THE ATHENS BEFOKRTER,

Hiﬁdfgarde

How She Decided Be-
tween Two Unruly
Suitors.

By F. A. MITCEEL

5]

The modern traveler steaming up the
river Rhine will pass not far from its
Junction with the Moselle in quick sue-
cession the yuins of three castles, each
perched on an eminence.

There is nothing so inviting to a
dreamer as to picture in its prime
what ‘has belonged to a distant past.
In gazing up at one of these piles of
slone he sees its towers rising above
the battlements, its ensign floating
from the highest point. A drawbridge
is Jowered, and out pour a troop of
armed men.
has been seen in the valley, and these
horsemen are going to extract from
him the wherewithal for their suzerain
to suppert this proud establishment, or
perhaps a company of a diflerent kind
will emerge—

Some merchart traveler |

A glimmering, glittering ecavalecade of
knights and ladies, and every one
In princely sheen arrayed.
On what mission are they bent? Is ;

it merely foxj,exercisg and pleasure, or
do they carry some important message
10 a neighbor or the emperor?
This may now be fancy, but there
was a time when it was not. That
heap of stones was once what the
imagination recalls. Time and again
men at arms rode down upon the luck-
less merchant. As for the knights and
ladies—
® * * They rode and rode, and the steeds
they neighed

And pranced, and the sun on their glossy
hides

Flickered and lightened and glanced and
played -

Like the moon on rippling tides.

These three castles were once occu-
pied, one by Daron Hugemont, anoth-
er by Count Herbert Ballenstein and
the third by Baron Carl Steigler.
Tlugemont was an old man; the other
two were young. Hugemont, having
passed an age where a man is ready
to fight for what cencerns him, was
in an unpleasant position. He pos-
sessed a daughter that each of his two
acighbors wanted to wed. If he gave
her te Ballenstein he feared to offend
Steigler; if he gave her to Steigler he
would incur the enmity of Ballenstein.
And this is the burden of my story.

Hildegarde was kept at school in
Cologne till she was seventeen years
old. Till then she had seen neither
Balienstein nor Steigler, nor had they
seen her. When she had finished her
education her father, in order that she
should make her debut in the social
world of the region in which she lived,
gave for her a hunting party, to which
the neighboring nobles were invited.
One bright morning a company of
knights and ladies were gathered in
the courtyards of the castle, each with
a falcon on the wrist; the draw-
bridge was lowered, and the cavalcade
emerged.

From the moment Count Herbert
and Baron Carl saw Hildegarde each
‘Wwas attracted to her. As the company
rode out from the castle it was led by
her, with one of these young men on
eitber hand. When they rode back
again she was still thus flanked, for
neither would give way to themther.
*'On the face of cach man was na
scowl flashed now and again at his
rival, while betwcen them, like an an-
gel between two devils, rode the smil-
ing maiden.

When her father heard of this rival-
Ty he was sore distressed. He was a
:shrewd old man and foresaw that since
he had the disposition of his daugh-
ter’s hand the burden of a decision
would fall upon him, and him alone.
It would avail nothing for the rivals
to fight each other for Hildegarde, be-
cause the victor could not claim the
prize. The baron that same evening
called her into his cabinet and said:

“My daughter, this rivalry that has
sprung up between Count Herbert Bal-
lenstein and Baron Carl Steigler may
result disastrously for us.- If I give
you to the count the baron, incensed,
will pick a quarrel with me, and I
shall not be able to protect myself
against him. If I give you to the
baron I shall have the same to fear
from the count. I am thinking of solv-
ing the problem by sending you away.”

“Calm your fears, father. If these
youngz men apply to you for my hand
tell them that I alone will decide which:
I will take for a husband: that you
bhave nothing to do with the matter.
I will manage it so that neither will
Wite cause to be. wroth with you or
even with me, and yet I will marry
the one I want.”

“Then you have a preference?”

] hare”

“Is it the baron or the count?”

“To tell you that, dear father, would
not be wise. In fact, you must reveal
to no one that I have already chosen.”

“Very well, my daughter. I sincere-
Iy hope that you may succeed in avert-
ing a catastrophe.”

With that he kissed his davghter and
she returned to her apartments.

“Phe very next morning Count Her-
bert rode into the castle courtyard ands
asked to see the baron. Ile was ad-
mitted to the old man's presence and
made 2 formal application for Hilde-
garde's hand. He was evidently aware
that his rival would make the same
demand and showed a certain jrrita-
tion. He did not say that he would
pot be refused. but his manner con-
veyed that impression. When he was
informed that Hildegarde would

choose for herself in the matter of a
husband he was surprised. for in those
days girls were not consulted as to
whom they would marry. However,
he made a virtue of necessity and ae-
cepted the situation. Indeed, he could
not very well do anything eise.

