
HER MAJESTY'S COUNCIL.
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FIFTH SESSION, SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

3d VICTORIA.

Friday, 3d January, 1840.

This being the day appointed for the meeting of the Colonial Legislature-

At half-past One of the Clock, p. m., the Hlouse met--

Prttnt,

The Honorable WILLIAM SALL, Commandant.
Sc "c JAMES SPNMMS. Aitorney-General.
ci "c JAMES CROWDY, Colonial Secretary.
"t "c JAMES M. SPEARMAN, Collector of the Customs.
c c WILLIAM THOMAS.
" "g JOHN B. BLAND.
" "e JOHN SINCLAIR.

At Two of the Clock, p. m., His Excellency the Governor baving arrived at the
Council Climber, and being seated on the Throne, the Honorable the President of the Cotn-
cil comnianded the Gentliman Ushier of the Black Rod to go to the Commons House of As-
senbly, and inforn the Members that it was His Excellency's pleasure that they do forthwith
attend at the Bar of this House; and they being cone thereto, lis Excellency was pleased
to open the Session by a gracious Speech to both ilouses.

The flouse of Assembly having ivithdravn, Hlis Excellency was pleased to retire.

A Copy of His Excellency's Speech having been left with the flouse, it vas read by the
Clerk, and is as Iollows:

M1r. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the C(ouncil;
Ar. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly;

When I closed the late Session in the month of October, it was not rhy intention so soon
to have re-assenbled the Legislature, but the pressing niecessities of the utterly helpless poor
have conpelled nie to resort to this measure; a nd as there are other subjects to be considered,
and experience does not seem to have proved the superior advanttage of our meeting iii the
Stumner, I shall bring under your observation all the public business, both regular and inci-
dental, trustiig that the whole may be completed before the commencement of the Seal
Fishery.

ir. Speaker, and Gentlemen of Me House of Assenly ;

The nost urgent matter for your consideration is the present condition of the siek and
impotent Poor, of Orphans and fdiots, combined with the just claims of those benevolent and
iidustrious individuals who have long vatched over and protected the two last named classes
of sufrerers. Since A pril nothing lias been paid on this account, and I shall place before you
afflicting statements of consequent vant and wretchedness.

I an well aware that in no part of the world shoulid eleemosynary aid be given vith more
caution than iii Newfoundland ; but the infirmities of nature and the misfortuies oceasioiei by
the character of our occupations, are surely entitled to public connisseration and relief.

I have transmitted on all occasions to the respective Legislative Bodies, copies of such
Despatches as regard ny conduct in conjunction with their proceedings.

B

Bouse ui°t'.

Members prosent.

His Excellency the
Covernor arrive. at thé
Council chanber.

The Assembly summon
cd to attend him.

His Excellency's
Speech.


