of 
passengers, but misfortune was in her 
wake. Captain and passengers did not 
agree, and the vessel reached Hawaii 
with some of the latter in irons. More 
libel suits followed, and for months the 
steamer was tied up in Honolulu. At 
last she got a'way, but broke down at 
sea. After being patched up she man
aged to reach Hilo, but a few hours 
later sank at her anchorage. She was 
raised again and taken to Honolulu once 
more, where litigation broke out again. 
The crew had not been paid since leav
ing Seattle, and merchants wanted their 

Once more the City of Colum-

At midnight last night the steamer
Cottage City arrived from the North 

with 69 passengers, all of whom, with 
few exceptions, have been railroad hands 
and residents of the coast towns. The 
former were among the strikers on the 
Skagway railway.

J. J. Chisholm, of Seattle, was the 
only passenger from Dawson. He claims 
to have made the trip out over the trail 
in seventeen days, of which time only 
fifteen days were spent in actual travel. 
In company with a man named E. L. 
Blank, who has already reached Seattle, 
Chisholm says he left Dawson on Feb
ruary 14 and came out with a smart 
dog team passing several who had start
ed before him. The only incident hap
pening on the journey was the freezing 
of an old man whose name he did not

secretary, . „ _
Aid. Stewart to the board of licensing: com
missioners, and from Hon. E. G. Prior, 
M.P., acknowledging the receipt of th_ 
council’s resolution with reference to the 
Kettle River Railway bill. Both of these 
letters went upon the file.

Hon J S. Helmeken revived his com- 
' with reference to the seepage from 
, Hill park coming upon his prop* 
Several of the board voiced the opin- 

subject that had too 
and of which

even
The was

plaint 
Beacon 
erty.
Ion that this was a
long been kept in abeyance, .
Dr.gHelmeken had a right to seek an early 

The communication went -o 
estimate as to the

“4. Regarding the steam roller: It 1 
the intention to commence working th 
roller as soon as the driver, who is a 
present running the steam crusher, is at 
liberty, which will be in a few days.

“5. 1 would respectfully recommend tha 
the present box drain on the east side o 
Second street, north of Bay street, whlc 
Is In a very rotten condition, be renewe 
for a distance of 350 feet by an 8x12 box 
the estimated cost of which Is $45.”

These clauses were adopted without objec
tion.

The city librarian reported that the re
ceipts of the library, In carls, fines, etc., 
had been constantly growing during the 
past four years, and amounted In 1838 to 
$120, the best sum yet realized. He sug
gested that all such receipts should in the 
future be appropriated for library purposes. 
There was some doubt exp**siii ns to 
whether this could legally be done, and 
the matter was referred to the finance 
committee for Investigation.

It was decided to carry out the original 
intention of the council and purchase a 
horse for poundkeerer Curran, to replac 
the one owned by him, and made useless 
through being gored by a cow, experience 
having shown that as a poundkeeper’s steed 
the old animal Is no longer of any value.

Beatty & Co. and a number of others— 
chiefly grocers—requested the passage of a 
by-law for the closing of groceries, tobacco 
and cigar stands, fruiters’ stalls, confec
tioners, etc., during all of the Sundays. 
This communication Is tabled, to be acted 
upon at the same time that the barbers’ 
petition receives consideration.

Seven tenders for the supply of police 
clothing and boots were presented by the 
Mayor with an eighth that had come In at 

in the evening, the tenderer explain
ing to the janitor that the matter had 
been overlooked at an earlier hour of th 
day.

Aid. Stewart objected to such a tender 
being received, <s the custom appeared 
to be growing among tenderers of holding 
back to the last moment In the hope of get-

money.
bid was put up for sale, but owing to 
some mistake in the advertisement there 
were very few people present, and she 
was knocked down to Captain Evans for 
$1,500. This was not near enough to 
pay the vessel's debts, and now the Ala
meda brings the news that the judge 
has refused to confirm the sale. A Chi
nese firm made affidavit that it was 
prepared to pay $10,000 had its represen
tative arrived in time at the sale. Cap
tain Evans has carried the matter into 
the Supreme court of Hawaii, and there 
the City of Columbia’s fate rests at 
present.
THE EDWARD O’BRIEN WRECK

says:
shares for the company took out some 38 
ounces of coarse gold, working in the 
most primitive manner, in some 20 days’ 
actual work. I saw this gold myself 
and was on the spot when it was taken 
out’

termination.
the city engineer for an
<"°The3^British Columbia Electric Railway 
Co addressed the council as follows:

