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Pillar

I jbreath, of* tlife 'two gins BU the UHy j spêîrr ithcTT j^’.new nefe in the 'North i pouring oil vae kuTiery. 
i room beneath. For one fleeting in-! Sea. Dwellers in inland cities were i Constance leaned forward, with 
j étant his mortal eyes gazed into the amazed and incredulous when the j hands on knees. Her large eyes lco..- 
I unseen. But the call of duty restored newspapers' spoke of its extraordinar* ed into his. 
him. The excessive draught affected violence. A - ruth is harder to swal- [ “This time dad. you are net chocs-1
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(Continued)

the lamp. Its ardor must be checked. 
\Vith a steady hand he readjusted the 
little brass screws. They were so su­
perbly indifferent to all this pande­
monium. Just little brass screws, do­
ing their work, and heeding naught 
beside. Suddenly there came to him 
the triumphant knowledge that the 
k>ure white beam of the light was hew­
ing its path through the savage assail­
ant without as calmly and fearlessly 
as it lit up the ocean wilds on a mid- ' 
summer night of moonlight and soft 
zephyrs.

“Thank God for that?” he murmur­
ed aloud. “How can a man die better 
than at his post?"

The ring of iron beneath caught his 
ears. He turned from the lamp. Con- 

I stance appeared, pale, with shining,

low than ; , all the lime.
Up clattered Enid with the steam

ing beverage: Constance, the lantern- 
bearer, /roviding the r;ar-guard.

"I do boli-.vc it is blowing worse 
than ever/" said Enid, striving desper­
ately to bu uneerverned. In reality, 
the angry wind vos no longer able to 
behend tlvj wave . With a rising tide 
and the gale assisting there would 
seen be a sea worthy of Turner in his 
n oddest î'.ocJ.

“C-Jt! gra /pus. da l/ cried Con- 
L,... x. “Low palv you ;tv. And your other 
forehead is w.t. What have you b:;n | essential 
doing?**

Brand has‘i:y mopped
a handkerchief. j questioning

“During some of the heavy gusts," I knees by

i ing your words, she said.
! “I am sorry you should think that,"

L.
was the re: ly. ‘ * Selected 
phrase with singular care. Nw 
misled by the" a: ; uivut u:: - of a 
spe ak--r. The best impromptu is pre­
pared beforehand.**

"You dear old humbug/" she trip!. 
Now the quitt ctadhr.e^s o; t. u 

scene which :"-)-"ov.xd the reappear-. 
ai:< e of Enid and her.; .«If from their " 
bedroom v»;;.; man:?* to her. Enid,, 
too, was looking from, one to the 

'v ;r £*.i: ing to grasp thb ! 
?.:* : 1- "do rapidly group-1 
s in.:) sr.ji:.-is.-v. Brand i 

parried his daughters* ; 
hey woùid. b.* cn t.ieir 
side forthwith. and he

I ing its detai
-I!

he xplair.ed, “1 wa
ne behavior of the jnerrury pua--| h®,h* “îrl^,lh® Jit stand on the trimming slag?. And -

lixdled to > wished to avoid u::y br^r e::v.:e-i

hind her crept Enid, who had been 
I crying; she strove now to check her

“Is this sort of thing normal.-or a 
special performance arranged for our 
benefit?" said his daughter, with a 
•fine attempt at a smile.

“Oh, dad. I am so frighten,ed," cried 
Enid. “Why does it howl so".*"'

CHAPTER VI.

THE MIDDLE WATCH

danger, to be called on to comfort a 
weeping woman.

The next minute might be their last 
—of that h® was fully conscious. Ev.-n 
before the girls reached his side ho 
felt a curious lifting movement of tho 
whole frame of the lantern. Steel and 
glass alike were yielding to the sus­
tained violence of the wind-pressure. 
.Well were they molded, by men whose; 
conscience need harbor no r-proac t 
of dishonest craftsmanship; they wore 
being tested now almost beyond en­
durance.

Some natures would have found re­
lief in prayer. Gladly would Constance 
and Enid have sunk on their knees 
and besought the Master of the Winds 
to spare them and those at sea. But 
Brand, believing that a catastrophe 
was imminent decided that in order 
to save the girls" lives lie must nei­
ther alarm them nor lose an unneces­
sary instant.

To desert the light—that was im­
possible personally. If given the least 
warning, he would spring towards tho 
iron rail that curved by the side of

zled him. In the barometer it fall, in 
the thermometer it rose. Increasing 
temperature combined with low pres-1 
sure was not a healthy combination in :
January. Looking Lack through the 
records of several years, !:•> dis- ov-,
•ered a similar set of condit’ons ore.
•day iu March. 1891. He was static::' d j 
then on the Northeast coast and lad d '
.to remember any remarkable cin-um- j 
-stances connected with the date, so he 
-consulted th - lighthouse diary for! 
that year. Ah! Here was a possible j 
explanation. The chief-keeper, a 
stranger to Mm, was somethin*; of a 
[meteorologist.