As be rode over the drawbridge he
met Baron Carl Steigler entering the
castle. Steigler knew the reason for
the count's having been there, and the
count knew the reason of Steigler's
coming. They saluted each other for-
mally as they passed, Ballenstein riding
homeward aud Steigler passing into
the courtyard. The latter made the
same application as the former and
received the same reply. Sice his
suit was left with the lady alone, there
was nothing to do but accept the situa-
tion and leave his fate in.her hands.

Both suitors were informed that ITil-
degarde would need some time in
which to make up her mind, and in the
interval she would treat them hoth as
friends. A message was sent to them
that they would be received on alte}-
nate weeks, and since Baron Herbert
Ballenstein had been the fir:t to. offer
himself he would be received first. He

| called at the castle nearly every day

during the period and offered presents.
But Hildegarde, though she received
him affably, declined to accept gifts
from him or his rival. Steigler was
also received kindly, but neither of
them was given any reason to believe
that he was the favorite suitor.

T'o social gatherings which took place
at the castle both men were invited,
and Hildegarde met them at other af-
fairs given by her neighbors. At these
meetings she was careful to show no
mark of favor to the one that she did
not grant the other. Ier father, whom
she had told she had made choice
between them, watched her often
when she was with one or both of the
rivals in order to discover which she
would choose, but he was not able to
detect the slightest difference.

Meanwhile the suitors, being held in
suspense, were growing impatient,
each averring that the condition was

i becoming uncndurable and if the lady

did not soon come to a decision he
would vent his wrath on his rival. To
this she responded that if they killed
cach other she would be relieved of
the necessity of making a choice. This
quieted them for a time, but not for
long.

When Hildegarde was ready to give
the advantage to the one or the other
she informed them that they were
equally attractive, equally wealthy,
both noble, and it would be impossible
for any maiden to choose between
them; the matter must be left to
chance. If they would agree to abide
by fortune's decision instead of her
own she would provide the means.
They must pledge themselves to hold
only fate accountable for the result
and take no revenge upon any one.

Had not the suitors been worn out
with waiting they could not have been
brought to accept this method of de-
cision. As it was, one of them gave
in, which compelled the other to do
the same. They were summoned to
the castle on the same day and hour,
where they found Hildegarde in an
apartment in the center of which was
a table, and on it stood two candle-
sticks. A servant brought in a candle
mold and some melted tallow. Pour-

ing the tallow into the mold, he permit- ,

ted it to cool, then removed two can-
dles, which he handed to his mistress.

“You see,” she said to her suitors,
“that these candles, having been made
in the same mold, are exactly the same
size. They should burn an equal
length of time. Nevertheless there will
be some difference, if only a few sec-
onds.”

She directed the servant to turn his
back to her and handed him one of the
candles, and he was to give it to either
the baron or the count, as he liked.
He handed it to the count. The other
candle remained for the baron. Each
man was asked to place his candle in
one of the holders. Then Hildegarde
put the wicks together and lighted them
at the same time Ly the same flame.

“Gentlemen,” she said, “my reply to
the honor you have done me is in these
candles. I will marry him whose can-
dle burns the longer.”

Every provision had apparently been
made to leave the decision in the hands
of fate. It did not seem possible that
either suitor could be favored above
the other. The candles were of such
length that they would burn about an
hour. While they were burning the
suitors were in an agony of suspense.
They were free to go from the room
and return to it at will. The baron
walked back and forth most of the
time in the courtyard, the count doing
the same elsewhere. To them the life
of the candles secmed interminable,
but they burned so evenly that no eye
could detect any difference. When
only a querter of an inch remained to
each Baron Steizier's candle scemed to
indicate that combustion was a
trifle less than Count DBallenstein’s.

From this point the difference grew
more and more perceptible, and when
Ballenstein's candle was tflaring in the
socket the wick of Steigler's was still
in its original position. Both men were
now bending over the candles, Ballen-
stein’s face white as marble. Present-
Iy, without waitinz for his candle’s last
flicker, he rushed from the room and,
mounting his horse. left the castle.

Then the baron advanced, took Ililde-
garde in his arms, and. looking up, she
gave him the first expression of love
1he had ever seen in her eyves.

its

\ When her father congratulated her
he said to her: “It is fortunate, my
child, that, though you left the de-

cision to chance, you are to marry the
man of your choice. That is evident.”
“Tush, papa! It is now safe to tell
you another secret. Will you keep it?"
“Qf ceurse.”
“1 put salt on the wick of Carl's can-
dle. That wade it burn more slowly.”

