ss with a clatte: on"the marbdle.
i table.

pd gracious!” she exciaimea
less’ measured accents, an4 then
d struck Into staring, stertorous
e, her ey nd, her mouth wide
i. my dear?”

in

at—what—w
» ‘oused by her
petic pause as muect s by
tion. He was the i
h: sigkt

her ex
n wh

looking quite the

2 " (the word@ was Ilike
pbing finger) exclaimed his spouse
rmg speech at last —

does she

“that girg
remind you Ot’
18} I never-saw such g

_:l.\u thu Irescey :

(Y

pf all the other occupants vl (ne
e, though in a less gemuns:

bn, by the entre SESSENNE

ing her ﬁ:‘d
, siim figure agai

C \sh) l])"h Lhe \ i
st( »ur y denied it, were sec y;r] \u\f,(‘
le grdhﬁe-d to be seen taik 15 [ &)
1an of'a werl 1 whien tiey o
aspire to enter. Daih.
too fulkof one :ub,wc! to
upon it for long. and pres
or two on one of Lhes
ken identity, which
And then, and which
tracting general atientiog
gave an opening.
me hold that no two people are a%-
ly alike, but really we. have j-
is very spot a remarkable
e contrary, - Really, my wife. Mis
lethwaite,” Ashe bowed. ad |
had quite a shock—really a shsck
likeness is so surpns ng.’
dear Henry, the likeness is obss-
said Mrs. Thistlethwaite with a
pf steamhammer welght and force
h rendered dissent or qeéxtification
sible.
eerj° One }“ﬂ'xrc of thése things,
Iy 'l)xlar-r whe?’
roving vag.iely
the terrac y
rhaps you ecannot see hor fron
B you are sitting, but thar fall
lady with the—er——-
he hair is red, Henry.”
ps, my dear, precisely—with tho rul
standing there beside the parapet
8, what about her?’ said Ashe
jous of a quickened pulse
pu’ll hardly credit it. but shes
ingly like—""
bsolutely, Henry.”
ps, my dear, absolutely like a girl
e case has deeply distressed us.”
it werem’t for the difference
B makes, | would say she Iz the
* said Mrs. Thistlethwaite, who
now got her eyeglass again inio

v wife and 1 take a deep intercst—
pd my wife has quite devoted her-
to a charitable institution in our
hborhood for girls. She has been

a mother to them. Indeed,
ks to my wife, it oecupies quite a
e pOS]luﬂ now; you would be
rised, sir, at the number of depu-
ns con.ing to inquire into 1'3
agement.”
can quite belleve i1," saigd Ashe
ely, with a glance which was in
f a compliment toward tl=* lady,
sat like a Buddha receiving how-
“and this special case?”

h, a very sad one!”
very bad one, Henry.”
es, my dear, very bad indeed. You
the u}n\ is to take friendless and
ss children, . who would
is e brought up with the
aint of the workhguse on
train them in a plain, healthy
, and give them a fair start and
prospect of an honest livelihood.”
Thistlethwaite might have been
ling from an annual repori.
nd this girl you were speaking
put in Ashe again.

‘n,(}r-thv\aue now took up the
bble, “Prided herself on what
ald have been her shame—her ex-
brdinary appearance with that un-
unate hair, her speech, hér man-
many little ’things which sug-
:d that in a disreputable way she

ably connected with a good
y. Again and again 1 strove to
yer, as Henry will bear mea

did everything, my dear,

shoul 1 try to fit herselt
1 went on the la 1\
K r companions

y giris, and ={1‘:‘.c

which could

own as ‘The
“histlethwalte.

t girls for call-

. I told her it was but the

3 t of her pride and vanity

7, but nething would cure h.—r
¥y notlon that she was su

!xc others She was very

& I admit, but

a vainglorious

tr 9bukﬁ- the

r‘

SPECULATORS BENEFIT
AT SETTLERS COST

R. S. Lake Sbows How the Admlnbtntlon of the
Timber Lands of the West Are ﬂanipuhted
to Benefit Speculators at the Expense
of the Settlers 3