Council of the City o

carried out
cost to

The Mayor and 
Victoria:

Gentlemen,—I have the honor to a dus
irXulr™™ mselPW0Orsh,pet6heh " 

reading as follows:
Victoria, B. C., March 6, 1899 

A. T. Coward, Esq., Victoria. Manager B 
C. Electric Railway Company.

Dear Sir,-On June 17, 1898, the city en 
gineer reported that he did not couside 
the Rock Bay bridge would be safe fo 
more than eight or nine months, as tha 
time has now elapsed, I have to inform yo 
that the bridge is now not safe for tram 
way traffic, and that if the company con 
tinues to run its cars along the bridge, it 
does so at its own risk, as after this notice 
the city will not be in any way responsible 
for the bridge.

X ours faithfully,
CHAS. E. REDFERN, Mayor.

In view of this communication the com
pany at once desisted from using the bridge 
for ‘ tramway triffic. I might point out 
that the company is ready at any time to 
commence the construction of its portion 
of the new bridge that is proposed to be 
built by the city across Rock Bay, but 
which is delayed in its building by reason 
of the Dominion government not having 
assented to the plans which have been for 
some time under consideration.

Under the new arrangement this company 
will maintain its portion of the bridge.
The interruption in the tramway service 
is one of serious damage and Inconvenience 
not only to the company, but to the citi
zens. and I might point out to your hon
orable body that the bridge being a pile 
one could easily be put in proper condition 
pending the assent of the Dominion gov
ernment to the plans that have gone for
ward. A pile bridge, aa is well known, 
can with very little trouble and expense ting information of other competitors’ fig- 
be placed in a safe condition. The vehicular j nre8 ana then rushing In a slightly lower 
traffic, which is sometimes very severe,1 ’ e
is a greater strain on the structure than j 1U* , .. ,
the cars, which run on steel rails, the This particular tender was nevertheless 
weight being distributed over a larger sur- ] received, and all were referred for action 
face.

Trusting that it will be 
resume traffic over this 
the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient 
servant.

1 “Four years ago very little was known .
about the Omineca except by the few ascertain about eight miles below Five 
who were left of those old-timers who Fingers. The old man fell into a hole in 

their way int0 the country in the ice and had both legs frozen to the
k"~ He "‘--"i

country. There are now over 100 leases charge by the police and carried to Tag- 
granted which yield annual rentals ’of ish where it was thought that both feet 
$50,00 each, besides licenses and water would .have to be amputated, 
rents, poll tax, and an income to the Sickness was diminishing in Dawson 
country from the large expenditures of when Chisholm left, the Sisters’ hospital 
outside money. For instance, the 43rd the largest institution of its kind in the 
X[in™g»£o™Pany baT? already expended city, having only 45 patients within its 
about $60,000. and, to quote from the walls up to the first*’o( Febrnary an,l
“m,“£ & Scientific Press of February being obliged to close down one war,I
25, the St. Anthony Company have through lack of patients 
bought in San Francisco $50,000 worth ChiSholm says that many of the recent 
of machinery The duty on tins ma- stampedes out of Dawson proved to be 
chmery; the freight into the Omineca: fizzles; in faet he can bllt
bestdes the employment to be created what were. Two of these were to Smith 
for labor and the necessary disburse- creek, about 60 milts up the Klondike
ments in the province for provisions, river, and to Coal creek in the Fort'
supplies etc cannot but be of immense Mile district, the rush to the latter being 

t0.Ltbe.7<:oîlnbry’r, . militated against by severe weather. Mr.
“lhen the Victoria Company has ex- Chisholm believes the El Dorado will 

pended some money and were the means lead all other streams of the Yukon this 
available for getting this strong com- year in its richness, although the ben,I, 
pany interested, and generally bringing daims on Bonanza are turning out 
he country prominently before the min- Splendidly as also claims on Dominion 

ing world, immense advantages would an(j Hunker
acrue to the province, as a whole. I The high 'licenses imposed on saloon 
think in all fairness the government keepers is having the effect of limiting 
might do something in the way of road their number in Dawson Mr rhUholio making to open up this country. As to gays Dawson, Mr. Chisholm
the prospects of Omineca, the modest A short time before he left David Ev- 
prospectus of the first company formed an8 Gf Nanaimo committed murder and
be quoted" Her?*‘is** C°Untry jW.the «* tLe tomercrime