He had written: “At 4.1 G p.m. tho 
barometer stood at 27.1 - decrees, and,
There was a heavy s .. and a No. 7 
gale blowing from the S.-W. About 
■five o'clock ;he wind increased to a 
hurricane and the sea became more 
violent than I hpve s-on it during live 
years’ experience of this station.
Judging solely by the c louds and the 
•flight of birds, 1 should imagine that 
the cyclonic- centre parsed over tho 
Scilly Isles and the Land's End.*'

Then, next day:
“A steady northeast wind stilled the 

sea most effectually. Within twenty- 
four hours of the first signs of the 
hurricane the Channel was practicable 
for small craft. A fisherman reports 
that the coast is strewn with wreck­
age."

Brand mused over the entries for a 
while. With his-night glasses lie 
peered long into the teeth of tlie 
growing storm to see if he could find 
the double hash of the magnificent 
light on tlx Bishop Hock, one of the 
Atlantic breakwaters of tlv> Scilly 
Isles. It was fully thirty-five miles 
distant, but it flung its radiance over 
the waters from a height of 143 feet, 
and the Gulf Rock lamp stood 13») feet 
above high-water mark. A landsman 
would not have distinguished even 
the nearer revolutions of the St. Agin a i 
light, especially in the prevalent j 
gloom, and wisps of spindrift were 
already striking the lantern and blur­
ring tho glass.

Nevertheless, lie caught the quick 
flashes reflected from clouds low. but 
unbroken. As yet. there was a chance 
of the incoming tide bringing U tter 
weather, and he bent again ov r thu 
record of the equinoctial gale- in lShl.
Soon he abandoned this hope. Tho 
growing thunder of the reef as the , 
tide advanced gave the first unmis- 1 
takablc warning of what was to come.
As a mere matter of noise the reef 
roared its loudest at half-tide. Ho 
understood now that a gale had swept 
across the Atlantic in an irregular 
track. Howsoever the winds may 
rage the rides remain steadfast, and 
the great waves now rushing up from 
the west were actually harbingers of 
the fierce blast which had created

Of cours*1, the threatened turmoil 
in no \v.%e disconcerted him. !t 
might be that the rock would remain 
inaccessible during many days. In 
that event the girls would take the 
watch after the lamp was extinguish­
ed and they must learn to endure the 
monotony and discomforts of exis­
tence in a storm-bound lighthouse.
They would be nervous unquestion­
ably—perhaps he had forgotten ho,v 
nervous—but Brand was a philo­
sopher, and at present he was most , 
taken up with wonderment at the 
curious blend of circumstances which 
resulted in their presence on the rock 
that night.

Ha! A tremor shook the great pil- : 
lar. He heard without the frenzied ,
shriek of the first repulsed roller ..1 h.e> warat8°îe;. FelT,ianc'e 11 J}*as 
-which flung itself on the sleek and il1® a8a. ® 81t ®f them il1 tllls 1Ift‘

Three times the stalwart frame-work

micrometer valve required ad-

eyed him narre ly. The mar­
gin *;f suspicion was wider.

"Thore is nothing ci»j wrong?" she 
î ask d.
I H«* approached and kissed lier ear. 
j “Since when did my little girl bs- 
! gin to doubt me?" he said quietly. 

Her eyes tilled. Even the hint of

“Please a*; ml, both of yev,” he 
growl'd, with mock severity. "I an 
going to ! li you something that will 
console you.**

His voice was drowned by some 
part of the Atlantic whirling over the

“This kind of thing does not go cn 
ail the time," he continued. “Other­
wise we should have five hour

1 n reproach from him was intolerable, spasmodic conversation. As soon as 
! For the life of lier she could no longer l*le ’Me rises sufficiently to gain an 
i control the flood of terror which well- uninterrupted run across the reef we 

It says a godfal for Strphcn ed up beyond restraint. , w-ill have at least two hours of com-
Brand's courage that he was able to “Forgive me. dad," she murmured, parative quiet. About four o'clock 
laugh just then, but it is a fine thing “but 1 thought, and I still think, that <here will be a second edition for an 
for a man, in a moment of suprêmes?t we were and are in a i>osition of the hour or so. I suppose that any sug-

utmost peril. I can't help knowing ®e8*i!?a hvd * 
that it is hlgh-wa; r about two o'clock. he scouted," exclaimed Enid,
it is r.ow only a quarter to one. The . ^ ni,-e pair of ^beauties you will be
worst is not over. L)o you think I *n^he morning." IT'.* grumbled artfully, 
cannot read your dear face! Dad! if nt ' ''•1°,''“ c
there is danger, don't send us away

Tears w re streaming down her 
white cheeks. Enid holding the tray 
in speechk ss bewilderment during 
this outburst from her proud and self- 
reliant sister, set it down on the writ­
ing-desk with a crash.

Not even Constance was pro if 
against this n-‘w burthen of woe. Shu 
glanced around.

"You say that." she cried, “knowing 
that the nearest looking-glass is yards

He pointed with his pipe.
"In the second drawer of the desk 

you will find a heliograph It is only a
Oil dear." she wailed. "I don’t want to^L- ^ut justify me." 

any cocoa if we're gug-gug-going to be They ran together, and found the 
drowned." li,tle tir(,ular mirror. The next wave

Certainly if Stephen Brand had itn- passed unheeded. __ Smiling, he w ent 
agined, two minutes earlier, that he “P lo j"e lamp. Even yet there was 
was about to laugh long and loudly, hope they might go to bed when tho 
in a genuine surrender to an uncoil- respite came.
trollable spasm of mirth, he would 
have feared lest his wits were leaving 
him. Yet he laughed now until his 
vision was blurred. And the wonder­
ful relief of it! What a tonic, after 
the ordeal he had endured!

