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 Nothing but Leaves.”

Nothing but lesves! The Spirit grieves
Over a wasteful life—

Sin committed while conscience slept,

Promises made, but never kept,

Nothing but leaves—no garnered sheaves
Oflife’s fair, ripened grain ;
‘Words, idle words, for earnest deeds !
‘We sow our seeds—lo! tares and weeds ;
‘We feap with toil and pain
Nothing but leaves.

Nothing but leaves! Memory weaves
No veil to screen the past ;
As we retrace our weary way.
‘Counting each lost and misspent day,
We find sadly at last
Nothing but. leaves.

And shall we meet the Master so,
Bearing our withered leaves ?
The Saviour looks for perfect fruit ;
‘We stand before Him humbled, mute,
Waiting the word he breathes—
“ Nothing but leaves.”

‘“ Forever with the Lord.”
Soon and forever the breaking of day
Shall chase all the night-clouds of sorrow away;
Soon and forever we'll see as we're seen,
And know the deep meaning of things that have
been;
Where fightings without and conflicts within
Shall weary no more in the warfare with sin;
Where tears and where fears and where desth
4 shall be never,
And Christians with Christ shall be soon and
forever.

Soon and forever the work shall be done,

The warfare accomplished, the victory won ;

Soon and forever the soldier lay down

The-sword for a harp, the eross for a crown.

Then sink not in sorrow, despond not in fear,

A glorious to-morrow is bright'ning and near,

When—blessed reward for each faithful endea-

yor—

Christians with Christ shall be soon and forever.

— Spiritual Songs.

Relative Position of Courage in
the Circle of Christian Graces.
' BY REV. E. E. ADAMS.

Courage is energy of heart ; firmness of soul ;
‘settled purpose ; strong force of will ; intelligent
self-trust in view of danger, opposition; duty, re-
proach and death. It is not bustling, boastful,
noisy ;—but silent, modeat, calm. It sits in the
soul as a divinity, not revealing its presence by
throbs and flashes, like clouds o i
electric fire, but by a steady burning beam as
from the solar glory; not by impulsive, frag-
mentary action, but by constant pressure like the
equable law of gravitation. It lives in the man,
and grows strong by its trial. It acts against
the world’s voice—often against the judgment of
the wise, great and good. It is not a passion,
not a mere impression, but & life. It does not
enter the soul from without, it is born in it.

Courage is the vital pillar about which all the
graces of the heart and life cluster and bloom.
1t gives’harmony to the whole cirele of virtues.
It is generous in its strength and self-relisnce—
it is benevolent, for it belongs to the suffering. It
is humble in its towering exaltation. It is sub-
lime in its bumanities, conciliating where it
might overwheim. Like a broad and lofty cak,
stretching its arms to the air, offering its protec-
tion to the warblers that hide in its leaves, cast-
ing its shadow over the weary laborer, nor de-
spising the daisy and the violet that bloom mo-
destly below,—courage gathers the gentler graces
to itself, gives them its protection, and blends its
majesty with their sweetness.

It has a place in Christian life. Add to your
faith virtue. That is, courage, manliness, intre-
pidity. It will cost much to avow and hold the
Jfaith of the Gospel. . It may cost reproach, la-
bour, suffering, death. You will need courage.
Not a blind foree of will, not ignorant belliger-

- ency—but infelligent self-reliance. Therefore
add knowledge, and that the intelligence may be
unimpeired, that the mind may act snd resolve
healthfully, be moderate in meats and drinks, in
all lawful pleasures ; in the exercise of that in-
trepid purpose which would defend the faith at
all hazards. For indulgence ‘makes the mind
torpid, gives wildnéss to fancy, prevents cualture,
and leaves courage only a blind giant wasting its
energies and destroying the treasures it is set to
defend. And, asin the practice of moderation
you will have to resist and endure, add patience
—the power of suffering, and the willingness to
wuffer. Discipline the soul to resistance. The
appetites will clamor for indulgence. Do not

" yield. Bear the pain of temptation. If moder-

ation fail, knowledge will be invaded, courage

will become a brute power, and the whole Chris-

tian life go to decay. )
To patience add Godliness. Be like God in
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turn increases the intensity of love and the pow-
er of faith and hope. What we have fought for
we love the more. We value most that which
costs most.  Abdiel, standing, amid fallen poten-
tates, in flaming zeal of adoration, hurling his
fiery logic at the great arch-angel :

Unshaken, "".i‘......g..f:‘m"w '
tarning toward heaven, and dooming the towers
of Pandemonium to destruction—is the grandest
conception in Milton's great epic. But an in-
trepid soul like that of Deborsh and Joan of
Arc, snd Madame Roland, and Perpetua the
martyr child, like that of Paul, and John the Bap-
tist, and many snother—hen and now—whose
life was, and is martyrdom—is a creation of God
—above angels !

