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IE WITH THE BRIAR-1
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(From M. A. P.)
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SIR JOHN RIGBY. —'.Wherever 

you had seen him you could not 
bave mistaken him for anything but 
an Englishman. Stout, thick-eet, 
rough-hewn, with the tendency to an 
enlarged waist which is the charac
teristic of most of his race as they 
reach middle age, with an abrupt 
manner, with a certain rough-and- 
tumble demeanor, and, at the same 

time, an imperturbable air of cheer
fulness and good humor, he was al
most so ridiculously like the legen
dary John Bull as to suggest that 
he was conscious of the fact, and 
tried to dress up for the part. Mr. 
Frank Hill used to say of the late 
Hr. Forster that he was the best 
atage Yorkshireman living. In some 
-respects Sir John Rigby looked so 
English that he might have been 

-called a stage John Bui*, but that 
anything which suggested pose would 
have been an insult to a character 
the most fundamental note of which 
was a majestic simplicity. And the 
man was just what he looked — he 
was thoroughly English to the very 
fibre of his being.

kind of place in which Rigby lived I 
could scarcely believe my eyes when 
I was shown into two rooms, small,

whelm,ng the talents of Rigby were 
■n the law courts, he could be of lit
tle service at that sore hour of 
Gladstone's need in the House of 
Commons. So for the moment Rig- 
t>y had to be silent. It‘was a strange 
and pathetic fate that the voice 
every phrase of which was as ptZ 
Cious as the note of a prima donna 
should have been found less precious 
than silence in the House of Com 
mons. But that is a less Infrequent 
occurrence with great lawyers in the. » wma, small, I great lawyers In the

shabby, crowded with books scatter- Hou==° of Commons than people out- 
ed around, on the worn scifa, on the Sldc the House realize. The first time 
showarfagainst the waIls' Rigby Mr' Balfour heard Charles Russell in 
snowed no consciousness whatever the Ho“s« of Commons he leant back 
that there was anything peculiar in wearily and exclaimed: " And they 
one of the most prosperous men of I me this man makes £17 000 a 
his time living after the fashion of a | year at the Bar!" Mr. Balfour was
young law student preparing for the 

attle of life by graduating in the 
school of squalor and perchance 
hunger. And to complete the pic
ture of the simplicity of the man I 
should add that he proceeded while 
he talked to me to shave his strong 
firm upper lip!

both right and wrong, for there 
never was a speaker like Russell at* 
the bar, and yet he never had even 
an approach to a great success in 
the House of Commons. Jessel was 
an abject failure, and Webster but a 
moderate success, and so one could 
go on.

me frame. Now the end has come 
and this fine, manly, simple man of 
legal genius has passed beyond these 
voices He was not known to many 
outs.de his profession. There were 
Just a few—a very few—who had
sounded the depths of his noble and 
generous nature. A prosperous life 
absolutejr. according to all the 
usual canons, and a life typical of 
thousands in this country and in the 
profession of Rigby. But assuredly 
there are not wanting the elements 
of pathos in all this fierce struggle 
for professional supremacy, and then, 
when the success came, loneliness for 
so long in those squalid chambers in 
Jermyn street, and finally a huddled- 
up and almost tragic close. It 
thus that end so often the realized 
dreams, which in youth and in con
templation seem to make life too 
lovely and intoxicating a romance.

T. P.

I first made his acquaintance when 
I was about to start my first news
paper. One of the peculiarities of 
certain branches of the legal profes 
sion is that a man may have reach- 

I ed supreme eminence in them and yet 
be practically unknown to the out 
side world. The other day I read 
somewhere that when Mr. Gladstone 
had to appoint a Lord Justice, and 
someone mentioned to him the name 
of Mr. Justice Hellish as that of 
man who held a great position at 
the Bar, and as the man above all 
ethers for the great office. Mr. Glad
stone made the naif remark that he 
had never once heard the name of 
Hellish since he had known him as a 
pretty and promising boy at school. 
The truth is that we all nowadays 
live more or less in water-tight com
partments, and that the great men 
of one profession may be quite un
known to even the great men of an
other profession. I daresay Rigby 
was quite as unknown to Mr. Glad
stone as Mellish. He certainly was 
quite unknown to me. He became 
one of my shareholders, and there 
our acquaintance might have ended. 
But. unfortunately, a dispute arose 
between me and some of my col
leagues. I went to Rigby. His share 
in the paper was not large, but he 
formed so strong an opinion on my 
side that he took an eager, active, I 
had almost said passionate interest 
In the struggle.

