
Able Criticism ol the New Reid Deal-(coni, from p. 5) There is ho man to-day, so far as I
am aware, connected with the holding
of lands ift ’hiè Humber area to whom 

it is fair to apply the stigma of ‘land
graber. I think the St. George's Com­
pany has $350,000 invested in its 
lands in this area. They are respon­
sible men, men who intended to carry
on an industry. They are .not land
grabbers. The land grabbers were 
allowed to carry on the nefarious 
work under the very eye of a compla­
cent government, and they have car­
ried on that work in the name or 
Newfoundland all over the continent.
And now when their work is done,
when there are no more geese to be 
plucked, their victims the stigmatised 

and insulted. “They are land grab­
bers. Away with them! We are go­
ing to take away their rights and 

give them to a franchise grabber.“ 
That sort of argument ought not to
be used.

I am not in a position at the pred­
ent moment to say exactly how much 

money is invested in that area, but 1
know that it is at least $3,000,000. And
one of the indecencies of this whole
transaction is that we do not know 
how much is. invested there, who are
the men that have invested it, and the
fact that these men have not been 

‘notified of the bill. They ought to 
have been notified and they ought to
have been permitted to come before
this legislature and put up their ar­

gument, put forward any requesLAliey 
may have for their own protection.

It is an inexcusable thing that we
should go on wtih this Bill without 
giving proper notice to these people
and an opportunity to dome here and
protect thems<^ves, if they can. In all 
reason what can you expect if you 
do this? Wherever one of these men
exist, in the United States, and there
are some of them in pretty nearly ev­
ery big city in the United States
and of Canada, the name of this Is­
land will stink, if you allow this
Products Corporation contract to go 
through in its present form—dispos­
sessing these people of their rights
without their permission and with­
out giving them an opportunity to
defend themselves.

There has never been a contract of 
this kind brought before the Legisla­
ture that we have not heard some 
claptrap appeal to Demossome clap­
trap appeal to popular sentiment, 
some attempt to stampede the crowd 
through self-interest ; and that mani­
fested itself in the speech of the Pre­
mier when he talked about the nv.m- 
cr of men who would be employed— 
the great number upon the Labrador 
who would be ablojo maintain them­
selves, and then the hungry thousands 
who are coming back from Boston. 
Toronto, Montreal and Chicago, and 
everywhere else to which they hove 
gone, in order that they might work 
at Bay of Islands. It. is an argument 
that it is always easy to make, and 
I suppose it continues to be effective, 
although it has backed up every bad 
venture that was introduced into this 
country since our memory runs. It
Is am argument which you can make

age to' thisf codntry and there js no 
doubt but that we could have 
applications for this power in 
short time if we held it to

Should come to Bay of Islands, xhûcK
less why a man at Boston, or ^Tor­
onto or Chicago should,, come back 
here.

The rate at Sydney is the rate at
which they can ^hire freign labor. A 
Newfoundlander going from here to­
morrow to Sydney has to compete
with the foreign element coming from
the continent of Europe, and the av­
erage price is all that is paid. That
same foreigner can come to Bay of
Islands and work there, so that the
average price at Bay of Islands will 
be based upon the average price at
Sydney or any other mining locality.
And I say here* now to-day, that with 
fish at the price at which it now is, 

«it is a mistake to the country at large, 
a mistake to the trade of the country,
and a mistake to the fisherman, to 
take him out of the fisheries at the

fdr instance-—arid who have mtineÿ
with which to proceed, will stop im­
mediately—they have probably stop­
ped now, because as long as that
blanket hangs over them for five
years it will be perfectly useless for 
anybody to start anything at all.
Therefore I think that not more than
twelve or eighteen months should be
given the Company in which to raise 
a certain amount of capital in cash, 
and prove that they have it to the
Government, and unless they are able 
to do that within that time, this 
whole agreement should become null
and void without its being necessary
to take any further step, and thus re­
move a wet blanket from the indus­
tries of this country.

