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proviso contained in their circular, as
we published it two weeks ago, would
seem to us to imply that something of
this kind is to be feared, as there isa
gp' cial provision in the circular to the
effect that o dencwination s to pre-
dominate in the proposed association.
This secms to us to imply the predom
inance of the muzjority of the mem
{

bers, or at Jeast the matter will prob

ably come to this before the association |

will be many mouihs old, Wedesmed !

it our duty to call attention to this
feature, the more e as the
pjority in the association will not
all represent & majority of the Chrie-
tian world, nor even a majority of non-

ially

Catholic Christians ; for even among

non-Cat 25 who believe the prineip

mysteries of Christian

majority would sustain mnearly eve
dor
which is called in question by some

ry
rine which Catholics believe, but

minor sect,

It may be also that the gentlemen
whose nameg are appended to the cir-
cular have no thought of bargaining

away doctrines of Christianity as a

condition of reunion. Buat in protest

ing against such a thing being at
tempted, we did not raise a bugaboo
which is but an imaginary being.
The like of this has been a thing ot
frequent occurrence in the past, and
there was no stretch of imagination in
our supposing that something of the
kind might be contemplated in the
present movement, We deemed it
proper to point out that Catholics can
not be parties to any transaction of the
kind.

That these remarks may not be mis
understood, it is well we should add
that though the doctrines of the Cath
olic Church are immutable, this is not
the case as regards her disciplinary
laws. These laws, such as the regula
tion of fasting days,days of abstinence,
and feasts, the rites and language
used in the celebration of Mass and the
administration of the sacraments, the
material and form of sacerdotal vest-
ments, and even the law by which
celibacy is enjoined on the clergy are
disciplinary. The Church has good
reason for her present discipline on all
these matters, but there may be good
reason under certain circumstaunces to
modify it to a greater or less extent,
but this she woull do only when the
gravity of the circumstances would
justify a change, or render it desir-
able.

The Rev. Mr. Shortt's letter is as
follows :

I'o the Editor of the CATHOLIC RECORD :

Dear Sir—As a member of the commitiee of
the Canadian Society of Christian Unity, I
would like to thank you for publishing our
letter and for your kind words upon it. May I
do one thing more ?

1 would like to correct a false impression
which we seem to have made upon your mind
as to our exact object. We want noone tosub
mit to a majority vote of the association, much
less d) we aim at any bargaining away doc
trines. We can represent nokedy bui our-
geives, individuals believing ourselves to be
Christians, voluntarily gathered into a gociety
for furthering /he desire for unity. * Where
there is a will there i3 a way.” Multitudea are
satisfied with a divided Christendom. We are
not ; and we hope in an association of all sorts
to learn more of one another’s real position as
well as to help in some degree towards making
2 more widespread feeling that the present
divided condition i3 sinful. The most uzeful
members of the society will be those who hold
their principles mostfirmly. Great Councils of
representative men mugt some day do the
necessary legislating.

Again thanking you,

I remain,
Yours traly,
Charles H. Shortt.

=t. Thomas', Toronto, Dec. 10, 1807,

We thoroughly agree with Mr,
Shortt's view that tho present divided

state of Christendom is sinful, for it
was evidently Christ's wish that His
Church should be oune fold under one
shepherd, aud accordingly He pro-
nounced a most severe condemnation
against those who would; not receive
His Apostles whom He sent with the
commission to preach His Gospel to
avery creature, The blame for the

division must rest upon those who re

fused to accept the teachings of the

Apostles and their lawful successors,

and especially of the successor of

stles.

St. Peter, the chief of tho Ay

DIOCESE OF CHARL

Charlottetown Examiner, Dec. 11.

The new cathedral now in course of con-
struction in this city gives awple promise of

nengof church arch
nada. Now that

heing one of the best specin
itecture in the Dominion of L
the exterior is in a great

bui.ding, is certainly a gem in that line

The f
To
sence of the European

to its beauty
simply erand, and
impressive magn

cathedrals, which for centuries have been the

admiration of the art-loving traveller.

The interior of ;the church, when completed,
promigses to be equally if not more gorgeous
than the exterior. The main church floor ex-
tending from the main portals to the altar i3 of

immensge superficial proportion, and the seat

ing capacity will be very great indeed. Be-
re are aleo two side

sides tne organ gallery ihe
galieries which may be used when necessary.

