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ons on the day of final ace it, that " he that bo-

th shall
:•»«

saved,

perish everlastingly in his ?ins.'

Does this decision of heaven, wear, to any of our

minds, the aspect of a mere arbitrary appointment ?

If it does so, my Brethren ! it cannot lessen in the

slightest degree, our obligations to submission, for

what are we that we should undertake to regulate

the counsels and decrees of Heaven ; that we
should rear our foolish imaginations in opposition to

the wisdom of that omniscient Sovereign to whom
nothing is past, or future, or distant, or obscure, to

whom time and eternity—Heaven—Earth and Hell,

all lie expanded, in their genuine colours and their

utmost limits ? But, a moment's reflection shows the

wisdom of this arrangement, and discloses to us the

fact, that the principle of faith in the believer's heart,

is connected bi/ a natural process, as well as by a su-

pernatural appointment with the realization and en-

joyment of spiritual blessings.

In order to perceive the truth of this remark, it

is only necessary to reflect, tiiat by the very act of

believing we gain the mmediac'e possession of some

of the promises, and, at the same time, obtain the

onlj/ adequate motive that can lead us to contend

successfully for the rest. Are peace, and joy, and

hope, and confidence, the subjects of promise? By
believing we take them into possession. By believ-

ing, for example, we apprehend the power and wil-

lingness of Ciirist to save. That true and faithful

saying, that **. Christ Jesus came into the world to

save sinners,"! is taken home to the heart, with its

consoling influence. This imparts peace to the

soul. Even the glimmering hope or distant possi-

bility of pardon, must exercise, to a certain extent, a

tranquihzing effect upon the mind. Again, by be-

lifivinor. wft take hold of the ffracious promise of the

• Mirfc 16. 10. tl Tim. 1. 15.


