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THE WORSHIP OF FAITH.

The opposers of Clristianity, reaching from
the bad éminence of soul-less A‘lLeism to the
elegant patronage bestowed upon Jesus by the
teachers of transcendental pbilosopty, 'lake
great pains to emphasize the oraclesof reason

as coniravening the doctrines of religion that

derive their ¢ flicacy. in a* great measure from
the operatious of faith. The stock in trade of |
infidelity bas always consisted largely in its
own boast.d freedom from authority, and in
allegations that Christianity rested its claims
for the obedicnce upon tenets that
could not endure the investigations of reason.
We think that the Cburch of Rome has given
occasion to the intellectual classes in the Papal
couutries ot Europe, to disparage the teach
ings ot the Christian religion as being essen-
tially those of unreasoning submissien to the-
ological dogmas and priestly domination. Bnt
the aivilization and literature of Protestant

of man

Christendom, give the most vigorous support
to the institutions and agencies of popular
education and scientific culture, as being in per-
fect barmony with the spirit {and doctrines of
the rchigion of Jesus. It would seem to be
difficult for Romanism to obviate the charge of
having done much in its history to give cur-
rency to the tenet that some conncctions natu-
rally obtain between ignorance and devotion.
That iufidelity should prate of reason in the
presence of Romanism would seem to be al-
most a healthy reaction of the buman mind
from the 1mpositions and abuses of dogma and
superstition. That infidelity should boast of
its oracular wisdom. in the face of Protestant-
isw as expressing the utterances of the reli-
gion of nature and reason against the ora-
cles of revelation, is an cffrontery not to be
parallcled in the history of human impudence.

The truth is that there are no contrarieties
between reason and faith, Christianity s an
authoritative religion, but 1t imposes no beliels
upon the human miud that antagonize the laws
of truth as they hold in the empire of univer-
The authority of truth and
reasop is the authority ot the Christian reli-

sal intelligence.
gion. Because our worship embodies so large-
ly and beautifully the elements of trust, it does
not follow that it dispenses in the least with
Some of ‘the ol
Christianity lie in the plane of the supernatu-
ral

that of intelligence. facts

Reason them, nor
Faith ac-
cepts them, not as in opposition to reason, but
as transcending its utmost Limits; as harmoni-
zing with the intuitions ot the soul, and as fur
pishing the necessary conditions for the tran-

cannot comprehend

can it successfully controvert them.

sition of a conscious existence from the seen
to the unseen ; froma temporary systemto the
empire of immortality. Reason attaches the
mind to the lacts and laws ot the material uni-
verse ; -reason hasto do with the profound ge-
neralizations of science ; reason can deal intel-

and

with the metaphysical lines of thought; but

ligently with mathematical abstractions,

reason cannot explore the worlds of spiritual
facts and verities that lie beyoud the bounds of
sight, and sense, and science. Revelation here
comes in to turnish us with the facts that are
Becessary to oridge our thoughts from the finiie
to the infinite, and
disc'osed to its eye by the light ol

faith attaches the soul to
these tacts
God, and so
tances of that awful

reaches out into the eternal dis-
future, in which there re-
volve all the ages ot destiny. Can reason now
affirm anything demonstrable in opposition to
these facts of revelation P

Faith, then, bas its positive relations to the
world unseen and eternal. It becomes the sub-
star ce of thicgs hoped for aud the evidence ot
things not seen. The sonl under the power of
faith reposes in quiet and deep assurance upcn
the blessed verities of religion. It is belief
and not skepticism that gives rest. Rational
ism preaches and glorifies doubt. Christian-
ity preaches rnd exalts faith,  Faith as the law
of spiritual life removes doubt, and leads the
soul into the clear and calm atmosphere of a
preace that passeth understanding, and of a joy
unspeskable and iull of glory. Reason beiong
set free from  the perplexities of skepticism by
the law and habit of faith, now operates with
increased harmoay and power.  The soul's pu-
rest worrhip supervenes in this union of reasoo
and taith in the facts of Christianity. Noris
the worship of faith fed and supported by
grand and beautiful abstractions. Christ in
bis peraonal relations, and not Christianity in
its didactic teachings, is the supieme object of
futh.

Aud here let usnot tail to study the rela-
tions of faith to the wants of the soul and the
worship of Jesus. It is not the office ot faith
to explore all the -mysteries of its existence,
but to subject the miud to the Jaws of bis truth
and service.  The wants of the soul assume
the leadership of all speculative inquiries. You
do not worship mysteries in the religion of
Christ, but vour soul finds rest in Him who is
the wlmion.()t the mysteries of sin aud death.
There are insoluble problems in the realms of
reason and in the province of faith. The in-
puiries of religion terminate in the Infinite,
and so can never be satisfied in the present
lite. Spiritual necessities bold these inquiries
in abeyance, and give the amplest scope to
’ connected in religion with

fuith.  Wants are

his eternal Godbead. No  question is more
practical in its bearings than that of the divini-
ty of Jesus.