It chanced, just then, that an eman­
cipated wave embraced the granite

After much talk of disordered hair, 
wan cheeks, rings round the eyes, 
cracked lips, and other outrageous de­
fects which a pretty woman mourns 
when divorced from her dressing- 
table, Constance called him

“Here is a queer thing," she said. 
“Have you heard any steamer hoot-

tlie stairs io the service-room, and column, hit the cornice, and deluged in?.L ,. , answered Ilenriimr lin­
in’-.* i-is cb-nme Otherwise he won'd the lantern, its disintegrating mass t AO- ne answered. Lending lie-
go with the lamp There was no other striking the glass with force enough tw®en th® two of them he saw the
go wit nine lamp, inen was no oui r . . ordinary window The Pointer of the auriscope bore due
alternative. 1 he girls must leave him TO »rtaK an> cramar> winnow, i ne southwost thou„h tho last «iron
n, nn.... astounded girls could not refuse the , °1ugn l,ne ,ast siren of

The iauMi with which he greeted evidence of eyes and ears. Here was xxhlch they lla(1 an*’ knowledge sound- 
î -h nn w men i.e greeieu f H Wmmr a hr-iirlit of ed trom tlie opposite direction,

their appearance gave him time to ,hc fran,l‘ «ea leaping -o a height or picked up a little t rum net ro-
one hundred and forty tt r't and more. t. 1 u “me trumpet re*

-j (,uiri,t to svold voit hut I won't" >’et their father was mating the in- S0,nbling the horn of a motor-car. 
i out-at to s< old toil, nut i won i J morrU « • iuk- of manv a 1 use 1,118 ,or lests." he explained,ho cried. -Are you pbr ky enough to ^ent as the merr..... jo*, of man> a hg tjny vibrator ,iulckly brought the

nîcet<nuilà0of ?oroa-"U " No hotter euro for their hysteria r”und h‘= hf°d-
Just think what it cos' him to speak could be contrived. Brand v.as obvi- 11 18 nl|,r<lba i|e In the highest de- 

in tills bantering way. careless of ously not acting. The hearty pulsa-
words, though each additional sylla- tions of laughter had restored his
ble might mean death to all three. ruddy color. Evidently they were 

His request had the exact effect he 1 alarmed about nothing, 
calculated.

arranged their sou westers. When 
he hurried up the stairs he was carry­
ing four rockets. He noted their pre­
parations.

"Don't come out until I have fired 
the alarm signals," he shouted, “and 
tie your dresses tightly around your 
knees.”

They heard the loud hissing of the 
rockets, and the four reports travelled 
dully from the sky Three white star- 
bursts and one' red told the Land's 
End coast-guards that a ship in need 
of help was near the Gulf Hock. Prob­
ably they had already seen the vessel's 
signals. In any event, they would not 
miss the display from the lighthouse.

Walking with difficulty, the girls 
crept out on to the balcony.

Brand had already gone to the wind­
ward side. The first rush of the gale 
made them breathless, yet they perse­
vered and reached him. They w*ere 
greeted by a climber, but their father, 
with a hand on their shoulders, press­
ed them down, and the spray crashed 
against the lantern behind them. He 
knew they would take no harm. When 
the vessel passed, their boots and 
stockings would be soaked. Then he 
could insist that they should go to 
bed.

At first they distinguished nothing 
save a chaotic blend of white and yel­
low* foam, driving over the reef at an 
apparently incredible speed. Over­
head. the black pall of the sky seemed 
to touch the top of the lantern. 
Around, in a vast circle carved out of 
the murky wilderness, the wondrous 
beam of the light fought and conquered 
its unwearied foes. Constance caught 
the three quick flashes of the Seven 
Stones light ship away to the right. 
She fancied she saw a twinkling , 
ahead, but this was the St. Agnes light, | 
and neither girl could make out other ! 
sight or sound until Brand pointed j 
steadily towards one spot in the dark- j

Before they could follow* his indica­
tion they were compelled to duck to , 
avoid another wave. Then, as if it j 
had just popped up out of the sea, i 
they divined a tiny white spark swing­
ing slowly across a considerable area, i 
It was by that means that Brand had , 
estimated the size and nearness of the j 
steamer, and soon they glimpsed the 
red and green side-lights, though ever 
and anon these were hidden by the 
torrents of water sweeping over her 
decks. Of the vessel they could see 
nothing whatever.
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«nvVd. Mtidfng"tliî6 new cavern open­
ed to them, great liquid tongues sprang 
into the darkness and licked out hap­
less victims by the score. Of this ap­
palling incident those In the lighthouse 
knew nothing until long afterwards.