Heaven's doors are shut against the cowardly.
Among those who sink into “ the lake of fire,”
are the “ fearful,” who resist not evil, who dare
not meet truth, who sfrive not against sin, who
| fear to suffer for the right, who are ashamed of
Christ and Ais words. Perfect love casteth ou
fear. Charity is the aaalysis of heroism.

We need courage to confess our sins; to sur-
render our will to God ; to cast off all dependences
but Ged ; to restrain our hearts and school thems
to true piety. We need to rise into the high
sphere of confidence ; to take hold of our great
King, and be lifted up above the world’s rage
and ruin, and then look down on the world with
prayer and pity.

We must have courage to break from sin,
from old, dead opinions, from a world of dying
philosophies, and false maxims and habits; and
look forth to the glories to come—to what God
has promised —what Christ shall fulfil—te what
the church shall be. To warn the ungodly,.and
persuade them to repent. To take bereft, dying
souls, and lead them to the sure rock—to the
living waters.

We need power with God. This is gained by
courageous faith ; by firm devotion to truth; by
covscientious suffering for law and godliness ;
by cultivating holiness of life. -If in all respects
-we were right in the sight of God we would have
power with men.

We may yet have a larger demand for Chris-
tian firmness. The whole world may soon totter
and labour as in a tempest. Opinions may clash ;
battles rage, commerce fail ; kingdoms and re-

with | publics fall before the throne of the Great King.

8o let it be. It is well to look away from the
transitory and vile; to the permanent and pure.
Oh, for the hope that shall enable us to say—
though * clouds and darkness are round about
bhim, righteousness and judgment are the habita-
tion of his throne.” *“Thy judgments are a
great deep "—like an unfathomed sea—but “ thy
righteousnesses are like the great mountains "—
surrounding the sea, running benmeath it, as a
foundation, so that the anchor of hope cast into
the deep shall sink through the judgments, aad
hold to the mountain base below! * Therefore
we will not fear though the earth be removed.”
We look for a new earth wherein dwelleth right-
eousness !

The Prayer-Meeting.

The Lord has been pleased to heuor the
prayer-meeting as an important means of ad-
vancing the interests of his cause. How many
professors of religion had their hearts warmed
at the meeting for prayer. Many interesting re-
vivale in this city and country, have commenced
at the prayér-meeting. We fear many too often
neglect these meetings. Was the reader present
st the last appointed pray er-meeting within his
reach ? An exchange has the following ques-
tions to be answered by those who neglect this
meeting : let them be read and pondered :—
Chritian Messenger.

1. Are you not always better employed ? It
not, can it be right in you to absent yourself ?
2. Do you get more good to your own soul,
and do more good to others, by staying away P
If not, can you be acting wisely ?

3. Does your awn conscience justify you, .or
h"yummﬁnusdnﬁmdtyinhnpingit
quiet on the subject ?

4. Will a death-bed commend your present
course, or will you then look upon your neglect
of prayer-meetings with pleasure, think you ?

5. Does not your pastor suffer by your neg-
lect ? Does it not hurt his feelings, cool his
geal, and hinder his usefulness ?

6.’ Are not your fellow-members in the church
dinounpdbyyon,ndmyyounouhuohnd
Christ’s little ones P

7. Is not your family injured by your negleet ?
What will your children think of prayer-meetings

patience, who bears with the errors and sins of secing you habitually neglect them ? It is sur-

the universe though he might if he desired, sink
the sinning universe in utter death. Let the
motive of your patience be in his long -ﬁnn'
Be patient towards others’ fears, others’ ignor-
ance; towards their falls under temptation.
Strengthen your own faith, courage, moderation,
and contribute to the increase of your knowledge
and richness of your experience by enduring
hardship. Be like God in goodness. Let like-
ness to him add its glory to your highest man-
hood.
Then, that your piety may have, as it is de-
sigped, the complement of its God-ward relation,
add brotherly kindness. Let your firm, intre-
id purpose in the Christian life, bear the gen-
m affeetions, bending to welcome brotherhood

with the weak ; thus exalting your manhood by its | prove

hlrmony'ilhthnzoftho Son of God. Crown
all with charity, the * grace that lives and sings,”
—that fills the Godhead and shines through all
hhworh;thu‘ivuﬂlllliln.MdM
his fullest breadth and depth—that adds power
to faith, informs the understanding, quenches the
arrows of temptation ; makes endurance easy,
gets its light and life from God ; sod like s glor-
ious angel leads courage to its mightiest
ments. ik &
though .
" is roused sad invigomsted by hope.