Mr. R. S. Lake (Qu’Appelle). Mr.
peaker, the lumber - supply of t.he‘
prairie provinces of the Northwest to
ch I draw . the attention of me}
‘wme this evening, is a matter of
importance to the people of |

ose provinces. In the immiense area‘

i treeless country constituting a
large portion of the territories, lum- |
ber may be said _to be one of the

necessities of existence. After his'

\,d practically the first thing whxch

aces the new settler in that country1
is the question ol obtaining lumber |
»\hc*unth to buildd his house and |

farm buildings. Its importance has
been recognised by various long and
animated discussions in this House,
and even at the Jast session we hadI
a Xnng and searching inguiry into the |
whether a combine existed

ection with the lumber indus- |

y of the Northwest. Anything that |

is to raise the price of lumber \s|

rious menace to the future settle- |
ment of the prairie provinces. For |
these reasons as well as others I
propose to ask that an inguiry should |
be held into the whole question of ]
the alienation of the timber areas of
these provinces, such alienation be-
ing a matter that ¥ believe will add
most seriously te the price which the
settlers of that country will have to
pay for that commodity. It is popu-
larly supposed that the Northwest
provinces are composed mainly of
open prairies. There is a mlstaken
idea of that kind among the settlers
of those provinces themselves. As a
matter ol fact the whole ol the nor-I
thern pomtions of the prairie provin-
ces from Lake Winnipeg to the Rock-
jes, contain great stretches of tim-
ber capable of supplying the people
of, the prairies for many years to
come. This timber lies chiefly 2mong
the many lakes which we find distri-
buted through the northern part of
the country and also along the riv-
ers. We find magnificent lumber es-
pecially near the sources of those ri-
vers which take their origin on the
eastern slope of the Rocky mountains
Mr. Stewart,, who was superintendent
of forestry until quite recently, a
gentleman who from his high posi-
tion is competent to speak with au-
thority upon th matter, at -the for-
estry convention held at Ottawa inm
1903, said :

“It is generally thought that the
Northwest is all prairie—not general-
ly thought by those who know—but
the gemeral public has no idea of the
enormous area of the timber in ‘ the
west,- extending along the foothills of
the Rocky mountains, and away to
the north, and to the north of this:
province as well. Manitoba is con-
sidered a prairie . country,. but over
naM of it is ‘wooded. I do not say
thaf it is ‘woodéd the same as the.
Ottawa valley; but west of Lake
Winnipegosis, between there and the
boundary, there is larger spruce than
1 ever saw anywhere else except
British Columbia.” :

I myself have seen photographs
showing a stretch of one and a half
miles in extent covered with close
spruce averaging forty-five feet to the
log, and fifteen inches to the stem
by actual measurement.

Perhaps the reason why the séttlers
in the prairie country have not up to
the present time realised the immense
extent of the timber resources which
exist in their province has been the
difficulty of commupioation between

| Northwest developed for
lpurposc of furnishing the people ol

gmernment so that ‘those resources
may be used in the interests of ‘the
settlers themselves.

I am not-dealing with the questaon
ol coal at present. The government,
iin the case of the prairie provinces,
should not look on the timber re-
sources of these provinces as a.sourcq
of revenne, but these timber resour-
'ces should be so administered as to
supply the people of that country
with the cheapest ' possible lumber.
This was the view taken by both the
{ Mackenzie and Maodonald govern-
| ments. Their administration aimed
‘at having the timber resources. of the
the very

the prairie provinces With cheap
lumber. In the carrying out of that
policy they granted vast areas to
parties applying for timber limits,
{but under such comditions as regards
the eperating of mills and producing
Jumber and paying rent, which prac-
tically made it necessary for anyone
taking up these limits to manufacture
lumkpr on them without delay. These
conditions, together with the tranms-
portation difficulties, choked off all
but a very few of those who applied
for those limits, so that out of 2
total of 699 licenses granted be-

tween 1880 and 1906, 615 were allow-
"ed to lapse and were cancelled, ow-

mg to the failure of -the lessees to
'conform to the obligations imposed
on them. No doubt during the course
'of debate.likely 1o be had on my
amendmcnti we shall have the usual
list of lcenses which havé been is-
sued by the late government; but let