V v 1 ii ih. V...V.UP.-U iivr «„U siimtiiu'u ner , when the sh|i> struck, the electric
big. black hull laboring In the yellow ai;ain on a|1 |nner ll.dKe There ghe dynamos stofix-d and ali her light»

lodged, falling inertly over to star- y,el?f out- l"*1® lighthouse lamp owing

that It should De ao;e to use ner to 
Steadily she rolled along her fearful batter its enemy, the rock.

pa,h- Hü!,1Hr„f,,vCe,nt0^,1mb„1m.thfJ Tl^‘ »he struck, with a sickening 
was no difficulty In estimating tho rrag,, (lla, was ])la|nly audible above 
rapidity of her approach, hold, whose the roar or ,he reef Th|a wag no[ 
eyes were strong an 1 far sighted, fam enouRh. Another rush of foaming wa- 
cled she caught a fitful vlaio.1 of a ,er envctop(.d her and smashed her

gree that any steamer is near enough 
to affect the auriscope," he said. “On 
a night like this they give the coast a 
wide berth."

He quitted them again. The girls.For once. Constance was "Here. Enid,  ̂ parting ^ „oU.7n J'V/'t, “r to do.* mS
through It is only the dochan dorls before ^«'jos^ff any change occurred;

He heard them use the small trumpet 
three times. Then Enid sang cut:

"Oh, do come, dad. It goes back to 
the southw.-st regularly."

He joined in the watch The needle

Enid, more volatile, smiled _____
her tears. So ?t was not quit*1 as bad many another feast 
as they imagined, this gale. Their Feeling somewhat ashamed of them- 
fatlicr could never be so matter-of- selves, though smiling very wistfully,
fact in the face of real peril to all of they obeyed him. He sipped his cocoa __ #______ _______ ______
them. Cocoa! Fancy a man giving with real nonchalance. Another wave was pointing north In obedience toTlie 
his thoughts to cocoa whilst they were turned a somersault o\e.' the lantern, sound waws created iu the room,
expecting the lighthouse to bu hurled Brand's only anxiety x\ as to blow at Suddenly, it swung round nearly halt
into the English Channel. the steaming liquid and cool it suffi- ibe circumference of the dial.

He turned again to manipulate tho ciently. 
brass screws. i Yet was he watching them and ham-

"Now, do not stand there shivering." meritig out the right course to adopt,
he said, “but harden your hearts and He alone understood that, to the no-
go. Vse the oil stove. By the time it vice, the amazing ordeal from which
is ready—"

“Shivering, indeed!"
Constance, of the Viking breed, 

would let him see that he had no 
monoply of the family motto: “Au- 
deo." She, too, couhi dare.

"Down you go, Enid," she cried. 
"He shall have his cocoa, poor man."

He looked over his shoulder and 
caught his daughter glancing at him 
front the well of the stairs.

"Bad night," he shouted cheerfully, 
and he cheated her quick intelligence 
a second time.

They were gone. Perchance it

the lighthouse had successfully 
emerged" was as naught compared 
with the thunderous blows of the 
waves, the astounding reverberations 
of the hollow pillar, the continuous 
deluge of spray strixlng the lantern, 
which the infuriated sea would inflict 
on them.

To urge any further effort to sleep 
was folly. They must remain with 
him and bu comforted.

Being reasonable girls, of fine spirit 
under conditions less benumbing, it 
was better that they should grasp the

"Hush1" he said. They listened in­
tently. bnf tho roar of the wind and 
water was too deafening. They could 
hear naught else. Lo went to the 
southwest point of the glass dome, but 
the lat;t# rn was so blurred with rivu­
lets of water that lie could set.1 nothing 
save a tawny xastness where the light 
fell on the Lying spindrift.

To make sure, 1 •• tested the auri­
scope again, r.nd with th- ran*- result.

"A vessel is approaching from the 
south west." he announced, gravely. 
“Evidently sky is whistling for help. 
I hope sh" will not attempt to ap­
proach too near the reef. 1 must have 
a look out."

He put on an oilskin coat and tied 
the strings of a sou’wester firmly be

Though it was difficult to speak, she 
crept close to Brand and screamed:

"Is she drifting onto the reef?”
“I fear so," he answered.
“Then she will be lost!"
“Yes. Unless they can manage to 

pass to s'uth'ard."
Luckily for poor human nature, 

mental stress and and physical effort 
rarely unite forces. The mere attempt 
to resist the wind, the constant watch­
fulness needed to avoid the ambitious 
seas, though these, strange to say, ap- 
peared to be diminishing in size and 

.volume as tho tide rose, served to dull 
the horror of the threatened tragedy, j

Brand quitted them for an instant to j 
glue his eyes to the lu: : -rn. after xvip- | 
ing a space on the glass: lie must «te ' 
if the lamp needed tending. Satisfied 
by the scrutiny, he stood behind the . 
girls, who had shrunk closely together 
the moment l o rotin 1.

"They are trying hard to steer clear 
of the reef," lie shout 'd. "Twice they 1 
have get her head round, bu* the sea 
is too strong for them. I am afraid 
she is doomed."

Now, they unquestionably saw the , 
great body of th • ship. Her funnels i 
showed most clearly, making shandy 
defined bla k daubs on th ? bvsxina 
desert of fr .th. Yhe‘ whirls
of the masthead !i '.it v.vrv enon-Ji to 
prove how ti.e unfortunate vos-?vi whs 
laboring in what might prow i-> be 
her final ag'.r.y.