Then, Sir, I think that this com­
pany ought be made do what you pro­
vided in this House three years ago'
should be done by the Deer Lake Com 
pony. You stipulated that the Deer 
Lake Co. should put up $250,000 as
security for the compensation of peo­
ple whose property was injured. In
view of the fact that this Company 
is going to be a very much bigger
concern than the Deer Lake Co., and
that many more people will be in­
terfered with and injured, I think it 
would not be unfair that this Com­
pany should be asked to put up $1,-
000,000, as a trust fund in the hands 
of the Government, as security for 
the claims of persons who may be in­
jured by this Corperation. And I am
presently going to move something 
to that effect.

Then, Sir, I do not think that the
arbitration clause has been handled 
properly. You provide that one arbi­
trator should be named by each of the
contesting parties, but you let the De­
partment of Agriculture & Mines 
name the other. Now this Company
is ndcessarily going to have a big in­
fluence, backed up as it is by the 
Reid Newfoundland Co., over any Gov
ernment here, and to a large extent
they will own the Department of 
Mines; and to allow that Department 
to name the umpire in these arbitra­
tions is practically to confiscate the 
property of other people unfairly. 1 
think, therefore, that the third arbi­
trator should be appointed by the Su­
preme Court Judges and not the Gov­
ernment—and not by one Judge of 
the Supreme Court, but by the three 
judges,—so that there will be at least 
a fair deal between the people whose 
property is being taken and the people 
who are taking it.'

There are a whole lot of amend-- 
ments that require to be made along 
the lines of the Harmsworth con­
tract concerning public rights, which 
are not protected at the present time 
by anything which I can find in these
resolutions.

Now, I want to sum up very briefly 
why I object to the resolutions in 
their present form. First, because 
there is not sufficient information be­
fore the Committee as to boundar­
ies to justify it in adopting these re­
solutions. We don’t know where the

many
a very 

ourselves
person to lay before the legislature great principle of British Justice, the
information showing that section One right of property. You are violating
only gives what already is in the ! the sacredness of ownership.
hands of someone else. Personally, 1 there is one thing more than another 
do not believe that it is true. What | upon which the prosperity of the
about the people that had lands at Colonies-has been based, it is upon
the bottom of Deer-Lake who were that principle, that an investment
given powers finder the Act of 1U12, jonce made is a sacred thing. Every 
but which act has since ceased to go British Colony follows the Mother
into effect, because the money that Country in preserving the rights of
was to have been spent has not been the investor. They all go on the prin- 
put up? Under the resolutions now eiple that every dollar spent in a 
before us this company may create British Colony is as safe as if it were
a power and erect dams at the foot in a British Bank. That is the rea-
of the lake. Then what about the son why from all the w6rld over in­
powers of the streams that may or vestments flow into the British col- 
may not flow into Grand Lake. Who onies.
knows the Humber drainage area ac­
curately? Gan anyone in the Depart­
ment of Crown Lands tell me what is
the Humber Drainage area?
we are thirty-six members of Parlia­
ment, asked to vote away great rights 
and powers over at least one-third of
the Island, and I do not believe that

•. there is a single member of the Leg­
islature that knows, any more than
I know, what the Humber drainage 
area is, and what *we are giving away,
wliat the nature of it is and what 
prospects it has. I think I am right 
in saying that this is a serious mat-

t ter, and that it is impossible for us
to compreheiii^ rçhat we are doing do what J like. with it. Ihave a right
without information as to just what to lose it if I/am foolish enough to do 
we are giving away, and where the
powers are extending to, and whom
we are injuring. I say that it is dis­
creditable to this Legislature.

There should be placed before us
the most definite and accurate inform lently dispossessed, that their proper-
atlon as to whether we are not injur- ty may be confiscated, you are guilty
ing others. There is no excuse for of a crime. Because by the violence
our blindly giving away anything with

y/out knowing exactly what it is we are
giving. When the Premier says that 
section One gives nothing more than
the water powers of the Humber, he
errs inexcusably. He is giving, with­
out the slightest justice to those that 
are there, the right of expropriation
which goes with section One. 
gives the poorer to dam the lake and 
streams, the right to divert them, and
make them flow where they never 
flowed before. He gives them the ab­
solute right over all the water pow­
ers of Corner Brook area, and the land.
Humber area, and by another section 
over the Hamilton Inlet, and so far this matter that was inexcusable. The
as the Humber area is concerned, the Premier referred to “land-grabbers,” 
right to destroy the property of other as i! the people in possession of these 
people. In giving them the power of lands justified that name. ‘Specula- 
expropriatton you are violating a (tors,’ Land-grabbers,’ he called th:-m.