Nowitis a blessed \c‘ril'\' of experience to
8y nothing of it as a fagt in philosophy, that
Curist becomes the light of reason as he be-
comes the object of-faith.  The stars go out in
the light of the sun. The worship of faith
lays all tbe powers of the soul under contribu-
tion, aud brings all the faculties ot knowledge
and the capacities of love into sweetest subjec-
tion 10 the God-man. Here, then, is the wor®
thip of knowledge with the worship of faith,
and affection with the
worship of faith thus
with |

and the worship ot joy
The
inuu[-uutra the elements ot progress
Give to

Tepose ot trust.”

thoge of perfection and  biessedness.
faith in Christ ihe mastership in existence, and

.7 the laws and forces of being take the direction | this class whose eyes may chance to fall on the

ot imwortal beatitudes.  True worship culli-z
vates, ard disciplines, and eonobles the soul,
& it brings into appropriate activity the pow-
ers of cwotion and affection.  Christ is pre'-;
Sious to them fthat believe. He is bumanity’s

Rock of Ages, and blessed are they to whoml[

fhis_ cross has ceased to be an offense. In fel-
| lowship with him, all truth becomes perfective

of mental action, knowledge becomes an in-
8tru nent of clearest visions of good, science
brings her barmonies of praise to his service,
philosophy contributes her wreaths of imper-
ishab'e thought to his shrine, poetry sets ber

|numbers to the music of his name, the earth

welcomes the dominion of his sceptre, the hea-

| vens Tejoice in the reign of peace and love ; |

time bastens to his second advent, and eternity |
opeus all its ages to the light of his cross.
The worship of faith is thus the perfection and

joy of the worship of resson.—N. W. Adro-
cate.

—————

LIGHTS LOW DOWN.

Haxa your light low down, and the shadows
will be both numerous and long. Put that|
brilliant lighthouse lantern low upon the level
shore, and there is not a wave, even the most
insignificant, which will not reveal a shady
side. This ** Scrimshaw” concrete used for
pavement, looks perfectly level and lmooth.t
with the sun shining high over head; but at
night, when dark and raining, yonder distant |
sheet lamps, flickering near the «idevulka,i
reveal an infinite number of dancing and be- |
wildering shadows, One is surprised at the |
transformation—wonders that he could ever|
bave imagined that this pavement was ‘¢ per- |
tectly” smooth and equal. Now every elevation |
and unevenness, however slight, casts its shad- |
ows, and the lower the light, the longer and |
larger the shadows,until it seems that all of the |
perfection of the way has utterly disappeared.
And thut we meet with many a shaded soul.
The glowing, luminous disc has sunk very low
in his vision, and his whole experience is Lrans-
formed into a tumultuous whirl of darkened
images. The world itself now seems to be but
a wretched ** dance ot accidents.” The very
promises themeclves turn a shady side towar?
the disconsolate soul. Every consolation
carries its corollary of possible antithesis,
and be is just the one who is dropped into that
paintul possibility.

*“ How is that dear little boy, to.day ?"

‘* No better, sir, and he is my only son.”

‘* But you must keep up a good heart and
fear not to trust ; it will be all right.”

** No, sir, I've no hope, It is always so
We shall lose him.

And yet it was uot so, for the dear boy did
And, for all that, we do not know
that the spiritual lights in those souls have
This

is 1 most pitiable case, indeed, and these in-

with me.
recover.
moved any faster away from the nadir.

stances of chronic revelings in shadows are
most touching to the sympathetic heart—if in-
deed, they do not, by and by, utterly wear out
all pity and sympathy, tlll our own wind gives
them up utterly to their own region of shad-
We meet with these persons, who seem
ways to walk with their back towards the
They see little else but the
penumbra cast by their own persons—and,
alas! the shadows grow longer and longer,
tor it is the declining day. KEvery mercy to
them becomes a sort of flavored :heese to allure
theminto a trap. ** No such good news or
good fortune for me ! If they buy property,
it always begins to decline the next day. It
they go upon a trip or recreation, an accident
18 sure to happen. They are cheated in every
thing they buy, and there is not a thing in the
beaven's ahove, or the earth beneath, that is
not casting its shadow, and it is their peculiar
furtune to be cast iuto that fatal obscuration.

WS,

afternoon sun.

This class, who carry their lights low down,
are, as every minister knows, the bane ot all
hopeful and enthusiastic Christian work. They
are the prayer meeting killers, the April show-
ers on the ficld day excursions, the floating
icebergs against the banks of fluwers, the cold
water dou he to every fervent sermon, exposi
tion, and exhortation. And there is neither a
a pastor, Church officer, nor unofficial layman,
whose soul does not cry out from its agonized
depths for a remedy to be applied against this
infectious and unfortunate class. And precise-
ly here we feel our disqualifications, for the
task of suggesting efficient modes of treatment.
In some cases, perbaps, it is almost wholly
physicial. An overrunning spleen, or a liver
congested with bile, will fill a man's whole
borizin with the shadows ot dancing demons.
‘The vapors arising from a dyspeptic stomach
will remand the whole earth back into chaos,
and draw again those pictures of the early
creation when the heaven's were roaring with
dark torrents, shutting out the light ot the sun.
and the whole sphere beneath was convulsed
with fierce contending voices. If this be the
diagnosis, good pastor save your words, and
hand your mourning sheep over to the tender
skill of the physicians. No creed,sermon,homily
or hymn book, will cure the bypochondria—
bis compound and cross between wmelancholia
and dyspepsia.