And the phy of it! The wind was 
dropping. In another l.our the wva-

And Brand found his voice once 
more, for, as sure as this terrible night 
would have its end. so surely had the 
gallant captain of the steamer refused 
to imperil the lighthouse when all 
hope of saving his ship had vanished.

The tears were in Brand's eyes. His 
arms encircled the two girls.

"There goes a fine ship, commanded 
by a brave man," he '•ried.

,f> its rays being concentred by the 
dioptric lens, helped not at ull to dis­
sipate the dim and ghastly vision be­
neath. but the great frame of the fore 
part of the vessel served as a break­
water to some extent, and temporarily 
withheld the waves from beating 
against the column.

Hence Brand, straining his eyesi 
through the Hying ruck, fancied hej 
could, make out the figure of the cap-

THE LOTTERY

And that was the beginning of the 1 tain as he left the bridge, and, with 
captain's requiem. some of the crew, took shelter behind

the structure of the library and state 
CHAPTER VII. cabins on what remained of the prom­

enade deck. At the same moment the 
frenzied occupants of the library and 

Just as the spin of a coin may mean gangway contrived to burst open the 
loss or gain In some trumpery dispute (,oor ,,!e main companion, 
or game of the hour, in like manner. If they had to die they might as 
apparently, are the graver issues of well die in the open and not boxed up 
life or death determined at times. It in impenetrable darkness. As a mat- 
is not so. we know. Behind the trl- ter of fact, the bolts were forced by a 
viality on which men fasten with man who fired his revolver at them, 
amazement as the governing factor in The sea quickly discovered this new 
events there lies an inscrutable pur- outlet. The next wave, passing 
pose. Yet, to those watching the des- through the saloon, sent tons of water 
truction of the splendid vessel, there pouring through tlie open hatch. One 
was little evidence of other than a good result accrued. The strong can- 
blind fury In the fashion of lier un- vas awning which prolonged the spar

ther tnight mode

rounded wall. Would the girls sleep creaked.

facts accurately. They would be timid. neatb fiisVhin.
of course, just as people are timid Thc sma,j door of the lantern open-
during their fi it attempt to walk r(, to..vardg the nay, so he had no

luiuuKii ‘“e iiv.M icb iiuui». ros- .... ..... . . . , -, 'twlxt rock ail' cataract at the rail* #Hfftr*nliv i-i «roinini* tho pnll-rv Tho
*lbly'iLl awake, they would attribute Th/n hè renTembérèd tîie^wordï *oi °f Maxara. l,u hey would have tontt- Kir|„ v.'an-hvd' hi:,, for,,J his way 
,h„ vihm,ton nf the eninmn in ,hn *1 6 "embered the wo.da o, dence ln ,h8;r Kuldc alld endure the ssalnst lke ivlnd umil he was facing It

purrounding pandemonium.
"Here's to you, Enid. Still we live/'

the vibration of the column to the
Shut' lnHas they'^were. They'could noi j "For thou l,aa' ‘K'cn ,lh8,r-ng'h !°

distinguish soumis. Kverything to *h« a refuge L ,£ «in!" , cried, and drained bla cup.

in the direction of the

them would be a confused hum, with 
an occasional shiver as the granite 
braced its mighty heart to resist the 
enemy.

But what new note was this ln the

a shadow from the h<*at. when the 
blast of the terrible ones is as n 
etorm against the wall.”

The blast of the terrible ones!
outer chaos? An ordinary gale shud- ! What a vivid pen-picture of the awe- 
dered and whistled and chanted its i some forces of nature. How long 
way past the lantern in varying tones, (would this tornado continue? Al-

"I 6up-pup-pose so,” she stammered.
“Better sup up your cocoa," said 

Constance. “Now I am quits with you 
(or this afternoon.'

"1*11 tell you what," went on Brand, 
confidentially. “In that locker you 
will find a couple of stout pilot-coats.

It sang, it piped, it bellowed, it played ready It must have strewed its path Put them on. As I cannot persuade
on giant reeds and crashed with cym- | with havoc at sea and on land. His 
bals. Now—he looked at the clock, j physical senses were elevated to the 
after midnight—there was a sustained ! supernatural. He seemed to acquire 
screech in the voice of the tempest Î abnormal powers of sight and hcar- 
Xvhich he did not remember having I ing. He could see the trees bending 
heard before. At last the explanation before the wrathful wind, hear the 
dawned on him. The hurricane was j crashing tiles and brickwork as houses

you to leave me you must sit down, 
and It Is cold in here. Moreover, for 
the first time in twenty-one years I 
will smoke on duty. 1 have earned a 
little relaxation of the law."

Out of the corner of his eye he saw 
that Constance, if not Enid, had not

there, a few feet away, shut off from I were demolished and people hurled to , mi98ed the subtle hint in his words.
But she was quite normal again. She 
gave no sign; helped her sister into 
the heavy rdbfer, and made herself 
comfortable in turn.

"Neither of you wfll ever regret to- 
; night’s experience—when It is nicely 

cn a ! over," he said. “You are like a couple 
of recruits in their first battle.”