Courags, a virtue “greatly indepen- | or
e
- p T i m

prising if they despise them ?

8. htbcunomcontofe.nh:t(wveﬂod
sinners may be both hindered and led to think
lightly of prayer, by your conduct ?

9. C.nyonhnnpropetconmfo'nbopmo-
perity of the church, the spread of Christ’s cause,
and the conversion of sinners, if you never meet
to pray for them ?

10. Are you sure that you fiulfil your duty as a
church member, while you neglect pn'yer-noec-
ings P bnthtoldutynodn,uduﬁnnno

ility of your being called to account for it?

11. Did any one ever really gain anything,
either in temporal or spiritaal things, by neglect-
iqpu,cr-nuﬁnglf If you think so, can you
it?

12, Is there no selfishness, or worldly-minded-
nu.nuh-motolymm‘het? If so, ought
such things whmlpd?

13. Would it be right to give up the prayer-
meeticgs ? Doyuthinkliilvouldpluncod,
or improve the cause ? But if all the members

do, must they not be given up P Could

1 Move into the Light” _

The closing scene of Rev. Dr. Wallace's life is

be thus related by one of his daughters :

“ Father said but little after he came home on
the subject of religion, but what he did say was
very comprehensive. On the afternoon of the
day before he died, we were near him expecting
every moment might be the last we would look
upon him living. My mother said, * We arve all
watching, you, dear, and there is One watching
who never sleeps”’ . None of us who saw him
then will ever forget the radiance that at that
moment spread over his face; an apparently
supernatural glory seemed to shine out from it.
After a moment of what seemed to be rapturous
contemplation, he ssid, ‘ Oh, the inexpressible
glory ! the ineflable sweetness of our Saviour!
you must, just come to the cross in simple child-
like faith!’” He wanted to hear some of the
promises, and I repeated as nearly as I could the
second verse of the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah :
‘ When thou passest through the waters, I will
be with thee ; and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee ; when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall
the flame kindle upon thee’ He answered sim-
ply *Yes!” After this he did wbt talk much.
The last words he said to my mother were: *J
move into the light I ”

The following lines are a tribute to his memo-
ry by Rev. E.E. Adams, suggested by those
memorable farewell words :

Out of the shadows that shroud the soul,
Out of the seas where the sad waves roll,

Far from the whirl of each mundane pole,
) “ I move into the light!”

Out of the region of cloud and rain,
Out of the cares that the
Qut of the body of sin and pain,

*“ I move into the light "

Out of the

Out of the em

Up through the beautiful sapphire gate,
* I move into the light I”

Beyond the noise of creation’s jars,
Higher than all the worlds and stars,
Higher than limits of reason’s bars,
“ 1 move into the light!”

Far in the clime of the pure * Ideal,”

Where mind locks forth with' an eye to see all,
Where matter is not, bat life more real, =
“ I move into the light "

We follow after to those high spheres ;
Notes of thy rapture fall on our ears ;
Out of our darkness, our sins and fears,
“ We move into the light "

Watch.

It is sometimes said of a certain class of peo-
ple, why do they not get rich? They earn
much, and are constantly on the stretch for more.
We say there must be something wrong some-
where ; and there is something wrong. They
fail in not knowing how to spend it, and as &
matter of course they are poor. There is an op-
posite class who earn but a little, and yet are
provident and careful, spending their money on
the principle of the most rigid economy ; and in
this way they are accumulating riches to the sur-
prise it may be of many people.

Is it not somewhat so in regard to spiritual
things ? ard is there not a vast difference among
professing Christians in pursuit of the treasures
of grace? One will grasp at almost every
means, attending diligently on the same; and, if
we were to judge of their spiritual state by their
aetivity in this direction, we might suppose they
were in a fair way of becoming immensely rich ;
and yet they are pining in spiritual poverty, and
if they would speak their minds they would say,
« O, wretched man that I am !”