But, sometimes, it all comes of a very ugly
and uufortunate disprsition. Natural pride
bas ckrystallized itselt into  chronic criticism,
and universal fault-iuding.  Aud by the law ot
reaction the sell appointed censor, who makes
a business of sceuting out the imperfections
and toibles of others, is sure, sooner or
to fill hisown soul with blighting shadows.
They become a sort of spiritual junk dealers,
who make it a business to exchange their good
money for all the old rusty cast off and discased
things which their neighbors throw into the
rubbish beap of despised and forgotten things;
and so we find what we might except, the man
or woman a storebouse of very unsightly and
unwlolesome things. The, pastor if he be
taithtul here, will bave sometimes the need to
apply a little of the clear caustic of rebuke. It
is ouly by this process that the proud flesh can
be tuken out, ana its returning growth pre-
vented. He must show, upon Bible grounds,
bow the sins of the tongue must be regarded;
bow they lead to well nigh all .he clouding ot
souls, and the spiritual disasters which afflict a

later,

religious community.

And now a word of exhortation to any of

these lines. 1f you bave shadows to point out,
we beseech of you not to run to your pastor as
the first man whom you are to treat with the
view. Don't add, unneccessarily to the cares
and auxieties of the man who carries the re-
sponsibilities of an entire congregation. Let

| they are as migratory as the swaliows.
| shortened year our whole work must be done, |

him see that you are struggling to live accord- your

ing to the high tenor of his instruc ions, and
as your life rises, you will find that your §pirit-
ual lights are rising, your shadows diminishing,
until at last, the sun will be fixed eternally in
the zenith, and your shadows will dizappear
for evermore.—New York Ezaminer.

WINNING SOULS TO CHRIST.

A new year of labor is opening in most of
our Churches, since the return of pastors and
people from their summer wanderings.
of the city Churches have but nine months in
th ir year; during the three summer months
In this !
as far as combined efforts are concerned. Let |
me suggest as the key-note tfor the coming !
year— winning souls. Some one inquired of
Dr. Lyman Beecher, in his old age, ** Doctor,
you know many things; but what do you
think the main thing?’ The sturdy old bero of
forty revivals answered, ** It is not theology ; !
it is saving souls.”

This is a personal work. Each man and
woman must be a fisher. It is a great mis-
take to suppose that a whole Church can lay
hold of a buge drag net and draw in at a
single haul a ** multitude of fishes.” This is an
individual work upon individual hearts. The
pastor must do his part in the pulpit and in
personal interviews. The Sunday-school teach®
er inust take hold of his pupils one by omue.
The Cbristian who would win Harlan Page's
success must adopt Harlan Page's method;
and that was to try to do some good to every
one he met.  Sometimes it was only a kind but
impressive word; sometimes it was a faithtul
private conversation; sometimes he wrote a
letter to the unconverted, inviting to” the
Saviour; sometimes he did kindness to unlock
the heart aud then followed it by a elose ap-
peal. A great many crude things have been
said about the ** machinery of revivals;” b ut
there is onc sort of machinery as old as the
apostles, and which never wears out—it is the
simple metLod of personal effort, prompted by
love. Tbe Acts ot the Apostles are not a
bistory ot Churches, but of individual Chris-
tians ; the fishery for souls was not by a com-
bined pull on an ecclesiastical drag-net, but
each fisher dropped his own hook, baited witk
lov .

Souls
He that winneth
Cutting words to the unconverted are
oaly the toolish aitempt to bait thes with vine-
gar.
ing ot Paul’s meihod which he commends in his
letter to the brethren at Epbesus.  Sinners
will bear tremendously close and searching
truth, it it is only spoken out of a beart that is
unmistakably moved by an uuselfish affection.
The first point is persuasion; or, in other
words, move the sinner to move himself. It
has been well said that the Divine method for
winning souls is not by a ** thou shalt,” but by
persuading each siner to say tor himselt ** |
will.”

essential is to love a man's soul, and to ccn-

We emphasize this last pithy word.
wmust be loved toward Christ.
is wise,

** Truthing it in love” 1s the literal read-

To accomplish this persuasion the first
vince him that you do love bim. The only
people in our Churches who really do much
good are those who have established a coufi-
dence in their own sincerity, and who get credit
tor a disinterested benevolence.  Ungodly per-
sons will sometimes pbrase their opmion of a
Church member on this wise: ** 1 beheve in
Mr. A. He payshis debts and be came to sit
up with me wien 1 was sick. Le's no Phan-
" Now, such a Mr. A, is the only one
who bae sufficieutly won the confidence of im
peuitent people to win them over to Christ.

see

No others necd make the attempt.—7heodore
L. Cuyler.

THE LIFE TO COME.