'me say that whether we consider the
lpohcy of the Mackenzie and the Mac-

donald administrations as likely or

l"Ot likely to bring ahout 4 supply of

cheap lumber to the settlers, if the
Conservativé party should be return-
led to power, such lands and timber

as still remain in the posses-
gon of the governiment will be hand-
ed to the people of those prov nces
to use them for the benefit of the
people of the provinces themselves.
Let me point out to hon. gentlemen
who may use the argument that we
bave been accustomed to, that five-
sixths of the timbers lands which aré
now alienated have -been alienated.
since the present administration came
into power in 1896. ¢In recent years
great changes have come over the sit-
uation owing {o the railway develop-
ment which has teken place, nd
great changes may be expected in "the
future owing to the additional rail-
ways for the building of which pre-
vision has been made, so that we
may expect a great future for the
lumber industries of the provinces of
_Alprta and Saskatchewan. With
careful and provident - “mitrstmﬂm
the advantage of oheap limber should
have been very close:to the people of
those provinces but what do we find?
This government came into power

only and that nothing should }ie done:
for the speculator.
the case with our grazing areas, ir-
rigable areas and mineral resources,
'so it has been withgpur timber areds
From the returns brought down " we
find that, not only timber areas
which are at presemt. capable of be-
ing worked, but those which are.re-
mote from settlement, and lor which
there has been mno - public demand
whatever and which will have value

the northern and southern portions
of those provinces. In_the early-year
the railways ran almost entirely
eastward and westward and it be-
came necessary for ‘the settlers to
obtain their lumber supplies chiefly
from Ontario and British Columbia.

ounly as settlement and tramsporta-
tion Tacilities extend, are in the com
trol of persons who are holding them
jor -purely - speculative purposes. Not
only this, ‘but "these areas have been
acyfired -for next to nothing, and
are being hawked about for sale at

This had a most serious influence on
the price as the - freight rates were
extremely high. 1 have actually |
known cases were the ireight rates
actually * doubled ‘the price of the
lumber. The extension of railway fa-!
cilities which has taken place in the |

| very large prices by those into whose
Ihands the government has allowed
| them to fall. Well, ail the fortunes
| which will assuredly be inade by these
| lucky holders must ultinrately come|
{out of the pockets of the people of:
those western provinces. Of that

with the definite promise that ﬂuy ‘thes
would keep the land for the settler}te

But, as has been

after a time I(

pks bu re h.’ , as the »y :
fitting rw for her station. | did ai
ould for Isobel’ ;5

immediate past is now rendering in-|there can bhe no doubt whatever.
tercommunication between the north- ‘.Smce the year 1898 the government

was her name then?"

she.
es, it had been given by her
ther—a  poor unfortunate, 1 fear,
ed in the workhouse from
scued the child. She had
e, of course, but ‘all our

born wi ll sand rann
1 thought "Would be a
o any mistress, but chiefly be-
I wanted to have her under my
1 eye, I kept her in the home long
he ust :m time, but with ver ;v
“aifficu as she Iimportune”
e to get away; but the dire
m glad to say, ih()“ ed 2 prop
and rec -i(n ed that my
ould have some welgh(_

»uld have been strange, Indeed
hey done otherwise,” murmure:l
ethwaite, but his sSpouse,
4 uur(h d, rolled on her
288 of interruption. Asghe
to interrunt her. It was
, that ,SX secured so
- He lay back in his
ntly to himself as he
pse of a slim, dainty
ight head beyond the
1lder of the intervening

ose Miss Stormont were

what would follow? Th;oqluogs‘
s a piquant one. But Isobel,
standing for a while rapt in the
wonder _of the scene, sauntered
to !hc farther end of the terrace
4 ht. Ashe was relleved rather
wi;e kI’ ﬂéere was to be any

enouema e shoul prnfnr tok
“‘H.s own hand gg - s

‘,uNAmF-u NEXT %- -

ern and southern portions of the pro- | has been .making changescin . the regu-

vinces very much more easy, there-
fore the price to the southern settler
should be very much lower jn the
near future than it has been =n the
past; The shorter haul and - the
greater competition among the north-
ern lumbermen, will bring down the
pricé to the prairie settlers.