Lot me conclude the story of 
Personal relations with Rigby i, 
few more sentences. The day at last 
came when my opponents and I met 
for battle at a meeting of share
holders. The entire interest he had 
in the concern was £500—a more
trifle to, him—and in any case he 
cared nothing about money. Yet this 
abrupt, rough-hewn, impatient, over 
worked man came to the meeting, 
and gave to my small cause an ad
vocacy for which thousands of 
pounds would have been willingly 
paid by many of his clients — nay 
more. He had to rush off to the 
courts to attend to a case, but ho 
rushed back again once more to de
fend my cause, and before the strug
gle was over was ready to invest 
£8.000 in my undertaking. Th
struggle ended in a compromise 
much to Rigby's disgust, but that 
was not his fault. This great and 
powerful and wealthy man had
fought for a poor and an obscure 
one with all the energy that the ma 
jority of mankind reserves for the 
strong and the prosperous. From 
that epoch of my life, in which I 
found so much treachery and base
ness. the noble friendship of Rigby 
stands out.

It was then for the first time that 
I came to know Rigby and his char
acter and position. I discovered that 
when I mentioned his name to men 
at the Bar they heard it almost with 
a hush. To them this man, unknown 
to me except by name, represented 
gigantic powers—all that unques
tionable and supreme success which 
is attained by just two or three men 
u a generation. There was but one 
other man of his time who could be 
mentioned, I was told, in the same 
breath as Rigby—that was the pre
sent Lord Davey. One then began to 
realize what kind of a man Rigby

Some years after this, Rigby was 
a member of Parliament and a law 
officer. His Parliamentary- career 
never attained the success and rec
ognition to which his powerful intel
lect and his noble personal character 
entitled him. One of the reasons was 
that he entered political life at too 
late an age and Jiis character was 
too strong and original and inde
pendent to allow him to be adapt 
able. A great reason was that he 
entered at a period when party pas
sion ran high, and when men were 
not very scrupulous in the methods 
they adopted against political oppo
nents. Rigby was law officer to 
Gladstone when he was trying to 
pass his second Home Rule Bill. 
That was the fierce and painful ses
sion in which there occurred the dis
graceful scene when members of Par
liament began pummelling each other 
on the floor of the House — this will 
sufficiently indicate the dominant 
temper of those days.

When it was discovered that Rigby 
had been closured by his chief, be
came the favorite amusement of the 
hot young bloods of the Opposition 
to call out "Rigby, Rigby," several 
times every night. This went on for 
weeks until in the end it descended 
into an almost stale joke. Rigby sat 
through it all unmoved, ami. I be
lieve, even unwounded. There was a 
tremendous lot of bull-like courage 
and tenacity in this massive typical 
Englishman. At last one night Rig
by rose to his feet. The calls for 
him nightly had gone on for weeks, 
and it began to be thought that 
Rigby would never speak again. 
When, then, he arose, there burst 
from the Opposition the wildest 
longest shout that I have heard 
the House of Commons. It was min 
utes before Rigby could proceed 
Whenever he started to speak the 
cheers were again and yet again tak 

up. It looked js if he would 
never be allowed to go on. In th 
end he did speak, and the Opposi 
tion, either because it was exhaust
ed or because, I hope, it was ashara 
ed of «self, allowed Rigby to pro-
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Poor Rigby had certain characteris
tics which gave shallow and iHcna- 
tured observers a false idea of the 
man, and which, to tell the truth, 
were a little eccentric in such a place 
as the House of Commons. Of these 
the most curious was a habit of pro
nouncing certain words so that the 
whole of the ascentuation fell upon 
the last syllable. The word “prose
cutor," for instance, was pronounced 
“prosecutor;" the word “petitioner" 
was pronounced “petitioner;" and so 
on. The Opposition, fierce, powerful, 
angry, mocking, at once seized on 
these little peculiarities — jeered, 
mocked, shouted at Rigby. The 
sight of this intellectual and moral 
giant making sport for the Philis
tines was almost the most painful 
scene I have ever beheld in the House 
of Commons, and it was the more 
painful to me because I loved and 
admired and understood the man. 
Happily, he, I believe and hope, was 
unconscious of the somewhat forlorn 
figure he cut, and his strong, serious, 
unconscious face added to the merri
ment and the mockings of his tor
mentors.