The things that are out of sight are transcen-
dentlyjgreater than those which are seen. Only
a chid ora savage has his hife bounded by the
visible bhorizon, or the humut ol tiue present
mowent. Aud no more should the things ol
the present existeuce bound our thoughts. Ou
what neflable rea ities does Christian belief lay
bold !
Beyond it lies ap eternity as certain as to-mor-

This world is a mere starting-point.

row, with glories which the bighest buwau
imagination duuly paints. We stand on the
briuk of a sublune future. It does not becowe
us to live with our eyes closed to it.  Steadily
looked at, there is power enough evenin the
anticipation to fill us with rejuic.ng strength,
peace untold, victory complete,
gre besct with the cares ot lile, perplexities ot
ol business, of bread winning, of housebold
ordering. Let not these things darken you
with painful apprebension, or fill the whole

Perbaps you

measu.e of your thoughts. A few years, and
you shall look back oo them and smile that they
could cloud your way for a momeat! Are you
weighed down with weakoess of body, crip-
pling » our powers, crushing your enjoyment ?
The strength ot the ser-
No athlete, rejoicing in

Be ot good courage.
aph sball be yours.
maoly power, tastes the supreme freedom and
joy of the spiritual body that awaits you. Does
trouble assail you with bitter and heart-piercing
blows ?
the time of your redenptiva draweth nigh!
I'be homeward traveller complains not at beat-
ing wind and drenching rain, he bardly feels
them, just before him he knows lies the home
trom whose windews |streams the promise cf
warmth and comfort; and within are the dear
ounes the very thought of whom is shield agaiost
wet and cold. Is your lite dark through the
absence of the one whose preseuce glorified it ? |
Rewmember how the briet parting used to give
sweetness to the meeting. The parting now,
long though it seem, is but a moment to the
union to which you are drawing near. Its
unbroken

Rejoice, and lift up jyour bead, for

sweetness, its full certainty of an
future, shall bave a depth which the worst pang

back on beaven opening to win you. Or
are you, while striving and aspiriug for the
better things, sad at beart because God is yet
far off, aud dim to your thbughts > Be pa-
tient. Never was such cauge for patience as
you bave. The Rovelation, $he awakening, is
You are as a child asleep beneath
its mother’s eyes. Shadowy dreams are all its
miud can reach. A moment fnore, and it shall
awake 10 the mother’s kiss, the mother's smile |

pouring forth to it the unutterable tenderness ot
ber beart.

vot far off.

These things are real. They are certain.
Rather, such thougbts but dimly express the
real and certain tuture. it kecomes us to look |
upon that fut.re otien, to let its radiance fifl !
our bearts, that we may walk wortby of the vo-
cation wherewith we are called. All we hold
here that is bright and deat i» but the faint
image of the world just our horizoa
line, toward which each step u taking us. —
Christian Union. ’

. —

MODE OF BAPTISM.

*“ When we know how Christ baptized with
with water. Forbe declared he was doing with
water what Christ should flo with the koly
Ghost: * 1 baptize ; he shall baptize." When
Christ baptized with the Holy Ghost, as we
bave seen, he shed forth the Holy Ghost; he
poured out the Holy Ghost; be sent the Holy
Ghost upon them; the Holy Ghost tell upon
upon them. When John digl the same thing
with water—when he baptized, he shed torth
water ; he poured out the water; he sent the
water upon them ; the water fell ou them. Or,
do we understand the inspiréd John to say;*l]
indeed, have baptized you with water, but he
shall not baptize you with the Holy Ghost ; he
shall shed forth the Holy Ghost, which is not
baptism according to the Greck ?’ Or, when
Peter said: * He bath shed forth this,)’ did be
wean he bath immersed in this which ye see and
bear? When Clrist said: * Behold I send the
promise of my Father upon you, did he mean,
I will immerse you in the promise of my Fath-
er? Whea God said: * I will pour out my
Sprit upon all flesh,’ did he mean that he would
mmerse all flesh in bis Spirit 7 When Peter
said: * The Holy Ghost fell on them,’ did he
mean to say, when I began to speak, they were
immersed in the Holy Ghost as we were at the
beginning ?  Immersion is not administered by
pouring or shedding—bapti 1t o bap-
tiz- be a specific term, nlw::.mcauing one and
the same act, that act is to pour out, to shed
torth as the Word of God fistrue. Ifit be a
generic term, signifying the thing done—as
1o purity —without reference to the manner of
doing it, then the mode is fixed by other terms
—as to pour out, to shed b, to send upon
Whether it be spv.-é;ﬁc or generic, the
doctrine of immersion utterly fais.”

was.

ete,

POPULAR RELIGIOUS READING.

