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TIMER IN TRODBL streaks, one of whieh—that from which 
he now brings very attractive samples— 
was located by Kimpton Starke about 
the end of August, and runs up the 
mountain. Samples of the ore have 
been sent to Tacoma, Trail and Fort 
Steele for assay, and from the three 
places the reports have been satisfac
tory in the extreme, the ore assaying as 
high as 620 ounces in silver to the ton. 
The ledge has been stripped 100 feet on 
either side of the shaft that has been 
sunk 12 feet, and a solid body of the 
mineral four feet in breadth has been 
shown. Situated near Toby creek, the 
vein is within 25 miles of the Columbia, 
down which river the ore is to be shipped 
to Golden. The owner of the mine fully 
realizes the value of his property, and 
has commenced developmènt without 
delay. Three hundred sacks of ore are 
at present on the dump, and two pack 
trains are getting the ore'out to naviga
tion. Arrangements have been made 
with the C. P. R. for the transportation 
of the ore to the Tacoma smelter. The 
railroad company charges $6, but by the 
time the ore has been smelted the cost 
will be $35.50 per ton. Even at this 
comparatively heavy cost, which can be 
reduced, as Mr. Fraser hopes, it will, 
through the instrumentality of the 
ernment, which he is now about to ask 
for a wagon road, it is expected that 
$200 clear profit can be made on the ore. 
The mine is situated near several other 
good producers and has, Mr. Fraser, 
states, been spoken of very highly by 
Pfovincial Mineralogist Robinson.

MR. OGILVIE AT DAWSON TOSSED BY A TYPHOON..decided to winter at that point Upon 
entered Into conversation with the leader, 
Mr. Frawley found to his surprise that 
the emaciated traveller was none other 
than his old friend Dr. John P. Bennett 
of Halifax, N. 8., who last March started 
In to Dawson, via the route Indicated In 
the foregoing. Dr. Bennett Is a graduate 
of Rush College, and had ample funds at 
his disposal to properly equip the expedi
tion. He took a large stock of suplles, 
employing thirteen pack horses for the 
purpose of carrying them on to the Klon
dike. At his friend’s request the doctor 
hurriedly wrote out the following synopsis 
of the trip.

Sylvester Landing, Bept. S, 1898.
I have Just arrived here, en route to 

the Klondike, over the Hdmonton route, 
and I must say that It Is the most In
fernal swindle that ever was placed In 
front of the public. I left March 1st, 
and have been travelling ever since over 
a country abounding In muskegs and 
falling timber. Rafting rivers and creeks

with the payments—only with the meas
uring.

E. C. Howell, superintendent of 
struction of the buildings for the gov
ernment, said he had measured up for 
the Adams contract to June IS, 1895, 
when there was an inquiry into claims 
put In by Adams and Prévost. Subse
quently he had measured up for one or 
two certificates for McGregor & Jeeves. 
With reference to the final report of the 
architect in December, 1897, he knew 
nothing, nor had he ever examined the 
claims made by Baker, McGregor & 
Jeeves. This year Mr. Rattenbury left 
for England in June, when the whole 
work was completed and witness thought 
that all final certificates had been giv
en. He only heard of the claims now un
der examination in June when the chief 
commissioner remarked that he had re
fused to certify them and had called the 
claim iniquitous. He hàd not been con
sulted as to Drake’s claim.

After recess Mr. F. M. Rattenbury, 
the parliament buildings architect, said 
he had never given a final certificate on 
the Adams contract because the contrac
tors had never given him a complete ac
count. There was some kind of sub
contract between the Adams estate and 
Baker, McGregor & Jeeves and each 
sent in a separate account, but the chief 
commissioner had never given consent to 
this and the sub-coatractors were not 
recognized by the government. He de
clined to take a separate account be- 

it was impossible to separate the 
items and the sub-contractors were not 
recognized. No certificates were given 
to McGregor & Jeeves. He drew up a 
complete report himself when he could 
not get the account sent in. His report 
made it that the contractors were over
paid $5,920.23. His last certificate was 
given on December 10, 1896, though 
there were two others in May and Jnly, 
4897, for $5,510 and $841, which he cer
tified under special instructions from the 
chief commissioner. He made these out 
as extras. His report of December, 
1897, included everything he considered 
on which the contractors had a claim 
on the government. He estimated that 
$381,108 covered the whole of the Ad- 
ama contract. Three months before Mr. 
Adams’ death in 1895 some claims had 
been put in for extras but they were 
dropped and were not included in the 
account. He had disallowed some $10,- 
000 altogether. An appeal lay from his 
decision to the chief commissioner un
der the terms of the agreement and the 
two items aggregating $10,000 were ap
pealed, but no others that he knew of. 
In reference to. the claim for $49,000 the 
matters there were dealt with in his 
report and refused. On the Drake con
tract he had given a final certificate and 
had adjusted the extras with Mr. Keith 
acting for Mr. Drake. 'Mr.1 Drake had 
no bill in for extras when witness made 
his last report. As to the slate Mr. 
Drake had said it was pretty hard that 
the large sized slate was left on his 
bands, but witness did not certify for 
the claim. It was for some $368. When 
Mr. Drake asked if Mr. Rattenbury 
would oppose his asking the government 
to be allowed for it, witness had said it 

business of his. As to the plas
ter, witness said it was impossible to 
tell whether the plaster was thicker than 
usual. The contractor had to take his 
chance on that as the walls were of the 
average character. He was not consult
ed as to the payment either to the Adams 
estate or to Drake.