‘The Omineca country being long and he‘shot ovlr tteba^o^th? StOUte Carh! favorably known as a prolific gold pro- saloonon the 3rd C
during district, the auriferous gravel de- woman waJ former?, 111.™ „
posits having been fully demonstrated to the Oatlev ^,nown aa one of
be rich in gold, it is proposed to form -for the is «rid Vu Cr mUld?n T,'' 
a small company for the purpose of orado man named Whfte who^s* now 
prospecting and locating a number of residing in New York-brineNewmevw 
claims and water rights for hydraulic- The nnlv J neing j\ewme>c:.
ing. The services of Capt. Black? a that of ieafoim, ,0r tbe cnme w
competent mining engineer, have been with nns if??? l,be wo™an 8. companj 
secured, assisted by a party of old Om- ions to the dfrn °? mgbt Jre,'
ineca miners who are thoroughly ac- trouble JaT!n® fomented thequainted with that region, and X have found dead To 1 l.TÎ”
worked there for a number of years. In oecuDvim? -P?°- °f blood by tboM,'
the part of the district where this com- heard7 the shots^0'”1118 room8 who bad ’ 
pany propose to operate, oyer $100,000 The Cotta*» ûir, „ . 
has been taken out of one claim alone very scto™ exper,en.ced ™any
by sluicing in one year. The object of 1 ere 8nowstorms coming down, 
this company is to secure certain mining 
and water rights above alluded to, and
sary°toUrbhrinWg0them toVeVotiSf o™ of“' .Nnd 'w1ndChw11_?hb,,nding 

world and place them upon the market collision on the Burlington6 road^twelvé 
to the profit of this company and the miles west of LincolnThU eveffint resuh 
advancement of our province, and the Ing In the death of three trainmen 
Omineca district in particular.’ ’’ the Injury of four others. trainmen

en-

pany will shortly leave for the East for 
the purpose of arranging for buying 
parts and fittings and special machinery 
for the manufacture of these vehicles in 
Vancouver.”

Aid. MacGregor also supported the mo
tion. borne wise men had opposed the 
proposal as a waste of money and a 
scheme that was too big for Victoria, 
fie held the first argument to be not yet 
established; as for the second, there was- 
no scheme too big for a city to take hold 
of it it was for the benefit of the city.

The resolution was adopted, on the 
following division:

For—Aid. Williams MacGregor, Bry- 
don, Beckwith and Hayward and the 
Mayor.

The Alameda brought to San Fran
cisco particulars of the wreck of the 
American ship Edward O’Brien, 
vessel left Departure Bay as heretofore 
stated on February 2 for Honolulu with 
a eargp of ceai. On February 27 she 
passed Diamond Head and stood in for 
Honolulu. Captain Banfield ran close to 
the entrance in the reef, intending to 
anchor and wait for a tug. The star- 
beard anchor was let go, but the head
way of the vessel was so great that It 
parted the anchor chain. The port an
chor was then dropped, but before it 
held the ship crashed on to the west 
side of the entrance and in spite of 
every effort struck there. She finally 
beeame a total wreck and was to be sold 
at auction the day the Alameda sailed. 
The Edward O'Brien was built at 
Thomnstown, Me., in 1882, and 
2,157 tons net burden. She was 259.1 
feet long, 42.5 feet broad and 28.9 feet 
deep.

-o-
NEGOT1AT1NG A LOAN.

Japan Government Reported To Have 
Secured Ten Million Pounds 

From British Capitalists.

The

Japanese advices to the 25th proximo, 
or up till two days after the sailing of 
the R. M. S. Empress of India from 
Yokohama, were received by the North
ern Pacific steamship Victoria on Satur
day evening.

According to a Tokio message, Mr- 
Kato, Japanese minister to London, has 
been carrying on negotiations, in accord
ance with the instructions of the govern
ment, with capitalists in London for a 
loan of 10,000,000 pounds sterling. The 
negotiations have been making satisfao 
tory progress and the London capitalists 
have consented to furnish the money at 
the rate of 950 pounds per 1.000. This 
result, we aie to.d, has been duly report
ed to the proper quarters; but as they 
are anxious to keep the negotiations a 
profound secret, the details are not yet 
kT,w.n- , However, it what we have as
certained is correct, the interest is about 
?.Trfer a,,.num. Payable half-year-
nf Jh?rvSv lpec,e th<? London branch 
of tiie Yokohama Specie Bank. This

1 a 16 ?ev entCTed in English on 
the bonds. Other details are now be
ing discussed between the financial 
partment and the Nippon Ginko. The 
agreement between the Japanese gov 
ernment and the London capitalists will 
he signed shortly.