There never were so many inviting religious
books as at the present period. In our child
hood a single armful of books was the entire
library ot* the young; and it was no part ot a
parent’s anxiety, as it ought to be now ot his
most watchful vigilance, to keep out scores of
doubtful productions bearing a Christian name.
But the evil, which began in our juvenile liter-
ature is not now confined to it. As the lips of
professors have become more conformed to the
world as amusements avoided by the spiritual
and self-denying ever since there was a Church
are now patronised by many rehigious people,
and as the tenets ot disciples bave been worn
away on every side by comprowmises with errors
subversive of Gospel simplicity, so a style of
writing bas sprung up to meet the present
taste, and the favorite writings of the day are
those which offend no sect and are true to no
standard. A masculine, vigorous religion is
not promoted by devouring whatever floats on
the surface of our so-called religious literature
The leading characteristic of the popular relig-
ious press is lightness. Fancy is rmused, but
reason is famished, and every addition to ima-
gery and orpament does not tend in modern
use to enrich the heart. Too trequently sermons
and essays in obedience to the prevailing taste,
become picture galleries of illustration and me-
retricious displays of metaphor and conceits, as
though truth and reason could new be lov-
ed aud admired even in a harlequin suit; but
it is ** another Gospcl” which our religious liter-
ature is dressing up, and distinet vision of
Gospel truth is becoming impaired-

Tbe books which we need are not vague,
compromising, latitudinarian, all-compreben-
sive rhapsodies or fictions, or strains of senti-
mentality, bowever rainbow-tinted, but unde-
niable statements of Reformation truth. The
winds of some men are so lulled by the syren
voice of a spurious charity as not to know that
there is any controversy,while otbers ar® led to
resard as bigoted and narrow-minded all who
** contend earnestly for the faith once deliver-
ed to the saints.” From more than one quar-
ter are the boundaries of our Protestant faith
invaded by the light religious literature of the
day, especially trom the sides ot Ritualism and
Ratiopalism. One large class of writings is
occupied with delii eations of and aspirations
atter loftier pomp, more complete liturgic state-
liness, vestmental sanctity, and merctricious
decoration. In the opposite quarter are to be
seen a forminable array of books in varying
degrees of f Isehood and effrontery, concealed
beneath the mask of Christian liberalism, all
agreeing in hating the tenets of Calvinistic
theology. At the extreme we Lave the apos-
tates, such as Francis Newman, who are scarce-
ly recognized as Christians ; then the deniers
of proper inspiration, such as Scherer and Mor-
rell; then the dreamy sophists, who reason all
meaning from the words Atonement, Justifica-
tion, Eternity, such as Robertson and Maurice,
with a whole bhorde of literary tollowers, who

now cannot measure. Are you walking in the
ways of sin, leaving often your bigher life to
grovel in the wire of earth? O, be not un-|
grateful to the love that may hereafter be re- |
vealed to your sight! You are a prince, whose |
kingdom bas been bought with a great price,
dishonour not bim who bought your inkeritance |
with his blood. Are you living io sluggish-|
ness 30 animal life of eating, and sleeping, and |
low ;sclf-seeking? You are choosing animal-
bood instead of angelbood. You are turning

r
|
!

reject original sin, eternal retribution, vicarious
atonemeont, and justification by faith. The
very mention of these terms sounds like cant or
tanaticism to those who have been led by the
reading ot erroneous books to doubt the truth.

Toieform our religious literature we must
reform the popular religious taste. The great
fault of readers is that they do not wisely se-
lect what they sball read; they have neither
scrutiny nor discrimination. There are few

the Holy Ghost, we know how John baptized |

things in which men feel more secure of their

skill than in the judgment ot books. The man
who would not trust his unaided judgment in
the purchase of & farm or a horse is quite cool
in determining the studies of a whole lite, with-
out any regard to the principle  which ought
to govern the selection of books. We believe
that this is indifference, and this vitiated taste
in religion arises from the fact that the love ot
systematic Bible truth is cold in our day, and
that men therefore require that the solid bull-
100 of its eternal verities shall be beaten out into
the thin gold leal of a thousand glittering essays
and stories.

1t we judge rightly a more sedulous attention

to
from the useless fascinations ot our tinsel liter-
ature to what is strengthening and solid.
Tuere are Cliristiins within the pate ot our
churches whose tamiliarity with the Sacred Vo-
lume is an affdir of task and routine, and whe
never in their lives speut a delighted hour over
the Word of God. The nearer any preachbing

| approaches to the scriptural strain the more

dull it is to their comprehension, and the more
repugnant it is to their tastes. Yet it is also
true that there mie Cbristians to whom the
whole range of our diversified religious litera-

ature is dull, vapid, and shallow as compared { which the Church needs, and which should be- l it, a Chrisgian hatter.

with the Scriptures, and who read them for plea-
sure and with an avidity never awakened by
any other book. Many of the first intellects of
every age bave bestowed upon the Bible their
maturest, profoundest and latest applications.
Nor is it alone that the study of Scripture ex-
ercises and strengthens the intellectual powers,
but it gives the student that dehght(in bealthful
works of thought which is being lost amid the
puny sentimentalities and unfounded tancies
and dreamy speculations of our modern litera-
ture. There are wen among our more experi-
enced readers who will not think that we have
wiitten too strongly, orin any respect unreas-
ounably upon the subject of books.
of this superticial burrying age are running

The wheels

more rapidly than cursory observers are aware,
towards a catastrophe which will owe its origin
to our abuse of a great Llessing -namely our
multiplied books. Satan no longer tries to
subvert the press—he subsidies it, and dilutes
or deforms the truth which issues (from 1it.
There is not a Christiau pastor or parent, or
teacher, or author, or who is not
bound to seck to correct the prevalent taste
for this limsy, unsubtantial style of reading, and
to diveit it into an earnest scarch for what is
valid and profitable. We write with sad and
earnest apprehension for the faith of the com-
ng age, and to counscl those who shall stand

bookseller

in our places when our work on earth is done,
to take heed what books their souls live on, and
to beware of the insidious influences of all vol-
umes, however attractive, which dilute or tam-
per with the truth of God.—Meth. Rec.

