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MY KIRK SESSION. lotie title which I well knew tiic Sevllinii lii> iihxit.li was dosed ill death," and lion 
aid oiglicd t he sigh of the .hungry the il l.

ye no' unnd the Doctor till the 
decrees, the simmer o' the cholera div 
ye no’ nnnd yon, ttonaUlï" said Thomas 
Laidlaw, swept into the seething title of 
reminiscence; but .here the scssi >11 elerk

heart regarded as ted more than any 
from the river that makes glad the city 
of Uody

i M.

From ‘‘St. t'uthbcrt's."—lloht. K.Kn iwke. Div
lie would need a brave anti facile 

portray the ses 
reh. For any

Mc*«ion n tar troin vommoii|ilaee. let ahme 
the Mianon ol such a church 
Kirk sessions are the likKun of Scottish 
ciiuraeter in iwrlivular and the vrown 
and glory ol mankind in general. Piety, 
sobriety, severity, these are tin* three 
outstanding graves which they illustrate 
supremely; but intcrloeked with these arc 
many other gilts and virtues in varying 
degrees of vulture.

In ht. t'uthbcrt's the jiritle of elderdiip 
was chiefly vested in their wives and duugli-

"Yc niauna be ower uplifted uboot yir 
laiLher's otiiee," was the ott-repeuted ad- 
liiuiiitivn of the elder's wife to the elder's 
children, and the children were not slow 
to remark that her words were one part 
rebuke and ten parts pride. For to mo­
thers and bairns alike lie appeared as 
one of Dial's kings and priests when lie 
walked down the aisle with the vessels of 
the Lord.

vein was already full to over- 
Irish blood. My father was 

mother
with

who would venture to 
oi St. t'uthhurt's chu flow

illymeua and my i 
solution which no chemistry could 

cure. 1 was iiulincd by nature and con- 
lilined by practice towards a reasonable 
price in my ancestral land. Hut talds were 

Kveii the mistrcH* of my

t of order.
"The members o’ fihis court will ad­

dress the moderator,'* he said sternly. 
"Moreover, we are 'lie 

for hi

rase to u ]u* niinv.

iv lor business ami
We might well think 

the old
against me. 
manse twhose judgment was wont to take 
counsel of her kindly heart), even she 
rcmoihstrated when she liiv.1 discovered

shame of oursclv 
when we should I

ves, gl< in lying 
be welcoming the new.

We're no to In' aye dwellin' uniung the 
tomlw" (this with a rise in feeding and amy nativity, ami has never since been ni­

t-get her thankful, though «the strives hard 
to be resigned.

“Why 
origin?"

iguugc). "Hus ides, Doctor
it was no’ a common man, and it's 

no' beeomin* to be vom|Kirin* common men 
wi" the likes o’ him.” 

this, thought 
of jiaying compliments. 1 In id always 
heard that their little tributes were more

for Scot*

-
do you always flaunt 
she reasoned once. "1 

stock, be modest alrout it; if not, 
said t4ie better."

Then ►lie remarked that she was no 
doubt prejudiced, for she had once wit­
nessed ti'ie nobh 
on St. Patrick's 

all seemed t<
moth Cave ol" Kentucky ami complex­

ions like an sjdialt | si veinent under repairs. 
My wife's power of detecting analogies 
was uncommonly uvute.

our Irishf’il is g.Hxl 
the le*

Su*
I, is the Scottish mode

medicinal than confectionery.
Then followed a painful calm, 

ti»li callus are stormy tilling*.
It was Michael Make win. ti

•ocession in New YorkT,ly; and she added that 
i have nioiitlis like the rst rvsumod.

"Let us forget Plie tiling* which are be­
hind.” he said; "if wv only van." and 
there was a wealth of agony in his words, 
"and let us press forth into those tilings 
wfhich are before. We 
tor, us the messenger 
are all but sinful men and unworthy of
the trust we hold. 1 hope you will pre.__
to us the grace of Dud, for we luivc learn­
ed ourselves the terrons of the law."