ATHENS HIGH
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Form III Sr,

Normal Entrance

R. Kendrick 100, E. Mackie 86, I.
Gorman 84, L. Whitmore 82, L. Gam-
ble 78, C. Fleming 77, M. Wilson 76,
F. Rahmer 76, O. Jackson 75, L Ear!
73, C. Lillie 73, L. Dixie 72, A. Keyes
71, R. Stea 69, J. Donnelley 68, A.
Pureell 67, M. Singleton 7, D. Jobn-
sten 66, B. Hollingsworth 65, C. Row-
some 63, L. Burchell 64, B. Carty 63,
F Moore 62,M Rahmer 62, T Craig 61
E. Hollingsworth 58, M. Reid 57, C.
Beach 56, V. Whitmore 54, K. Smith
51, H. Johnston 50, F. Wilis 48, L.
Derbyshire 44, C. Pennock not ranked,
Junior Matricala ion
R Kendrick 88, C. Lillie 76, L. Gor-
man 74, L. Whitwmore 72, L. Gamble
63, . Ralimer 67, O. Jackson 66, L
Eurl 65, M. Wilson 65, J. Donnelly
63, C. Fleming 62, C. Rowsome 60, L.
Burchell, 60, B. H. Hollingsworth 358,
F. Mcore 57, D. Johnston 56, H. -!ohn-
son 48, L Derbyshire 41,

1IT Junior

M. Gibson 94, M. Poole 82, Leonard
Howard 82, L. Pyne 81, V. Baker 77,
; A. Swayne 76, R. Halladay 75, A.
{ Johnston 71, M. B.own 9, J. Clax-
i ton 67, A. Flewing 67, G. Vickery
165, G. Wiltse 65, V. Eaton 65, P.
| Halladay 63, M. Halladay 63, N.
| Young 62, E. Landon 62. Laura How-
vd 63, H. Percival G0, M. Murphy
, G. Drummond 56, H. Brown 51,
9. Guttridge 48, V. Hauna 47, V.
Jarrington 44,

Form II A

Hauzel Yates 71, Geraldine Kelly 68
) Charlotte Miller 62, Arthur Taber 59,
Leota Danby 57, Jennie York 57,

. EESE -

Maggie McAvoy 55, Austin Putnam
53, Mary Alguire 51, Eilla Russel 51,
William Flemming 50, Hugh Flem-
ing, 48, Marghuerita Fleming 41,
Travers Rooney 44, Raymond Row-
some 44, Georgie Robinson 42, Aure-
lia Converty 36, Jackson Kilborne 85,
Edna Henderson 35, Donald Hamblin
31.
Form 1IB

H Brown 90, P Davis, &4, T Owens
IT‘J. B Sieacy 78, E Leeder 72, Mar-
jorie Hollingsworth 71, R Burchell
68, T Young (8, 8. Singleton 66, E
Flood 66, G Harvte 65, M Pryce 65,
M Taber 65, H R hwer 64, M Godkin
63, E Peterson, 60, A Beale 56, M
Hull 55, A KLichards 55, M Wilson
55, A i'erguson 51, A Love 50, R
Hamblen 49, D Layng 43, W Young
42, W Steacy A Price 39, May Hol-
lingsworth 39.

Form I

Myrtle Cross 86, Loreen Phelps 81,
Beryl Davis 78, Douglas Kendrick 78,
Beryl Newsome 77, Geraldine Perci-
val 77, Nina Mulvena 76, Wilfred
Slack 72, Mary Conlon 72, Mildred
Seymour 71, Cecil Earl 70. Veronica
Leeder €8, Maria Alguire 67, James
Hefferhun 67, Annie Gray 66, Hope
Swayne (6, Hubert Craig 66, Jennie
Moore 65, Clarence Tavior 65, Garfield
Claxton G4, Carmen Howe 64, Roy
Wiltse 63, Thelma Purvis 6S, Louisa
Pattemore 67, Gladys Barker 61,
Hubert Beale 60, Edirh Acheson 65,
Jessie Topping (5, Gordon Gibson 64,
Harold Eaton 55, Habert Topping 60,
Arthur Seymour 66, Jack Wright 58,
Albert Scott 62, Mauford Flood 61,
Hattie Moore 55, Tela DeWolte 53,
Francis Flood 51, Awmy Spence 46,
Cecil Flood 42, Laurence Stafford
15, Trevor Hollingsworth 42,

The Butter Stations

Plans for a system of producing and
marketing butter by grades at an in-
itial cost ot 375,000, are indicated by
the Ontario Government in the Supple-
mentary Estimates fabled in the House
Thursday. 1t is said the scheme to be
pwt-into opération in . Ontario wiil be
similat to that adopted by Western

Canada. A certain gradiug station,

probably with cold-storage facilities,
will be established and operated by the
Department of Agriculture, and cream-
erics will send samples of each day’s
churn to to this station. The depart-
ment’'s experts will test the butter and
indicate the grade of the output for the
day. The station will help to pay ex-
penses by storing butter when prices
are low and selling on avise  Grading
| will not be compulsory from the com-
1 mencement, but ay the proposal has
: been endorsed by the Produce Associu-
| tions it is thought the creameries will

|
| be ready to co-operate.