Mr. Gore, recalled, said that after 
June 12, when Mr. Rattenbury left he 
was not approached by Drake, nor did 
he think he had any knowledge of the 
bill for extras being put in; nor were 
the Adams extras submitted to him. 
McGregor & Jeeves were not treated as 
nrincHnls in the masonry contract, but 

"•(• /dams estate. He knew that 
” Gregor & Jeeves hod a contract with 

■ PanV of British Columbia and un- 
rstoed that it was under this that they 

worked but this was not of his own 
knowledge.

This dosed the evidence for the day 
and the chief justice said that os the 
names of Mb. Turner and Mr. G. B. 
Martin had been used freely in connec
tion with the payments, Mr. Belyea 
ought at least to notify them unless he 
saw fit to subpoena them. They should 
have an opportunity to expalin their po
sition.

Mr. Belyea promised to see to this and 
the inquiry was adjourned till to-day at 
2 o’doek.
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Few ships have weathered a mightier 
typhoon than that which the Northern 
Pacific steamship City of Columbia,, 
which arrived here yesterday morning, 

The experienced on the coast of China. The 
Empress of India, which reacherd Vic
toria early last week, got a sniff of the 
storm, but the City of Columbia was 
right in the centre of it when about 80 
miles up the coast from Foochow to 
Yokohama. It came almost without 
warning, and came within an ace of 
sealing the ship’s doom, as well as that 
of those aboard. The order to make- 
things secure had not been more than 
given when a tremendous sea struck the 
vessel. Soon the sea and sky appeared 
to meet, and instead of whitecaps, foam, 
only appeared on the waters. Th 
sel pitched and rolled in the trough of 
the mountainous waves, as though mo
mentarily she would founder. To steer- 
a ^course was out of the question; to- 
feed the furnaces became an impossibil
ity, and the stokers abandoning their- 
work, steam could not be kept up in the 
boilers. A sheet anchor was lowered; oil 
was cast upon the waters; and the 
frightenqfl crew and passengers were 
beginning to think seriously of their 
former lives- and make good resolutions 
for the future, while the Chinese hatred 
incense sticks. Capt. Gow and his offi
cers stayed by their posts, although when 
the lead began to shoal and the anchor 
cables parted, consternation was depict
ed on their faces. The barometer drop
ped to 27.90 in a remarkably short space 
of time. Just as the most critical 
came, when the ship would, had /the 
high wind continued, have been dashed 
ashore, there came a sudden lull, and the 
storm was over. Capt. Gow, in relat
ing his experiences, says he had never 
keen anything like it, and he has been 
in storms the world over. In the same 
storm the steamer Cowrie had also a 
very narrow escape, and the Geiman. 
vessel Trinidad is reported to have fsun
dered, with all on board. No particulars 
of this latter incident, however, were 
obtainable on the Columbia, and a Ger
man vessel of the same name is net 
listed in Lloyds. The news had bee» 
received in Yokohama, from which port, 
until Victoria was reached at 3 o’clock 
yesterday morning, the Columbia had 
the finest kind of weather. She left 
Hongkong August 24, and made the 
run in 15 days. She brought a full 
cargo, principally of teas, and about 200 
Asiatic passengers, half of whom landed 
here. Five of the saloon passengers, 
going on to Tacoma, were members of 
the Pakshan’s crew, and were paid ojff 
here when that steamer was last itt 
port. They, were S. McDuffie, J. R. 
Stewart, Ed. Hughes, N. Jacobsen and!
R. H. Owens, the last-named, who hap
pens to be a brother of Capt Owens, of 
the City of Nanaimo, having been thirdl 
officer on the Pakshan. TMe first saloon 
passengers were J.McDonald, H. Knight,
R. White and family,- who are going to 
Pittsburg; V. L. Boeck, Mrs. M. Stan- 
îeigh, bound from Yokohama to Chicago;
H. J. Metz and C. H. Baine, Yokohama 
business men, going to San Francisco; 
Charles Laing, James Hime, Thomas " 
Newmann and Mr. Plafskar. On the- 
voyage from Yokohama, Purser Finme- 
launehed the first number of the Colum
bia Chronicle, a highly creditable publi
cation, issued on board. It contains, 
among other things, a complete descrip
tion of a mock wedding during the trip.

P. C. BOATS WILL CALL. ' 
Although the Pacific,Coast Steamship- 

have cut British Columbia out;

To be top-liner of the fleet is an honor 
to which every sealing skipper sailing 
out of tie port naturally aspires. There 

times, however, when the position is 
not to be envied, and if all reports are 
true, the Otto (Gooz master) has fallen 
upon one of these times when thp ex
ception prevails. She is understood to 
be at the present time on her way back 
to Victoria under seizure by H. M. S. 
Amphion, together with the 770 skins 
below her decks.

The warship herself returned to Es
quimau Sunday afternoon, and while 
every officer is dumb as an oyster in re
gard to the matter, merely verifying the 
fact that a seizure was made, yesterday 
was not very old when the entire Wharf 
street world was in possession of the 
news.

The Otto, which is an 98-ton craft 
with an all-white hunting crew, is alleg
ed to have been sealing within proscrib
ed territory, neglecting the warning of 
the warship at the first boarding, on 
August 26, and having 770 skins salted 
away'St the second call, on the 10th of 
the present month.

