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y 7.—Topic : Giants and grass­
hoppers. Num. 13. 30-33.

The Israelites were within sight of 
Canaan. Their desert march was over. 
They might have gone ahead and been 
out of their difficulty. But they did not. 
Why ? Get that point clear first. They 
did not, simply because they distrusted 
God. The spies had been sent out. 
They made their report. There were 
giants in the land. They were afraid. 
They would not go ahead because they 
did not trust God to give them the strength 
to overcome their enemies. It is 
easy to magnify troubles that we do see 
and so easy to belittle help that we do 
not see. That was the way with them. 
They could see the giants. They could 
not see God. But for all that they 
should have known better than to be 
afraid. Why had God brought them to 
Kadesh ? It was for the very purpose 
to show‘them the way into the Land of 
Promise. But they drew back in 
cowardice. Explain the difference be­
tween prudence and cowardice. It is 
never wise to rush into difficulty ; but 
it is never wise to shrink from it when 
it is in the way of duty. A prudent 
son is one who seeks to make provi 
for whatever may be ahead ; but a 
coward is one who says weakly, “I can’t” 
That is what the Israelites said. They 
were sadly afraid. " badly scared." See 
the spirit of Caleb and of Joshua 
They did not deny the existence of 

emies ; but they did deny that they 
strong enough to defeat the people 

if these would only enter Into the 
promised them so long before, 
it wise to shut our eyes to dlffl- 

y ; but it is a sign of weakness to 
run away from it. The bravest are 
those who. though they know there are 
foes in the way. never turn back, 
push right on. And It is this spirit 
God honors. What the Israelites missed 
by their cowardice ! For over thirty- 
seven years they have to toil on In the 
wilderness because they failed to take 
advantage of this present opportunity. If 
we run away from duty to-day we are 
only bringing suffering and sorrow on 
ourselves to-morrow, and for many 
to come. The one great lesson f
all is to have a i_ _ _ _  __
and an unflinching face to 
lesson Is very entertaining jus 
story ; but we must not let the 
tunlty for improving the mor 
pass by. We are to-day 
through earth to heaven, 
giants in the way.
Name some of them, 
temper, pride, anger, malice, evil-speak- 

lylng, lust, strong drink, Sabbath- 
—a whole 

we before 
gth we are
But with the great and 

to help us we can beci 
conquerors." What shall we d 
Him to help us and then do our 

very best every time we have to fight. 
No hero is ever made by shirking duty. 
It is in doing it and often against odds 
that we are made strong and by this we 
shall be crowned at last. " If God be 
for us. he is more than all that can be 

Inst us.” Have all your members 
ze that beautiful verse to en­

rage them in every fight against sin. 
(Isa. 60. 7.)
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April 30.—Topic : What God thinks 
about grumbling. Num. 11. 1-10.
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Is it not because they are not sufficiently 
thankful for the common mercies of 
daily life ? A dissatisfied mind is gen­
erally the result of an unthankful heart. 
We are all apt to make our blessings 
small as possible and our troubles as 
large as we can. It was so with the 
Israelites in the wilderness with whom 

story deals. It is so yet. What is 
the cure for this spirit, then ? Is it n 
an appreciation of dally blessings, 
some one sing, " Count your blessings.”) 
Truly it will surprise us what the 
has done when we count them up. 
deed, we cannot do so. They are more 
than the hairs of our head. What God 
thinks about grumbling ! What can 
any right thinking person think of It but 
that it Is a very bad habit ? What good 
does grumbling do ? Suppose the day 
is rainy, the dinner late, the roads bad, 
etc., what relief will come from the 
trouble by complaining about it ? Some 
time, and sooner by being cheerful over 
It, the clouds will disperse and 
be bright. It is easy to say, 
grumble,” but I expect some 
say It is " easier said than done. 
Grumbling is a habit. We need not form 
it If we are careful. It will soo 
Just as easy to smile as to frown If we 
get ourselves used to doing It ; but the 
trouble is we don't want to smile. We 
really fleet blue and take pleasure in mak­
ing other people miserable too often. 
Children are very apt to do this in the 
home. There is no place in the world 
where grumbling is so common, and there 

cheerfulness is 
ally here

we all Join together in making 
The habit once formed is certain 

^reak, therefore, 
the bright side. If the Isi 

true to God and to their 
tlon they would have seen how much rea­
son they had to give thanks and how little 
for complaining ; but from one to an­
other the spirit of mistrust and rebellion 

the whole multitude sinned 
de. That is the way 

is very " catching.” 
id soon many are at It. 

out so also is cheerfulness " catching." 
Smile and see how many will smile 
at you. Frown, and you will get a 
frown in return generally. Paul lear 
to be " content." That means to t 
what we have, be thankful It Is no worse, 
and make the best of It. Suppose your 

thes are not as elegant as some’one 
erne s. What if you don’t live in as grand 
a house as another? You may not 
have a carriage or servants! What then? 
These things in themselves do not bring 
happiness. " A contented mind is a con­
tinual feast." Remember that. There

ub

” Billy’s Outside, Mum*'
In one of the districts of B-----, a

town missionary and his 
their home just preparing for supp 
was a boisterous night, the win 
howling, and the door In their little cot­
tage, which opened into their sitting- 
room, was shaking. The husband said 
to his wife, " Who is it knocking ?” 
" Why, no one," said the wife ; " it Is the 
wind shaking the door." But in an­
other minute or two the knock came 
louder ; then said the husband, " I said 

The wife went and opened 
found a poor little ragged f 

standing outside, cold and wet. 
" Well, my boy, what do you want ?” 
“ Please, mum.” said the lad, “ I’m 
starved ; could you give me sum’at 
“ Come in, lad," said the woma 
she sat him before the fire wh 
hurried to make him some bread and 
milk. In a few minutes she placed It 
before him. " Now, boy, eat it up, and 
giet warm." But he looked strange. 
" Why don't you eat It ?" Please, mum. 
Billy’s outside.” “ Who Is Billy?” 
" Please, mum, Billy’s my little brother." 
Do you see what he meant ? He was 
enjoying the warmth, comfort, and now 
going to enjoy his food, but the thought 
of his own brother in the cold and wet 

all the relish away from him. There 
are thousands around us who are our 
brothers, our neighbors ; let us not 

by, but seek to bring them c 
and salvation.
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" Ah," said one little girl to another, 
“ my ma gives me a 
morning for taking a spoo 
liver oil." " And what do you n 
the penny ?" eagerly asked the 
girl, in a tone not devoid of en 
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are many wrinkles on many brows that 
ought not to be there. Many people’s 
mouths turn down at the corners that 
ought to turn up. Mind yours. Keep
your brow smooth, let the corners of your 
mouth turn up, and above all strive to 
maintain a thankful heart in your breast 
at all times.
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