The value of the timber afeas is
more or less a -question of accessthil-
ity. When we have railway facilities
and means of transportation there
will be an unlimited market for the
timber of the northern section and,
given a short haml and efiective com-
petitfon, we should get low prices—
and we should get them in the very
near future. What will the settlers
of ‘those prairie provinces say when
they learn that practically all thé
timber accessible for many years to
come has passed from government
control into the hands of private par-
ties for a mere song. Yet, sir, this
is actually the case. I bhave ahnys
held that the public domain of any
province, of right belongs to the peo-
ple of that province. 1 will go fur-
ther and say that inthe case of lum-
ber and coal. especially as regards
the prairie provinces, it is of vital
importance to keep the control and
pdministration in _the hands of the

‘lauom which govern the tinfber
areas  of the Northwest, and those
changes have been made such as;te
fesult in an enormous demand for
timber limits. This is due {0 the Jact
that the facilities for holding timber
Kmits and making profit out of them
have beén greatly increased since the
present govemmant has come into of-
fice. Let me give you an " idea of the
procedure which is at the predent
time being carried out in the grani-
ing of timber limits, as given by the
Minister of the Interior (Mr. Oliver)
himself on the 17th of May 1906. In
answer to «* question put to Hm
from this side, he made use of -the
following language :

‘“The. person who desires to atquire
a tlmbel‘ berth notifies the depart-
ment and describes it. The applica-
tion is comsidered in the department.
and, if it does not conflict with some
other berth and some other inferest,
and is approved ‘of, mnotice is given
by advertisement in what is supposed

printed slips contsainmg the samein-
formation as” in the advertisement
are distributed as widely as may: be
to persons interested in tendering for
timber limits. 'l‘he advertisements