Her excuse will probably be the rough 
weather, which even the Amphion found 
extremely trying, and which also ac
counts in great measure for the low 
general average of the catches, there 
having been few days in which the boats 
could be lowered and the seals then be
ing both scarce and wild.

To still further increase the obstacles 
to snccess, school after school of whales 
had taken possession of the sea, banish
ing the seals or scattering them, 
the Pribyloff islands Captain Finnls, of 
the Amphion, found a much diminished 
seal herd, the branding operations of 
Professor Jordan and his fellow-faddists 
in conjunction with the penning experi
ments, having led the big drives away 
from the islands although some eight or 
nine thousand have been marked with 
the irons this surnmer.

The catches of the sealing fleet its re
ported by the just returned warship are 
as below:

Ainoka—August 12 .. ..
Abbie M. Deering—Ang. 25.............. 21
Carrie C. W.—Sept. 16....................469
City of San Diego—Sept. 9
Diana—Aug .12..................
Dora Siewerd—Aug. 26 ..
Enterprise—Ang. 13 .. ..
Favorite—Aug. 13..............
Ida-Etta—Aug. 13—Sept. 13 .... 62
Minnie—Sept. 11..............
Océan Belle—Sept 16 .. . ,
Otto—Aug. 26—Sept. 10 ..
Penelope—Aug. 13 .. ..
Teresa—Sept. 13 .. .. . .
Umbrina—Aug. 17-25 ....

On the trip down from the northern 
hunting grounds, the Amphion ran into 
the stiffest blow she has encountered in 
many a day, the storm raging all last 
Wednesday and Thursday, and playing 
merry riot with everything o*t,4fS*vb» 
sides flooding the capins< and making 
mountain streams of the passageways.
It is feared that some of the returning 
sealers may have been unable to stand 
up under the hurricane, which the war
ship’s people describe as resembling 
nothing so ranch as the dread typhoon of 
the China coast.

Although the upper Yukon is still 
navigable from Dawson to the lakes, 
those who purpose spending the winter 
in civilization are hurrying out before 
the frost closes the gateways, 
steamer City of Topeka, calling here 
Sunday night, was in consequence loaded 
down with returning miners and invest
ors, more than 200 of whom had just 
come out from Dawson by the Columbian 
and Flora, with perhaps half a million 
in treasure all told.

The taking of evidence was begun yes
terday before Mr. Justice McColl, sitting 
as sole commissioner to inquire into the 
payment of $30,000 and 3,414.18 under 
contracts entered into with Frederick 
Adams and Richard Drake respectively 
in connection with the construction of 
the new parliament buildings, and into 
the circumstances connected with the 
submission to arbitration of differences 
between the provincial government and 
Messrs. Baker, McGregor and Jeeves, 
arising out of the contract with Adams. 
The proceedings were held in the Full 
court foom, Mr. A. L. Belyea appearing 
for the Crown. A number of witnesses 
were examined, but no one appeared for 
any of the other parties and not many 
spectators were in the court room.

Mr. \V. S. Gore, deputy commissioner 
of lands and works, the first witness ex
amined, produced a number of documents 
to be used as exhibits. These included 
the original tender and contract for 
mason’s work with Fredericks Adams, 
dated December 6, 1893; the contract 
with Richard Drake signed December 6, 
1893, for the plastering and the speci
fications and other papers connected with 
the two contracts, including a report bÿ 
F. M. Rattenbury, architect to the gov
ernment, dated December 31, 1897. 
There were also produced the vouchers 
of February 1, 1898, for the payment of 
$30,000 to the estate of F. Adams, and 
the vouchers dated Jnly 6, 1898. for the 
payment to Richard Drake of $3,414.87, 
with the statements attached as to the 
extras for which payment was made. 
The copy of the order-in-council refer
ring to arbitration the claim of Messrs. 
Baker. McGregor and Jeeves, and dated 
June 29, was among the papers put in.

Mr. Gore stated that the total amount 
of the Adams contract was for $380.000, 
the reductions from his tender of $454,- 
508.31 being for various deductions 
whieh the

Influence Again 
Emperor’s 

Edict.
Iis one of the many things one has to 

do, and one’s life Is always in danger do
ing so. The press advertised the Bdmon-are
ton route as the poor man’s route, but 
I fail to see It. In the first place, it is 
fourteén hundred miles from Edmonton 
to Sylvester’s Landing by the trail, and, 
remember, you cannot go North from 
Peace river, without coming this way (Syl
vester’s Landing), as only one mân ever 
made it, Cayuse Graham, and he told me 
himself It was simply awful. But leaving 
that aside and returning to the point, a 
man taking in two years’ provisions, wùlch 
he must do, needs at least ten horses, as 
no horse can make the trip over this trail 
and carry over 160 pounds, and the ma
jority of the horses carrying that weight 
are knocked out long before they get 
this distance. The mounted police left 
Edmonton In September, 1897, and arrived 
here in August, after buying a new out
fit of horses and goods at Fort Graham, 
the others having died, a few being shot 
to feed the dogs. The trip will cost the 
government a nice little sum. and It Is 
to be hoped that the press will do all In 
Its power to let the public know that the 
Edmonton route is Impracticable. I will 
now give you the relative distances from 
Edmonton to Sylvester. First, Edmonton 
to Slave Lake, 300 miles; Slave Lake to 
Peace river crossing, 80 miles: Peace river 
crossing to Fort St. John, 200 miles; St. 
John to Fort Graham, 300 miles; Fort 
Graham to Sylvester’s Landing, 400 miles; 
and Mr. Walker, of Walker creek farm, 
tells me It Is fully 300 miles from here to 
Pelly banks, and no trail. With regard to 
the gold in the country, suffice it to say 
that the best bars on the renowned Peace 
river 
and
there say that the river never did pay. 
Several parties tried to make a grubstake 

Findlay and Peace, bnt failed, and 
they nearly all went hack sad, but wiser 
men.