The main portion of the basement is divided
into two parts, one of which will be used as a

chapel for ordinary services during the week
The other is for Sunday s8¢
also for & lecture hall. The v
made of brick and concrete, are also of excel

lent construction, being separated from the rest
of the building by tightly cemented walls. At
the rear end of the basement is the furnace
room, already furnished with two spleudid

steam boilers for heating the building.

The entrances sto the basement are both by
the front and by the rear of the building. In
the front a spiral stairway leading from the
main vestibule descends in each of the two
towers to the basement, and also ascends to the
zalleries. Stairways are also placed leading
o the basement chapel from each of the rear

vestibules, in all making the entrauces very | reasonand of r

n man anything which s
The main vestry {8 very conveniently ar- | reason. |y
ranged, being placed about midway bet
the basement and the upper church fix
that it may be utilized wi y
gervices in both places, Iuthe basement, how

€n | s
8, 80 "
for

ordinary use in the
sume pline
:ach
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veel
ually

the
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successful in completing
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A DISCUSSION ON THE BIBLE,

The Remarks of Rev. Father Davis and

vouchers, his document will not,
niertained by the eourt
+ prineiple applies to the unbeliey
the Bible, and unless the Rev

very

WHAT DRE. GAILBRAITH SAID.
. GENTEMAN'S REPLY
PONDENT'S CRITICISM OF

To the Editor of the Sun:
I notice in your issue
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To the Editor of the Sun @
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1eaning but to me u
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sincere sympathy

my thanks for his wel
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sure completed,
one can observe the siriking and impressive
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1o the height of about sixty feet over the m.xm‘
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his witness to his Bible,
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may commend 1ts

every reason
the unbeliever
by mere chat
Doctor has some | logical
may enter
he
as reported in the above extracet from his
unbeliever must come out

even by the Iufidel ¢
who declines to be
and buncombe, in the place of
argument,
reason and conscience
The Christian world views with indignation
and alarm the widespread infidelity of the da
which relegates the Bible to the class of mytr
ise, or § and fables,
our common reason is only a delusion and a | eally erying
v and indifterent
of this twofold evil
for it can be esily tr
ligious platforn, whic
ware Lo the one by the
Bible and its message, and
eother by maudiin sensational
wyoiry o palm ofl as true rel

contribute their full

Madoc, Dee.
Ring out y¢
Chimes happy ¢
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The glac

Hang up your stockings
And hie to your bed
Old Santy is coming
With rein-deer and sled.

I hear on the breeze
A far

As he

e new woman ha

ministar or
the old, old story of the g
last week to the novel illustr

4 In Chicago thay go

way of presenting

further, and
pulpit address takes the place of what has
hitherto been tha mathod used in the pulpits,
Tha Rev. Robert Mcintyre in the course of a
gsormon on ' Old P i

first class consists of those who
never had a chance 1o marr
old maids was once listening
ing her expariences,
she had prevailed upon her first two hus
bands to allow
after death.
< | roasted to death in a conflagration.
i« just like the injustice of things,’ said the
10. | old maid, ‘1 have been trying all my life to
get a husband, without success, while that
woman has husbands to burn,” "’
If not very editying,

address is, fo say 3¢
Such lanpguage will
souls, howaver,

husband had leen

the new style of
Ipast, entertaining.
id much in the win-
St. Thomas Journal,
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practical and
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ANOTHER BURCHARD.

(Cwesar had
Cromwell, Blaine his

Burchard, and Mz,
s a Methodist preacher named
Johnson, Oa Thanksgiving day this godly
1ad a sermon before the President,
and in the course of his remarks he informed
the Deity that the three greatevils threaten -
i rum, socialism, and
Jesuitry. By Jasuitry, of course, ignorant
men usually mean Catholicism, i
is said, passed over the I’resident’s face as he
listened to the blundering preacher who was
doing his best to Burchardizs him; and we
was genunine reverence for the
place and the occasion which deterred the
| President from resenting such language on
the spot; for he is certainly not a higot.
com- | Nevertheless, Brother Johnson is recognizad

a8 tha President’s pastor, and his unfortun-
5 | ata words have compronised Mr, McKinley
in the eyes of tha country,
s8ize the opportunity
missed, and enter

ing this republic

! a dignifiad but uncom
promisiug disclaimer agaiust the preacher,
| —~Ave Maria,