Why is all this? something must be out of
place—they either do not attain to the object
soughs, or they fail to retain what they get. In
either case they are wrong. Now why not get
it and keep it? Plainly, we think there is not
sufficient watchfulness in keeping what we have

If we get a blessing at a class meeting, or a
prayer meeting, and go home and in a careless
spirit go about our ordinary affairs, yielding to
nyinlmthtmmdm,bovhqwiﬂit
be before it is all dissipated? But on the other
band see some who get the blessing. How care-
fol with it! To them it is & precious grain; it
is too good to part with so soon after a deep
struggle of soul. Every avenue is watched, and
should an enemy approach and ask for entrance,
he cannot be admitted.

In this way they are laying up treasures, by
watching what they have already. For that prin-
ciple that would make us careful of what we have
is, we think, very sure to procure for us more.
« What I say unto you I say unto all, watch.—
Ziow's Herald.

Scatter the Books !

When John Newton was a young man vainly
seeking peace of mind on the principles of Pha-
risaism, & book of skeptical philosophy was placed
in his bands. * This,” he says, “ operated like
a slow poison, and prepared the way for all that
tollowed.”

« What “ followed” every one who has read
history knows full well. The young Puarisee
forsook his * righteousness ” and became a
blasphemer, a sensualist, s teacher of iniquity,
an inventor of strange oaths, a chief among sin-
ners through six years of wandering on the sea
and on the land. All this was the fruit of a
skeptical book. '

Many years ago a student at college, fired with
literary ambition and utterly regardless of his
soul, was in the habit of spending his Sabbaths
over his college studies. One day a pious lady
gave him a religious book called “ The Test of
Truth”' He read it, and henceforth was a chang.
ed man. He found peace in believing, made
greater progress in litdlyloludyd-n_b
had formerly done in seven, graduated with
honors, became a professor in his alma mater,
and during e long life led many noble youths
nﬂoalyuplhlheighu of Parnassus, but also
to the cross of Calvary. All this was the fruit

of a religious book.
Now,mppoutheuumr?vnnd. Suppose

- bat one answer. Newton would probebly have
"been saved by & good book, the student ruined
. by & bad one.

i Abook is therefors s power. A Bad book
bas power to turn the current of a human life

immortal misery. A good book may tum it into
the channel of that stream which rune through
the city of God. Yes, a book is & great power
for good or for evil.

The working Christian should therefore arm
himself with good books as weapons of offence
sgainst the kingdom of Satan. Whenever he
sees a youth standing between the paths of iife
and death, in doubt as to whether be will decide
for evil or for good, let the loaner give him o
suitable book. It may ssve s soul-—yes, many
souls ; for, be assured, no youth goes to heavén
without carrying others with him.

Scatter good books, O Christian laborer ! You
cannot spend a portion of your benevolent money
to better purpose. Scatter good books ! Scatter
good books ! -

Idle Christians.

Some temptations come to the industrious, but
all temptations attack the idle. Notice the in-
vention used by the country people to catch
wasps. They will put a little liquor into & long
and narrow-necked phial. The do-nothing wasp
”mbﬁnu“h sweet MNI' rwi&
snd is drowned. But the bee comes by, and if
she does stop for s moment to smell yet she en-
ters not, because she has honey of her owa to
make ; she is too busy in the work of the com-
monwealth to indulge hersell with the tempting
sweets. Master Greenham, a Paritan divine
was opce waited upon by a woman who wes
grestly tempted. Upon making inquiries into
her way of life he found she hed little to do, and
Greenhain said: * Bistes, if you are very busy
Satan may tempt you, but he will not easily pre-
vail, and he will soon give up the attempt.” Idle
Christians are not tempted of the devil so much
as they do tempt the devil to tempt them, Idle-
ness sets the door of the heart ajar, and asks
Satan to come in; but if we are occupied from
morning till night, if Satan shall get in he must
break through the door. Under sovereign grace
and next to faith, there is no better shield against
temptation than being * not slothful in business,
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.”—Spurgeon.

We gather the following from the AMissionary
Notices just received. An article on India points
out the peculiar adaptation of natives for the
work of itinerant preaching and conversational
intercourse. In additional to a number of native
catechists and assistants, the society has in India
and Ceylon 30 native ministers. The journals
of some of these ministers show that a large
amount of labor has been put forth. They dis-
tributed either by gift or sale, a large number of
copies of the Seriptures, books, and tracts ; and
in conversations with their heathen fellow-coun-
trymen appear to have blended the wisdom of
the serpent with the meekness of the dove. The
Rev. E. E, Jenkins gives an interesting sketch
of a voyage up the Godavery River, one of the
finest streams in India, whose waters run bet-
ween hills and scenery of the grandest description
and of great beauty. It is at the head of this
river that the Society is about to establish a new
mission. The place selected is Sironcha, 120
miles distant from the nearest mission, that of
the Church Society at Dummagudeum. On
the Godavery, Mr. Jenkins found a missionary
rormmmmcmmh-
town with 15,000 inhabitants, alone and discour-
aged. Mr. Jenkins justly remarks :—