The Shanghai Mercury learns from a 
trustworthy source that Nanking will 
be almost immediately declared an open 
’’TV^ocording to the French treaty 

lhOS Nanking is supposed to “enjov 
the same privileges as Canton, Shang
hai, Nragpo and Foochow. With regard 
to Nanking, the French agents in China 
will not deliver passports to thier na
tionals for the city until the rebels have 
been expelled by the imperial troops.” 
However. Nanking is not yet an open 
jwrt, although specified as such above.

Against—Aid. Kinsman, Humphrey 
and Stewart.

The aldermanic members of the com-

£« „"d
these three alderihen.
tT?? ïlle matter was disposed of Aid. 
Humphrey suggested :

"They might while they 
sider the question of 
Straits."

On tiie motion of Aid. Brydon it was 
decided to invite applications for the 
office of city carpenter, until March 20 
and the council then adjourned artei
e^e h^-Hw ogfh1899firSt readiDg the ]iev"

are at it eon- 
a tunnel under the

seven
was

A RESUME OF TRADE.
R. P. Rithet & Co.’s monthly freight 

and shipping report for February says: 
“Absence of business and the prospects 
of another dry season have had a serious 
effect on the market for grain vessels, 
will be seen from the last engagement 
reported which is at 22s. 6d. net to Eur
ope. As usual in such circumstances iron 
and steel vessels are striving fop employ
ment in the lumber trade and that has 
had the natural effect of easing off rates 
there, though not to any great extent. 
There is a fair enquiry for early loading 
from several quarters but vessels suit
ably placed arc not easy to get-”
WILL AGAIN VISIT ESQUIMALT.

Private advices received from Japan 
announce that the Japanese training 
man-of-war Hiyei, which visited Esqui- 
male two years, ago is again going to 
cross the Pacific. She leaves Japan about 
the end of this month and will come di
rect to Esquimalt, going to San Fran
cisco on her return trip. She will carry
mimCiadet?i on tbis trip’ a much larger 
number than aecomminied her on her 
previous voyage to this coast

■o-
THE PAVONIA.

The
Liverpool, March 10.—The. , reported

arrival of the Cunard steamer Pavonia 
off Holyhead in tow of two tugs is be- 
iwhd t° haTe been premature as no 
L°dnigrht gS 6 ^ IeceiTed up t0

possible to soon 
bridge, I have

de-
ALBERT T. GOWARD, 

Local Manager.
This communication was laid on the tahle 

until a report shall have been received from 
the acting engineer the Mayor explaining 
that Mr. Conalns expected to visit the 
bridge on Tuesday (to-day) or Wednes
day.

PARTENT OFFICE Report.
According to Trethewey & Brittain’s re

port from the United Sûtes Patent Office 
Gazette, 511 patents were issued during 
the week ending Febrnary 29. Of this 
number 448 were to citizens of the

/

W. H. Berridge solicited the subscription 
of the council for the New Century Weekly 
and the Universal Brotherhood Monthly, 
for the public reading room, at a cost of 
$2.50. The Suggestion was accepted and 
the periodicals will be ordered at once.

C. C. Moody replied at considerable length 
to the letter of the council last week on 
bis subject of a mint for Canada In British

* United
states; Anstro-Hungary, 2; Canada, 3; Grea
J^a'n’ £”“<*. 9; Germany, 15; New 
.ealand, 1 Norway, 2: South Africa, 1- 

: ®w,UerIand' 2; Victoria, 1. One 
•nndred and twenty-seven of these were 
■sslgned to manufacturers tnd others be- 

| tore the patents were granted.

o
TRAINMEN KILLED.

and
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Ef ARB
formal Charges Agail 

Commissioner by «J 
Publisher.

They Are Indignantly 
Hr. Ogivle Proci 

Inxeatigati

r
the Beattie Poet-Inte]From

Ex-Gold Commissioner 
is now the sub;Dawson, 

investigation, specific accd 
been made against him bj 

* of the Klondike Nugget, j 
has made a long fight agad 
missioner Ogilvie is to hej 
into the management ofl 
the gold commissioner’s od 
missioner has declared tha 

thorough investigaa very 
if facts warranting the i

of the officials are dany ^^■■1
will have to answer in the!