PROF, ROENTGEN,

Prof, Roentgen, the

verer of the '' X
rays,”'is a Catho i that he is »
devout a client of ti Virgin that he
bstains from mest ever | it N
h I Itis anot ' f 1l \

rtion of the )

t 1y de 1
LCE are | i ( "
tiey | € i v

I'he men of 3
vrites 'rofesson v
varsity of Chicago, i earchu

U'ha Meani t 1al Movemer

in arecent issue of the Awerican . Jonrnai of
Cl In thn statement, Professor
b epitomizes the whole reason aud righte
1sness of the

I'ne averaga workingman is disc 1
not, as a ruie, be J
! m

In America, he
right, as phrased by

iis inalienable
s of our fred
and the pursuit of haj
J'but to quote again trom Professo
Small, “conditions have changed so ti
wnds of men d
ands 1
gains in civiliza !
the average mun " to these rights.
Is there auything reprehensible
Christian staudpoint, in this tight for secur-

pines

sliave and ot
t the 1
d the title of

f standing grourd : security of op
ecurity ot personal recoguition
among the shareholders in the inheritances of
the age scurity of a man’s chance to he
man; eecuri'y that the mighty impersonal
powerof capital and organization ul not be

lowed to march masses of men hod
individual men, in pursuait of gchemes vast
in aim, but needlessly terrific in means

po

It is not wise to be over emphatic to day,
with the workingman about thisduties, it one
is not prepared to grant with equal emphasis
his rights.  Who recognizes his truth better
than does Pope Leo X111 in his great Eueye
:al on the Social Question, wher
merely instructs tho workingman to bear the
bardships of bis daily lot as a help to obtain.

ing Heaven, but to mitigate that hard lot as

much as ke can, that the temptations pecu
liar to poverty and oppression may not prove

too mueh for his spiritual strength He
its of even the humblest to a

dwells on the ri;
frugal comfort ; to time for thought of other
than the material interests that must needs
be very engrossing to the man who has all he
can do to keep body and soul together ; even
to racreation and family life, afier the man
ner of other human beings.

He favors labor organizations, and points
out how effectively the acquirement of small
stakes in the land by a multitude would
hinder the excessive adding of field to field
to which the rich are addicted.

It is good to see Catholic societies and
atholic publications taking up the social

movement in the spirit of the great Leo

NXIII. Inthe current Catholic World, we
find a thoughtful article on *'The Church
and Social Work,” which suggests in one
brief sentence a special reason for organized
Catholic interest in the social movement :
‘“The resources of religion are derived from
the poor.”

It may fairly be urged that the Church in
America, as elsewhere, is

of material charity : and her hospitals and

orphanages, her Sisters of Charity and Little
Sisters of the Poor, are cited in indisputable

evidence,

But our Holy Father implicitly suggests,
as a crying need of the time which none can
meet so well as tha Church, that anticipative
beneficence which has for object to keep
as many as possible out of the need of the
ministrs
for the aged, or orphanage, or infant asylum,
to say nothing of the reformatory.

The writer in the Catholic World is under

the inspiration of a visit to the Mills House
(the Workingman's Hotel), New York, and
embellishes his article with views of its ex-
terior and interior,

“The work of social improvement,” he
ve, ' emanating from any honest service
may demand the active assistance of the
clergy and laity because of their obligation

to promote love and holiness among man
kind” ; and he holds up for Catholic consid

eration what has been done tor the working
classes in London, under the impulse of the
Oxford Movement, by graduates of Oxford

and Cambridge.

e asked the active and lintelligent in-

terest of the priests, diocesan
and of the well to do laity, i’}
the spirit of the Mills House,

1le would rouse the laity out of the com
fortable conviction that tl
1igh for the poor wi
buted to all tha coll
The contribution
in the life of their
We want them to join
literary associatic
lecturers from time (o1
men’s (880 4 in
ously lecture
literature and science A
poorer brethren will be of in¢
to both. The well to-do will have th
ness that th are doing humane
work in elev 1w and comfortn lives that
liad little to rejoice raise them : their poor
er brethren will repay them with affeciion and

ions for charities.

e consious

nd

respect, than which we kuow of no higher

prize on earth

Wa hope this thoughtful article wiil have

not
ip

a wide and fruitful reading. Why are
able numbor of our wealthier Catholics

parently so prejudiced against any move-

ment which brings them in immediate asso
ciation with the poor of their own Faith
Boston ’1lot.

s -
“YELLOW ' PREACHERS.