« I wish friends at home, who speak discour-
agingly of Indian work, could walk, through a
town like Rajamundry, with its thronged bezaars,
its rich shops and warehouses, and the signs of
industry, intelligence, and power expressed on
all sides,—strong and compact, moreover, in
idolatry, and in vices and follies rooted in the
sanctions of religion,~and then return to the
solitary missionary, and messure the buman
instrumentality by which he seeks to revolutionize
the opinions, the motives, the corfidence, and
the homes of the whole community. If it be
replied that the man of God reckons upon Al-
mighty help, it must be remembered that the
Lord is converting the world through the Church:
and although He can save by few, it is His
wont to gather in and preserve souls in propor-
tion to the labour bestowed upon them: and
where the labourers are * few,’ it is the indis-
pensable duty of the Church to mgke them many.
We have no right to expect results without effort.”

Mr. Jenkins gives an account of a dam four
miles in length, built across the Godavery, at
Dowleishwaram, at a cost of £92,000, which
indicates one of the blessings which India enjoys
from British rule. He says:

“ The river in former years (these works were
begun in 1845) used to run bodily into the sea,
and Jeave little behind it but desert. In the time
of the freshets the waters would flood flercely
down, and sweep all before them. But the
genius of Cotton converted the demon torrent
into a ministering angel, bringing mercy to mil-
lions. The whole Delta is watered, the people
paying the Government two and a half rupees an
acre for irrigation; and you may imagine the
dimensions of this blessing, both to people and
rulers, when I tell you that the water-tax alone
yields a revenue of from five to six lachs of
rupees. Having skirted the annicuts, we de-
barked from the steamer, and walked back to
inspect the snnicut masonry.”

The Committee in urging the claims of Indis
mhmmﬂ.-’l:—

« There are numerous tribes of men, whole
nations in that vast eountry, to whom the word
of God has not come,—who bave not yet even
beard the name of Christ. The successes of the
Established Church in Tinnevelly,—of the Lon-
don Society in Travancore,—of the Germans
among the Kols and Malsyalas,—of the Ameri-
cans among the Karens,—and of the Methodists
in Ceylon and elsewhere, are specimens of what
mumnmm-—.m
tribes ; but the churches formed in these
bear a very small tothe mase of the

otill in Garkugns.” 7

population kness.”
| The Sodoty sent out in Soptember
F A .:‘:Jn» gt o) saide PRy

 besutiful and usefol 7 These questions admit of | R. S. Hardy, to Ceylon, and Mise Stowsll to o

Madras. The following missionaries have de-

“ The Rev. William A. Lalmon, Native Minis-
ter, at Mature, Coylon, on the 8th of April. He
was 73 years of age, and had been engaged in

into channels of woe which empty into gulfs of | the work of the ministry since 1816. The Rev.

Jobn Ayliff, the well-known South-African Mis-
sionary, died at Feuresmith, in the Orange Free

his age, and the 35th of hij misistry. . Among
his Intest sayings was, ‘O glovious work! If I
bad ten thousand lives, and ten thousand years

work.’

Mr. Hammond, the

We copy the following from the speech of the
Rev. Wm. Arnot, at & soiree and presentation
given to the Rev. E. P. Hammond, in Glasgow:

When God intends to trouble the waters, I
must not, under colour of order, limit Him in the
instruments which He shall employ. He may
employ a ministering angel, or a ministering
man, or & ministering child ; or He may do the
work by political revolutions or material earth-
quakes. It is not my part to determine before-
band how He ought to do it, but to wait rever-
ently and gladly on what He bas done. Aad
after the work is done, it is not difficult even to
see some of the reasons why the Head of the