“I am sûre—" began Enid.

■him by mere sheets of glass. The ! death. But there was no ecstasy of 
lighthouse* thrust its tall shaft into i soul, no mental altitude. In quick rv- 
thfa merciless toniaio with grim ! action came the fanciful memory of 
steadfastness, end around its smooth ! the hardy old salt who cheer d his 
contours poured a volume of un-j shipmates during a terrific tale with 
earthly melody which seemed to | the trite remark: 
surge up from the broad base and | “i pity the poor folk m'.:
was flung on into thc darkness by 
the outer sweep of the cornice.

The wind was travelling Seventy, 
eighty, mayhap a hundred miles an 
hour. Not during all his service, nor 
in earlier travels through distant 
lands, had he ever witnessed a storm 
of such fury. He thought he heard 
something crack overhead. Hu looked 
aloft, but all seemed well. Not until 
next day did he discover that the 
wind-vane had been carried away, a 
wrought-Iron shank nearly two Inches 
thick having snapped like a piece of 
worsted at the place where the tem­
pest had found a fault.

He tried to look out into the heart 
of the gale. The air was full of fly­
ing foam, but the sea was beaten flat. 
If the growling monster beneath tried 
to fling a defiant crest at the tornado.

night like this."
What a cu. 'ous Jumble of emotivr. i | 

jostled In his brain. A tit p from the j 
sublime to the ridiculous! Not even ! 
a step. They were inextricably In Ur- j 
woven, the woof and the warn «;f j 
things. He recalled the odd exprès- | 
sion of an officer who hud pas til un­
scathed through the Iaferuj ci tipion j 
Kop.

"I had no sense of fear,” said he, 
"but my teeth began to ac'...”

Brand, a student, even of himself, !

and gazint 
Scilly Isles.

"Perhaps some poor ship Is ln dan­
ger. Connie," whispered Enid. "It 
makes me feel quite selfish. Here 
was I, thinking o; nothing but my own 
peril, yet that little machine there was 
faithfully doing its duty.”

“It was not alone in Its self-aban­
donment. We shall never know, dear­
est, how much father suffered when 
he sent us off with a jest on his lips. 
I am sure he thought the lantern 
would be blown away."

"And he with it! Oh, Connie!"
“Yes. I!-.1 believed, if that awful 

thing took !ace whilst we were be­
low, wo might escape. I can sec it 
all now. I 1 ad the vaguest sort of sus­
picion. but he hoodwinked me."

“Had we known we would not have 
left him,” cried Enid, passionately.

“Yes, we would. Tnink of him, 
sticking to 1i:j post. Was it for us to 
disobey?"

Overcome by their feelings, the> 
stood in silence for a little while. 
Through the thick glass they could 
dimly distinguish Brand’s figure. A

A huge wave, containing several great wave assailed the lantern and 
hundred tons of water, smote the light- kMd screamed loudly.

‘Don’t, dear!” cried Constance, 
shrilly. “Father would not remain 
there if It were dangerous.”

Nevertheless, they both breathed 
more freely when they saw him again, 
an indeterminate shape against the 
luminous gloom.

a , „ . . . .. , . Constance felt that she must speak.
That fellow arrived In the nick rpbe BOund Gf her own voice begat cou- 

jof time—to emphasize my remarits,” j fidence.

house, and cavorted over their heads. 
The house that was founded upon a 
rock fell not, but it shook through all 
Its iron-bound tiers, and the empty 
jcupe danced on their saucers.

Not another word could’Enid utter, 
(She was paralyzed.

UoTwaa o-e ôf curiosity flld Branti Ughtlng bla pipe. "Th!» „ave never reall under8tood dad
.ion «as o-e of curloal y. 1, your baptlsm of Are. if I may atratn UDh| eo.,llght/. she ,a|d. "What an

"If ft has to by, said tla nerxeus a metaphor. But you are far bettor ennobling thing Is a sense of duty. Ho
system, “let it como quickly. Ho eltuated than the aoldier. He get» would have dled here qulle <alrn|y.
felt like a man lying on tho operating scared out of hi» wit. by big gun. Enld , he woald avold thc leaat rlak
table waiting for the chloroform. which are comparatively harmless, out lhere. That would be endanger-

lv mug ex UC..O..V v-.coL »v tuv tv.u»uv, Suddenly, the bright flame of tho and when he has been well pounded lng bia truBt. oh, I am glad we are
the whole mass of water, many tons | lamp lessened. The use that was his *?r' ai> n°ur or so, he advances Quite bere. i bave never lived before this
in weight, was instantly torn from second nature caused him to raise the blithely to meet the almost silent hall hour."
the surtacc and flung into nothingness, wicks and admit more draught. Even or dangerous bullets. So, you see, In Enid stole a wondering glance at her 
Some of these adventurers, forced up I whilst his deft fingers arranged the ! his case, Ignorance is bliss. | BiBter. The girl seemed to be gazing
by the reef, hit the lighthouse with j complex burner, his ear caught a "Are we in bliss?” demanded Con- into depths immeasurable. After- 
greater force than many a cannon-ball ! change in the external din. The stance. ; wards the words came back to her
fired in battles which have made his-1 shriek of the wind dropped to a thun- , “You have been. The lighthouse mind: “That would be endangering 
,tory. Time after time the splendid ! derous growl. This was a gale, not a baB outfaced a hurricane such as has his trust.”
structure winced beneath the blow, j tempest. God be praised, the crisis not visited England before in my life- Brand faced the gale a full five min- 