The name * vellow,'” as applied to sensa

tional newspapers, has led naturally, to the
3 dinctive to deseribe those

s0 of the same
preachers who
sermons in wi
understand it, is used very little indeed, if at
all, in their extravagant utterances : until
“yellow” preacher is now a current and re
cognizad expression.  In this connection wo
racall an item printed in the Springlield Re
publican, sbout a ** yellow " pulpiteer in
Wabash, Iud,, who ina sermon, recently,

ya specialty of
tha Gospel,

whipped out a big cheese kuife and drew

it across his throat, **No blood was shed,’

says our contemporary. ‘It was only the
y ot emphasizing a
vivid point in his discourse on the text:
* Put & knife to thy throat if thou be a man of
appetite,” For steady Sunday diet," adds |

preacher’s original w

the itor, '* we should prefer the mur
der pictures of a New York new
sgpaper to the reverend goentlon
cheese knife illustrations.” Of co
would, neighbor, and so would any

journal may be borne with more or less equ

animity, simco the daily newspaper rarely
makes pretensions to any higher ideal than

he not

and always has
been doing a tremendous work as a dispenser

tions of the frea hospital, or home

| tho
!\u justity its revol

» want s participation
hler co religionists, |
cluba with them, in
help them in obtainin
rworking

ble benetit

imd noble

ivering |
aven as they l

18

right-
minded man, Sensationalism in a public

|
[V’I'A! f money-making, but the minister,

o be aservant of ( , who de
ind  theatrical tricks in
Armons efisetive 1s desery

mtempt,—Sacred Heart
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n ieate '

I 1
de raely rs Dar
t rs It wa n uter up
¥ st ( 1 m I 1
W ! be true sl ni price
boor nd beni

'hat el wi it pleased tha Om
nipotent n worl «‘
poor v atill h ho
through | r hstan l
pr § \ ! ! 1
1 hey it theso sub |

trust,  As we
rtin theinestim
1, We ae und
rosimulacrnm of
cheorfully
on 1 i

ings a lighteningr of the
welrhing whatever lightening
it entails. God, we kuow. o

rt, tar, far ont
of tho pockat
w the cheerful
giver, because in giving gladly and gener
ously, he imitatas in spirit His boundless all
comprehensive charity. The heart that is
filled with charity as well
one that truly enters upon
the Christmas festival,
While the music of the children's ylad
laughtar mingles with the chiming of the
jovons Christinas bells, lat us remember the
children of the poor-—those to whom Santa
Claus never pays a visit, for whom the bright
and glhittering Christmas trea is never reared,
Lat us remember the aged and the decrapt
the strong man stricken down by sickness,
the widowad, tha orphaned,  Christ came for
all these as well 23 tor us and our own loved
well-tended curled darlings. Ha will no
have coma for us if wa in our seltishnoss for
get them,— Philadelphia Catholie Standard
and Times.

mility is the
o calabration of

-
THE CHURCH AND SOCIALISM.

Ave Maria,

On a priori grounds, the leading states-
men and sociotogists of the day have de
clared that tha Catholic Chureh alone can
withstand Sceialism ; and that she alone can
““ride the whirlwind and direet the storm
which, we are assured on all sides, the com-