people, is like a knot in the wood—a place at
which it will give way if he venture to lean much
upon it. No doubt, an evangelist might settle
down to a thirty years’ ministry on the same spot,
and be 5o kept, by God’s almighty and miraculous
grace, that he woull not only make no weaken-
ing stumble, but the people would not at any time
take up a causeless prejudice againet him. This
and all things are possible with the Lord ; but
they are not common in the world—perhaps I
may say more, they never bappen. McCheyne
had that strength, and exerted it. It may be,
indeed, that we are on the verge of brighter
days and higher attainments for the Church. I
can think, with hope, of the time being near when
the weakest of Isreal shall be as the house of
David, and the house of David as the angel of
the Lord. ' I am hopeful for the futare; but I
speak of the history of the past. We shall gladly
forget the things behind, if we are carried onward
and upward. Let no one fear for a moment
that the recoguition of this extraordinary evan-
gelistic work supersedes the ministry. It sup-
ports the ministry in two points of view. First,
it gives us more work in the way of directing the
swakened and watching the converts; but, fur-
ther, it will make our sermons more appreciated,
and more in requeat. Ispeak not only by rea-
soning on the nature of the case, but also by
experience of the fact. Where many are awak-
ened by miscellaneous fervent appeals, there the
ordinary ministry is more needed and more
valued. Although a hundred such men as Mr.
Hammond were let loose on Glasgow, my oceu-
pation would not be gone. By-and-by, if they
were successful, their occupation would be gone
bei ion as awakeni "
and if they should remain, they would require
to fall into the regular methods of the ministry.

General Iiscellang,
—_— ——

The Sailor and the Convict.
Human nature exhibits strange inconsisten-
cies. Men of sincere piety sometimes have
narrow views and hearts deficient in gemerous
impulses, while notorious criminals have noble
aspirations, and are willing at times to sacrifice
life itself to deliver others from peril. Vietor
Hugo has described a thrilling scene in a late
work, founded on this latter fact :

One morning, the throng which was gasing at
the ship witnessed an accident.

The crew were engaged in furling sail. The
top-man whose duty it was to take in the star-
board upper cornez of the main top-sail, lost his
balance. He was seen tottering ; the dense
throng assembled on the wharf of the Arsenal
uttered a cry, the man’s head overbalanced his
body, and he whirled over the yard, his arms
outstretched toward the deep ; as he went over,
be grasped the man-ropes, first with one hand
and then with the other, snd bung suspended
in that manner. The sea lay far below him at a
giddy depth. The shock of his fall bad given to
the man-ropes a violent swinging motion, and
the poor fellow hung dangling to and fro at the
end of this line, like a stone in a sling.

To go to his aid was to run s frightful risk.
None of the crew, who were all fishermen of the
coast recently taken into service, dared attesipt
it. In the meantime, the poor top-man was be-
coming exhausted ; his agony could be seen and
his increasing weakness could be detected in the
movements of all his limbs. His arme twisted
sbout in horrible comtortions. Every attempt
he made to reascend only increasen the oséilla-
tions of the man-ropes. He did not cry out, for
fear of losing his strength. All were now look-
ing forward to the moment when he should let
go of the rope, and at instants, all turned their
heads away that they might not see him fall
There are moments when a rope’s end, & pole,
the branch of a tree, is life itself, and it is »
frightfal thing to see a living being lose his hold
pon it, and fall like a ripe fruit.

Suddenly a man was discovered clambering up
the rigging with the agility of & wild cat. This
man was clad in red—~he was a conviet for life.
As be reached the round-top, s gust of wind
blew off his cap, a revealed ahead entirely white ;
be was not s youag man.

In fact, one of the convicts employed on board
in some prison task, had, at the first alarm run
to the ‘officer of the wateh, and emid the confu-
sion and hesitation of the erew, while all the
sailors trembled and shrank back, had ssked

‘to save the top-man’s life at the risk
of Mis own. A sign of assent being given, with

]
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State, on the 17th of May, in the 64th year of

for each, I would devote them all to the Mission | !

Wesleyan Methodist Conferance of Esstern British Ame:

with the other. Finally, be was seen -
ing to the yard, and heuling the sailor after him ;
he supported him there for an instant, to let him.

to the croas-trees, and from there to the round-
top, where he left him in the hands of his mbee-~

mates.
Then the throng applsuded ; old galley ser-
geants wept ; women hugged each other on the

exclaiming, with & sort of tenderly subdued en-
thusissm ; “ This man must be pardoned | |
He, however, had made it a point of duty to
descend again immediately, sad go beck to
work. In order to arrive more quickly, be |
down the rigging, and started te rum to s low
yard. All eyes were following him. . There wes
a certain moment when every one felt slarmed §
whether it was that he felt fatigned, o= bessuse
sitate and stagger. Suddenly,the 1 -

was moored close to the Orion, and the poer
convict kad plunged between the two ships. It
was feared that he would be drawn under one or
the other, Four men sprang st once into the

again took possession of all minds. The men
had not agsin risen to the surface. Hoe had dis-
sppeared in the ses, without waking even a rip-
ple, as though bhe had fallen intp & eask of oil.
They sounded and dragged the plsce. It wasin
vain. The search was continued until night, but
not even the body was found.