- -

REVIVAL WORK.

Tue time is bere for special services. The
long nights, the cool weather, and the com-
parative leisure that tollows the press of Fall
work and businees, arc the reasons why the
early Winter is the chosen scason for extra
meetings.

There are reasons why ** revivals " ought to
The Christ
sbould never permit a season of decline to
But we have to deal with facts. Con-
gregations often grow thin in Summer; the

last all the year. tollowers  of

come.

the class-
room is neglected ; the morning and evening

prayer-ineetings lose their power ;

sacrifice at home fail to be offcred and general
insensibility settles on the worshippers. We
Itis true of
of the city and the couatry, of the circuit and
the station, and sometimes the thought has
occurred to us that what s so nearly the uni-
versal experience of the Church must bave a
phbilosophy in it or under it but it is pot our
The
tous fact 1s before us, which we now accept as
an evil to be deplored, and for which there is
one certain, efficient, and, we may add, for the
time, the only remedy—that is, a Revival of
Religion.  When the Church is dull, and the
people careless about their souls, and the spirit

bave all seen it so many a time.

purpo.;e now to consider that. momen-

of fashion and jollity threatens to absorb the at-
tention and control the lives of the multitude,
there is nothing but a genuine revival ot the
work of grace in the Church that will meet the
necessity ct the bour. It matters not so much
how it comes, or by what instrumentalities it
is wrought, but it must be a revival.

If it begins with the protracted meeting, (and
goes forward with resistless sweep, carrying
with it the tardy and the careless, and reach-
ing the most dissolute ; or, if it orignate in the
classes, and the prayer meeting, and is first
seen in the increased attendance, in the warwm-
er glow of devotion, and in the profounder at-
tention to the preached Word, the result is the
same. The Church is
ners are converted.

quickened and sin-
This is a revival.

Every Christian knows, notwithstanding
his inability to account for the fact, that there
are times wheo the work of salvation goes for-
ward with apparently more ease than at other
times. God moves the hearts of his ministers
with warmer touches of his power, and gives to
their words a keener edge, and through their
instrumentality comes nearer than usual to the
masses of the people.
and under its ministrations the work of salva-

tion advances to unanticipated triumphs. God

His spirit is poured out

arises to plead his own cause with the impeni-
These
are times of special visitation, seasons of grace
which retresh and beautify the worshippers in
the places of his glory. ~

tent, and graciously helps his people.

But even these extraordinary manifestations
are not without law. God works by rule in
be higher as well as in the lower revealings
of his power. He proceeds not less orderly in
the storm than io the calm. With bim there
is no variableness. In the infinite counsels of
his will, according to which Le carries forward
all the interests of bis he has
provided largely tor prayer, and assigned it a
most wonderful efliciency. The tcundation on
which rest our faith and hope is that God will
be sought uuto. All his comings to comfort
and prosper his people, are ip answer to pray-
er. This is according to the ‘eternal purpose
which be formed within himselt before the
world began, and from this principle be never
swerves. We may not [always trace the con-

kmgdem,

the Word ot God would win back the mind !

Lecticn between prayer and the result, but it

18 fixed, unalterable Praver offered and

SUre.
forgotten; prayer offered by devout persons

ot whom we Lave no knowledge; or even by
those who have since departed, war have been
treasured the and

I'bere are mys-

until *set time,” theu
answered when we knew not.
teries in the kingdom ot grace ;that we cannot
tathom, and mysteries in the Jjoint workings of
buman and Divine agencies that transcend all
other mysteries
Herein is the encouragement we desire and
Itis
Bot neediul that the church wail for the coming
of the revival, but that all interested go to
work iu faith to bring it near. Although the
| work is progress can be made
{ without his aid, there is no room for doubt that
his aid can be secured by secking it. Heis
| atways ready, und the * set time ™ ¥ Zben the |
| Cburch is ready. Somectimes we think the |
! Chareb i» ready when God sees it is not, and |
other tmes be discovers the preparatioa in the

need when contemplatuag revival work.

God's and no

| hearts of the people before the most watchtul
Faith in God's

readiness to pour out bis Spirit, and willing- |

i pastor is able to distinguish i.
|

| .
| ness to work as God works, are the things

| come fixed habits of soul with all Christian peo- |

ple. Duccessiul evangelists  attain to  this |
Thyy learn

grace.
’ahd lovking for Lis belp.

the art ot trusting God
They acquire skall |
'in taking bold ot God's strength according o]
| bis word, and in re lying upon his promised |
| presence.  And without this  persuasion wl.ni
| can work in faith?  Bid the man of God who'|
challenged the prophets ot Baal, have to guess
that God would send the
which he builded ?

guess that bis power will sanction taithtul labor

fire upon the alar

Neither need we merely

in his name.