to be the neavest, newspaper, and|

weeka hatore the tenders are opmd million feet per-squase mile. I h‘vii
Is it not sixty days, asked Mr. In- | estimates of the -amount of timber
gram, and the Minister replied : ‘1 to be found on amﬂadwﬂni-
“It may run for sixty days and| ts, taken at random, and on ome.of
may be as long as six weeks, but I |these limits an estimate is given of
think it is never less than six weeks.[3,200,000 lineal feet . per square mile;
But in many ol the advertisements!in fact 24 wiles have ah'eady mn.
the thme given is considerably less'cut on this limit which have yielded
than six weeks. At this point, ,the | this result.  Another gives 2400“
Minister ol the Interior (Mr. Oliver) feet per :quate mile; another 31190
was asked what procedure was ad-|000 feet, and so on. This- timber has
opted in the opening-of tenders. He a value on the stump of probably $2
said the commissioner of Dominion|per thousand, and I .am informed
lands opened them. Mr. Ingram ask-|that the Hudson's Bay Company
ed if he opened them- alone, and the [have a fixed price of $2.50 per thou-
minister replied : ~| sand- feet from -which they never di-
“He may be alone or he may be in|viate in the sales of - ‘their timber
company, but heeis the official who |lapds which they themselves own. Of:
opens the tenders, and the person of-|course they do not charge any stum-
fering the highest tender is ewarded| page fee while the government char-
the limit.” ges 50 cents. -Accessible limits where
Naturally atfention was calied to|the logs can be easily floated to the
the fact that there had been com-|mill and ‘the product shipped by tail
plaints of the abuse of this privilege|or boat direct ' to the market, are
given one man of ‘opening alone such{ worth at a fairly low estimate at
tenders, ‘and the Minister of the In-|from” two thousand up 1o five thous-
terior, himself admitted that he had |and dollars - a square -mile. Let us
heard of such complaints, for, in an-|say that $3,000 or $4,000 per mile
swer to a suggestion along these|represents a fair average price . for
lines he said : such limits today in western Mani-
“] have also bheard of coinplaints|toba, Northern Sagkatchewan and
as to abuses of this privilege, but on | Northern Alberta. I  havVe seen a
inquiry T have found that these com- | number of offers ‘of “sale.of limits,
plaints were absolutely groundless}{and some of the prospectuses show
and that the tenders were let to the.|the value which the lucky holders
highest bidder.” ¢ place upon their = limits. when they
Let us for a moment examine this | are offering them for sale. I may say
procedure as stated—by the Minister | without going into detail, 'that the
of the Interior. Some prospector | value placed on them: is from $3,000
sets out to 1ook for a timber limit.|{to $7,000 per square mile.~ The min-
After some difficulties and handships | ister of agriculture recently made a
he finds some little timber around{speech in the province of Quebcaand
some unexplored lake or little known | he made poast that the present ad-
river.valley. Then he applies to the|ministration had sold their timber
department; and if no one has enter-| limits at a very much higher pricé.
ed a claim, an advertisement is is-|than d@id the ' Conservative adminu-q
sued offering forty or fifty miles o tration, afd  he seemed to- rejoice]
be chosen out of a much langer area~— that the government had obtained for
three times the area or possibly ey-|this 6,456 square miles which they
en more. than that—and six weeks al-{had placed in the hands of private]
ter the issuing of the advertisement|parties, a price of $81 ‘per Bqﬂﬂre
a tender, accompanied by a cheque{mile, and this in the face of the fact
for the whole amount, has to be in|that the pnnte owners are offering’
the office. The advertisement, so the|these limits for from saodb to $7,000
Minister of the Interior said, is sent | per square mrile. DR
to a Northwest local paper, whieh| Then I may-say that imﬁte'

which . has  Jargely  resuited
in timber limits falling into the

[ 3. That such areas have in large

remote’ from settlement where the
products could not for some time ‘to
come be made availabfe to the pub-
lic owing to lack of transportation
facilities, a fact which gave them an
entirely speculat;ve value realiseable
only on the future gdevelopment of
the country ‘through the exfension of
railways and settiement. -

4. That the selection was permitt~
ed of small blocks out of much lar-
ger dreas, repdering ‘the unselected
portions of the belt of very little val-
ue to any but the original lessees to
whom they would ultimately fall at
their own price. e

5. That the manner in which tend-
ers were called for prevented any ef-
feptive competition, in as much as
the limits were not properly adver-
tised; that in some cases the time al-
lowed between the publishing of the
advertisement and the opening of the
tenders was too short to allow of
inspection hy others than the origin-
al applicants; that in other instances
tenders were called for at suth sea-
sons of the year - when examimati
of the properties by would-be pur-
chasers was an impossibility—all of
which combined  to prevent effective
competition, so that as a result these
valuable reserves were alienated tor
a tithe of their real Value.

6. That in some instances ttacts
of timber situated =t considerable
distances from each other had to be
included in a single tender, thus rep’
dering still more difficult any mg
competition with those -who possess:
ed. previously aoquired mlormahom
more and more remobe

7. That the ptactlee by which ten-
ders when - Yeceived by the dopart%
ment were: opened J@d ~contraets aw;
arded by a single official in his pri:
vate office, has been ‘highly detrimen:
taltothepw!ieinta'est has creat:
ed distrust among intending - bidders
and has tended to discourage legith