The land-grabbers are in this country
and they are the props and supporter»
of the Government. The land-grabbers
grabbed the land and sold it, and the 
Government stood by and allowed
them to go on in face of the advanc­
ing value of lands in this country,
they allowed these lands to be mark­
eted in the wildest and most discred­
itable speculations, and the promot­
ers in this country were men who 
•went into the markets with their 
pockets full of
from Government members.
grabbers are the men who sold' the 

lands, not the men who put tfieir
solid cash into them. On a rough es­
timate there is in the neighborhood
of $3,000,000 invested in cold cash in

instead of giving it away; and
here we are, as I have said, 

ourselved
yetIf

tumbling
away to *

promoter who wont even tell U9
what he intends to do with it—-who 

in a manner which shames

to .give itover

°ur com­
mon sense, tells us that he has 
a cent in the proposition, 
does not know just what he is 
to do, but asks us to give him this 
power in order that he may hawk it
around to see what is in it. if it ig
worth anything to him it js 
something to the country. Why
keep it until we get something for it»

My next objection is that 
ner of preceding in connection 
vested rights will destroy the credit
of the country with investors abroad
that we are violating all British prin­
ciples by not giving fair notice to in­
vestors who, whatever we
and whatever their interests may be,
have at least the right which we claim 
even a German submarine should giVe 
to one of our ships. We are proceed­
ing with all the wanton carelessness 
of rights that the Germans are show­
ing to sinking our vessels without 
tlce, with no opportunity to defend
themselves; and our proceeding
not fail to bring discredit

not
that he

going

recommendations
^The

worth
not

°ur man- 
with

From this Continent and from for­
eign countries money ^will go out
more freely to a British Colony than
to any other part of the world be­
cause they know the British Colonies
follow the Mother Country in their 
regard of this first right. And yet
what are we. doing here- We step
in and destroy every first right in
the areas which we convey, and the 
mere fact that we provide for arbi­
tration, is no justification whatever
You have no right to take my proper­
ty that lies alongside of yours, mere­
ly because you pay me for it. I have
a right to keep it. I have aright to

the Humber area by men who are of present time, where he is a special­
ist, and try to turn him into a day-
laborer on an industry like this. The 
demand for fresh fish as a food will 
Increase, and the price will increase,
I am very glad to say, so that we can
with confidence look into the future, 
and say that our fishermen will never 
be worse paid then they are at the
present moment; and surely I am
merely echoing the sentiment of this 
House when, I repeat what I heard the 
Minister of Fisheries say across the
floor of the House a few days ago,
that the fisherman of this country 
is as well paid as any man of his
kind in any part of the world. There­
fore, I say that if you do create an
industry at Bay of Islands, in Hu­
main it will employ foreign labor, and
in so far as it takes our men away

Here high standing, in the cities of the Un-*
ited States ancl Canada, men of sub­
stance, men of standing, men of in- 
influence. The Vendors realized $300,-
000 from the Company that was to
have operated at Deer Lake, and that
Company has today spent nearly 
$400,000 in cold cash in this country 
upon the strength of the laws of the
colony. Are they land grabbers? The 
land grabbers are in this city, and 
the same land' grabebrs are support-

may think

no-

ean- 
on the

ing the Government in this iniquitous
deal, and helping to take away the
property that they sold. The Penn 
Company, which has a water powei
can be destroyed by this company,
because this company can divert this 
stream, lower the water power and do
as they like. This Penn Company is
composed of reputable men in Phila­
delphia, men of responsibility, and all 
you give them is a one sided arbi­
tration. And it is not at all clear
even then that they can get more
than the value of the water power 
which is being destroyed.