Ot late years a great trouble bas come upon
the Church in regard to revival work  The ho-
lidays used to be improved by the Charch, as
the best tor solid efforts to promote revivals.
Now there are so many feasts and testivals, so
many social engagements, and so many things
10 be done for pleasure, that scarcely a pro-
tracted effort can be made till after New-Years.
The week of prayer, coming on the heels of
| the dissipatious ot holiday pleasurces, is the be-
“‘l'
but it is decply to be regret

ginning of serious work. are glad it
comes, o early;
ted that the preachers and people think it ne-
cessary to postpone special labors till that

Would not
a geoeral and determined effort by the pastors

time. Can not this be remedied ?
be successtul in re-dedicating  the holiday sea-
God
mentable that Christmas, the day set apart as

son to instead of pleasure? How la-
the natal day of vur Lord, should be given up
to festivities ! Rome has long  enough ruled
the Churches tiwme that
Protestants from ber leading-
strings, and re-dcdicate the season that com-
memorates the birth of the Son of Man to the
We

We want it now, and we may

m this thing. It is

Lroak away

spinitual worship which he enjoined.
want a revival,
depend upon it that all the provisivnal agencies
of gracc are as ready now as they will be in
any of the coming months. —Western Christian
Advocate.

MINISTERS CANNOT DO THE WORK OF

THE WORLD'S EVANGELIZATION.,

What are the few thousand ministers ia this
country, compared to the thirty millions of the
population! We are numerically too small.
You miglt ¢s well bave scut ten brigadier-gen-
erals without any troops to conquer the South-
ern Confederacy. Leaving their swords at
home, they would bave conquered you with
their penknives. Sin, with its army of drunk-
enness, and lust and crime, bas not yet put out
half of its strength, for it can beat us, and not
balf try.
cities to~day—sobriety or intemperance ? Hon-
esty or fraud? Infi.
delity or the gospel? Light or darkness?
Heaven or bell ? If you are an bonest man,
you confess that the latter bave gained the vic-
tory? What is the matter? Aie the gospel
weapons Is the sword of the
Spirit dull?  Are the great howitzers of truth
at 100 short range to throw the bombshells into
No, no! The great
want, and the only want, is more troops! 14
stead of five or ten thousand ministers, we want
two million men and women, sworn that they
will seither eat uor sleep until they bave slain

Who is getting the victory in our

Purity or uncleanness ?

insufficient ?

the enemy’s fortress?

iniquity. But how, if you cannot get them ?
Suppose after a long war, the President should
make proclamation fur one huncred thousand
men, and they were not to be bad? Bu: the
Church has not sent a thousandth part of its
strength, and tke troops are encamping by the
still waters of Zion, when they ought to be at
the front, and would be if you gave them a
chance, and made thew ready for the heat and
terror of the contest.

Ministers are numerically too small.
do ihe best they can.
worked class on earth.

They
They are the most over-

Many of them die of
dyspepsia, because they cannot get the right
kind of food to eat, or petting the right kiud,
are so hurried that they take it down in chunks.
They die from consumption, cowing trom early
and late exposure. It a novelist or a bistorian
publizh one book a year, he is cousidered in-
dustrious. [But every faithful pastor must
originate enough thought for five or six vol-
umes every Ministers receive esough
calls in a year from wen who have maps, and

Year.

wmicdicines, and lightning-rods, and pictures to
sell, tu exhaust tueir vitality. Toey are bored
with agents of all sorts. They are stood iu
draughts at funerals, and poisored by the un-
ventilated roows of invalids, and waited upon
{ by committees who want addrcsses made, un-
til life becomes a burden to bear. It is not
bard study that wakes ministers look pale. It|
is the infinity of interruptions and botherations

to which they are subjccted. If I die betore
my time, it will Le at the hand of committees
that waot an address or a lecture.
called on me to give bim a lecture by which
be might pay the expenses of his wedding-trip. |
Sometimes, after I have been working for weeks
trom six o'clock in the morning until eleven
o'clock at night, I have heard of some hypoch-
ondriac with & run around or a bang-nail who
threatened to leave the church if I did not pay
Lim more attention. If there were fifty bours
in each day of the year, and I worked torty of

A mau jusi

work of the palpit to
world than it is the work of the pew.
g0 to ruin, there will be as much blood on your

them, 1 could not do the work of this one par-
ish;

and I am not belind most clergymen in

disposition to toil.

Numencally too small. It is no more the
couvert and save this

It wen

skirts as on wine.

Let us quit this grand farce of trying to save
the world by s few clergymen, and let all hands
lay bold of the work.
ches two or three hundred aroused and quali-
tied men and women to belp. In most church-
es to-day, five or ten men are compelled to do
all the work.

at their wit's end how to carry ona prayer-

Give us in all our chur

A vast majority of churches are

meeung it the minister is not there, when there
ought to be encugh peut-up emergy and reli-
gious firé to make & weeting go on wih such
power-that the minister would never be missed
The Church stands working the pumps ot a
few ministerial cisterns uutil the buckets are
dry and choked, while there are thousands ot
tountains trom which might be dipped up the
waters of cteroal lite.