may be published 150 or 200 m.ihs includes those tracts whi ave pas-|
away from the location of the timiser|sed. into" the hands of men: vho bp' :
limit. That advertisement takes. purehued them for actial, use,
some days to travel from Ottawa to|have paid in many
where the local paper is published; it | were fairly well up to™
has to wait until’ the issue of that|But if you consider the avsrage price
paper appears, amd theén should - any- qbich hvebeeﬂgivenbyﬂxose per-
ome chance to see the advertisement|sons who have aoquired the limits for
he may fit out and undertake a jour- | purely speculative putpooes you p"lll
ney of 100 miles or more over a diffi- | find the average sSum per. sgeare mile
cult and trackless country, hint over | falls tar below this figure. ‘I have
a large area described in the ‘adyer- imind a case where a man bought a
tisement, and  possibly he may find th just about wo:rths ago
the timber that has been advertised. lr ﬂuesun‘!ofﬂﬂﬂ snd"wholsﬂow
He can then examine it; - and that mg that berth for tie sum. of
done, he has to gét back in time to|$ Wo*lnsavshehasa)readyrex
make his fender’ and to send the de- fused an offer of $52,000 for it.}
posit to Ottawa belore the temdérs think the ofter ~which was made to’
are opened, In a great number of him was made - a considerable time
cases it is. absolutely a “physical im-|ago. It must always be borne in
‘possibility ‘to do-that.” * Evcu*tnre ind that these enormo@s
the tenders asked for during t&msajn- hich are -to accrue. to . s
mer (the very best time of the year) | holders must conie out ~of" thé set-
it, in- many cases, would-be 2 physi- | tlers in that ‘country, who will; in
cal impossibility for any man to ac-.|consudyence have to pay higher- pt}ceﬂ
complish whit it would be W for their lumber. 1 would estimate
for him to do. But when the s !romwhnthashkenpheeuptoﬁu
are called for, as they irqnaltly :u'e ‘present time that every man who has
in the winter or early’ -spring,. nt is|to purchase lumber in tbat country
practically «xmpossible for any man | will in the near future have to pay
to go over the hmlts Under 'those | $2 to $3 per thousand = more for -it
circumstances, it is° no wonder that|than he would have to pay if this
very few venturetogotntketron- land were kept in the hands of the
ble and_expense of compeung for { government and _properly -administer-
;.1 wish fea.t_edtobeleasedonlytothoseper

!or ‘Let me. la.y it down as a piece otcon
Part- | mon sense that any limit& ot s tu-

s0- | ated conveniently for”” shipmient by
ve' absc railway or water, and whose devel-
lutely no hﬂormmon themscl’v as | opment will- have to wait for a rail-
to what is the value of these 3&. way, will only be purchaséd for spe:.
they are offering for sale, and $hey |culative purposes. Consequently no
place no reserve price upon the mnit person purchasing such a berth will
to be sold. . - 28 pay more ‘than a small proportion of

Now, ‘Sir, with regard to th ptso- the value wihich it w1l eventuaily be|
tice of hnvmg the tenders op womx~ when that region has haen de-
an omwoc the Dominion lam
partent sittivg alone in ‘Ris oioe "After o long fight in this house for
I submit that this is one of ﬂw;iery the prodction of original documents
worst feature of the whole in regard to- ¢ertain of these: ﬂnbet.
which kas prevailed  in the | limits, they were - bronght down a
ment of the interior. It isa
which is utterly , 'ito au pro- ble of the House.