If Stephen Brand were ever fated1 passed! i time. It is over. The wind has drop-' utes. He returned hastily,
to know fear he was face to face with ! The hurricane had lasted thirty-five ped to a No. 10 gale, and we have not “There is a big steamer heading this 
Hke ugly phantom then. The granite! minutes. A similar tornado sufficed lost even a bit of skin to my know-i way—a liner, 1 fancy,” lie gasped, half 
column would not yield, but it was j to wreck one-half of the City of 8t. I ledge. Now the cannonade is begin-1 choked with spray . "I fear she is dis-
iqulte within the bounds of possibility Louis. This one, as he learnt after- 
that the entire lantern might be car- ; wards, swept around the south of Ire- 
rled a vay, and he with It. land, created a tidal wave which did

He thought, wttb a catching of hie great damage to the Scilly Isles and
the headlands of the south coast vet

ulng. Certainly, we may have the ! abled. She is firing rockets, and 1 
glass brokôn, by a rare accident, but suppose her siren Is going constantly, 
uo worse fate can befall us.* I though 1 cannot hear it."

A heavy thud was followed by a de- ,rai1 t° th-° room beneath,
luge without. They heard the water ! F!u8hed witb this new excitement, the

l trials Canned thelr_ olJskin coatp and

tide would be luvthvoming. hid- 
even then, a powerful steam trawler 
was preparing to fight her way out of 
Penzance harbor, with brave moil ou 
heard ready to take any rLd: to save 
a ship in distress.

But the hour was grudged bv fate. 
They could plainly hear the hoarse 
blasts of the steamer's foghorn, and 
again a rocket spurted its path to the 
clouds. She was barely a mile away, 
and, if anything. In *a worse position 
than before, as tho wind remained 
fixed iu the southwest, and the tide, 
at this stage, curved in towards the 
land ere it began to flow back again 
to the Atlantic.

"Can nothing be tior.e?" screamed 
Constance, rendered half frantic by 
the thought that the steamer would g ) 
to pieces before their eyes.

"Nothing,” was thc answer. “Pray 
for them. They are in the hands of 
God.”

In gruesome distinctness they 
watched the vessel’s approach. The 
siren ceased. Had those on board 
abandoned hope? Pitching and roil 

i ing in a manner that .suggested the 
possibility of foundering in dt p wa­
ter, she came on with fatal ditv Incss. 
Suddenly, a dreadful thought came to 
Brand’s mind. Tho lighthouse stood 
on the easterly and most elevated p >r- 
tion of the reef, whose bearings ran 
southwest by west and north-north­
west. At low-water, sow.* two acres 
of jagged rocks were exposed. On all 
sides the soundings fell to sixteen and 

j eighteen fathoms. What if tais help­
less leviathan, of ten thousand tons or 
more dead weight, were to strike the 
pillar? This was quite pogsibl-’ with 
the tide at Its present level. It all 
depended whether her uowa ..eve 
raised or lowered at thc moment of 
impact. In the one case site would 
smash away many feet of rock, and 
perhaps damage tho foundations of the 

1 lighthouse: in the other, her sharp 
prow would stab into thc vitals of the 
granite, and the huge column might 
collapse In common ruin with its colos­
sal assailant.

i One of the girls, ho never remem­
bered which of them, spoke to him. 
He could not answer. For a second 
time that night he knew what fear 
meant. He watched 
plunging of the vessel with stupefied 
eyes. He saw, as in a dream, that-her 
officers and crew were still making 
desperate efforts to weather the reef. 
But, .with the utter malignity of fate, 
though they might have swung her to 
port, she would not budge a yard to 
starboard, for now both wind and 
waves assailed her most vehemently 
on the starboard quarter.

Then When she w as little more than 
' twice her own length distant, he was 
certain that a dim form on the bridge 
signaled to the chart-house. With a 
miraculous deftness, on the assump- 

I tlon that her wheel was put hard over, 
she fell away from the racing seas. 

| Her red light disappeared; her green 
light curved into full view. Thc next 

; wave Uftart her bodijv, wjth a mad joy

doing.
The hoarse words had scarce left 

Brand’s lips before a third wave, high­
er and more truculent than its prede­
cessors. sprang right over the lost 
ship and smothered her In an ava­
lanche of water. No doubt this mon­
ster swept away some of the officers 
and crew. It was Impossible to bo 
certain of aught save the one thing— 
that the steamer would surely break 
up before their eyes. The wind, now 
blowing in fierce eusts. the sea, ris­
ing each minute, the clouds of spray 
chasing each other in eerie flights 
through space, the grinding, incessant, 
utterly overwhelming noise of the reef, 
made all sights and sounds indefinite, 
nebulous, almost fantastic.

But when the giant billow receded.

deck, was carried away, and the group 
:>f survivors, benumbed with cold and 
wholly overcome by their desperate 
position, could see the entire height of 
the granite column in front crowned 
with its diadem of brilliance. The 
liberated passengers saw it for the 
first time.