ing century will bring, It is pleasant to be

able to supplement the prophecies of states
men with the testimony of a well known Ger
man socialist, Herr Bebel, who can not he
charged with partiality for the Church
Speaking in Cottbus, Silesia, a Protestant
rhold, Herr Bebel said :
rom the time that Luther placed him.
the side of the princas, Protastantism
has ever accommodatad itself to tha wishes of
tha mighty. Quite otherwise Catholicity.
The latter has long recognized that no
Church can contend forever against the
wishes of the people. Leo N1IL hunself
has said : ' 1t is necossary that the Church
shonld step in, that the workman may obtain
his just wage.” Emiuent theologians of the
Joasuit Order have declared that neither
nature nor religion requires any particular
form of government, ‘U'he latter must rather
depend upon considerations of a practical
charactar,  In consequence of the position
taken up by the Catholic clergy —who, more
over, enter into relations with the working
man quite different from those of the Kvange
lical preachars— Social Democracy heen
far from gaining the same amount of ground
in purely Catholic districts as in regions
which ave preponderatingly  Evangelical,
Tha Protestant clergy may go on sowing ; it
is not they, but Social Democracy, that will
reap. ’

- <>
CHRISTIAN UNION,

The desira for union that has found expr
sion amonyg the represantatives of I'rotestant
snacets in recent years is the tardy recognition
of an important truth, namely, that unity is
essential to tha perpatuity of the Church of
Christ on earth

But Protesta
this 1

cannot acceept and act on
thout r ing and repudiating
riple on which Protestantism

rainst {

the

Church,
Vhen  Martin |
eran at first 1 stood
knowled;. that the Church
up to his time, one in
faith, lad he rebelled

ing anthority in the Church
broken from Church unity

and to return to unity he ha
b under obe 0 to the laws
which ho had rabelled.  But he went further
than thic, He rebelled against the teaching
authoritv of the the Church and set up his
private judgment against tha official judg
ment ot tl Supreme Court of Chriy
He aflirme at thare is on earth no inter

preter of revealed truth and law of God but
the mind of the individual

In establishing this principle to justify his

dom

Church ho not only broke from the unity of
the Church, but ha made return to that umty
impossible to all those who accaept his prin
ciple as a rule of faith,

This principle is essentially segreg
contrifugal, and,if logically earried ont,

destructive ot local and oolitical unity and
order as it is of religious unity and « r
Had Luther appliad it to the civil laws of hi
country he would have been a \

it the

been

d had he n
would on i

wrebist in ¥, ¢
rule of hie conduct ho
considered a criminal in practiceo,

But Luther never intended it to he a per
manent or first principle of religion t wis
to him a present expedient, 118 subseguent
conduct proves this, for it wasnot long bufore
he began to denounce and anathematize all
those who prefarred their own private judg:
mant to his.

Lot us try to imagine the condition of
fairs if the principlo of private judgment
were applied in civil and political lite —to this
repubhie, for instance, Fach citizon 18 made
the judge of the law, and deter mines whether
it is good or bad 1 whaother he will obay it
or not, The State disclaims all right to dic
tato to him or to interferein any manner with
his judgments ; disclaims the right to compe 1
obediaues to the law, or to interpret it, leav
ing all this to the citizen. The citizan is the
sole terprater of the meaning and applica
tion of tha law ha is the court of last resort,
and the executive in his own case, 'I'bis is
political private judgment carried to its log:

yoraingt the law and faith of the

ical issno,  Then on the ption of this prin-
ciple, wo must abolish &ll oy urts, Supreme
nd State udges, sher Il must
1o, for the individual cit ith his private
nt is all 860 in o nly s his
pr e ent ipren )
1 " the ] Aol ntor
vhat his g i t i
. task f n
pl |
5
I 1
4 bod | |
| t
A1 y n
\ ! \ d ha mnt \
We { §
| taken pl
| o
1 n ¢ n, ske
rel
I'uis fact is 80 glaving, so blistering to 11
Ve tl the ropresentatives of th
ts are sorionsly looking abou
for nethod bich a union, or a
¢ " 1y be ¢ )
Pt in they cling the fulse prin
) | 0 Il efforts toward
I m vwill g yabortive, Uni mong
n ean never ba | bt about in Church ox
t VNOLL e guttion ol & con
1 withority, whose de
{ heir order,
nd yindividual can
il without ing himself to the
! £ ostracism, exile, excommunica-
o thi is found in the
) rnment « othelal inter
¢ w, ] urt,  This con-
rity 1 toun 10roVer  society
W tover may be the form of govern
ner rapublica
1 i 1 v oils analogue in the
{ the Kingd: { Christ on earth
la I whistm this central and contral
& priney Foanthorty s wanting,
nly thar, but an opposite, antagomstic,
e trali Hsinfagratiog principle is
v d and made the fHundation ; the prin
1 of pr
hop ng 'rotestants while
matntainin pleis as v 15 that

cateh larks when

i unity in Christ

ym can be realized
o by a common recogoition of the tact
that Christ est had This Charch as a gov
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PROTESTANT IDOLATRY

