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is her name? She is a very beautiful 
girl."

Harman stifled a sigh.
"Rebecca South, my lady. We call 

her Becca. Yea, my lady, she ia not 
bad-looking,” and she sighed again.

“That ia scarcely giving her her 
due," said Norah, with a smile. “Does 
ehe live here—at the Court?"

“No, my lady. Becca lives with her 
grandfather in the village, but she 
comes to see me—with the house
keeper’s permission—my lady. She’s
an orphan, my lady, and I----- " she
hesitated, “I look after her as much 
as I can,” and an expression of anxiety 
and disquietude crossed her face.

"Poor girl! No father nor mother!
I hope she comes to see you often, 
Harman," said Norah, cordially. “You 
must be proud of haying so pretty a 
niece.”

“Proud? Oh, yes, miss; but----- ”
Harman paused a moment, then went 
on as if explaining the pause. “Becca's 
a good girl as girls go, my lady, but 
inclined to be flighty and light
headed. If people wlould only not be 
sc ready to tell her to her face that 
she’s well favored It would be better 
tor her!”

Norah smiled.
"It must be difficult not to be vain 

with such hair and eyes,” she said, 
with such perfect unconsciousness of 
her own loveliness that Harman start
ed and looked at her. “And I suppose 
Becca has a great many admirers and 
is something of a flirt?”

Harman shook her head assenting- 
ly and regretfully.

“That is it, my lady,” she said. “Her 
young head gets turned, I’m afraid. 
And—and there is no one to look after 
her as she should be looked after. My 
father is old and almost' blind, and I 
can't have her with me always.”

"Why not?" said Norah at once. 
“Why shouldn’t she come into the 
house? I’m sure there is room 
enough,” and she glanced with a smile 
along the great place.

Harman colored with pleasure and 
gratitude, then Norah saw her face 
fall.

“Oh, my lady!” she said. “But— 
but Becca doesn’t know anything. ^ind 
Mrs. Parsons—that’s the housekeeper, 
my lady—will not have young girls in 
the Court unless they are properly 
trained.”

“But one can’t be born an accom
plished servant," said Norah, laugh
ing. “One must learn.”

“Yes, my lady," assented Harman, 
“that’s true, and Becca could learn 
anything, she’s so quick; but----- ”

“Well?" said Norah, who saw there 
was still something behind.

“Ah, my lady, you’ll think me un
grateful and Becca a foolish, conceit
ed girl, and I’m afraid she is, for the 
stupid child has got it into her head 
that she’s above a servant’s place, my 
lady. And it’s such a pity, for she’s 
so quick with her needle, and so apt 
at catching up anything in the book 
learning.”

"I don’t think any the worse of her 
for all this," said Norah, gently, “and 
if you think she would be happy, why 
shouldn’t she come and help you with 
my clothes? I’m afraid you will have 
a great deal too much to do, and you 
would like to have her under your 
charge, would you not?"

Harman seemed speechless with 
gratitude for a moment, and some
thing like tears came into her eyes.

“You are very good, my lady,” she 
said, almost inaudibly. “And she will 
be glad to come, I know. And as to

“No, no,” said the earl, evidently 
mollified by such prompt deference ; 
"pray let it stand. Lady Norah is ths 
best judge of the—er—convenances,'' 
- -he said this as if he meant to imply 
that she was the very worst—"and if
she does not objèct----- ” He shrugged
his shoulders slightly, as if the matter 
were really too trivial for elaboration. 
“Permit me to repeat my request that 
you will use any part of Santleigu 
y.ou please for your sketchbook, Mr. 
Burne, and to wish you good-day. 
Come, Norah," and he raised his hat 
with a stately grace.

Norah bestowed a bow and a smile 
upon Cyril, who bent respectfully, ant. 
tilt earl and Norah walked away.

For some minutes the earl was si
lent; then in the softest and suavest 
of voices he said:

“Had you ever met that young man 
before, Ndrah? Pray pardon my curi
osity, and if It is unwelcome to you, 
do not gratify it”

Norah opened her eyes upon him.
“Why should I not tell you, papa?" 

she said. “Oh, no, I never saw him 
before this morning; and,” she smiled,
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The Artist’s Model.
The earl shot a keen glance at 

Norah, who stood listening to the two 
men intently.

“My daughter has rightly interpre
ted my desire, sir," he said in his very 
best manner. “Art holds a passport 
which only the barbarian refuses to 
acknowledge. I beg you will consider 
yourself free to wander anywhere you 
please.”

Cyril Burne bowed his thanks, and 
the earl moved toward the easel.

“May one venture to ask the favor
of a sight of your picture, Mr.----- ’’
He paused.

