
He that believoth on th(' Son hath everlastinj? life-ami he that believeth not the Son shall not s.o life
''

Our ble*s<»d Lord gave to His Dis^-ipies this conditional
pronnse. and ,n this 23rd verse empowered those to whomHe spoke authoritatively to declare the terms on which
Bins were remitted <.r forgiven, or the sins were retained
or unforgiven.

We find those to whom this declaration was made act-
ing upon ,t. They understood the authority conferral
upon them which was thus exercistnl.

"Then Pet r said unto them. Repent and be baptized
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
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"Repent ye « and be converted (or turnagam), that your be blotted out."-AetI 3 19Ihrough n,s name everyone who believes in Ilim re-ceives forgiveness of sins."—Acts 10:43
And John thus obeys the instructions of his Lord- "Iwrite unto you. little children, because your sins 'areforgiven you for His name's sake." It was thoughtnecessary by our Lord to empower in very p in Zd

t r/;:^rr 1 r-" •" ^^^'^ P-ehing'and teaZ;thaf nstead of the long round of Jewish observances
paralleled by those of the Romish Church, that ''EverTone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.'"Ood stdl empowers His ministers to declare and pro-nounce that all who turn to Jesus and believe in H mshall receive forgiveness of sins.

There is no instance of His messengers pretending tohave the power in themselves to forgive sins, or that theauthority claimed for by the Sacerdotalist was given to
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