What about the timber lands which
are of no use, only in so far as they 
can be used with a water power

close by? These men are forced by
this resolution to scuttle out of the 
country, and take my words for it, 
when they get out they will curse
the name of this country, that al­
lowed them to be trapped by land-
grabbers into making investments
that* were afterwards stolen from 
them by the Legislature, supported1 
by men who sold them the lands, 
grabbers into making investments 
that were afterwards stolen from 
them by the Legislature, supported 
by men who sold them the lands.

whole colony.
We are granting franchises that ^

will crush out all projected indust­
ries, and we are handing 
west coast of this country and the 
Labrador, as far as Hamilton Inlet
is concerned, to speculators, bound
hand and foot for years to come, I 
object to the scheme of these resol­
utions—not to the industry but to the 
scheme, because it is badly conceived, 
badly framed and without safeguards.
The resolutions in every line bear
proof of the carelessness with which

so. But the bottom of my right is that
I can do as I like with vfhat is my
own.
to these people who were thero before 
this Company, that they must be vio-

over theAnd when you step,in and sa-y

from the fisheries it will do them no 
good; and consequently the most of 
this talk about the men who are to
be employed here is claptrap. So for 
as the talk about employing men on 
the Labrador is concerned, that is ev­
en worse. The Premier spoke of this
as though there were going to be an
industry created at Hamilton Inlet., or 
somewhere else where all the ‘livyers’
along the Labrador could get employ­
ment when they liked. Now, that is 
a pretty extensive coast, and to travel
to wherever this industry may be will
be a pretty difficult undertaking for

The idea

and force of this legislature you are
taking away the rights in property of
others against their will, 
no right to say to a man ‘I want your
property for someone else.’ You are
using the power of the Legislature to 
steal, to steal away the right of a 
màu to do as he likes with his own
property, and let me tell you that 
you will rue the day that this bill 
becomes law’, because once you pass
this contract, you say to the outside 
world in no uncertain tone that it is 
unsafe to invest a dollar in Newfound

You have

the scheme has been worked up. I
object to it because it creates a mon­
opoly of the whole manufacturing 
possibilities of one quarter of the 
country. The whole west coast is 
tied up and handed over to the Reids 
and their associate industries by this 
Bill. All the industries over there 
will be handed over to one concern, 
which I am not now attacking, be­
cause it is the concern which it is, 
but because it is not desirable that 
its monopoly should be greater than
it is. I object to the freedom fromt 
taxation which you are proposing to 
give, first, because it is unfair to the 
competitors who are not also made 
free; second, because it interferes 
with future local development; third 
because it unconstitutional!} interfer­
es with our successors; fourth, be­
cause it is unnecessary to ai)v grow­

ing enterprise; fifth, because it s an 
unfair discrimination in favor of this
enterprise if it is sucrcssfil; and 
sixth, because it is a useless discrim­
ination if it is not successful. The 
men who claim to be establishing a 
great industry are asking to be re­
lieved from burdens which are eom-

He

the people on the Coast.
that a very great number of fisher­
men who are now resident on Labra-

Now I heard some language used in dor are going to work in this indust­
ry on Hamilton Inlet is a very fan­
tastic notion. We understand that If 
a water power is availed of at Hamil­
ton Inlet, a wire is to bring the power 
to the Straits of Belle Isle, and that 
somewhere near the boundary line 
with Canada, one side or the other, 
the real industry is to be started. 
That is not likely to prove much of a 
boon to the people who live in North­
ern Labrador; and therefore the only 
object of talk of this kind can be to 
obscure our intellects to the real 
question which we have before us.

Now, Mr. Chairman, thus far with 
reference to the remarks made by the 
Premier. Now I want for a few mo­
ments to outline some of the reasons 
why I oppose this contract, even in
its present form, and with this I shall

The Only Firm Selling
Special Motor

JMMM—I1^—EM—1^———

Boat Kerosene
Corner Brook or Humber drainage ar
ea extend to, and we ought to know.
Second, as to water power, we don't, 
know. There is the widest possible j ^ v* raymv wwfi

by watering' it twenty rimes. Prom 
one million it has grown to twenty

mon to all. Tlxe promoter says that 
tUvs patttvular toWastty to tov (Ltotoin. support ot a had venture just as

<taay as you. ean Vtx support o£ a ^ooct I be very brief indeed.

