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One of the significant signs of the times in the 
North West of Canada are the elevators being erect­
ed or projected, in the region extending from Fort 
Arthur to Calgary. A list of licenses applied for to 
erect these structures is given in “The Telegram, 
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aggregate capacity will bt* 4,524.400 bushels. The 
elevators arranged to be built by the Ogilvie Mil­
ling Co., the Northern Elevator Co., and other firms 
arc not included in above list. These structures
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are designed to elevate grain for convenient storage 
and delivery, but they will contribute to the eleva 
tion also of Manitoba and the North West Ter­
ritories, consequently of the whole Dominion in 
proscrity.
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THE NAVIGATION LAWS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

The " navigation laws " have been so frequently 
alluded to in articles dealing with the speculations 
of the Morgan syndicate in British shipping circles, 
and so little is generally known about them, that a 
brief description of their nature and scope may not 
be uninteiesting.

The history of these laws extends as far back as 
the fourteenth century, and may be said to have 
begun with an Act passed in 1381, in the fifth year 
of the reign of Richard II. This measure prohibited 
the King's subjects from exporting and importing 
goods in any other than ships 11 of the King's 
liegance." As the volume of English trade at that 
time was larger than the carrying capacity of the 
mercantile marine, it was felt necessary to modify its 
provisions twice in the same reign—in 1382, by an 
Act entitled “ Where no English ships are to be 
had others may be used and, in 1390, when, in 
order to prevent excessive freight charges,’it was de­
cided t > allow English merchants to use whatever 
ships they pleased, so long as the rates demanded by 
English shipowners were unreasonable. Half a cen­
tury later, when the competition of Italian and other 
foreign merchants was beginning to make itself 
seriously felt in England, English merchants peti­
tioned King Henry the Sixth to cause a law to be 
enacted confining business men in countries beyond 
the Straits of Morocco to selling in England only 
the produce of those countries ; and they urged that 
if the trade of the nearer countries -Spain, Portugal 
and others—were confined to ships of those coun­
tries, or to English ships, the navy could be kept in 
better condition, and commodities would be cheaper 
and more abundant. The petition, which was 
adopted by the House of Commons, was rejected by 
the peers, on wlut ground is unknown. In 1463 
laws were passed for the encouragement of the home 
woollen trade, and in one of these there was a clause
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MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

In Manitoba and the Noith West there arc now 
645 elevators in operation with a capacity of over 

millions of bushels. By next season the elevator 
capacity will be raised to 40 millions. The develop­
ment of Manitoba as a wheat grower is shown by 
following data, showing yield of wheat, barley and 
oats several past years :
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