those petsons who arefin thteeusu otiginal domem

tendoring- No timeé should be lost in | Were brought down, and_ it happens
doing away with thls ‘most objection- | curiously enough  that one of these
able feature. It is in the Interests of documents presents .some -extraordin-
the officials ‘themselves ~that _this gz’ features that call fer gemeral re-
should be put a stop to so that they !k There ate certa-m remarkable
may be reljeved of any. suspicion - of | ection
 their conduct. It happems that I have these papers whieh mast be a
some . very slight Imowledge of the to anybody who, makes even- 0::
procedure:; that  takes place in ﬂteopgi ?03 ﬁgowot i
‘ening of &te}a ax;d awarding’ cong{ho - %o go into ﬁefde-
tracts in some ol the greal spend tails this emmg ... There u&‘o;ur
departmonts of the mother country,|Ron. gen‘\;io" i“to " follow whe will
and 1 know that the very greatest|elaborate the -various 1
precautions are taken. ' Tenders .are|which, [ intend to ask, that Hirth
sealed and guarded with ‘mest jeal- | inguiry be maada into the mat&f*
ous care by the officials, and a cer-{these timber dreas; 1 will con
tain number=of officials are always myself for the present with pre &
present when the tenders are opened |ing the reasons for which I in®
and the contracts awarded. Insome |ask for this inquiry, before [
cases the clerks are changed ppnodi— my resohmon ¥ :
cally so that they may‘;:ot
long in the contraqt
liable to the slightest brea
-picion that they could be any. colld-|to” yeary while merchanteble
sion with those who- tender for gov- remains upon the area uwg.a‘} qﬁoz—
ernment contracts. Such an example | mously ‘increased the values of #im-
set to us by the groat Mdo-be:limitsudmm ,ﬁve
partments in England is ope; ;which apphcations for herths for i
we would do well to imxthhp 1ts |pose of holding lor !Mn.lre
adoption here would result v far values. F
greater competition and in ‘better That nevertbelesc the: M
values being recetved by us tox the :
the property of the people. S

Now, let us look at the value of |
‘these tunbet lunits which are beiq
put up-for: e :
formed gx%: here !
‘merchantable quantities it is as &
rule d a very even quahty and i*

 vilue
y. re-

e bid or M wwﬂm

‘mate competition.- |

8. That in ‘case of tenders for ﬁm‘
ber limit No. 1108, ih. which the ori-
ginal. files had been recently -laid by

‘thegdfernmentonﬂnhbleot ‘the

House, the presence of two tenders
in' the same handwtiting for v&del]
different amounts, the figures in the
lﬁgber of the two having apparently
been added after the remainder of

i{ intolerable. Paxhament must inves-|
1 tigate these transactions and secure |

ent in the docnmentuﬂ:emaelves ren-
de; an mvestigationi Mglﬂy desirable
in: the public interests: ;

9: That the returns brought down

1 by the department show so many re

markable coincidences in the matter
of close bidding and under circum:
stuncesas tolealtoﬂ-econehslon

at. the a t of the tendets must

lin some way have leaked out, and

thus led to the undue advantage of
one or other of the persons tender-
ing and that a thorough investiga-
tion is mecessary to set at rest any
suspicion that may have nsen For
these reasons I beg to move in am-,
endment :

That all the words after the word:
‘that’ to the end of the proposed mo-
tion be omitted and the lollowi.ng
substituted therefor :

-In the opinion of this house.a.com-
| mittee of nine members should be
wppointed to investigate, mutam-

 to and consider all matters eoaneetet} :
with or relating to the alienation,

grmﬁng rental, . leasing, or other
dmposal by lease, license or other-
wise, since the first day of -July 1898
of “ghy timber lands or timber berths

tornnngpa.rto!the public lands of |
of rights to the sameor*

Canada, or
to the tunbet thereon, and to repott
upon the matters aforesaid 'to this
House; mth power to send for per-
sons, papers or = records, and to ex-

amine witnesses on oath ot amrn\l- el

tmn

'fho labest uvolstions'
‘cal! for decisive action by m&mt
in defence “of ~the people. - . Should |
pa.r!hmmt because of subserviency
to the ruling men, or because of the

patticipshon of eextuin mntets in}

anmhuveottbcmm :

may well exercise his prerogative and |

put an end to tbemtym\det

which this country is suffering. There

must ‘be in the constitution a de!enoe

- | against roguery. It ‘partiament {fails

| to fivg us that 'de!ence, ‘the high

mxwmmmhmmmw'

t orolthest;tewonldbejushﬁad‘k
. { taking mwmres of a protective u—

hm.
" That the bitnatioa is seﬁous—mogl

150 than it ever was before—nobody

can doubt. Earlier cases of graft, al-

though bad in principal, and appal- :
- | ing by reason of the size, were

| compared toﬂutwithwhehwe‘i
now faced. Inthisanalran »,
3,400 squa

Volved, and the amiount of mo-ey .