Many oi these men were poor, grandly 
and pathetically poor, but none was i»uur 
enough , to upiicar 
board wit hunt Ins

•eet you, modeni- 
_ peace, for we

"ulat the sacrament.il
When the session had been duly consti­

tuted, the minutes of the last meetii 
were read by the session clerk.
" "oliahly 

t ull

"blacks," radiant with 
the lustre ot open love ami sacred sacri­
fice. This 1 aiterward* learned was their It

quite within t.ie mark to say 
ecclesiastical officialdom can pro- 

wit h the same 
to the clerk of 

se-wiou. 1 have witnessed ar h 
bishop* in their robes and with their 
mitres, ami have marvelled ait the gravit) 
with which they clothed the nvut ponder 

frivolities at their etnlely genutl 
is, at the swift shedding and u.inning 
their bewildering milliners. 1 have 

th rvsjilendent in Ins 
n looked on 

and be­
rna jesty

and wondrous in m.v 
many a decently 

husband, bow many a wlhite-ro 
bas come iortli out of great tribulation 
not their own! Indeed, uncounted multi 

who shall walk in white

wives' don 
A li me ! .

v eyes.
How •'PI1

bed dure no other dignitary 
stern grandeur as iiertains 
a Scottish

elu id,
WHY MEN DON'T MARRY.

I taluk wc have given the unfortunate 
uiichelor alumni more than hie «liar--* ottudes there are 

below the throne ot OmI, whose robes 
the secret sacrilice of hiving 
whitened a» no fuller of earth

tunic on tiie non marriage question. A 
g< od oval ol the laull lie.-, with the girls, 
i hey irighlcn the men olf by toolisii be­
havior and talk. When a young imu in 
moderate circumstances heirs a girl do 
c are that she can't get on without a cer­
tain number of dresses, and that in order 
to be happy she must have this or that 
luxury, he says to himself: "Dear me, 1 
vau t afford utl Huit; I'd belter keep out 
ol matrimony."

liait tlic time the girl doesn't mein it. 
but die think» it smart to talk that way. 
.She also makes u mistake of being more 
pioud oi lier aliowy accomplishment# tiiau 
her useful ones. The liner arts may catch 
a beau lor her, but 1 very much 
if they will ever catch a husband. There 
is a girl who always has something the 
matter with her—a headache, a cold; or 
she always feels so tired, 
blame a man for nut wanting to marry 
that kind of u girl. 11c knows the kind 
of wile she would

heart* hath 
can whiten

otMy lird meeting with the kirk session 
of >t. ( 'uthbciT* was an epoch-marking in­
cident. Twenty-eight there were who sat 
about the session-room, ever 

an importation from 
ged hills. Roxburgh'* covenanting heroes,

bloody mciiu.ru» ot moor and nio.-s 
liags. of quarry and conventicle, of Liud 
and liberty—all these had filtered through 
and reappeared in these silent and stal 
wart men.

seen (leurrai Hoo
llaming clerical*. I have 
the be»Ikinglcd Down*, dazzling 

but none of these has the 
ot poise, the annua of resiH.iwibiLiiy, or 
the inexorable air of authority which mark 
the true bred session clerk.

every man but 
Caledonia's dazzled

\\ igloiishire's triumphant nuirtyrs, 
iritushire and her Cumeronians, with 

Ayiwhire The minutes having liecn read and her­
metically sealed, I addressed the elders 
briefly, referring to my great duties and 
my iKM.r abilities, after which 1 invited 
them to general deliberation,

«•quaint me with tJic mind and 
temper of the congregation, asking such 
advice us might l»c useful in entering uikiii 
my labors.

"We bid ye welcome, moderator,” began 
the senior elder, by name Sandy tirant, 
"au* we’ll do whet in us lies to hand up 
yir hamls; ye’re no" oov servant, but our 
minister, and we're a' ready to do yir 
bkldin,’ gin it's the will o’ <»od. Ye’re 
siltin' in a michty suit, moderator, 
was frae that chair that our lirst minister 
sjuik" till us in far ither days."