The next morning, the Toulon Jownel pub-
lished the following lines: * Now. 17, 1833
Yesterday, a conviet on board of the Orion, e
his return from rescuing s sailor, fellinto the ses
and was drowned. His body was Dot recovered.
It is presumed that it has been caught under the
piles at the pier-head of the Arsenal. This man
was registered by the number 9430, and his
name was Jean Valjean.”

=3 S

— ——

st

e lSSss

The Work of the Christian
m,.

——

BY BISHOP SIMPSON OF THE METHOMST B
CHURCH.

The substance of an Address to the Gradust-
ing Class, Garrett Biblical Institute, Oct. 30th,
1862. Bemenof onework! Have an unfalter-
ing devotion to this one work of the mimistry
upon which you are entering ; and all along the
journey of life, make literature, make eciences
of earth all subsidiary to this one great ead, te
win souls to Christ.

1 urge this point too, because I have a ‘desp
conviction thet without singleness of purposs,
without decisive aim, no great exesllence will be
achieved. It can not be achieved in the ordinery
duties of life ; it can not be achieved in the pro-
fessional walks of life other than the ministry;
and if in the arts and occupations of life a steady
devotion to some one calling is essential to sue-
cess, much more 00 is it in the Christisn ministry
because of the important asture of the work, its
difficulties, its magnitudes and its vast responsi-
bilities. And does not this fact run all through
life—that the man who devotes himsell to ome
single purpose makes the great impression jn life?
*If thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light;” and in more senses than thet in
which the apostle applied is it true that ‘‘s
double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.”
The great apostle to the Gentiles said, “ This one
thing 1 do ; pressing forward "—the goal was in
his eye. Mr. Wesley, when age was upon him,
in recounting over the causes of his success in
life, makes the starting-point to be the time when
be resolved before God (to use his own language)
that he would be Aome mise libri—be would be
a man of one book ; aad if we wish to see desis-
ion and parposs of sim, look to the grest Exem-
plar, who from the world's fcundation gased on

Cavairy, and from whom, all through the voices
of forty centuries, came sounding dowa to man,
«“ Lo, 1 come to do thy will I

If you would, then, succeed 1 life, Ggis desis-
ion of purpose, this singleness of sim, this conse-
cration to one work will be essential t0 you. I
do not ssy that you must read but one book.
The literature of the world is nessssary to un-
fold the riches of that one Book. gather
sround it, and itis in the light of histery sod
literature and science that many of the most pre-
cious truths of that book are the mest clesrly
and besutifully unfolded snd 3 but let
all your reading be with that aim—let all your
studies be for thet one purposs ; then will your
sermons have emergy, then will your eddresses
be forcible, then will the forces of your whele

the kingdom of God smongst men. But if you
turn aside from this singienses of purpess, if you
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wtters, if you suffer yourself to be

engeged in the pureuits which may be perictiy

id lawful for others, then will your en-

1 frittered away, then will your lives cense

o ‘heve their power, and you shall not impross
the Sdarunity with the comviction that you be-
| {you hee ment of God sent for the purpose of
There is another resson why I shali say to vou,
Be mett ofone work ; it is beesuse this work isa
1f the wosk-in whieh you have en-
| gaged “wire & light ong; whieh might be the re-
eapetion of @ summer’s evening, or might occupy
fragmentary portions of the times, you might
hoveibthes workeon your hands, bat this work
of the misistry—how vast it swells ip its propor-

ot ¥ : Bobk e the [dificultios which environ it

on overy hand !  Theve is study to fathom the
deep things in the woed of God—and how deep
arethey, sevealed from heaven ! the voices of the
ages coming down, they sequire study to be uv-
deretood.