The‘

»|ded against ‘the settler, who

ately buys the himber. Thus the )
tuu operation means, first,
treuury is depnved of what be!o’

i

hands of specdutors to the detri-
ment and loss of ‘the consumer, - o

numbers - of cases  been situated far

; (otlues which they do not earn, is |
astounding. Such a manoeuver car-

| favorites of

be | ing the arrival of the settlers.

must pay toll forever to the politi- |
eiau to whom Sir Willrid Laurier
Bas" granted, - for -‘no consideration
worthy. of the name, the property of
the State. The fact that best
timber of the west should have been
distributed among men who are not
l( men,- for a small sum, ‘and

ély that these persoms may get

ried - through in the neighboring coun-
{ry would land somebody in the peni-
tentiary. At the same time the op-
eration has been’ conducted with skill
and under the form. of law., The
first chapter in this gigantic exploi-
tation of the public domain is the
alteration in the timber regulations,
in virtne of which a timber lcense,
instead of being subject to revoca-
tion at the end of any year, becomes
a permanent franchise. This change
in the law was . effected when the
Grand Trunk Pacific scheme was go-
ing through. The moment the rule}
was relaxed the division of the coun-
try began. One batch of politicians
seized timber land at a given point.
Another batch made its conguests
‘elsewhere. Al Wad the luck todraw
prizes. One man got a timber limit
"} for '$500 and he is now offering it for
sale for a half million. Another paid
$7,000, and his acquisition is valued

try $1,800 for his concession. = His
‘haul is worth $150,000. Some of the
fortune have not yet
placed a figure on the limits al-
lotted to them. These .men are wait-
When
the hard working farmer takes up‘the
land in the neighborhood of fhe lim-
its the expected value will l:'e realis-
ed and the Laurier politician will
step off with his half million and
leave to the lumberman and the saw
‘mill owner the task of coltecting it
from . the pioneers. Cruel and dishon-
est is this latest scheme for the en-
richment of the followers of Sir
Wilirid Laurier. It is cruel because
it means the fleecing of poor settlers
whose resources are bound to be in-
sufficient.
places between the settler and his
lumber supply men ‘who make huge
profits . whi
Three of sfhe middlemen _stand ta
make $1, 1-10 700 upon tohtee -

'sions that have been given to them |

for $9,300. The .country received
$9,300. They sell to actpal lum-
bermen for $1,150,000. This thing is |

redress: ‘for the people. It must be
declared that Canada will not per—
mit such rascality -to pass unchal-|

to mt:et!ere the auth-
ority of the crown may be exercxsed
A governor is not supposed to in

dinary affairs of administration. But
he is within- his rights in saving the

Empu'e
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write Fred. Bradishaw, Secretary: Sask-
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OFFICE:

P.O. BOX 93

GEO. STURDY

QONTRAOTOB & BUILDER
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“House Mover and Raiser.
~ All kinds of Moving' doz;o 5
on short notice. Mail or
ders promptly sttended te.

OPPOSITE. ELEVATORS

REGINA. ASSA

J. A. NEILY,

BROAD ST., opposite Waverley Hotel .

at $500,000. A third gave the coun-|

It ds _dishonest because it |

ﬂmy ‘have not earned. |

hvn.v\;a;nMnm

enged and -unpunished: If parliament|
owing to tne strength of the -grafting |
| element, fails

country from a group of men whose f,:
operations are dishonest.—Mail and| ®

“fere in matters of policy or in theol" Y
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LUMSDEN

We are the relnblgulubrl

& in these building commodities.

Sold in sny quantity and

® - delivered on cars at- Luu-
- den.
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in examination and fitting.
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Fdrv Chowt Fﬂnh snd -Cnred
e‘tngxv.maedl
' We sre _headqur&en for the

" Try our Fresh Sausage.

SOUTH RAILWAY ST.
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GENERAL  BLACKSMITHING

All kinds of bluhmithm‘ done
promptly and in & workmanlike manner.

Horse Shoeing a Speciality.