I met several miners at Fort Graham 
who had 
lng trip - 
but could
month, and pay two dollars a dav to the 
man. Some creeks, It Is believed, would 
pay about $5 a day, but as flour Is $19 
a sack, one would be a long time getting 
rich. Mr. Walker, the man who discover
ed Walker creek, and whom I had the plea- 

of meeting, he being with the Cas- 
v Company. In the capacity of 

prospector In this section, tells me that 
the country was prospected for placer 
mines away back In *74, he being one of 
the miners at that time.

Three Saskatchewan miners prospected 
>art of the Mnd river this summer, the 
jest they could find was one dollar and 

This Is the true state 
country, and I would 

like to hear from anyone who thinks dif
ferently.
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gov-as
as Some had left the Klondike capital as 

late as the 8th Instant, and from these it 
is learned that Commissioner Ogilvie ar
rived safely at his new headquarters on 
the 5th, and will lose no time in initiat
ing an investigation of the existing un
satisfactory conditions. He had not 
been in Dawson 24 hours before definite 
.charges were laid before him of malad
ministration in the office of Gold Com
missioner Fawcett. It is thought by 
some at least of Sunday night’s arrivals 
that the implicated officials will be sus
pended pending the inquiry, as this 
would go far toward appeasing the 
general indignation of the camp.

Among those coming out by the last 
river steamers to take passage down by 
the Topeka were Joseph Ladue and his 
partner, S. F. Betsford, of New York, 
the owner of Dawson being a sick man 
and on his way East for the winter. 
He will also endeavor to form an East
ern company to build and operate two 
steamers on the lower river, Victoria 
yards to have the construction contract, 
and the vessels to be run in connection 
with the new commercial company Mr. 
Ladue formed this summer in opposition 
to the Alaska Commercial Co. and the 
North America Trading & Transport Co. 
Louis Sloss, treasurer of the Alaska 
Commercial company, was another pas
senger, on his way home to San Fran
cisco, with Baron de Goldsmidt, who has 
been investing freely in Klondike claims, 
and C. N. Fox, the lucky miner who was 
reported killed by Indians in May last, 
but who has cheated death by a com
plete recovery from his wound. Hon. 
Stephen D. Glass, of Spokane, has been 
on a tour of observation, and A. N. Mac
Donald is coming to the “ outside ’’ for 
a few months’ recreation, bringing 
$30,000 to pay for it.

Among others of the arrivals, the 
French-Canadians formed a picturesque 
and conspicuous element, there being 
three parties for the East over the 
C. P. R. who disembarked here—42 men 
in all, with sums varying from $500 to 
$1,500 per man. All,or nearly all, are 
going back. The majority of them have 
been among the workers for wages, but 
some have claims on the newly discov
ered and promising ground at Forty- 
Mile and Last Chance, the latter an 
affluent of the Hunker.

They are enthusiastic in regard to the 
and their cup of happiness was 
the brim on their arrival at 

Skagway to discover that the transporta
tion companies are enjoying the excite
ment of a little rate war, and second- 
class passage can now be made from the 
Lynn canal cities to this port for $9. On 
the north-bound trips the following first 
and second-class rates from Victoria are 
quoted: To Wrangel, now 
formerly $30 and $16; to 
and $15, formerly $35 and $22; to Sitka, 
Skagway and Dyea, $25 and $15, for
merly $50 and $35.

All the arrivals from Pine creek are 
sanguine as to its prospects. There 
are eight streams in all, they say, which 
prospect well, and while not another 
Klondike, it will prove one of the great
est hydraulicking fields in the mining 
world.
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e vee-PENDER ISLAND.
Pender Island, Sept 24.—The farmers 

have gathered in their crops here which 
have been bountiful, and are still mar
keting stock which has turned out well.

Many improvements are • noticeable 
«round, not forgetting the Japs on Mr. 
T, Hayashi’s farm at Otter Bay. 
Stumps and stones there have to give 
way before their plodding patience.

Farmers are beginning to protect their 
game more now, which in some cases 
means money to them. I cannot record 
a mining boom on this island; our only 
hope in that direction being the coal, 
which very probably is in abundance 
about a thousand feet or more below us.

Yesterday the R. P. Ttithet landed two 
pure-bred Shropshire sheep here for Mr. 
Washington Grimmer. They came from 
J. A. S. McMillan’s ranch, Brandon, 
Manitoba, and were imported by him last 
year as lambs from such noted flocks in 
Ontario as John Campbell’s and Ham- 
mie & Sons. Mr. McMillan took first 
arize last year and this, with them, at 
Winnipeg. With ordinary luck they 
should be a help in improving the stock 
here.

Some say that they will not vote on 
Thursday, but prohibition will be pretty 
sure to carry on this island all the 
same.