.- Aind bere Jot me say to you, young brethren I
do not think you ar in danger from the instruc-
tions you have received, of being led to narrow
thoughts, This whole field has been opened be-
| Sore you, bat ob, the WORDS you. are to study !
Bighteen centuries ago there sat upon the Lillside,
overlooking  lake, the incarnste Sou of Go..
He bad before .asid, “ Man -shall not live by
bread alone, but by ewery word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.” He said subsequent-
39, #The words that Lapeak unto you, they sre
spirit; and they are life”  Ho opened his lips;
o uttered his words to the assembly, and those
words {—they have been rolling through the
earth in all climes and permeating all ages. The
sound has been taken up by men of God in race
after vace ; these words have visited the North
‘and thawed out its icy coldness 3. shey haye tem-
pored the hest of the torrid segions | they bave

wharves ; and on all sides, voices were hearl)boohets chains and éjened peiscns ; they bave

given light to sightless eyes and unstopped the
| sare of the dealy they bave given joy to the cap-
tive, bope to she widow, and education 1o the
w,.;sq-ﬂopmmnthdluuk
 sajosty and glory sre sounding
this sin-cursed world of our, it is that
ey sy raise man's eyes, man’s hopes, man's
. toward heaven. . Those are the words that
have reached your ears, and you have been given,
- we trust, an angel's touch upon your tongues to
send them 1o o sinful world.
| But not only did be speak words of beauty but
"he gave his sanction to the whole volume of the
Old Testament ; for s he sat on that mount,
lest men might in some future time say that the
words of Christ are all, and the study of the old
?' is unoecessary, there, on that mount,
f& | that mot -one jot, or tite, not one single

boat. The people cheered them om, and anziety | yod or slightest point of the law should pass away

till all be fulfiled. He gave it to ministers as
the great study book. Now this volume is given
te you for your study. It is a work of difficulty
to study it thoroughly, and then to apply it—the
whole realm of thought opens up before you, the
whole tealm of mind, the classes of society, the
perverseness of bumen nature. You sre to apply
thia word to the young and the old, to the pious
beaser and the man who stands an the very verge
of perdition, you are to carry both a warning
and & promise, and if possible, to ssve some
Oh ! methinks 1 see & thousand millions of human
beings rushing onward in the way toward rdin,
God has called from heaven ; you have started
up ot his call, and you have gone out, if possible
to save a part of those thousand millions of human
beings. It is & work of difficulty; you need
every moment of your time, you need the con-
secration of every power that God has given

’.;.'h-oh another view of the importance - this
work, and why it should consume all your ener-
gios. Itis this—you state before the world that
you believe God has called you. God looked
down from heaven, surveyed the family of men

Oh, whet an important commission! The
churches have recognised in you this call. THere
you bave been studying ; and as you stand be-
fore me, 1 see those who have the conviction
within thet God has called them ; I bave read
the testimonials of the church that they Lelieve
God has called them ; these men of God have
wml&udoudnﬂ.md they believe
God bea called you, snd now you are going out
into the world with this “seal, and if God hath
called you to this work, how important the ealling!
Such » thing cannot be Lightly treated ; and if
God bas summoned you to this work, you must
stand in the thisk of the battle ! Let the dar's
come—let the storm-cloud rage with all its thun-
ders, yon must stand unmoved, because in the
fiercest bettle the Captain of your selva-
tion is before you.
There is one word more that may crowd itself
upon our minds, touching this work. It may be
in the homely phrase—the strong
phrase of the day—Will this work pay? Will
it pay to give all one’s time and all one’s euergy
to this work? If I were to spesk from the
world, taking my stand among its wealth and
honors, I would say, This work will nof pay. If
1 take my position in places of ease and com-
fort, were 1 interrogated—* Will this pay ?” 1
Muyh'illntpy,blthom}ludof
the eharch directed you tc go forth without scrip,
to go forth, not looking for the wealth of the
world, and esid, “In the world ye shall bave
tribulstion.” But when I can get a view beyond
the scenes of wealth, beyond the scenes of pase
and the scenes of power and the scenes of world-

the garden of Getheemane and on the hill of| Iy influsnce—when my fsith gives me power 1o

look across the river into the heavenly world,
and ] see eternity unfolding in all its glorious
reatity, then I con say, The ministerial work will
poy!

The first pay the minister bas is & deep bap-
tiem of the love of God—a conscious enjoyment
of God’s presence ; snd this is vo ordivary psy
Oh! if there comes behind us and beside us &
voice eweeter than even angels’ tongues, saying,
« Lo, I am with you slways, even unto the end of
the world,” will not that be a compenastion when
Christ comes 10 whisper peace sd love? And
-qynhwlhunbo(uui-nén)our cir-
cuits when you sball be lovely in heart, when
your spirits shall sometimes be uppressed, when
cateshall seem to setile down upon you as the
clouds of evening. Ohl that beneath the very

life b beouight to-bear en’ the  advansesent off sdges of the cloud may there abine ou' the silver

snd & sweet voice be heard, **You
e not alons, 1 am with you I”
Sat when 1 losk beyond, when mine eyes

ond fized npon you to be s messenger of life. <
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