The end of it all was almost as 
strange in its way as the beginning. 
The honesty, the simplicity, the man
liness of Rigby won the love of the 
House of Commons, and he was in 
time a popular favorite where once 
they had attempted to make him a 
popular butt. In time, he would 
doubtless have conquered the place 
there to 'which his gifts entitled him. 
But all this was brought to an end, 
as well as many other things, by _ 
change he made in his life. The death 
of a brother left his two nieces in his 
charge. At once ail that strong^ need 
of affection which had been stayed 
during his fiercely laborious life was 
liberated. He left his squalid cham 
bers in Jermyn street, took for his 
nieces—two charming girls—a lordly 
house in Chelsea, and there, for the 
first time in his life, the mighty law
yer had a real home. In superin
tending the decoration of his new 
home he got into the lift he had fix 
ed in the house, something went 

’rong, poor Rigby was injured, and 
it was impossible that he should face 
any longer the late hours of the 
House of Commons. Before his final 
departure there took place the inci
dent which suggests the title of this 
article. All his life Rigby was a 
huge smoker, and a democratic 
smoker, too. Cigars were not for 
him, still less cigarettes. He stuck 
persistently and consistently to the 
briar-root pipe. One night as he 
rose to address the House there 
dropped from his pocket his briar- 
root-t-LIack, old, common, the pipe 
that only a thorough and seasoned 
smoker could have used. It was a 
touch of nature that made Rigby 
and the whole House kin, and cheer 
upon cheer, rising on the air, placed 
him for once and for ever in the 
foremost rank of the House’s favor
ites.

6 notea dated

The effect on Mr. Gladstone was 
disastrous. This Home Rule Bill 
was the end of all things to him, 
though he alone perhaps knew that 
—and he was sore beset and badger
ed and worried by powerful enemies 

all sides. The law officers were 
the few on whom he could 

» mighty combination

Hô look a Lord Justiceship, which 
became vacant at the* moment when 
his accident made life in the House 
of Commons impossible. He did no- 
change either his habits or his de
meanor with his office, for he w^s 
one of the fine minds that could not 
be regarded as gaining anything by 
dignities. He was true to his
friends, he was true, above all, to 
his briar-root pipe. Some, perhaps, 
were shocked when they saw one of 
the highest judges in the land, even 
while he still wore the full-bottomed 
wig, sucking away at a briar-root 
pipe!

He never, I believe, recovered from 
the accident in the lift, and a few 
years after his elevation to the 
Bench he had to retire on the ground 
of ill-health. I used to see him now 
and then, for he was a neighbor of 
mine, driving in a big carriage, si
lent, apparently, a

We learn that Premier Combes feels 
keenly the indignity, not to say 
worse, that he was subjected to at 
Marseilles. The shots fired at him 
ho ascribes to “blood-thirsty an
archists, the menace of all society 
and order." We would be long sorry 
that Combes or any person else 
should fall victim to the murderous 
instincts of the anarchists; and, de
spite all the evil that he has done, 
and of how little he deserves any 
sympathy—for he knows no mercy 
and feels no sympathy for his own 
victims—we arc thankful that he es
caped. It would have been a very 
happy experience if he were only to 
take a lesson from it. But he should 
be the very last man to speak harsh
ly of the anarchists. He is the 
builder up of anarchy and the educa
tor of anarchists. He has used all 
the power that he possesses to de
stroy every influence that might, un
der any cirumstance, put a check up
on anarchy and violation of all so
cial rights as well as defiance of all 
authority.

The orders whose business it is to 
3 educate youth that the rising 

generation may be imbued with lofty 
and noble sentiments, be respectful 
to authority, devoted to the State 
and be the advocates of order, he 
has scattered in all directions. He 
has pondered to the evil spirit of an
archy, he has fostered the God-hat
ing, murder-promoting scum of Eu* 
rvpean society, and he has raised the 
shield of the law to protect them, 
while, with the other hand, he has 
driven the sword of iniquity into 
those organizations that alone 
could withstand the advances of the 
anarchist.

Will he take the lesson? Not very 
likely. But he should not complain 

the wild beast which he pets, 
feeds, and then lets loose on the 
country, turns on himself and injur
ies him beyond reparation. With 
lavish hand he sows the wind of re
ligious persecution, with correspond
ing equanimity should he reap the 
whirlwind of anarchial revolution. 
These are lessons that God — even 
that same God whom they deny, 
whose name dare not be mentioned 
in their Chambre of Deputies— sets 
before their eyes and with which He 
challenges them to reflect and to 
change from the path which, while 
it is strewn with ruins that they 
have created, ends inevitably in their 
own destruction. Will Combes take 
the lesson? No—for he is blinded by 
fanaticism and his heart throbs no 
longer with pulsations that are hu 
man.

