
THE MEMORY OF
OUR DEAD

CHAPTER I

The Early Centuries

^ RE we in any way remiss in dis-

/^L charging our duly to ihe dead—

I

/ ^k speak more especially of those

J ^^ who have fallen in this terrible

'^- ^^- war ? The debt which we owe them
is so immeasur^ibly great. To many of us it must
come home as a sort of reproach that they have
given their lives in all the vigour and promise
of youth in order that we, the superannuated or
useless ones, may end our days in peace. Surely
the least we can do in return is to secure for them
that measure of relief which earnest pravers and
alms-dr ds can bestow. Our forefathers in ages
past sec a wonderful example in this matter by
their generosity even to those who had no special

claim to remembrance beyond the ties of kin-

ship and neighbourly intercourse. Ought we
to be indiflfcreat when every motive of gratitude

i' service rendered, of pity fo. the victims of

untimely fate, of admiration for splendid cour-

age and unselfis' patriotism, constrains us to