“Burne, Cyril Burne," said Cyril.
“Ah," murmured the earl, “I do not 

think I have heard the name before; 
but, indeed, I have been so long out of 
touch with the artistic world as to be 
ignorant of its most famous men,"

Cyril Burne laughed shortly.
"I hm one of the least famous, my 

lord,” he said.
“Then your merit still awaits its re

ward, believe me,” retorted the earl, 
raising his eyeglass and examining 
the sketch with the appropriate air of 
critical attention. But as he saw the 
figure of Norah, he turned his glasses 
upon the artist, and then upon Norah 
with a veiled sharpness.

“Is this the first time you have act
ed as a model, Norah?" he asked, 
pointing to the figure with his glass-

this morning. Does he—Guildford, I 
mean—know him?"

“Evidently not," said Norah, “for 
Mr. Berton was warning him off as a 
trespasses, when----- ’’

“Ypu Interposed and gave him per
mission to remain," put in the earl, 
dryly; "and to recompense him per
mitted him to insert you in his

NEW BOOKS!man appears to me to have any quan- 
call it confidence.tity of—we will 

Doubtless he will paint a finished pic
ture from his little sketch, and it will 
be represented in next year’s Academy 
as a portrait of Lady Norah Arrow- 
dale. Perhaps that would not alto
gether displease you, however,” and 
his lips curved slightly and sarcastic
ally.

Norah reddened.
"I am sure he will do nothing of the 

kind,” she said, quietly and confident
ly. “You said, 
gentleman.”

"A gentleman leavened by the ar
tist,” he retorted. “But we can easily 
set the matter at rest. Guildford Ber
ton shall make Inquiries about him, 
and If he finds his credentials satisfac
tory, I will, if you like, call upon him 
and ask him to dinner.”

Norah fought hard to keep down the 
blush that threatened to rise in her 
face.

“I am quite indifferent, papa,” she 
said, “and perhaps he would not 
come."

The earl was again nonplused.
“It is possible,” he said, dryly, “but 

not probable. We will see. Guildford 
shall make inquiries about him. One 
should encourage art"

Norah made no response, and In si
lence they reached the house.

As they were ascending the steps, a 
young girl in a pink dress came from 
a small doorway below the terrace, 
and moved slowly toward the shrub
bery.

She was a slim and graceful girl, a 
brunette, with hair and eyes almost 
black in hue, and Norah stopped and 
lcoked after her.

"What a pretty girl, papa 
claimed, with the prompt admiration 
of one handsome woman for another.

The earl turned and adjusted his 
eyeglasses.

"Indeed! I did not notice. Ah, yes, 
I see. Was she handsome? One of the 
maids, I presume. And yet, I do not 
remember her face.”

"I should so like to know who she 
Is,” said Norah. “She has most beau
tiful eyes and hair.”

The earl raised his brows as if her 
curiosity about an inferior was inex
plicable to him.

"I regret that I cannot inform you,” 
he said; “but here is Harman, your 
maid; perhaps she can do so. Excuse 
roe,” and, with a wave of his hand to
ward Harman, which also served as a 
gesture of adieu to Norah, he entered 
the house.

Harman, who had come out upon the 
terrace, evidently not seeing Norah 
and the earl, stood shading her eyes 
with her hands, and looking after the 
disappearing figure of the young girl.

Norah went up to her.
“Who is that pretty girl, Harman?” 

she asked.
The woman started and dropped a 

confused curtsey.
“It Is my niece, my lady,” she re

plied with an air of apology and em
barrassment.

“Your niece!” said Norah,
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“I comprehend," said the earl; “but 
pardon me If I venture to remark, that 
you must have misapprehended Guild
ford Berton. He is incapable of rude
ness.”

Norah looked at the aristocratic 
face with momentary surprise. Could 
it be possible that the earl, who seem
ed so keen and Incisive an observer, 
should be deceived by Guildford Ber
ton?

“Guildford,” he went on, “is a young 
man of great firmness and tenacity of 
purpose, but he is a model of courtesy 
and forbearance. I fear that the 
young stranger must have been the 
person guilty of incivility.”

A swift denial rose to Norah’s lips, 
tut she suppressed It.

“Indeed,” he resumed, “the young
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Norah smiled, and scarcely blushed. 
“Yes,” she replied, ‘iémd I did It un

consciously now. nil-. Burne was
painting the dog-----”

“And presumed to add another fig
ure,” said Cyril, quickly, “and, with 
your daughter’s permission, retained 
it on the canvas; but if you have the
least objection, my lord----- ” He took
up the brush as he had done before.
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"Very well, then,” said Norah, light

ly, “that Is settled. And, oh, Har
man,” she added as she turned away, 
“yon may tell Mrs. Parsons that”-- 
she blushed—“that I will pay Rebec
ca’s wages. I am quite Hon,” sjie 
laughed. “How much ought I to give 
her? Please tell me the truth, now!’»

“Nothing, my lady," said Hannan. 
"But If anything, very little, Indeed.”

(To be Continued.)
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