It is poicted
out that graded butter will command
better prices than that which does not
Lear the Government imprint,
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-DR. H. R, BRIGHT

PHYSICIAN, SURGEON, ACCOUCHEUR
Pyl
17 to 8.30 p:m.
ATHENS
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OFFICE HOURS :

DR. C. M. B. CORNELL.

Cor. Pine and Garden Streets
BROCKVILLK
PHYSIC AN SURGEON & ACCOUCHEUR

DR. T. F. ROBERTEON

COR. VICTORIA AVE BR
AND PINE ST. O%I.(‘\{ILLE

EYE, EAR, THRGAT ARD NOSE.
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COLD WEATHER

Is Comfortabie Weather to Men who are
well elothed.

The question of good clothing never worries our patrons.
If you do not buy your clothes from us, we ask you to
call and talk the matter over. Every courtesy will be
extended. We call the attention of clergymen to our
special facilities for tailoring clerical clothes.

M. J. KEHOE, BROCKVILLE

J. A. McBROOM

Physician and Surgeon
X-Rays and Electricity employea in treatment

of cancev and “chironic diseases
CourT HOUSE SQUARE

BROCRVILLE
SR
DR. A. E. GRANT.
VETERINARY SURGEON AND
DENTIST.
RESIDENCE:
R. J. Campo's.
Bell and Rural Phones.

OFFICE:
Cor. Main and
Henry Sts,

H. W. IMERSON
AUCTIONEER
Licensed to sell by Auction in Leeds County
Avply for cpen dates and terms
HARLEM, ONTARIO

p—

J. W. RUSSELL
AUCTIONEER
Reasonable terms. Years of successful; ex
verience,
DELTA, ONTARIO

REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

At Once for ATHENS
and District for
“CANADA'S GREATEST

NURSERIES”
Spring list of Hardv Cinadian Fruit
and  ornamental Stock, including

McIntcsh Red Apple, St. Regis Ever-

B
- Clothes Made-to-Order |

Our Spring Samples are now on display and
It's none too early to leave your measure for
your Easter Suit,

Our samples are the very newest: our cut-
ters are artists, and our tailors are exnerts,

Withal, we ask only moderate prices, and we
back every garment we make, with a strong
guarantee of perfect satisiaction.

Try our tatloring, sir: you will be el

Ppleased.

GLOBE CLOTHING HOUSE

The Store of Quality
B‘!BOCKVILLE

bearing Raspberry, and many other

leaders.

New illustrated Catalogue sent on

application,
Start now at best selling time. Lib-

eral Proposition.
STONE & WELLINGTON
The Fonthill Nutseries
(Established 1887)
Toronto, Ontario

©

Furniture

When intending Purchasing any
kind of Wurniture visit our store be-

fore doing so.

A Good Selection to Choose From

Undertaking
IN ALL ITS BRANCHES
PROMPTLY ATTENDED T

GEO.E. JUDSON

ATHENS, ONT.

o

Bell Phone 11. Rural Phone

-

Spring
Clothing

Every day we are receiving our exclusive Spring
Clothing from Canada’s first makers,

Our showing in both ready-to-wear and made to your
individual measure 1s the largest and most exclusive
we have ever yet had the pleasure of putting before
the public,

Hundreds of new patterns to choose from.

We would suggest an early selection.

Made to your individual measure $22. 50 up.
Ready-to-wear $12,50 up. ‘

The Robt. Craig Co. Ltd.

Brockville, Ont.

TO INVESTORS

A e K AT g b

IN SUMS

THOSE WHO, FROM TIME TO TIME, HAVE
FUNDS REQUIRING INVESTMENT

DOMINION OF CANADA DEBENTURE STOCK

Principal repayable 1st October, 1919,

Interest payable half-yearly, 1st April and 1st October by
cheque (free of exchange at any chartered Bank in Canada) at
the rate of five per cent per annum from the date of purchase.

Holders of this stock will have the privilege of surrendering
at par and accrued interest, as the equivalent of cash, in pay-
ment of any allotment made under any future war loan issue in
Canada other than an issue of Treashry Bills or other like short
date security.

Procceds of this stock are for war purposes only.

A commission of one:quarter of one per cent will be allowed
fo rccognized bond and stock brokers on allotments made in
respeet of applications for this stock which bear their stamp.

~ Tor anplication forms apply to the Deputy Minister of
Finance, Ottawa.

DEPARTMENT CF FINANCE, OTTAWA
OCTOBER 7th, 1916.

MAY PURCHASE AT PAR

oF $500, OR ANY MULTIPLE THEREOF