Thu sight brought no hope. Betw'oen 
ship and lighthouse was a true mael­
strom of more than sixty feet of water, 
created by the back-wash from the 
stone-work and the shattered hull. 
Even If the passage could be made of 
what avail was it? The iron entrance 
door was fully fifty feet above the 
present level of the sea. It could only 
be approached by way of the rungs of 
iron embedded in the granite, and

leaving the ship like a dark rock in ; 2_ve_Ty "f™1 ov,‘nil” thf comparative 
the midst of innumerable cascades,' ^ *,~
the catastrophe took place which 

j Brand would have foreseen were his 
i thoughts less tumultuous. With the 

support of the sea withdrawn from 
| halt its length the huge hull must 

either slip back into deep wr’-'r <r 
break iu two. The slender s:- ul ; !i r 
or an ocean liner is not constructed to 
resist the law of gravity acting on full 
five thousand tons. So thc solid-look- 

j ing colossus cracked like a carrot, and 
: the after part fell back Into the watery 
: ' liasm, there to be swallowed instant­

ly, amidst a turmoil which happily 
crowned the despairing shrinks of far 
more than half of those on board.

; Constance and Enid screamed bit­
terly in their woe, but again they were 
saved from utter collapse by thu exi- 

1 geRules of the moment. Brand, who 
expected to see the remainder of the 
ship bio . by the inrushing of tho 
sea to the furnaces, dragged them 
forcibly below the level of the protect- 

1 ing balustrade.
Yet nothing of the sort took place.

A vast cloud of steam rushed upwards, 
but it was dissipated by the next 
breath of the gale. This incident told

moderation caused by the obstructing 
wreck, swept at least twenty feet of 
the smooth stone tiers. It Is this very 
fact that prevents rock lighthouses 
from seldom If ever serving as refuges 
for ship-wrecked sailors. The ascend­
ing ladder Is so exposed, the sea 
usually so turbulent under the least 
stress of wind, that no human being 
can retain hand-hold or footing.

Yet. there was one faint chance of 
succor, and It was not a sailor who 
grasped it. The first that Brand knew 
of the desperate venture was the sight 
of a spectral man climbing up the 
shrouds of the fore-mast. On a steam­
er. whose yards are seldom used for 
sails, the practicable rope-ladder 
ceases at the fore. main, or mizzen- 
top. as the case may be. Thencefor­
ward. a sailor must climb with hands 
and feet to the truck, a feat which may 
occasionally be necessary when the 
vessel is In dock; It is hardly ever at­
tempted at sea.

The venturesome individual who 
thus suddenlv made himself the centre 
of observation, carried a line with 
him. Not until he essayed the second 
portion of his perllious ascent did 
Brand realize what the other Intended

the lighthous “keeper much. The ves- j do. xvhleh was nothing less than to 
sol had been disabled so long that her ; rpach the truck, the very top of the 
skilful commander, finding the motive mast, and endeavor to throw a rope to 
power of no further avail, and certain fbe gaiiery.
that his ship must bo driven ashore j And hp mlght 8ucreed, ,00_tha, 
had ordered me fires to be drawn and wal the marvpl of „ The taperln,

spar came very near to them, perhaps 
twelve feet distant, and the wind

the steam to be exhausted from all 
boilers except one. Therefore, her
shaft was broken, reasoned Brand. | wou]d certainly carry the rope across 
Probably thu acoldent had ocrurred , the cnaan „ ,.8refuliy thrown. A few 
during the height of the hurricane, ( atrong and active men might use this 
and her steering gear, of little me ^Hal ferry. Well, better they than 
without the driving foreo of the en- none nraVe fellow; would that tho 
glncs to help, might have been dis | mlgh, heip him!
abled at the same lime. j Higher and nearer swung the eta!-

When thc horror-stricken watchers ! wart youngster, for none but a lithe
the onward looked again at the wreck the forward ' and active boy could climb a pole with

" part had shifted its position. It was j such easy vigor. At last he reached
noxv lying broadside on to the seas, j the truck, and a faintly heard cheer 
and the lofty foremast thrust its i Trom beneath mingled with the hysteri- 
truek to within a few feet of them. | cal delight of Enid and Constance, 

They were spared one ghastly scene when, with legs twined round tho
which must surely have bereft tho , mast* ,ie ^,s arn'?9 Jor an. ,n‘
girls of their senses. The majority Y*ailt ou ,,ie *,at knob of the truck, 
of the first-class passengers had gath 
ered In the saloon. Some clung like 
limpets to the main gangway. A num­
ber, mostly men, crowded together in 
the drawing-room on the promenade 
deck. Farther than this they could 
not go, as the companion hatchways 
had been locked by the officer of tho 
watch, the decks being quite impass- Even 
a,>,e- knov n tc

When the hull yielded, tho apacioua 
saloon was o^nosert to the vicious

l

(To be continued‘

A man doesn't hue to 'lie a de- 
active in order to fini trouble.

It Is 
than it

easier to accept 
is to hold a job.

stocks have been 
i drop too much.

atcr
take

It's almost as bad to 
tVnga as it Is to do them

mean
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