to Uto titoV ptosA. XXtoit uxt tot pto-Dhe. AD you bale got id Qo V» id
talk in mimons, employ men in thou- [visions which i wilt gather together

i sands, and rush the thing through— / under the name of the Taxing Claus-

scope and the greatest conceivable 
value at stake., and we know nothing.
Third, as to toe efteot vriueh these re­
solutions will have upon other people
with tested rights we know nothing.
arid we have not sought to know any­

thing. We are carelessly and shame­
fully proceeding with a measure 
which may affect other people with­
out even knowing the names of these 

people or whereabouts of their prop­
erty. Fourth, as to the value of the 
fratuMsos which we are giving away
xve have not even an opinion by a

ea

For : use : of : motor : boats : only■ millions, not by increases <7/ cash
paid by awdegrUreca, but by accum­
ulating the profits they have path 
their shareholders 10 per cent and
Increased their capital twenty limes
over; until to-day the shareholders

in the united States in this lutiustcy, 
he says, who put a million dollars 
into'the concern, are drawing 10 per

es. Including- Customs duties. My ob-to be regretted afterwards. The nuni- ,

tier of promising things that were 
going to be done in this country dur­
ing the past few years is greater than
the number of members in this House, 

and they have failed so badly that it

would tie offensive even to enumer­
ate them. How many men are com­
ing hack here from the cities of Gan • 
a da or the United States to work in

any industry that may be started in 
this country? The most of our people 
who are away are employed as me-
chantes ; I Know a great many of them

in the city of Toronto, where they 
are working as “handy men”—car­
penters, or masons, or something of 
that sort; and every one of them
gets

atile to get in an industry of this sort, 
Probably the same is true of me
neonle In Boston and Chicago and the 

other large Amerlean cities, 
most or them, in any case, nave been 
there long enough to get settled down, 
and they do not desire to return

jection to them has already been out­

lined.
It is that they ought to be limited to

twenty years in every case, for the
Lowest Prices on

120 Kerosene and 150 Royalite Kerosene
Premier Brand Gasolene

reason's which I have already given;

and by and by when we come to deal 
with this, I shall move amendments
in that direction.

Then I object altogether to the 
clauses in connection with expropria­
tion in its present form, because they 
do not appear to me to meet the
needs of the case. 1 shall presently

refer to that at length.
Then there are a number of the ex­

isting clauses which require verbal 
alterations and sharper definition. T 
will bo prepared tv detii with thvev
as we take up the different clauses in 
committee.

cent per year on twenty millions. He

1 saya that a similar industry in Can­
ada Is paying even better than is the
one in the United States and that thiâ 
industry is expected to pay better 
titan either or Cftem. They never ex­
pect to pay more than 10 per cent, be­
cause they will double and treble 
and quadruple their capital, and
keep on paying 10 per cent on the * 
watered ,7tvctt, And tttc man woo
that in public here in St. John’s is 
the promoter of a company which is

We have no re-competent person.

port from any Government Depart­
ment or from the Government Engin­
eer. We are proceeding in the sheer­
est of ignorance. Then, as to the
value of the industry which we are

invited to assist, what do we know
except wnat a promoter has told us—

Importers of
No Carbon Lubricating Oil. Double Eagle Lubricating OiL

Good Luck Lubricating Oil. All grades of Mill OiL
that he would loe 11-more now

one of a race that has become a peat.

GREAT REDUCTIONS IN ALL

Engines and Motor Boat Fittings
100 K.W. SPARK COILS. 12,000 BATTERIES.

100 PROPELLOR3. 50 TOOL KITS.

one of a class that as a rule Is not
believed.
hav,e before ns to-day as to the value 
of this industry is upon the unsup- er* rotvl ot taxation.

make millions out of the natural fê-
sources of this country, the people- of

upon its kaees asking; us toThere are a number of new things i repeat that all that we
The give them freedom for ever from ey-

Wtitle they
which I think ought be included, and 
I would just refer to them to indi­
cate my line of thought. In the first

place I think that a provision ought 
be put into this contract to the effect 
that within a limited time the Gov­
ernment must be satisfied as regards

ported statement of a promoter, who

has not a cent in this matter, and 
wont put a cent into it unless
pléasee him: and upon that statement 
we are giving him franchises of great
YQr2ue in oraor tnat fre

again. tl>t? QQxmtry will Uurç to payr it
which will be imposed upon them to 
keep up the public services couse*

