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you examine and find that there js nothing very costly or remarkable in
any way, but only that everything suits the room and the owner of it, and
the position it ocoupies, and seems fitted for the work required of it
Another room, more gorgeously furnished, with finer pictures, handsome
books, more costly ornaments, may not afford you the same satisfaction,

5 € most costly and rare things may
be arranged so as to produce an equally harmonious, and therefore,
it, and do not impress the eye as if trying
do their work, as well as stand in

ings. It may be contended that this is Art, that high Art, which by
careful labour and study, arrives at perfeot naturalness, (to borrow a word
from Mr, Carlyle.) But, though this may be true, and there be art in the
Arrangement, it i3 taste which dictates and appreciates, TIn the instance

Just taken, it is evident that more study, more knowledge, we may say,

There would be more danger of their clashing,

more danger of the in.
trinsic worth or beauty of a

ny one thing overbalancing its neighbours and
becoming obtrusive, For obtrusiveness is wholly opposed to taste, A
perfect chord strikes on the ear, not as a multitude of sounds, but as one
complete and harmonious tone, each component note fulfilling and com.-
pleting the other ; if one predominate the unity is marred,

On towards this perfeotion of harmony, producing the repose of unity,
does taste stretch, as it proceeds from feeling to knowledge, it besomes,
from an unreasoning instinet, a reasoning and reasonable faculty.

Tasteinits office we may compare to the compass of a ship, which points
out the path she should pursue, enables her to keep a direct course, and
under the steersman’s guidance, to avoid shoals and rocks. Thus does
taste direet us in the education of all our powers, point out the best way
in which we may combine our energies of mind and body, and, under the
guidance of heaven, correct the influence of disturbing and evil agencies,
and enable us to avoid many errors and blunders, And, as the value of
the compass seems to be increased, in proportion to the value of the ves. *
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