Religion will make headway in hat factories
when you can send there, baptized by the spir-
We want men in all the
occupations, in the name of God, to throttle the
sins of their own trade.
conquer the plumber's shop, or the mason's
wall, or the carpenter's scaffolding, or the tin-
‘ner’s roof, or the printer's type-room, until
‘converted plumbers, and wasons, and carpen-

Religion will never

ters, and tinpers, and printers carry it {there.
Some wmen are so protound in their education
they do not secm qualified tor this mission. Youn
cannot send the Great Eastern up the Penob-
scot River. Protoundly educated men scem to
‘*draw 100 much water” to get up such (a
stream. [ bave bheard finely educated men in
prayer-meeting talk in sentences of Miltonic
atHuence, yet their words fell dead upon the
meeting, bot when some poor, uneducated man
arose, and said, ** I suppose you fellers think
that because I don’t know nothing, I haven't
no right to speak. But Cbrist bas converted
my soul, and you know I was the miserablest
chap in town; and it God will pardon we, He

will pardos you. Come to Jesus! Come
now !"—the prayer-meecting broke down with

It is a grand thing to be ac-
curate in speech; but get out with your gram-
war! if youare going to let the lack of ac-
quaintance therewith keep a man down when
God Almighty tells him to get up !'—ZXew. 1.
W. D. Tallmadge in the Methodist.
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DR. GUTHRIE'S SECRET.

religious emotion.

Rev.

lowing

Mr. Taylor, ot Liverpool, gives the fol-
account of the manner which Dr.
Guthrie became such a master of the art illus-
tration :

*“ 1 do not know that there is a ministor eith-
er in the old country or the new, who could so
arrest at the beginning of his discourse and
boid it unbroken to the ¢nd, the attention of
his hearers, as Dr. Thomas Guthric ot Edin-
burgh ; but it was not always so with him. God
cast his lot in & northern parish in Scotland
and be bad there a Sabbath afternoon class.
Part of the exereises of [this class was tor each
to repeat as much of the sermon as be could
remember. To the amasement ot the preach-
er, and somewhat also to his regret, be discov-
ered that those passages of bis scrmon, which
le, in his ignorance, thougbt the most telling
and the mostjlikely to be remembered, were not
brought up at all, but this and that illustration,
were brought up, and the truth connected with
them. So gathering wisdom}from the discov-
ery, be began to try to make all his sermons
consist of such things as the members of his
church remembered, until at length they came
to remember the sermon from beginning to end.
If Sunday school teachers were to proceed upon
a plan like this, wesbould very soon engage
the attention and interest the hearts of chil-
dren.”

in

THEN AND NOW IN UTAH.

Mormonism, if now thoroughly blotted trom
existence, would stand out in history as baviog
made up a singular page in the annals of the
United States for the ninteenth century. Its
career, bas been one of succcsstul domination
on the part of crafty leaders over credulous
multitudes—the material out of which are man-
ufactured tanatics and dupes. The delusion,
born in Palmyra, New York, translated thence
to Kirtland, Obio, thence to Indepeadence,
Mo., thence to Nauvoo, lil., and finally to Salt
Lake city in Utah, has grown with cach m igra-
tory In its distant home among the
Rocky Mountains, isolated, far removed from
the presence and touch of govermental power,
it for a time bade defiance to the authority of
the United States. In 1850 the Egderal Judges
were driven from Utah by threats of violence.
Colonel Steptoe was then av.mnmd Gov-
ernor vice Governor Brigham Young remov-
ed, and was sent thither with a battallion
of soldiers, but so great was the rage of
Brigham Youog and the Mormous that he
found it convemient to resign and go on with
his force to California. In 1556 the Mormons
compelled Judge Drummond to break up his
courtand drove him and the United States
officers from the Territory. It was hardly
vetter for Gov. Cumming a little later when
be attempted to reach Salt Lake city 1and gov-
ern the Territory, but was forbidden by a
proclamation ot Brigham Young to do so, and
was only allowed to get so wear as camp
Floyd.

It is different now. The United States
(Governmeut 1s waking its authority be respec-
ted. Law is enforcing its just clains aganst
vivlence and licentiousness. A Mormon elder,
Hawkius by name, has been l:ulnu.'lr'! fl biga-
my, aud sentenced Lo pay s fine of 8500 and
undergo three years imprisonment with bard
labor. Otber prominent Mormons have also
been arrested, as Daniel H. Wells, Mayor ot
Salt Lake eity, and Hosea Stout, tormerly a
(reperal. Warrants bave also been issued for
the arrest of Brigham Young, bis son Joscph,
and Orson Hyde une of the twelve aposties ot
Mormooism; but they have all fled. The
charges against these officials relate to murder
and violence committed years ago. Judge
McKean is doing bis work firmly and vigor-
ously, and is entitled to ‘be thanks of the na-
tion. When be began he was met by threats;
then by efforts to bave him removed ; but bra-
vado bas now changed into the outcry of porse-
cution for conscience sake. Rather a bad cou-
science that offentls the Clristian civilizatioa !
the age! The United States District Court in
Utah is doing aa efficient work in the iuterest

step.

of public morals.— Pittsburg Advocate.
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