They are not at all likely to come 
back here and go into the class of%

Awork wHîoL. they could get froru a.tx. InduslTV „Qtieut upon tHis- verythe capital subscribed and paid up1000 SPARK PLUGS. BRASS and IRON PIPE FITTINGS may nawK
them around to the investors of a 
continent. As to the Labrador 
scheme, why it is incited on to this 
in the most casual manner, as though 
it were not wortü ten cents. It is a

industry of this kind, because this 
sort of industry will employ probably
only two kinds of labor—the com­
mon laborer, and. he will be the com- company with, I presume,

of laborers, and Ihco, — each of $1OO, not paid up. It

will be a few specialists, trained men, 
who at Che outset will be brought 
from abroad, and afterwards will pro­
bably be young men of our own who

more fantastic, a more absurd, a IttdW 
unbelievable proposition was never
put before a sober minded Legisla­
ture. If they need this freedom from

ey are paupers and might

not to be dealt with by the country

in this Company. At the present mo­
ntent it is what I might call a figment 
of the imagination:

also
It is a paper 

three.New Ferro Kerosene Engines,
GRAY KEROSENE ENGINES, 

Britannia 4 Cycle Engines

taxation tkmon est

has no shareholders. It has no cap­
ital. i do not tunic it is right tor 
th» Government to be dealing with a. 
Company of that sort, and therefore
we ought to provide that witiUsi a

time to tie fixed they shall have a cer­
tain subscribed arid paid-up capital.
That is necessary for this reason. Vou
are providing hero that within two 
years tHey snail “begin" won, anti
that they shall complete within five 
years, and during the whole of that
time you arc tying up these regions

from everybody else; you are stop­
ping development at once; not a tidi-

mere attachment to the Humber area
—a mere endeavor to get a Legisla­ te ail, it" they are going to 3 

great industry, the ought not need it* 
We are rushing on like prodigals,

have—tak-

tlve franchise which can he held on

to and made use of if it is of any val­
ue trad dropped it it is not; and this
Legislature, without consideration of 
any conceivable kind, is running pell-

such as glviBgr awajg eveT^thia^r we

rog the aubstaucc which the Creator 
has given <us and throwing it at uk-

çrow up with the Company,

we have today in the Anglo Newfound
Thereland Development company, 

will be no place for the most of our 
people who are abroad ; and for those

feet of these men.
’ Sir, to content myself with nfffffcft
criticising nas never been my
in this House. I have always deiirad
to tie constructive, and i can aee t*»

industry Wê
help to create in this country, in ^ 
Humber area, to which

mell. tumhlmg; over itself, as it

to give a right over that great water 
power down on the Hamilton inlet 
without even knowing whether these 
men are seriously going on or not.

monthsA. H. Murray a 11 ti \lAcfor who» there ia a plt.ee there will

be no better wages than they are now 
getting in the places where they are.
At present there is no wage seale in
the Bill, and it is not proposed. I un­
derstand, to put one in. The price ot 
labor in Bay of Islands will be pre­
cisely the price of labor in Sydney at
the moat: and there will he no rea­
son whatever why a man at Sydney

basis o£ anWhy, it is only a few ago
since we had another gentleman here, 
a man of high standing, from Mon- l ccwia giveJ OHM’S I believe that there are

torlar will be spent in the Humber reg­
ion by anybody there after we pass >

my support
great natural advantages th^re
&n IttAusiry of tLis kind VvMlIl

treal, representing foreign capitaliatB, 
who had a proposition concerning
that water power wiiidlInis Act- TVte people wko arc tiier1 might ot
might not have been of great advant-The Penn Company at Junction Brook (Continued on page 71 i .

■
/

;yr*7 IS

ï

THE MAIL AND ADVOCATE, ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND, MAY 13, 1915—6.\

-

A-Ys;;,
/A. -- .. *.t-:

L-"'

I
---------- -- -...1=---------- a-* T /

T"-
V'.I I

!
I

m
&

:■

m
i

V
o?

•*
■*

*>
- - 

- -
 ''« if ■ —■-A ' cr-A

-rV
 -T

--
A

sS
aa

JS
&

i-

I- 
, 

’1 A
11

ar
il c

r

7TT"

IL
i

U
H

i
1

4
V
i

O
: S

vV
-

-i.
1