I'he honor pad to the saints, and partie
ularly to the Blassed Virgin, in the Catholie
Chureh s a perpetual stumbling blck toour
Protestant friends, 1t is, however, 4 stumb
lingz block of their own ereation, tor if they
would beliove Catholics — who surely ought to
know their own faith - instead of clinging to
tharr old traditionary ideas, they would soon
know that Catholies do not pay to the saints
the supreme honor which they pay to God.
I'he  doctrina jcontaifad  in the catechism
which is taught to all Catholie children, will
surely be accepted by the most suspicious
Protastant as fairly representing Catholic
teaching, and on this point the catechism is
very clear and explicit.  Regarding the
saints in general, we find the following

In explanation of the first comm andment :
Q. Are wae forbidden to honor the saints ?
A, Wo are not forbidden to honor the saints
it we only honor them as God's special friends
and faithful servants, and it we do not give
them supreme or divine honor, which belongs
to God alone. QDo Catholies distinguish
batween the honor they give to God and the
honor they give to the saints when they pray
to God and the saints 7 A, Catholies dis-
tinguish batween the honor they jzive to God
and the honor they give to the saats ; for of
God alone they beg grace and mercy, and
of the saints they only ask the assistance of
their prayers. (). Isit lawful to recommend
ourselves to the saints and to ask their pray
ore? A, It s lawful to recommend ourselves to
the saints and  to  ask  their prayers,
as it is  lawful, and a  very pious
practica, to ask the prayers of our fellow-
croatures on earth, and to pray for them,
Rogarding the Blessed Virgin in particular,
the catechism contains the following : Q. I8
it lawful to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary ?

It is lawful to honor the Blessed Virgn,
since God Himselt has so moch honoted her,
and the Scripture says @ “All nations shall
call her blessed, Luke, i, 15) Q. What
honor do wa giva our Blessed i A,
Wa honor our Blessed Lady more than all
the other its, hoecause sha is the mother of
Giod 3 but we never give her divine or supreme
howor, which is due to God alone.”  Surely
there is nothing in all this to which any fair-
minded Protestant could take any serious ob
jnction, and, at all avents, it is very far re-
moved from idolatry.”  An  interesting
illustration  of the slender grounds in
which the charge is levellad apgainst
Catholics  is  furnished b a recent
controversial pamphlet enti :
the Catholic Church in Eogland ' by the
Right Rev, G. Y, Browne, D, ), Auglican
Bishop of Stapney In this work Bishop

vritas Loo NI1LI uke of * the

vayvs paid by the English

Apostlos a8 primacy
uld eall spocial
hip'! I'he

1., has takon up the
wol according
it 'rotestants are
meurable  dolatry

o Dr. Browne has
s of idolatry. But

- th in In

Biblo Luke
Iriond, go up

u  have worship
1t st at meal with
thee Onr Catholie forefathors used to wor

hip the Mothar of God Forschosauf holy
mayde that y rship the' and even their

own parents—' God that comaundedest to
worship fader and moder’  but modern Pro
testants go further gtill Ponnyson advises
a youth
ol e madden on \
hie yoars of noble decd

PProtestants have even heen known to wor-

hip whe Mayor of a provineial Corporation,
{ to style him * Y rsiin ! Nay
Bishop hi when he mar-
riad, he helps othars to
y, committe aind helps others to com

this « in.  For, in the marriage
vien in his Churceh, d not the bride
groom say: ‘Withmy body 1 thee w wrship 2
I commend to the Bishop of Stepey’s

notice,” he continues, ‘*the distinction,
whether any Catholic child might be expect-
ed to exp him hotween latria, hyper
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In his controversy with Father Breen ho
Jaimed to bs a historian i a theologian.
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