Our Presbyterian missionary student, 
Mr. J. R. Robertson, is about to leave 
this mission field to finish his theological 
courses at Knox College, Ontario, and 
will stay over for a short rest at his 
home near Winnipeg. It is with much 
regret that his congregation here part 
with him, but they wish him still greater 
success in the future. A very pleasant 
social was given him here by his friends 
on Tuesday evening. We expect his 
successor shortly in this mission field.
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government were by the 
terms of the agreement allowed to 
make, snch as $36,948.69 for the 
marble and 8 cents for curbing stone 
making a reduction of $74.508.31 alto
gether and bringing "the contract price 
to $380,000. Explaining the items Mr. 
Gore said the marble referred to was 
subsequently purchased by the Crown 
independent of the contract; the omit
ting of bonds was because the contractor 
had represented it would cost him so 
much for bonds that the government 
agreed to accept a redaction of $15,000 
in iien. The architect had power to 
omit anything he wished in the contre et 
and this was done in a number of in
stances, snch as the heating apparatus, 
which was wiped ont of the contract and 
cot ciaewPorp f0r $19.000. instead of 
the $20.000 the prime cost in the 
tract. The witnesses went over the 
tract and nicked out a number of simi
lar instances. ,

A letter w->« then produced in re'er- 
enee to the $30.000 payment to th» Ad- • 

This was from "Drake 
Jscksnn & Helmcken. acting for the. Ad- 

estate, enclosing one from Baker 
JncOrp"or and Jeeves, dated January 
29. 1898. saying re their claim for ex
tras that they would accent $30.000 for 
their claim of $49.000. The voucher for 
this payment was also produced ns well 
ns nn order-in-council dated Fehmnrv 
1. 1898, recommending that the pavment 
he made of the $30.000. He had first 
had knowledge of the voucher n-h»n it 
was presented to him to be certified. It 
wns the same with the voucher for $3.- 
414.84 on the Drake claim. The ordin
ary course in making payments to con
tractors was for the architect to give p 
certificate of the work and for witness 
to prepare the voucher for payment at 
f np treasury. The two vouchers refer- 
red to. however, were in the handwriting 
of J. McB. Smith, the auditor-general. 
He could not recollect any particular in
stances where Mr. Smith had done this 
Jwfore, bnt he presumed that in this case 
he did it for th“ careful wordingJaf the 
vouchers. The $30.000 voucher wae pre
sented to witness for. his initials, but he 
refused to initial it as he had no know
ledge of the transaction, and sent it to 
Mr. G. B. Martin, then chief eommi* 
sJoner, for hig signature. He did not 
know on what material the executive had 
granted th# claim. The chief commis
sioner had in conversation previonsly 
said he did not view the claim favorably.
In this the chief commissioner had in 
view no donbt the renort of the archi
tect dated December 31, which made a 
statement of contra account and brought 
the contractors in debt to the Crown, in- 
stead. of the Crown to the contractor. 
He did not know why Mr. Martin sign
ed Jhe voucher. It might be that that 
gfhtieman had obtained information 
from his colleagues of which, he (Mr. 
Gore) had no knowledge. The architect’s 
report of December, 31. 1897. made ont 
the contractor over paid to the amount 
of $5,928.23. The voucher for the pay
ment of the $3,414.87 to Drake was sign
ed by the finance minister. Witness was 
not consulted about it bv Mr. Turner 
it was not customary for the finance 
minister to certify to vouchers of that 
character though there might have been 
lots of them that witness did not know 
of. Witness declined to certify the 
voucher when It was presented to him 
as he did not know anything about it 
He did not know any other amounts 
paid on the contracts that were not 
tified by him.

Mr. Belyea read the provision in the 
specifications in the Adams contract that 
no contract could be aub-let without the 
written consent of the chief commis
sioner. Also that the architect should 
have power to alter or amend and that 
the architect’s decision should be final.

The witness said that no permission 
had been given to sub-let the Adams con
tract.

Mr. J. O. Keith, the architect, had 
been employed by Mr. Drake to make up 
a bill for extras In connection with the 
plastering contract. Mr. Drake had 
told him that in the first estimate slate 
of full size was to be used, and after
wards it was decided to use a smaller 
sized slate. The consequence was that 
Mr. Drake having got the full sized slate 
bad afterwards to pay extra for the 
smaller size. This was one of his extras. 
Witness had also to measure np for ex
tra thickness used in the mortar. This 
item amounted to $800 for while the 
usual thickness of mortar was three- 
quarters of an inch, he had found, where 
the material on the walls went even a» 
thick as two and a half inches to even 
up the walls and the average was over 
an inch. Witless had nothing to do
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21 JOHN P. BENNETT, M.D., 
197 Hollis St., Halifax, N.S.

Or 743 Fulton street, Chicago, HI.
P.S.—The trail is lined with disgusted 

miners, and hundreds will never get half 
way this year, and having no hay np for 
their horses, what are they going to do?

THE ASHCROFT TRAIL.
papers that boomed this trail 
the Klondike thus comments 

n it:
an article 

In which It Is stated 
over that route to 
a desperate condi- 

1s made to the pre- 
governments to send 

out a relief expedition. The Colonist may 
be in possession of special Information in 
regard to parties on the Ashcroft trail, 
and we should not like to say anything 
that would place the slightest obstacle in 
the way of their relief being provided, if 
the circumstances warrant it. Yesterday’s 
mall, brought to ns a letter from our own 
correspondent, Mr. Guy C. Browne, who 
is travelling overland Into the Yukon dis
trict. This leter Is dated August 26th, at 
the summit of the Casslar cattle trail. 
The concluding paragraph reads as fol
lows:

“ ‘On the 26th August we crossed the 
summit. It was raining 
were drenched to the skin, still our hearts 
were light, for the roadmen had told us 
that the longest and hardest part of the 
trail was behind us. Th© trail behind Is 
certainly bad, and, at the time we went 
over It, impracticable for heavy loads.’

