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The last London “Times" to hand £486,715,042, an increase of about 5 pc. in number 
and of less than 4 p.c. in amount. Putting the 
figures in another way we sec that, while 471,080 
endowment assurance policies were licing added to 
the rolls of the life offices, the increase in the num­
ber of whole life policies was 46,480 only. It 
should lie remembered that, as endowment assur­
ances are comparatively new, the annual waste from 
cla'ms affects chiefly the whole life policies, and it 
would be unsafe to assume that ten times as many 
endowment assurances are now being taken out each 
year as those of the older type; it is, however, com­
mon knowledge that the new business of most life 
offices shows a marked prrpinderance in favour of 
endowment assurances.

The "industrial" life companies during seven 
years have shown an advance in premium incom< 
from £8,078,728 to £11,093,268 and the percentage 
of expenses lias fallen from 44.5 to 43.5. I he num­
ber of industrial policies is immense—24,668,532, 
assuring £241,869649—all, or practically all, Brit- 
ish, ami showing that, after allowing for overlap­
ping, more than half the working classes, men, 
women, ami children, must lie insured with the in 
dustrial life offices.

Srltlih Life contains the following :
The Board of Trade’s annual Blue-

Cwpanl. s. book on life assurance companies (No. 
to) has just been issued. It contains 

the accounts deposited during 11/15, of all life 
and annuity companies which do businessuturani

in the United Kingdom, but the colonial and fore- 
excluded from the summaries,ign companies are 

11 they do not show separately the amount of busi­
ness transacted in this country. As will he 
from tin following table, the premium income of 

and mutual societies transacting

seen

the companies 
"ordinal\ ' life assurance has steadily increased 
during the period covered—the seven years ended 

about Dec mber 31, 1904 and the percentage 
of expenditure to premiums has tended down­
wards
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NET PKtMIVMs AMI EXPENSES (ORDINARY BRITISH 
COMPANIES).
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I he foreign trade of Great 
Britain continues to increase in 

Tr.de In February. spj|c ,,f the* r< ports as to the ex­
cessive number of the uncrii-
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For in my years past it has been well known that 
the puli were mere and more directing attention 
to end ont assurances (payable at a certain age 
or at p \ mus death) a means of in-urance which
,__5 provision to be made for declining years
well a lor premature death. The lcng-establi-h 
ed "u.'i le term of life" assurance has in

<*en to s me extent displaced by the newer 
I he summaries in the ll'/ie-ho* k- -h< w

ployed.
In February last, the imports were $217649,0011 

against $214,224,000 in same month last year 
11ns year 2 nu nth- British imports amounted to 
$505,020.000, as compared with $453,056,000 in 
term IQOJ.

The export-, of British products and nianufac- 
turcs m February was $1431105,000, licing $I7,5(*V 
(xx) more than .1 year ago. For the two months the 
t*\|K rts were $297,770,000, against $251,21)9,000 in 
11/15, the increase this year being $46,471,'000 which 

advance of iH)i per cent. Iron and steel 
goods, lccmotives, cable materials, machinery, 
ships, figure prominently in the jnerease of expirts
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that, a* ding to the latest returns available in 
1900. t! endowment assurances number d 749,4-s 
for £1 *,802,633. The 0 rresponding figur 
ire 1,; 117 endowment assurances fir £208561
430, an crease < f 62 p.c. in number and 57 p.c. in 
«lu** lie whole life assurances, which according 
to the m returns were 958,824 in number, assuring 
£469 138, have advanced only to 1,005,304 for
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