For some weeks there hj 
vestigation by the com! 
nothing has come of it. I 

* Hurdman was charged wil 
ous offences, and he was a| 
within a short time he w 
and it was understood thi 
was practically closed.

THE CHARGE]
Thee barges against Fawl 

before Commissioner Ogilvj 
royal commissioner on Febl 
territorial courtroom, in wq 
ing was held, was crowded l 
Mr. Fawcett was not prl 
was at that time out oq 
business. The complaint I 
Allen alleges as follows: I 

“1. That Thomas Fawcl 
fully manipulate his powl 
assumed, in the matter oj 
opening of Dominion creekl 
to the defrauding of mill 
benefit of officials and theii 

“2. That at the time pen! 
of permits to prospect asl 
notice of July 11, 1898, at 1 
willfully deviate from said] 
sue a permit to Mrs. Emm] 

“3. That Mr. Fawcett q 
the miners through his d 
when through ignorance oj 
said miners, or through ign| 
part of said gold commisd 
two applications were enter] 
same ground and both pa] 
entrance fee of $15, the ] 
fee of the misled and uns 
plicant was refused- 

“Messrs. Charles K. Zord 
Nelson were both allowed 
same claim, No. 11 above 
The gold commissioner reft] 
the money to Nelson altbo] 
went to Zorn.

“4. That Mr. Fawcett dj 
ficial powers for the benvfl 
friends and to the prejudic] 
ers, as in the case of the D| 
claim to Mrs. Miner when 
her to pay Alexander McDq 
of $2,000 before allowing 1 
a claim she had staked.

“5. That while the publ] 
denied access to the record 
formation regarding unrecq 
Thomas Fawcett did prepa] 
to be prepared more or 1 
lists of vacant ground, wh] 
buted to his friends.

“6. That an entrance fee 
and collected at his office.

“Dated at Dawson, Y.T., 
of February, 1899.

“E. C. ALLEN, Con] 
FAWCETT’S REE 

The records of the investis 
he kept open for thirty 1 
which time Commissioner ] 
prepared to receive addition] 

As soon as Mr. Fawcett, 
sent from Dawson on Febru 
of these charges, he returned 
and there addressed this le] 
missioner Ogilvie in reply ] 
ments of Alien*

“I declare each of the el 
untrue and malevolent, auq 
immediate investigation.

“I ask no time to prepai 
against such malicious char] 
for the investigation to begi] 
to-morrow morning, the 14t| 
that the investigation be col 
finish.”

Bnt the investigation did 
at once, as the ex-gold i] 
asked. Instead, Commfssiq 
decided to continue the matt] 
days, during which time he ri 
additional charges.

Mr. Allen maintains that n 
every charge that he has m:id] 
and Commissioner Ogilvie h] 
he will have prosecuted tti 
against whom sufficient fill 
found.

-o-
CHANGES rOSITI

Mr. S. H. Matson Appointe!
Manager of New Canad 

surance Company

Mr. S. II. Matson has retir 
position of provincial mana 
Provident Savings Life Assn 
pany to accept a similar po 
the National Life Assuranei 
of Canada, of which his fatl 
H. Matson, is the managir 
The National is a new coi 
organization of which is about 
The provincial directorate c 
names of leading capitalists a 
men in all parts of the Do 
the company in this respecl 
starts out under most enenu 
pices. The capital stock is $ 
10,000 shares of $100 each, 
shares have been purchased 
and a similar number are b 
in Vancouver.

It is not known yet who ' 
Mr. Matson as British Colt 
ager of the Provident Con 
explains that he is not lea\ 
company for any other reasi 
he prefers to be associated wi 
■concern as his father is. T 
large increase in the busil 
Provident Company last yeai 
increasing 22 per cent., 
cent., new business 20 

-mium income 9% per cent., 
<for policy-holders 21 6-10 p

sui
per

* -o-
baby eczema and scj

Infants and yonng child 
culiariy subject to this terri 
and if not promptly arrested 
Rally become chronic.

' a special study of Eczema 
“f the skin, -and we can co 
commend Dr. Chase’s Ointn 
til forms of Eczema. The 1 
Bon soothes this irritation a 
tittle sufferer to rest

Dr.

j

It’s easy to 
haul a big 
load np a 

big hill if 
on grease 
e wagoa 

wheels with
! WC* Axis Orme 1

Get a box and learn why 
it’s the best grease ever
pjstoBUjIt BnMsiwisluw
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