“As our readers know, Mr. Browne has 
sent in several letters from different 
points on the road since he started from 
Kamloops. His letters have made men
tion of the Curtis disaster, and misfortunes 
that have overtaken inexperienced parties, 
bnt he has not reported anything of the 
serious nature hinted at in the Colonist’s 
article.
letter—which will appear In full In an 
Issue of the Sentinel—that he is looking 
forward to a quick trip down to Glenora.

that If he had learned of any 
cases of destitution he would have re
ported them; and. It must be remember
ed, that Mr. Browne only recently left 
here on this trip, so that he has had 
every opportunity of ascertaining the true 
condition of affairs on the trail/’
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As was expected, the coroner’s jury 
selected to inquire into the cause of 
the death of Peter Grice, killed through 
the breaking of the fly-wheel of the 
engine of a wood-sawing machine, of 
which he was the operator, found that 
the death was purely accidental, but 
recommended that, in order to avoid 
snch accidents in the future, all such 
engines be inspected, and none but com
petent engineers be allowed to run them.

The only evidence given at the in
quest was that of the two Chinese as
sistants and the officers who arrived 
soon after the accident. The Chinamen 
told the story as it appeared in the Col
onist on Sunday. The governor belt 
slipped off, Grice called to one of the 
Chinamen to shut the steam off, and 
at the same tipne placed a block of wood 
against the fly-wheel to stop it, the re
sult being the breaking of the wheel. 
There Was no evidence as to the alleged 
faulty construction of the wheel, several 
of the jury who were experts declaring, 
after examination of the pieces, that 
there had been no flaws. The verdict 
of the jury was as follows:

“ We, the jury empanelled to inquire 
into the cause of the death of Peter 
Grice, find that the deceased came by 
his death by the wrecking of the fly
wheel of a steam sawing machine, caused 
in tire first place by the slipping off of 
the governor belt, which was too stiff 
and unwieldy for the purpose, and after
wards, in order to check the increased 
velocity of the engine, the deceased made 
a brake of a short piece of cordwood, 
which slipped between the rim of the 
fly-wheel and the frame of the wagon, 
which, acting as a wedge, broke the fly
wheel, part of which went through his 
body.
“We consider that such machines, if 

permitted on the streets, ought to be 
under inspection, and that the men em
ployed to run them ought to pass an 
examination as to their competency.”

The jury consisted of Messrs. D. Cart- 
mel, J. Orr, John Meston, L. Hafer, W. 
Jones, H. Townsend and Peter Hansen.
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1 IHON. MR. MARTIN TALKS.
$15 and $12, 
Juneau, $20 Ihard and weAdmits That the New Government Has 

No Working Majority—The 
Yukon Grievances.

Referring to the passage through the 
Manitoba capital on his way East of 
Attorney-General Martin, the Winnipeg 
Telegram, in an interview says:

In speaking of the chargea made 
against the late government, he said 
that there had undoubtedly been a large 
number of unnecessary officials, and 
that the new government proposed intro
ducing sweeping reforms. Economical 
measures would be introduced and a very 
large annual reduction in the expendi
ture would undoubtedly be made. 
Though admitting that the new govern
ment had no working majority, Mr. 
Marlin said that he had no fear of the 
outcome of another appeal to the electors.

Speaking of the Klondike, he said that 
British Columbia had» reaped a goodly 
profit from the boom, and that business 
in general in consequence had received 
an appreciable impetus.

Of the alleged corrupt practices on the 
part of government officials, Mr. Martin 
spoke as follows:

“ Though the returning miners may 
not be telling the truth, yet it has been 
noticed that if this is the case, there has 
been a strange nnanimity in the lies they 
have b*n telling. Not only Americana, 
bnt Canadians and Englishmen have 
entered most vigorous protests against 
the prevailing condition of affairs, and 
there does not appear to be much doubt 
that something is seriously wrong. The 
fact that the most bitter protests come 
from British subjects is significant, and 
it is very difficult to believe that bribery 
and corruption of officials has not been 
rampant An investigation into the 
charges made should at once be held, 
and it found guilty the officials implicat
ed should be most, severely dealt with."

Chinese cheap labor was becoming a 
serions problem in British Columbia, and 
the attorney-general stated that vigorous 
measures would be taken to stem the 
tide of this undesirable immigration. 
Mrs. Martin, who was with the -attor
ney-general, will probably remain in On
tario during the winter months, as the 
humid atmosphere of British Columbia 
does not agree with her at all.