MONTREAlCATHOtlG SCHOOLS
THE EE-OPENING OF THE

Catholic Commercial Academy
And that of the other echoole under the 

control of «he Commission, will take place

MONDAY, 31st AUGUST.
For fuller information, apply to the 

PRINCIPAL or to the DIRECTOR of each 
school.

CO;

MOUNT ST, LOUIS INSTITUTE,
144 Shirbroota St., Montrul.

ELEM8NTARY, COMMERCIAL AHD
Scientific courses,

Boarders should enter on Sbptbmbkr 1st • 
day-scholars, on Sbptimbie 2nd, at 8.30 a.m.’

New Goods 
To the Front !

All the year round there is a stream 
of Novelties running in here, hut for
r a ^rZnH tH7 have been rushing 

flood. Every steamship, and 
almost every freight train entering 
Montreal has added to the aggregation® 
so that every floor, section and lepar"’ 
ment is now bright with NEWNESS 

hP/'CethalU,eS are R°<*.bottom, and 
pàrison * ^ SCrUtin>' and “■»'

724 Sherbrooke St,

A full course in Commercial 
and Scientific subjects. Short
hand by experienced Steno
grapher. A few Boarders 

accommodated. Large grounds 
for recreation,

A. J. HALES SANDERS, PI. A.,
Principal.

C. A BOTSFORD,
Sbcbbtart.

The Misses McDonnell,
«75 LAtiAUtHETIBRE ST .

Will re-open their Classes for 
young ladies and children on

MONDAY, the 81st August.

NEW COLORED DRESS GOODS
NE™^,^EL,NE™ a" *»° now

NE™MEUNE ™ -aw
NEW FLAKE COSTUME TWEEDS ,11
N p w r>ra.tlTnovelties, in stock."ÏSZKÆi

I New Fancy House and Dress Silks
n! W n!“ï “? Üo!or0d Taflbta Silk,. 
NEW Riort anu nOl,0rcd Louisnetto Silks. 
NEW Black and Colored Moire Silks.

SPECIAL.

p.t aôcpcr ,w»wiioe

MFIIIICI HOUSE FLANNELS

NEW SIS, E“broider<-'d Blouse Flannel,. 
NEW w'1 El“n“»>» with fancy border,. 
NEW S.n6 Blr8 L annel” in 0,1 colors. 
NEW IT* S r"”d Bl°u’c Flannel,.
NEW Fancy Blouse Flannels.

JOHN MURPHY â CO.
Metcalfe Street.

Term. Cash.............Telephone Up, me

PATENTS.

1QQ8ILK REMNANTS

New*Yo^k"£ t"" 53 v***y
Pert». Preliminary advice fr*i chSSLS * 

Montreal ; and Wa.hiugtoh, D.C, " » A “

DENTIST.

WLalter <2. Kennedy
Dentist,

883 Qorobester*§treet. Corner Mansfield

INLAND NANIGATION.

TWO CLASSES OF CATHOLICS.

Catholics who never read their own 
press become gradually infected* with 
altogether wrong notions about I 
their Church, her ministers, her reli- j 
gious orders, the morality of Catho
lic nations and their commercial, in
dustrial or intellectual standing. , 
You can readily distinguish between I 
the Catholic reader of the religious I 
press and the Catholic who draws 
the knowledge of his religion wholly I 
from the secular press.—“Pittsburg I 
Catholic."

Richelieu and ©ntario 
Ttamgatioi} (Sompang

A MERICA’S INCOMPARABLE SCENIC AND PLEASURE ROUTE-

“ Niagara 

to 
the 
Sea”

ABOUT THE PAPACY.

A Waterbury Inquirer want, to 
know whether or not a layman can 
be elected Pope.

He can, provided nothing hinder, 
him from entering holy orders, and 
from being advanced to the fulines, | 
of the prierthood. He must, how
ever, remain Pope-elect till he is con- I 
secrated Into the Apostolic office. No 

i exercise the

•m

SUMMER HOTELS
I THE IIIIOI? MCHEIIEII

I MURRAY «AV, OUI.
lïlETIBBiaUoe^

TAoousAc. eve I

£rZZ.‘~*u*1 Rochester, Kingston, 
u...i.nai.i«, Clavton a*___ _

Embracing a delightful soil airoaa Lake Ontario, a trip 
through tho feednatingeoenei y of the Thousand Luands.tbe 
Venice of America), and the exiting desoent of ail tha 
marvellous rapids to

MONTREAL (the Metropolis of Csnsds

QUEBEC (America's Gibraltar)
" | «ajÿtAfarçj^

4991^5