At tins reference to tfiie golden age, 1 
break over the

great namesake's lion heart;

and bcggvi!
tliem t<i a

Ut these eight and twenty laces at least 
erne score had the cast of marble and the 
slump of eternity upon them. 1 felt like 
a hillock nestling at the foot of lofty 
peaks, for 1 do make my oath that when 
you are begirt by men in whose veins 
there Hows the bluoil of marly ns, w1h> 
«have 'been slowly nurtured 
stately doctrine*

You can t

make—a hclplc»» in­
valid, winning and fruitul.\ u|H>n such 

dialy And tne untidy girl, a» all know her. 
humetimes sac's pretty, and usuady she 
is good-natured, but she drive» more men 
away irora matrimony than any other 
kind of a girl. A man may be attract­
ed by her when lie first meets her, Lut 
when he begin# to think of her a» hi» 
write tne

who actually believe in Hod as a living 
particijiator in the affaira of time, whose 
metal pabulum lia* been Thomas Huston 
and .Samuel Rutherford and Philip l>odd- 
ridgv, and who have used tlie»e worthies 
bill as help# to climb Unit unpiimaeleil 
lull of the Eternal Word—-when you gel 
such men as these, multiplied a hundrcil 
fold by the Item eoneioiHuu** of u reli­
gious trust, if you airu not then among 
the Rockies ot fleuli ami blood, 1 am as 
one who sees men like walking lives, ig­
norant of the true altitudes of human life.

Jfut 1 was yet to learn, and learn by 
heart (the great medium of all real char­
acter), that many u fragrant flower 
bloom in secret clefts of rockbound 
frowning and forbidding 
For tiod loves to surprise us. eap 
hap|.y ways; and his i* a sanguin

It should now Ik* stated that I lk-gun 
my ministry in St. <’uthbert's with the 
handicap of an Irish unveetry. How was 
1 then to wear the liodden gray? Or how 
was l to commingle myself with that his-

a> are their It

saw a wave of tenderness 
fares of the older men.

mind wee I the niclit Doctor 
Grant Kit aiming ns for the lirst time, aa 
ye're siltin' noo.”

This time it was Ronald McGregor who 
hail *iM.kvn, the love-light on «whose face 
even seventy winteiw ooulil not disguise.

"We'll never look 
Ye've mebbe watched 
it beat u|>on tlie eho-re. lli* style o' deliv­
ery was like tlie ragin o' the waves. Ye 

that buik. moderator, yir hann'# rc»t- 
thv tap o't. Wvel. be dune for *nx

"A,. prospect frightens him. lie 
me Muvviuy nome eue wouiu 

make and the discomfort he would live 
in, and so he retire» into hi» bachelor 
■hell and think» single blessed ue»§ is good 
enough tor him. There is one type of 
ma it led woman who i» largely to blame 
for much reluctance on the part of men 
to marry. She is the "nagger." When 
a bachelor see* a married man being nag­
ged to death he makes up hi# mind to 
keep his head out of the noose. 11c ha» 
a lively contempt for 
haiitl and doc* a great deal of talking 
about what he would do if he were in 
•lone*' position; hut deep down in his 
heart lie know» pcrfcitly well that be 
would he ju»t a» meek and down-trod­
den as Jones.

imagine»

upon bis like again, 
the storm, sir. wiiien

St
though they be. 

«dally in
«•' them the while he was oov minuter. Wc 
hooht the *trongost bound « ' '.hem. but he 
bangcil tliem to tat'.Ts amazin' fast. A 
page at a skite. Times It was like the drift­
in' o' the leave* in the fall He was* grain’ 
on the terrom o' the law. We haena been 
what's to say clean uplifted with tlie mivh 
ty truth o’ the punishment o’ the leak out’

the hen-pecked hu#-