Hon. Joseph Martin will be away for 
about two weeks, and may stay off in 
Winnipeg on his return journey about 
10 days hence.
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Icompany
of their Alaska schedule, they have prac
tically decided to reverse their decision 
to have their northern steamers give 
Victoria the go-by. Mr. J. F. Trow
bridge, the Pnget Sound superintendent 
of the company, was here last week, 
looking over the situation, and came to 
the conclusion that the prospects for 
business from Victoria are too good to 
allow the company to pass by. On Sun
day the City of Topeka called here on 
her way south, and last night the AI-Ki 
called on her way north to pick of 
freight and passengers.
FEARS FOB LUMBER SHIPPING- 

The San Francisco Call which came to 
hand Sunday reports the presence off" 
the California coast of a considerable 
quantity of floating lumber, qnlte new, 
from which the fear is expressed that 
the well known bark Melrose has come 
to grief on her way from Saanich Ann 
to Santa Rosalia with props. The Mel
rose has now been ont about 90 days, 
her agents are as yet not at all alarmed1 
concerning her. One point which leads 
to the supposition that the float lumber 
has cofhe from some other craft, is that 
the Melrose carried only a very few1 
thousand feet in addition to her props. 
There is another vessel from the Island 
of Vancouver and for the same port 
which it might just as likely be—th» 
Mary Tuft.

1

MISERY ON THE TRAIL X
Mr. Browne states la his first A man’s health is the rope by which 

he climbs to success. If he can keep 
his health, he will go on to success. Yet 
his health is the very thing he neglects 
more than anything else. It is easier 
to keep health than to regain it When 
a man feels himself running down, when 
he realizes a loss of vitality and energy, 
he must call a halt The strands of 
his rope are parting rapidly. Dr. 
Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery has 
helped thousands of men in just this 

It makes health, it makes 
pure, rich blood, it forces out impurities 
and kills germs. It doesn’t make any 
difference what name you call your 
trouble by—dyspepsia, kidney disease, 
rheumatism, consumption, skin disease— 
the “Golden Medical Discovery will cure 
it absolutely. None of these diseases 

retain hold on the body when it is 
full of rich, pure blood. Send 31 one- 
cent stamps to cover cost of mailing only, 
and receive free a copy of Dr. Pierce’s 
Medical Adviser. Address, World’s 
Dispensary Medical Association, Buf
falo, N. Y.

FIFTY YEARS A PHYSICIAN.

Travellers Overland From Edmon
ton to Klondike In Really 

Desperate Position.

We fancy

Unable to Get Through or Get 
Back Before Winter Closes 

Them In.
The DOMINION NEW3 NOTES.

Commissioner Herehmer Very Ill—An 
Ottawa Teacher Disappears—Mr.

Martin’s Trip.

When Oommisisoner Herehmer, of the 
Northwest Mounted Police, arrived at 
Regina from Kootenay it was found he 
had caught typhoid fever and he is lying 
in a very weak state at hi» residence 
at the barracks. Mrs. Herehmer, who 
was on a visit to her daughter at Fort 
Steele has been sent for.

The Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire
men at Toronto yesterday elected the 
grand board of trustees as follows: A. 
S. Hawley, New York; Fred Keeler, 
Houston, Texas; Frank McManamy, 
Grand Rapids, Mich.

The Ontario election petition against 
Mr. McLaughlin, Conservative member 
for Stormont, came up at Osgoods hall 
yesterday and was dismissed, no evi
dence being offered as the case had been 
“sawn off."

Hon. Joseph Martin reached Montreal 
yesterday and will proceed to Quebec^ 
The Attorney-General of British Co
lumbia said he had some special mat
ters to attend to" and would only be in 
Quebec a couple of days.

General Lord Seymour, commander of 
the British forces in North America, ar
rived at Montreal yesterday en route for 
the Pacific Coast, where he goes to in
spect the new land defences. Gen. Sey
mour had not been in Montreal for 37 
years, but was brigade major here in 
1861.

James Wallace, teacher of mathemat
ics in the Ottawa Collegiate Institute, 
has disappeared and cannot be found. 
He was recently married.

A Useful Folder.—The Pacific Coast 
steamship company has just issued a new 
folder, which, besides containing the 
company’s time tables, indudes several 
splendid maps. There is one map of 
the coast from Victoria to Ban Diego, 
showing ail the points and cities for 
some distance inland. Then there is a 
map, on a smaller scale, showing the 
coast from Behring sea to Metico; one 
of the British ; Columbia and Southern 
Alaska coast, including Vancouver and 
other islands, and smaller maps of the 
Gulf of Georgia, Puget Sound, San Fran
cisco bay, Los Angeles and other places.

condition.

Provincial Government Take Action 
With Respect to Hardships 

on Ashcroft Trail. but
can

Again yesterday the members of the 
provincial executive had under consid
eration the question of sending relief to 
the men stranded on the Ashcroft trail 
to the Klondike, and they decided to send 
word to the government agent at Tele
graph creek to render such assistance as 
he considers necessary, and to the man
ager of the Hudson’s Bay company’s 
rtore at Hazelton to supply any men in 
need with provisions. Hon. Mr. Cotton, 
in an interview, stated that the govern
ment had been informed by officials, just 
down from Glenora, that the reports 

Men who have been

IR HARDY.
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ire Thing Legis- 
Poll Gon- SENGERS’ TESTIMONIAL.

