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THE GUIDES' MAIL-BAG
(Continued from page 41.)

D. W. McCUAIG WRITES OF TRIP
. Ka route from Portage La Prairte to Mexico, 

to the editor of the 0.0.0. :
Dear air,—While oe thle trip to Mexico the thoeght 

eiruck me to write you a short account o( it. which may 
* of laterent to eome ol your readers

I am in company with Peter Cameron, ol Went bourne, 
sad Mr W. J. Bertrand, ol Lon Angelee, Cal. We left 
Winnipeg on the C.P.R. Boo train at S U Monday even 
teg, September Mth, and arrived In Bt. Paul the next 
morning We new nothing ol the country between Winni 
peg end St. Paul, ne It wee night time We lelt Bt. 
Paul on the North-Western train for Omaha. Thle being 
e day train it has a parlor ear which eenren aa an obeer 
ration car. We noticed that there bad been a front 
through this part, travelling through southern Minnesota 
end Iowa to Omaha. Nebraska

They had the front Monday night, the night after we 
had It In Manitoba The corn along this route was 
pretty well plucked and a good deal of the stalks cut 
end stooked We. arrived in Council Blufls across the 
Missouri river from Omaha two hours late and our train 
for Kao see City bad left. But as there were about forty- 
gee passengers for Kansas City they fitted up a special 
ol two coaches and took us to the regular train, which 
had been held for ua seventeen miles out.

We arrived in Kansas City at • am. Wednesday, Sep­
tember Mth. and had to wait for two hours for a train 
on the Rock Island system. Kansas City is about the 
besiest. most hustling place I ever saw. We were in­
formed It was the second largest stock centre in the 
world.

The crowds of people, the immense piles of baggage 
at the Union Station, and the street ears, busses and 
drays simply crowded the streets in all directions But 
la walking through the city we noticed many business 
places vacant, so that Kansas City is suffering from the 
depression passing over the land.

After boarding the Rock Island train we found it a 
complete up-to-date train, lit up by electricity. An ob­
servation car was on for the accommodation of passen­
gers.

After leaving Kansas City corn and vines showed a 
ioech of frost. We passed a number of orchards which 
had a sprinkling of apples. On this train we passed 
through part of Missouri, Kansas. Oaklahoma, New 
Mexico and Arisona. A good part of it is what is termed 
the Great Lone Land, and It is well named, as consider­
able of It is an arid stretch of land partly covered with 
cactus and sage bush. Nearing HI Paso, Texas, some 
•crub is to be seen.

At one point the railway company has to haul the 
water fifty miles after bringing it seventy-five miles to 
the railroad by gravitation. At another point, Alamo- 
gorde. water is brought from the mountains and they 
h*Te » veritable oasis in a desert. Trees, plants and 
gcaaa show a luxuriant growth, and makes a beautiful 
•hot around the station, showing what the land and 
climate could do if it had a supply of water.

*e arrived as El Paso on the evening of October 1st. 
Thla is a city of thirty-five or forty thousand inhabi- 

It is a great railway centre, having six or seven 
ro4d* running in and out, and is surrounded by a great 
nüning region.

The United States Government are building a dam on 
‘h* Rio Grande River directly north of El Paso, costing 
•j^out nine million dollars, to Irrigate about two hundred 

onsand acres of this arid valley, which will not be

completed for six or seven years, but wtU he able to irri­
gate eome of the land la two yearn" time

Arrived In Benson. Arisona. at 1 M this morning and 
will leave for the south at 4.41 p m.

In all our travel, we have not seen anything to eom- 
pare to the Portage Plains The weather no far has been 
very pleasant More later

Yours truly,
D. W McCUAIG ,

Benson. Arisona, October tad. 1PM.
Bn route from Portage la Prairie to Mexico and 

return
Editor of The 0.0.0.

Dear Sir.—My last letter was from Beoaoo, Arisona. 
Prom this point we boarded a train on the Southern 
Pacific railway to Ouaymaa. a city on the Gulf ol Cali­
fornia. We left Benson at t M pm. Oct. tad. and arrived 
in Nogales, a town on the border ol Mexico, half la Max 
iso and half In Arisona. at P.M.

This Is a genuine Mexican town. We stopped here all 
sight. A representative ol the Mexican government went 
through our grips and placed hie stamp of authority on 
them. Leaving here, we travelled south through a nar­
row valley, part of which is irrigated from the river rus­
hing through, and many beautiful orchards with oranges, 
lemons and many other fruit trees loaded with fruit.

We stopped at Car ho for dinner and asked the China­
man at the door the charge. He said one dollar Mex. On 
banding him an American dollar he handed back one dol­
lar in Mexico silver, so that a man's wealth doubles on 
entering Mexico. On asking the reason for this we were 
told that the Mexican dollar bad as much silver In aa 
the American dollar, but the American dollar has a gold 
standard behind It and the Mexican dollar has not.

Passing a town called Hermoeillo, there are a number 
of orange groves, and we were informed that the first 
oranges shipped to the east are shipped from here We 
soon after passed through Terres, a station noted for 
the shipping of ore, mined in the mountains east from 
here, some of them 1(0 miles east. A prominent miner oI 
twenty years" experience informed us that fifty million 
dollars' worth has been shipped from here.

We arrived at Ouaymaa at nine o'clock and had a 
Mexican dinner, and left there on a branch line of the 
same road, to the southeast to Beperanxa. where we left 
the train late Saturday night and rested over Sunday.

Monday morning we, in company with two men from 
California and Mr. Adam, a civil engineer, secured a 
four-mule team and covered democrat, with a Mexican 
driver, and started out to drive over the Yaqnt river 
valley. We drove Monday and Tuesday, returning to our 
starting point Tuesday evening. The valley la level, 
sloping gently to the southwest at an average fall of 
three and a half feet to the mile. The soil is a rich silt 
soil, the deposit of ages, covered in some places by a 
light bush like our willow, and called the meequlte, and 
which is a very hard wood. This valley is to be irrigated 
by a canal taking water out of the river fifty miles up, 
where the head gates are cut in solid rock. A company 
of New York capitalists began work on this canal six­
teen years ago to irrigate this valley, but after building 
the bead gates and digging twenty-five miles of the canal 
their finances ran out and the work was suspended until 
two years ago, when a company of Los Angeles men was 
formed, who are now pushing the work to completion. 
The few farms that are supplied with water now shows 
the productiveness of the soil. Two crops are raised in 
the year and all tropical fruit is growing on these farms.

The valley being so near to the Pacific ocean the ell-