Hr.l and Mrs. E. B. Wilkinson, D. 
beon, G. I*. Anderson, D. Stevens,
. Sowerby and others of the pass

era on the last trip til the ill-starred 
witz, have sent to Captain Steele- 

a letter under date of yesterday, in 
which they say: “We, the undersigned, 
who were passengers on the steamer 
Boseowitz at the time of her wreck, de
sire to publish through the medium of the 
press our appreciation of the thought
fulness and prompt action displayed by 
Ihe officers and crew at the time of the 
disaster, and we especially consider that, 
the action of Captain Steele was highly 
commendable, as -the coolness shown an* 
the prompt measures taken by him had 
the effect of restoring confidence , and- 
calming the fears of the most timid. 
Our thanks and appreciation are also due 
and tendered te the storekeeper and Mrs. 
Pearse, and to Mr. and Mrs. Halden, the - 
missionary teachers at Kltkatla, all of ' 
whom wère exceedingly kind, the 
thought of which will ever remain as • 
pleasant memory In the minds of those 
to whom in the hour of misfortune their 
kindness was extended.”

The Nippon Yusha Kaieha line of 
steamships, which has just received the z 
contract for carrying United States 1 
mails to the Orient from the Sound, will ' 
not receive mail from Victoria directly 
but indirectly. Victoria mail is regularly 
sent over to Tacoma to be forwarded 
from there on the Northern Pacific vee- 
sei» and now that the J 
have a mail contract 
the same regulation will apply 
The Kinchin Maru, of this line, left Es
quimau dock on Sunday.

ADr. Charles L. DeMartigny, of Mont
real, has hem a physician for the past 
50 years. He has seen much suffering 
in that time, and has done much to alle
viate it, Thie is his opinion of Abbey’s 
Effervescent Salt: “I have given Ab
bey’s Effervescent Salt a very thorough 
trial among the inmates of the House of 
the Sisters of Providence, where I am 
resident physician.

“ I have found it particularly useful in 
cases of Flatulency, Headache and 
Chronic Constipation, and am using it 
now in a case of Rheumatism. I have 
tested Abbey’s Effervescent Salt in a 
great number of cases, and have always 
found the results perfectly satisfactory.

“ I have no hesitation in recommending 
Abbey’s Effervescent Salt as a thorough
ly reliable preparation. I may add that 
I use Abbey’s Effervescent Salt myself 
every day, and have found It more bene
ficial in my own case than any similar 
thing I have ever tried.”

Further comment Is superfluous. The 
proprietors of Abbey’s Effervescent Salt 
claim that its daily use will keep you in 
good health. Your druggist will supply 
you at 60 cents a large bottle. Trial 
size, 25 cents.

SALOONS MUST CLOSE.

Such Is the Opinion of the Local Gov
ernment Respecting the Plebis

cite Day.
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The saloon-keepers of British Columbia 
must be governed on Thursday next, 
when the voting on the prohibition plebis
cite is to be taken, by the regulations 
governing on days of Dominion elections. 
This means that they must close for the 
24 hours from midnight on Wednesday 
until midnight on Thursday. Such is 
the opinion of the provincial government, 
elicited at a recent meeting of the cab
inet. the members being of opinion that 
the. Dominion election act applies to the 
conduct of all proceedings in submitting 
the question. This is the view taken also 
by Hon. R. W. Scott, secretary of state.

Some of the licensing authontiea of 
Ontario, on the other hand, hold that 
the saloons can remain open, as the Do
minion elections act does not apply to 
the taking of the plebiscite. Thus in 
British Columbia, the province that is 
said to be most strongly opposed to pro
hibition, the prohibitiQnists. by ^'Tmg
the Dominion governmentto ^mit the 
question to the voters, 
cured one liquorless «..y y,e
tario, the temperance stronghold, the 
thirsty may perhaps be allowed to drink 
at wul. • ____

cer- were exaggerated.
the route, however, say that it isover

quite possible for such a condition .to 
exist, there being immense stretches of 
marsh land, over which loaded animals 
could not travel, and where nti feed is 
to be obtained.

While the appeals for the despatch qf 
relief for the deluded prospectors reported 
to be starving on the trails from Ash
croft and Edmonton are mjet with the ans-««■■I
of official Information falls to give any 
Intimation of so serious a condition of 
affairs, evidence accumulates from other 
sources that a terrible condition of affairs 
has existed for months. For Instance, Mr. 
J. C. Frawley, a gentleman now at the 
Dominion hotel, who has Juèt returned 
from Casslar. states his own personal ex
perience. Mr. Frawley, It seems, with 
several companions, penetrated to Me- 
Dame creek, an affluent of Dease river, to 
a point at éû degrees latitude and 130 de
grees longitude. The party found little 
to Justify their search In that country, 
and turned their steps homeward. Upon 
reaching Sylvester’s Landing, on the Deese 
river, they found three men with thirteen 
horses busily engaged In cutting hay and 
storing It for the winter, they having

A SILVER SEAM.

A Highly Mineralized Ledge Found In 
One of East Kootenay’s 

Mountains.

On the brow of another of East Koot
enay’s mountains rich quartz has been 
struck, great chunks of which can now 
be seen in Victoria. The bearer of 
them to town is Mr. James T. Fraser, 
who is very sanguine as to East Koot
enay outshining West Kootenay as a 
field for mining. It does not produce 
any gold to speak of, he says, bnt silver 
and copper are to be found in great

Jm Rey, chief of the Cberokeee, is on 
Me way to his Indian Territory home from 
Havana, where before the war be owned 
a large sugar plantation.
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Back From Hop-picking.—Some forty- 

four British Columbia Indians returned 
yesterday from the season’s hop-picking 
in the Washington fields. Pickers were 
scarce this season and good wages ruled, 
the growers being occaslorfed consider
able loss atnd inconvenience through an 
epidemic of measles among the red peo
ple, no fewer than seven natives from 
this province dying.
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